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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe   November 22, 2020 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
Deacon: Reverend Mr. Joseph MacNeill,   
860 658 1642 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. resumes June 13th 
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. resumes June 15th 
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream all 

Masses @ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net


 2 

 Saturday, November 21st @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Joseph Voelker, requested by Anna Carullo;  

 Sunday, November 22nd @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Anna Koch, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by their family; 

 Sunday, November 22nd @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Helena Clarke, 12th anniversary, 

  requested by her family;  
 Sunday, November 22nd @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
 Anthony Petrarca, requested by 

 the O’Bryan Family; 

 Monday, November 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Marie Welch, requested by the Ruder Family; 

 Tuesday, November 24th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 the Souls in Purgatory; 

 Tuesday, November 24th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration;  

 Wednesday, November 25th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Edward Northrup, requested by  

 the Trovato Family; 

 Wednesday, November 25th, 9:00 a.m.; Rosary,  

 Thursday, November 26th, @ 9:00 a.m. Mass 

 Pro Populo; 

 Friday, November 27th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 the Souls in Purgatory; 

 Friday, November 27th @ 9:00 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

 Saturday, November 28th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Donald Zele, 8th anniversary, requested by  

 the Hammond Family;  

 Sunday, November 29th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Marion Zuchowski,  

 birthday remembrance; 

 Sunday, November 29th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Michael Joseph Oleskewicz, birthday 

 remembrance, requested by his family;  
 Sunday, November 29th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

 George Duane Martensen, birthday  

 remembrance, requested by his family.  

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Sanctuary Lamp 

Memorial  
For Our Faithful  

Departed. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish provides 
to you both spiritual support and practical support—Catholic 

Action—by feeding our neighbors, investing in our children and 
youth, and keeping all of our parish’s stakeholders in the 

‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 
We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and  
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to  
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide  

assistance to our neighbors in need—because of your generous 
and continuous financial support. Without it, our doors would 

close and our programs would be reduced.  
 

Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $5,827.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $3,705.38 
   Total:      $9,532.38 
Other Generous Giving: 
Christmas Flowers     $     40.00 
CHD       $   144.00 
Mission Sunday      $     24.00 
Repair & Refurbishment    $   465.00 

 
This week’s 2nd collection is for the 

Campaign for Human Development. 

Our Christmas cards 
have arrived.  

 
Anyone willing 

to help this year,  
socially  

distanced,  
of course, 

is asked to please  
contact the  

office,  
860-658-1642.  

 
Thank you. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe: 
The Only Ruler Who Matters 
 This last weekend of the liturgical year is a celebration of the universality of Jesus Christ as our true 
leader—a King—as the Church turns its attention to life on earth and its ends as we know it in the  
consideration of eternal life.  
 How did this Sunday celebration come to be? “To counter the ever-increasing nationalism Pope Pius XI 
sensed in Europe, he instituted the Feast of Christ the King in 1925. This Solemnity was meant to teach the  
entire world that there was ultimately only one ruler, only one sovereign — the God-man, Jesus Christ. In the 
encyclical which inaugurated this feast, Pius XI tells us that he chose this year to proclaim Christ’s kingship  
because it is the sixteenth centenary of the Council of Nicaea, where Jesus was definitively proclaimed 
‘consubstantial’ with the Father and is, thus, worthy of our absolute devotion and so: “... by reason of the keenness of 
his intellect, and the extent of his knowledge, and also because he is very truth, and it is from him that truth must be obediently  
received by all mankind. He reigns, too, in the wills of men, for in him, the human will was perfectly and entirely obedient to the Holy 
Will of God, and further by his grace and inspiration, he so subjects our free-will as to incite us to the most noble endeavors.” (Quas 
Primas §7). In 1969, Pope Paul VI changed both the name and the date of the feast, but the meaning remains the 
same: Today is a day to hail the true King of all! 
 Perhaps this weekend’s liturgical celebration will give us all hope in the midst of the uncertainties and 
“craziness” of our times as well as bring us to realize that while living in the world today is important and  
necessitates us to be involved in the arena of public affairs, ultimately our eternal life depends not on a congress 
or governor or even a president, but rather our eternal life depends only on Christ and on our right relationship 
with Him. 
 The first reading today (Ezekiel) and the Gospel of Matthew declare the certainty of the final judgment 
where we will hear of our final destiny. In our second reading (1 Corinthians) we hear that the baptized are  
assured that Christ is alive and reigning and that His Divine Plan for humans to enjoy God’s life is in place and 
is moving forward.  

In Matthew’s gospel this week, Jesus addresses that ultimate question – what separates those who go to 
heaven from those who don’t?  His message is clear and perhaps not quite what some would expect.  It is about 
how we care for others that matters most (love thy neighbor).  His call to us though is deeper than simply a call 
to charity toward others.  Equally important to the service we offer is the attitude and passion that we bring to 
that service. “Whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  It is Christ Himself we serve every 
time we serve the vulnerable. Recall the prayer of Eucharistic Prayer Two in the Mass: “…Thank You for counting us 
worthy to be in Your presence and minister to You.” We minister to God in the ways we minister or care for those in 
need, and we should ask ourselves just how would we offer service to God if He stood before us? Happily, or 
with a pained face? We are reminded earlier in Matthew that “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve”  and-
so offer service as to a brother or sister.  We are reminded in the first reading to have a passion not just to serve, 
but to rescue, to find the lost, to bind up the injured, and to heal the sick.  We are to treat those we encounter as 
our brother Christ himself – with honor, with trust and with love. These months of the pandemic have  
highlighted the desperate need of the poor, and those newly impoverished by loss of jobs, businesses and  
medical bills. Jesus directs us Christians today, even if our resources are limited, to open our hearts wide in 
prayer, humility and service. 

We begin Advent next Sunday, and the Season is a time to prepare for the coming of the infant Jesus in 
the Nativity at Bethlehem and it is also a time of expectant waiting—when we wait for the Second Coming, the 
return of Jesus Christ (the Parousia) when He comes again in glory to judge the living and the dead. St. Thomas 
Aquinas notes that at the Final Judgment the Lord will look to the whole of our lives, from beginning to end and 
judge how we grew in faith, how we came closer to Him in prayer (building a relationship with God) and in  
action—a lived experience of faith in the ways we put our beliefs into service of others and so build up the 
Kingdom of God in the here and now. 

May Advent be a time we recommit to live out our faith in the daily activities of our lives as we bring  
          Continued on page 6. 
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Faith Formation News  
  
 GRADE TWO will meet next Sunday, 
Nov. 22nd for the morning in person class from 
9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. in Russell Hall. Please sign 
up here: 

https://bit.ly/32BSx1k  
 
 

 NO Faith Formation Classes will 
be held on Sunday, Nov. 29th for the 
Thanksgiving Day weekend. All classes 
will resume on Sunday, December 6th. Our  
Catechists and I wish you and your entire family a 
day of gratitude and blessings, remembering all of 
those who cannot be with us this year.   
 
 
 GRADE K & 1 will meet on Sunday,  
December 6th from 11 a.m. -12 p.m. in Russell 
Hall. Please sign your child up using this link: 

https://bit.ly/3nyWFqY 
Parents may sign up to attend the 11 a.m. Mass by 
going to the homepage of our website: 
www,stcatherine.info. 
 
 
 GRADE 3 Meets on Sunday, December 
6th from 4 p.m.-4:55p.m. in the church to rehearse 
for the Christmas Pageant. Masks must be worn at 
all times. The children should bring their own 
scripts with them. Please sign up here:  

https://bit.ly/3f9EyF1 
  
 
 CONFIRMATION I & II: Our December 
6th Classes, both morning and evening, will be a 
"class" that is offered to the service of others. 
Each Candidate should spend the class time at 
home, putting a lunch bag together for House of 
Bread shelter in Hartford. Each brown bag should 
consist of a PB & J Sandwich, a piece of fruit, 
snack pack, beverage and most importantly, a 
handwritten message from you.  A Scripture verse 
that was emailed to you and along with a personal 
message of hope and gratitude from you. The 
lunch bags must be brought to the church kitchen 
between the hours of noon and 6 pm. They will be 
delivered first thing Monday morning. During this 
time of uncertainty and advent, we are called to 
see and remember those who are in need of good 
food and God's word.   

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
SENIOR HIGH 

TEEN DAY AWAY (TDA) – NEW DAY, 
WITH A CHRISTMAS TWIST AND 
CHANGE! Youth Ministry’s TDA has a new 
look for TDA scheduled for SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER 12th. Our TDA program will run 
from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, including dinner. We 
will have a day of relaxation, faith, fun, friend-
ship, and so much more. After our program, 
please head over to St. Catherine of Siena and 
transform into Santa’s Helpers and Elves for 
our SANTA EXTRAVAGANZA! Help make 
Christmas magical for our youngest parishioners. 
Registration is now open so use this link to regis-
ter:https://bit.ly/3mWU7T7 There is no need 
to sign up for the SANTA event as youth ministry 
has reserved a block of jobs.  

 APPLE PIE MAKING NIGHT – 
IMPORTANT-The Archdiocese advises that our 
youth ministry cancel our in-person apple pie 
making here at the church. Although this is disap-
pointing news to all, may we ask for your help in 
baking 80 pies? We have promised to deliver 80 
pies on early Monday morning to local area shel-
ters. If you are willing to set aside your disap-
pointment and bake pies in your home, it would 
be greatly appreciated and a tremendous help! 
Beginning Friday afternoon after 4 PM, our kitch-
en will have the Apple Pie Recipe, Pie Pans, and 
Pie Crusts (in the refrigerator) and gloves availa-
ble for anyone that is willing to bake one or more 
pies. You can pick up these supplies from 4-6 pm 
today, Friday, 11/20, Saturday from 9-6 PM, 
and Sunday from 9-3 PM. Please take as many 
as you are able to make. Pies must be returned 
by Monday, 11/23 at 8:45 AM in order to be de-
livered in time to the shelters. We are grateful to 
all of you for any help you can provide. Please be 
sure you are symptom free and wear a mask while 
you make the pies.  
SAVE THE DATE–Sunday, December 13th–
SHYM CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! YOU 
MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND. To sign up, 
please use this link: https://bit.ly/32QwqnK 
More details will follow. Parent volunteers will 
be needed. 
 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17th–LEADERS 
MEETING in Russell Hall from 6–8 p.m. 
Senior High YM Leaders will meet for dinner and 
to share in some Christmas fun. An rsvp is re-
quired using this sign up genius link: 

https://bit.ly/2UBt1Fa 
   Continued on page 5. 

https://bit.ly/32BSx1k
https://bit.ly/3nyWFqY
https://bit.ly/3f9EyF1
https://bit.ly/3mWU7T7
https://bit.ly/32QwqnK
https://bit.ly/2UBt1Fa
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Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

NOVEMBER 
-Sun, 22nd—Grade 2 Class, 9:30 a.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—First Reconciliation, Church, 1 p.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—First Reconciliation, Church, 3 p.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—St. Elizabeth House, pking lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 22nd—Pie Making-YM, RH, 6:00 p.m. 
-Mon, 23rd—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 23rd—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 24th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 25th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 25th—Advent Bible Study, RH, 9: 15 a.m. 
-Thurs, 26th—Thanksgiving Day Mass, 9 a.m. 
-Fri, 27th—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 28th/Sun, 29th—Advent Wreath Kits, RH. 
-Mon, 30th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Mon, 30th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
 

DECEMBER 
-Tues, 1st—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 2nd—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 2nd—Advent Bible Study, RH, 9: 15 a.m. 

St. Elizabeth House 
St. Elizabeth House-next service date is this 
Sunday, November 22nd. Food needs to be 
ready to serve (casseroles hot, salad pre-cut) 

and at the church by 3:45 p.m. Please sign up in 
the atrium. Questions, please contact Leila  

Bruno at (860) 392-8585. Thank you! 

Pantry Partners 
The December distribution date for SCPP is  
December 19th. Please consider supporting this 
ministry. Your donations help us provide fresh 
and frozen food to 25 families here in Simsbury. 
Envelopes are available in the vestibule and the 
atrium. Thank you! 

Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  

FEED THE HUNGRY  
 The next visit will be on Saturday,  
December 19th. Please sign up! We’ll be making 
the sandwiches at 8:30 a.m. that morning. If you 
have any questions call or text Rich Sickinger at 
860.558.6940. 

The new Hymnals are here and you get to 
take one home! 
 This year Fr. Michael has graciously  
allowed our new 2021 hymnals to be distributed 
directly to our parish families since they cannot be 
put in the pews.  They are available in the vestibule 
for you to pick up as you exit Masses this weekend 
- one per family, please.  They can be used at 
home while watching the livestream Mass OR you 
can bring it with you to in-person Mass at St. Cath-
erine’s.  We recommend you write your name in-
side the cover in case we find any left behind in the 
pews.  These hymnals will last until next Advent, 
so find a special place for it at home, because it 
will be in use for the whole year.   
 We hope you enjoy having a part of St. 
Catherine’s at home with you and encourage you to 
use the hymnal to its fullest.  Read the weekend 
readings ahead of time, or have your kids read the 
readings aloud to the family to prepare for weekend 
Masses.  Read through the different Eucharistic 
Prayer options and use the inside cover as a  
resource for reciting the Gloria and Creed. Find 
your favorite hymns and sing or play them at home.  
With the Christmas season coming up, did you 
know there is a whole section of Christmas songs?  
I’m sure that will be getting a lot of use in my home 
very soon!  This is the year to familiarize  
yourselves with all our hymnals have to offer in the 
comfort of your own home.  May they bring you 
comfort and joy. 

Youth Ministry continued.. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd–6:30-8 p.m.–An 
Evening to BE THANKFUL! What are you 
 thankful for this year? Join us as we answer this 
question while we bake for our local homeless  
shelters. Please sign up using this sign up genius 
link:  

https://bit.ly/2TVXahQ 
 

BRING ONE NONPERISHABLE FOOD ITEM 
to donate to our Food Pantry. Refreshments will be 
served. INVITE A FRIEND to help too!  
Confirmation hours available. 
 SAVE THE DATE–Monday, December 
14th–JHYM CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 
YOU MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND. To sign 
up, please use this link:  

https://bit.ly/32SSvCk  
More details will follow. Parent volunteers will be 
needed. 

https://bit.ly/2TVXahQ
https://bit.ly/32SSvCk
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TRIVIA NIGHT-COLLEGE STUDENTS 
AND/OR YOUTH MINISTRY ALUMNI 
Are you home from college, or maybe you never left 
for college? Looking for something to do or a way to 
connect with friends? Please join us on THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 3rd at 6 PM for dinner, TRIVIA 
NIGHT and a BONFIRE (weather permitting)! 
Prizes awarded. Invite your friends, bring your own 
team of friends, or be assigned to a team and make 
some new friends. Let the competition begin! We 
can’t wait to see you! Masks required. To register for 
this event, please use this link:  

https://bit.ly/3dGwStb 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES 
1. Advent Wreath Making Kits 
 Some traditions do change for the better, espe-

cially in 2020. Advent Wreath Making continues 
and this year it is the "At-Home Edition"! We'll 
supply the materials and you build your original 
Advent wreath with greens-AT HOME! Pick up 
your Advent Wreath Making Kit after Masses 
the weekend of Nov28/29 in Russell Hall. Kits 
will be labeled by family name. So we have 
enough Supplies, please reserve your kit by 
Nov. 22nd using signup genius:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-advent 

Contact Karen or Rich Sickinger at 860-558-6940 or 
sickfam@comcast.net with any questions.   

2. Advent Bible Study is Back. We will begin 

on Wednesday, Nov. 25th and continue through 
Dec. 16th in Russell Hall, 9:15 am-10:15 am. 
Bring your Bible and a facemask! Coffee will be 
available. Please sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/409044cada72ea7fd0-advent 

3.  An Advent One Evening Bible Study 
Christmas–Separating the Holy Day 
from the Holiday, available on our website, 

www.stcatherine.info on FRIDAY, December 4th 
at 7 p.m. Join Lou Daniels from the comfort of 
your home as we focus on the history and facts 
of Christ’s birth!  

4  Growing Catholics is looking to give 
the 90 residents of  the Little Sisters 
of  the Poor in Enfield some much 
needed holiday cheer!!!We’ll be collecting 

requested items to stuff in stockings and deliver 
before Christmas, and we need your help with 
the shopping and the assembly. We are looking 
for: Mints, Cough Drops, Small Jars of Jelly, 
Small Jars of Peanut Butter, Postage Stamps, 
Toothbrushes, Unisex Warm Socks, Small Hand 
Lotions. Please drop donated items in the marked 
basket in the atrium on or before December 8th. 
We will also accept monetary donations and do 
the shopping for you! For those willing to lend 
a hand as stocking stuffers, please sign up on 
the Sign Up Genius to indicate your interest and 
how many stockings you can fill. We will have 
everything assembled for you to pick up in 
Russell Hall on 12/13 and the stuffed stock-
ings need to be returned to the church on or 
before 12/20.  

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/
showSignUp/10c0d4eaaac2fa3f4c07-stocking  

Fr. Michael continued… 
hope to the hopeless in the prayers we offer at Mass, 
as we feed the hungry in the many ministries of our 
parish, pray for the ill and faithfully departed, offer 
warm clothing to the homeless or to veterans in need, 
and provide healthcare to the unemployed or working 
poor though the Knights of Malta Healthcare in our 
Advent Giving Tree. May Advent be a new beginning 
for us as we work to head home to Eternal Life. 
(Attribution: Quas Primus; Vincentian Order) 

 

Thanks, Parish! 
A most heartfelt thanks to all our parishioners 

who took the time and effort to help out with our 
“Baby, Its Covid Outside” clothing collection for the 
homeless—more than 3200 pounds of warm winter 
clothing was gathered and distributed to those in 
need. And a second round of thanks to all who came to 
the “Receiving a Blessing, Be a Blessing” food  
collection which took in hundreds of bags of food. 
Your generosity collected enough food for our own 
pantry, for St. Joseph Cathedral’s food pantry and for 
Malta House of Care pantry at St. Justin Church in 
Hartford. Thank you for being such wonderful  
Christian people!  

 

RCIA  
Just a reminder that the Rite of Christian  

Initiation for Adults (RCIA) will meet on Tuesday, 
December 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the parish Library. For 
more information, call 658 1642. 

https://bit.ly/3dGwStb
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-advent
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-advent
mailto:sickfam@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044cada72ea7fd0-advent
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044cada72ea7fd0-advent
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4eaaac2fa3f4c07-stocking
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10c0d4eaaac2fa3f4c07-stocking
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