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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time        September 6, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
Deacon: Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill,   
860 658 1642 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream all 

Masses @ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, September 5th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 John Hayes, 1st anniversary,  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, September 6th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 John Hines, requested by  

 the Hanshaw Family;  

 Sunday, September 6th @ 11:00 am Mass for a 

 Special Intention; 
 Monday, September 7th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John Warden, Jr. birthday remembrance, 

 requested by his family; 

 Tuesday, September 8th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John Ferrigno,  requested by  

 the Brucker Family; 

 Tuesday, September 8th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration;  

 Wednesday, September 9th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Kelly D’Aprile, requested by  

 the Mascaro Family; 

 Wednesday, September 9th, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Friday, September 11th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Barb Sieber, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by her friends; 

 Friday, September 11th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, September 12th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Our Confirmation Students,  

 Enrollment Mass;  

 Sunday, September 13th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Frank Nicholas Bongo, requested by  

 George & Beth Welch; 

 Sunday, September 13th @ 11:00 am Mass for a 

 John Hayes, requested by the Adult Choir;  
 Sunday, September 13 th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 Mario Carullo, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by his family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 

This week it burns for 

A Special Intention. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish provides 
to you both spiritual support and practical support—Catholic 

Action—by feeding our neighbors, investing in our children and 
youth, and keeping all of our parish’s stakeholders in the 

‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 
We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and crea-
tive Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to continue 
our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide assistance to our 
neighbors in need—because of your generous and continuous 
financial support. Without it, our doors would close and our 

programs would be reduced.  
 

Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $   6,585.35 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $   3,661.15 
   Total:     $10,246.50  
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment:    $     620.00 
Pantry Partners:                         $     550.00 
 

Next  week’s 2nd collection 
 is for Repair & Refurbishment. 

The Sunday 5:00 p.m. 
Mass resumes next 
week, September 13th. 
Please visit our website, 
www.stcatherine.info to 

use sign-up genius to register for all 
Mass attendance. Please call the office if 
you have any questions, 860-658-1642. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
 
Obliged, Loved and Unified in Christ 
 The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
 Anyone who has completed either a Confirmation program in Faith Formation or has taken an entry  
level course in Catholicism knows that the Christian life is filled with obligations, love and unity—as we are 
called to live in and journey toward Christ. We are obliged to love God due to the Love with which the  
Father has blessed us in Christ; we are commanded to love the “other”—those different from us —in respect 
bythe dignity we all hold as children of God; and, we are called to be unified as one Church, one people. 
 In our first reading this weekend from the Prophet Ezekiel, he sees himself as one called—obliged— to 
lead others toward God by “warning” those who have fallen into evil and away from God, but this obligation 
isn’t just to “tell” them about God but rather to direct, lead and focus them on, by engaging ways, following the 
Lord. How do we understand this in our lives? Whether we are deacons, priests or bishops we must ask how do 
we preach and teach and live the Lord and His ways? Do we live the faith, do we engage others in interesting 
ways, and do we bring to life the Church amid the culture of the day? As parents—called at Baptism to be the 
first and the best of teachers of their children in the ways of faith by word and deed—do we really prioritize 
faith in our families at the dinner table with grace, do we prioritize faith over sports by our words and actions, 
in entertainment or other important activities of life lived? Whether we are priest or parent, is our obligation a 
simple “sense of duty” or is this a happy way of life—a hoped for eternal life? 
 In the second reading this weekend from St. Paul to the Romans, he states that Christ commands us to 
Love one another not as  an “activity to keep the rule of the law” but rather as an incalculable debt that  
believers owe to God for the Love that He has already bestows on us in Christ. That by and because of God’s 
Love for us we must not just “love” one another—but from the Greek meaning of the word—we must love 
“another” or “the other,” one who is different from us, outsiders from our group. The Jews were being told that 
their Love was meant not just for fellow Jews but for gentiles and non-believers alike. So what comprises our 
love, what defines the depth and breadth of our love for humanity—how do we apply that love in everyday  
situations? 
 In the Matthean Gospel this weekend there is a great deal going on—from the binding of truth on earth 
and in heaven to the identification of the church in her members gathered, but in the end the gospel leads us to a 
unity of the human family and of our human condition in Christ. It is in fact that unity which leads us to Christ. 
We are told by scripture scholars that “Christian Love entails positive action toward everyone. It is more than 
not committing adultery or not killing or not stealing and not coveting…Christians are recognized by their habit 
of treating other people in the same way that they treat themselves. Not to love evenhandedly and prodigally 
indicates that they (we) do not yet comprehend the love that God bestows on them (us) through Christ.” One 
key word in that quote is “habit,” as in we have not yet practiced loving as God demands, thus it is unknown to 
us by practice. This reminds me that the common denominator that of a virtue and a vice share is practice or 
habit. 
 The themes of obliged, loved and unified in Christ teaches us that our Catholic faith leads us to Christ 
by such practiced virtues: Obligation or duty to another through joy; that Love of the other—or the search for the excellence of 
the other—an understanding that love that enables us to love another or treat them as we treat or care for ourselves; and, that  
being unified as people of the one, true God  we can bring about an activity of love that is practiced in our everyday words and 
deeds—it is in fact a habit that we live out each day. What does this mean in a practical application of faith today? 
 The world today—from politics, culture, and family—changes daily so it seems, the world can at times 
become less certain, less understood and so perhaps even less unified. We tend to focus more on that which 
highlights our cultural, religious and political differences rather than on the common denominator that is our 
humanity—brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 How can this be healed, how can we move away from the differences of the color of our skin, our  
political and cultural backgrounds, the inherent or otherwise prejudices of the human condition?  
 Faith—not political party, skin color or wealth—tells us that we are One. We are all children of God.  
            continued on page 7 
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Faith Formation News  
 

New Student Registration and Reregistra-
tion, THERE IS STILL TIME TO RE-
REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION! 
The late fee has been waived this year so there is no 
penalty to register beyond the deadline, however, we 
encourage you to register as soon as possible so that 
we may make purchasing and other decisions based 
on an accurate number of children. Our parish  
continues to adhere to the safety recommendations put 
forth by the CDC, State of Connecticut and local  
officials. Please use this link to register. 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/
eventReg?
oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch= 

 
Kinder-Confirmation II-the Class Lists are 
on the website under the Faith Formation tab! Please 
make sure you have your child's catechist contact  
information so you can communicate when your child 
is attending the in person classes.  

 
PARENTS!! Do you want to receive TEXT 
ALERTS that inform you of Faith Formation updates? 
Please text "John 14" to 84579 and choose the  
grade(s) your child or teen is in. This is a great way to 
be alerted to last minute changes as well as reminders 
about what is happening each Sunday for your child's 
class. 

 
CONFIRMATION I Enrollment Mass is 
Sunday, September 12th PLEASE SIGN UP 
USING SIGN UP GENIUS (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-
mass6), to make sure you and your teen have a slot at 
this 5 p.m. Mass. Your teen will be called by name to 
"enroll" in the journey toward receiving the  
Sacrament of Confirmation and their full initiation 
into the Catholic Church. A parent meeting will  
follow immediately in the church at 6 p.m.  

 
CATECHISTS COMMISSIONING MASS 
is Sunday, Sept. 13th at 11 a.m.! PLEASE 
SIGN UP USING SIGN UP GENIUS (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-
mass6) Father Michael will call you by name while 
the Church prays for your ministry this year as we 
teach the faith under such stressful circumstances.   

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 
WELCOME 7th-12th GRADERS - REGISTER 
NOW for Senior or Junior High Youth Ministry, and 
receive a FREE t-shirt with registration. To register, 
please use this link: 
https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8 
 
PARENT SURVEY for Youth Ministry is available 
using the link below. This brief survey will help us 
determine the level of participation for in-person ac-
tivities and provides an opportunity to give input on 
programs for your teens. Please take a moment to 
complete this survey. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/76FQQSP 
 
PARENTS AND TEENS: Please join FLOCK-
NOTE to help with quick communications this year! 
Simply text JOHN14 to 84576, then follow the link 
to complete the sign up. Choose Youth Ministry and 
any other groups/ministries you may wish to join. 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
SAVE THE DATE! KICKOFF MEETING-
Sunday, September 13th, 6-8 p.m.-ALL ARE 
WELCOME! Join us and see what youth ministry is 
all about. We will play some games, have some pizza 
and make new friends. Come hear about our theme 
for the year, and our plans we have for activities, trips 
and projects. FREE T-SHIRT with registration. 
BRING A FRIEND! Pizza served! 
 PARENT VOLUNTEERS are needed and 
welcome at all meetings, especially this year. You 
must be Virtus trained to participate. If you need  
Virtus training, please contact Manuela Hanshaw. 
Otherwise, if you are able to volunteer at a meeting 
and our Annual Feed the Hungry Car Wash, please 
use this link to sign up. https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1 
 

SAVE THE DATE: FEED THE HUNGRY CAR 
September 27th! See page 5 for details. 

 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
SAVE THE DATE! KICKOFF MEETING-
Monday, September 14th, 6:30-8 p.m.-ALL ARE 
WELCOME! Come see what youth ministry is all 
about, have some pizza, play some games, meet new 
friends. FREE T-SHIRT with registration. BRING 
A FRIEND! Pizza served! 
 PARENT VOLUNTEERS are needed and 
welcome at all meetings, especially this year. If you 
are able to volunteer at a meeting and our Annual 
Feed the Hungry Car Wash, please use this link to 
sign up. https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh2okxtw1d630e5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-mass6
https://forms.gle/L3BuuG2Us132Mgug8
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/76FQQSP
https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1
https://bit.ly/3hzY2D1
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Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

SEPTEMBER 
-Mon, 7th—Labor Day, Office Closed,  
  No Confession, No Rosary 
-Tues, 8th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 9th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 
-Wed, 9th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Fri, 11th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 12th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m. 
-Sat, 12th—Confirmation Enrollment Mass, 5 p.m. 
  Parent Meeting, Church, 6:00 p.m. 
-Sun, 13th—Catechist Commissioning, 11 a.m 
-Sun, 13th—Sr. High YM Kick-off, RH,6 p.m. 
-Mon, 14th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 14th—Jr. High YM, Kick-off, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 15th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 15th—Evening Adoration, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Wed, 16th—Rosary, Church, 9:00 a.m. 

A Note from our Music Director 
Normally this would be the time of year 

where I am looking for new choir members, but 
this is definitely not a normal year.  We have just 
experienced a summer of instrumental music at 
our Masses, which in my 25 years of Music  
Ministry was a new experience for me as well! I 
know how much we have all missed singing at 
Mass and while we still can’t all sing, we are  
going to incorporate a single singer within the 
Mass again. Per the new Archdiocesan Music 
protocol, the singer must be 20 feet from the  
congregation, so that means we will need to close 
off the pews next to the music area for the time 
being.   

St. Catherine of Siena is committed to 
incorporate singing at Mass in a safe manner, so 
after much research, we have decided to mask 
the singer with a special mask designed for  
singing. Please bear with us as we get used to 
singing in a mask, and please understand that 
while we wish you could sing along, it is not safe 
to do so (unless you are watching from home). 
With a singer, we can now reintroduce the Psalm 
and Alleluia as well as a song/hymn at Offertory 
and Communion, which will make the music at 
Mass feel at least a little more like normal. In 
closing, as we navigate this unusual time in  
Music Ministry together, I share with you the 
closing prayer at Adult Choir Rehearsals: “Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, who made  
heaven and earth.”  (Psalm 124) 

Welcome,  

Deacon Joe! 
How do we address the Deacon? 

In Writing:  The Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill 
Verbally:  Deacon Joe or Deacon MacNeill 

 
 I want to take this time and space to make a 
very happy announcement about Deacon Joseph 
MacNeill, newly ordained a Deacon in the Catholic 
Church last 27 June 2020. The Deacon was antici-
pating returning to Rome this September to finish 
his seminary training and then he would be ordained 
to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ next May or June 
2021. But Covid-19 has made some changes to his 
and the Church of Hartford’s short term plans. 
 Deacon Joe will not return to Rome this  
September due to concerns about international  
travel in these uncertain times. Instead he will stay 
in the Archdiocese of Hartford and take what is 
called a Diaconal Pastoral Year, after which he will, 
God willing, be called to the Sacrament of Holy  
Orders and ordained a priest next May or June at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford. Until then, 
Archbishop Leonard Blair has asked if I would take 
Deacon Joe to live in residence here at the  
rectory with me and under my pastoral supervision 
we will work together in the parish as he learns and 
exercises parish ministry. This begins on September 
8th.  

As a deacon of the Church, he will preach the 
Word of God at Mass and serve at liturgies, he will 
impart the Sacraments of Baptism and witness  
Marriage vows, he will preside in my stead at wakes 
and burials and assist with work in Faith Formation 
and Youth Ministry as well as many other pastoral 
and programmatic (Pre-Cana, counseling and  
visiting the sick and homebound) activities of the 
parish. In addition to this assignment (since most of 
us in the Church now have more than one job),  
Deacon Joe will also serve as Prefect of Seminarians 
to Auxiliary Bishop Juan Miguel Betancourt at St. 
Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield from time-to-time.  

I just want to take this opportunity to  
welcome Deacon Joe to the wonderful parish  
community of St. Catherine of Siena and assure him 
of how pleased I am to have him here and extend to 
him my expectation that he will, like me, feel  
mightily blessed to be assigned to this parish and to 
the people who make it such a vibrant and hopeful 
community. Welcome, Deacon!  

  Fraternally,-Fr. Michael  
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Fr. Michael continued… 
Ezekiel tells us that our obligations to each other are 
not out of a sense of duty, but rather out of a joy of  
being one human family, one people; St. Paul says that 
once we recognized that we are called to Love the  
other—one who is different from us (perhaps by skin 
color, or wealth or religion)—and to seek their  
excellence by Loving them as a human person just as 
we would love or treat ourselves; and, Matthew  
illustrates to us Christ’s command to be united in 
Christ because it is God’s Love already bestowed on us 
that gives us dignity—plain and simple. Our dignity is 
not real because of the color of our skin or by the 
amount of so-called privilege from birth or by a college 
degree issued or any other man-made or man-held  
importance; no we are unified in our Love which God 
gives us freely and fully. We are united as One by Him 
and Him alone. 
 Believe that. Life that. Share that in faith. And 
the world and the human condition will be a better 
place when that indeed is our priority. 

Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  

Pantry Partners 
 

The next Pantry Partner distribution date 
is Saturday, September 19th, 9 a.m.  

 
Volunteers please arrive by  

8:45 a.m. to assist with set up. 

FEED THE HUNGRY  
  
 The next Feed the Hungry will be on 
Saturday, September 19th. We leave  
St. Catherine at 9:30 am and return by 1:30 pm. 
Please sign up! If you have any questions call or text 
Rich Sickinger at 860.558.6940. 

St. Elizabeth House 

St. Elizabeth House-next service date is  
Sunday, September 27th. Food needs to be 
ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 

and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in 
the atrium. Questions, please contact Leila  

Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

YOUTH MINISTRY PRESENTS THEIR 
ANNUAL FEED THE HUNGRY CAR 

WASH–FREE!!! 
This year, the Youth Ministry annual Feed the  
Hungry Car Wash will look a little different. The Car 
Wash will be held on Sunday, September 27th,  
immediately following the 11:00 a.m. Mass, from 
noon until 2:30 p.m., to help raise the funds needed 
for the Feed the Hungry ministry for the entire year. 
Youth Ministry will be setting up tables and chairs 
around the grounds of the church, all appropriately 
socially distanced, and we invite you to have your car 
washed while you also enjoy lunch. We will serve hot 
dogs, chips and a drink as you get your car washed 
and enjoy an afternoon out of the house-rain or shine. 
There will be no charge for your car wash or lunch, 
but if you are able, please consider making a donation 
to FEED THE HUNGRY by stopping by our table 
after Masses in September, or using Faith Direct  
using this link: https://membership.faithdirect.net/
givenow/CT1077/39764 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CT1077/39764
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CT1077/39764
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