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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Easter Sunday                                           April 4,  2021 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream  
all Masses  

@ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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Holy Saturday, April 3rd 
 Easter Vigil, 8 p.m. Pro Populo; 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4th 
 8:00 am Mass for Leonard Ianzito,  

David & Rose Goggins,  

requested by Dorothy Ianzito; 

 10:00 am Mass for Elizabeth Keller, 

birthday remembrance,  

requested by her family;  

 12:00 p.m. Mass for  Roy Roher,  

requested by his family; 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Monday, April 5th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Francis Owen Eagan, requested by the  

 Neureither Family; 

 Tuesday, April 6th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for the 

 Karen Eddy, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by Deborah Eddy Schwartz;  

 Tuesday, April 6th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, April 7th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Jeanne Ciancetta, requested by  

 the Hark Family; 

 Wednesday, April 7th @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary; 

 Friday, April 9th @ 8:30 a.m. for  

 Charles Deye, requested by his family; 

 Friday, April 9th @ 9 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, April 10th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Lori Bonenfant, requested by  

 Grace Comeau;  

 Sunday, April 11th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 William Zuccon, 2nd anniversary,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 11th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Bob Bellacosa, requested by  

 David & Paula Cloud; and, 
 Sunday, April 11th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  

 Jack & Gwen Berry, requested  

 by their family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish  
provides to you both spiritual support and practical  
support—Catholic Action—by feeding our neighbors,  

investing in our children and youth, and keeping all of our 
parish’s stakeholders in the ‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 

We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and  
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to  
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide  
assistance to our neighbors in need—because of your  

generous and continuous financial support. Without it, our 
doors would close and our programs would be reduced.  

 
Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
 

Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $  4,552.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $  3,762.23  
   Total:     $  8,314.23 
 
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair &Refurbishment:    $     110.00 
Easter Flowers:                              $     385.00 
Easter                                                $  1,145.00 
 
 

Next week’s second collection 
 is for Repair & Refurbishment. 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 

For healing for  

Jill, Kevin,  

Dennis & John. 
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The Eucharist & Our Return 
 As Catholics, we believe the Eucharist to be (CCC 1324) "the source and summit of the Christian 
life."136 "The other sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are 
bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the 
whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch."137 Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 

Again, from the CCC 1323, “at the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Savior instituted 
the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood. This he did in order to perpetuate the sacrifice of the cross 
throughout the ages until he should come again, and so to entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a  
memorial of his death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a Paschal 
banquet in which Christ is consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to 
us.” 

The past year has been a very challenging time for all, especially for those who are rightly concerned 
about the Covid pandemic and public participation in crowds-for good reasons, have limited our opportu-
nities to celebrate the Mass together in person and to receive the vital Sacrament of the Eucharist. This has 
been very sad for us as a Church. 

As we begin to return to some normalcy in everyday life through the efforts to vaccinate our popula-
tion and with better understanding of the transmission of the virus and the severity of its side effects, it is 
hoped that our desire as Catholics to receive Christ’s Sacred Body and Blood will also return, and even in-
crease, as a necessary part of our spiritual and religious lives. We cannot become comfortable with a Eucha-
rist-free” faith, but must be committed to the reception of all the Sacraments and particularly the Eucha-
rist, so that we may grow in Christ and seek His Will in this world—by fully acting as His disciples—so 
that we shall share with Him Eternal Glory in the Kingdom of heaven. After all, that is what we are cele-
brating this weekend with the Easter Resurrection. 

“A recent Pew Research study found that only 26% of U.S. Catholics under the age of 40 believe that 
Jesus Christ is truly present in the most Holy Eucharist. Clearly there has been a breakdown in forming 
young people in the Faith. But if we are looking for hope for the future, we need look no further than  
America’s most faithful Catholic colleges.” The Cardinal Newman Society Blog by Kelly Salomon, 16 August 
2019. The Pew Research study found that “most Catholics who attend Mass weekly do believe that the Eu-
charist is the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Catholic families should know, then, that students at faithful 
Catholic colleges are more likely to attend Mass regularly. The colleges recommended in The Newman 
Guide provide strong faith communities that support daily Masses and well-attended weekly Masses, and 
most have plentiful opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration — some even offer it perpetually.”  

But this faith formation does not begin in the college setting. Rather, it begins in the family with 
such practices as saying Grace before meals so to acknowledge our belief in God and His blessings upon us. 
This family faith is formed with conversations about God in the home—do we discuss Him as we do the 
movie of the week or the news of the day, is God part of our everyday life and do we bring Him into our 
marriages and families? This familiar teaching method is also supported by a well-formed and executed 
faith formation program in the parish. This is what provides support to the parents in the role as the “first 
of teachers and the best of teachers in the ways of faith” as noted in the baptismal ceremony of every child. 

Here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish I am very proud of our Faith Formation program—its curricu-
lum and the standards to which all are held; that we take it seriously and believe that what we are passing 
on is the Truth of Christ and His Church, which has a great impact on the kind of disciples we become and 
the Eternal home we shall enter into. I am also very pleased with the many and talented parishioners who 
volunteer in all of our faith formation programs. Dedicated and devoted men and women—and young 
adults. We are blessed.  

As the trend in many parishes over the course of this pandemic has been a reduction in activities and 
participation, I am pleased to see our parish carried on and even increased its outreach to those in need as 
well as to our own parishioners. Our Mass attendance has been steadily increasing as the State imposed  
restrictions are being eased and lifted. God willing, we shall return to “normal” and be once again fed,  
nourished and strengthened in the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ. We are the only Church to 
have this gift, an apostolic tradition from Christ to Francis and “to infinity and beyond”–or until He  
returns. Amen!  Happy Easter and may the real “force” be with you! 

javascript:openWindow('cr/1324.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/1323.htm');
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/05/transubstantiation-eucharist-u-s-catholics/
https://newmansociety.org/the-newman-guide/
https://newmansociety.org/the-newman-guide/
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Faith Formation News  
  
 Confirmation II Mass-all parents will receive an email with a sign up for the number of people in your 
family who are attending the Mass, including the Candidate and Sponsor. We will have reserved pews based on 
the number needed in the family. Overflow seating will be available in Russell Hall for the live streamed  
Confirmation Mass. 
  
 Faith Formation Parents, K-8! A video featuring highlights from our year - in person classes, Mass 
participation, Pageant, Stations and other fun events we held throughout the year will be emailed at the end of 
the Faith Formation Year. Although we had a very different year, it was still a year filled with unexpected gifts 
and opportunities to share faith together. The video will also announce the winner of the Susan G. Caldwell 
Award for outstanding Catechist. Watch for this video as it offers a glimpse of joy, grace and the presence of 
Jesus in our catechists, parents and children! https://youtu.be/Y65wME_nX_w 
 
 A deep and heartfelt Thank You to all of our catechists! As we look back on a unique, challenging 
and sometimes precarious Faith Formation, I am deeply touched by the commitment and care of our catechists! 
We had in person classes for our Sacramental Prep Classes (Grades 2, 9 & 10) and our catechists planned for 
and attended these faithfully. Our Class Masses were a beautiful sign of the faith of the families who were able 
to attend with their children while the online attendance allowed those at home to be with us like the  
Communion of Saints! These catechists learning to use the virtual platforms over the summer along with the 
catechists 4-8 also doing Zoom classes. Our Stations of the Cross, Christmas Pageant, SOUPerBowl, and  
Confirmation Service to the parish all proceeded in spite of all the uncertainty and the catechists were there for 
all of it.   
  
 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION BANNER is up in the Atrium. Parishioners are invited to take the 
name of a First Communicant home to pray for that child as they finish preparing for this most Holy  
Sacrament! First Communion will take place on Saturday, May 1st. 
 
 First Communion Retreat was a beautiful day filled with children, activities and the help of our  
catechists, teens and parents. A special thank you to Mrs. Tracey Staehle who led the children through a  
Guided Meditation with Jesus. Mrs. Theresa Bellacosa also joined us to provide the "Sound of the Bells" in 
between each activity while she actively prayed for our First Communicants. Teens Clara and Mia Casabal  
guided the groups of children to each activity. And to our catechists, Mrs. Josefina Casabal, Mrs. Christie 
Chapman and Mrs. Katie Maggiore, thank you, thank you, thank you for all of your considerable time and  
talent for the retreat as well as an entire year of love, care and teaching. We are a blessed parish! 
 
 CONFIRMATION II Interviews were held with the help and guidance of our Catechists, Ms. Caitlin 
McIlveen and Mr. Ray Bonner and Mr. McNair. We thank Mrs. Manuela Hanshaw, Mrs. Diane Whittemore 
and our Pastor, Father Whyte for the time preparing for the interviews and their presence conducting the  
interviews.   
  

 FAREWELL and THANKS to our Teen Catechists who will be off to college in the 
fall. We thank them for their many, many hours of service, lesson preparation, Class Mass preparation and 
their presence for the last 4 years in our Faith Formation classes. We are a blessed parish to have such  
dedication, commitment and faith in our teens-that they are willing to get up early on Sunday and be present to 
our youngest parishioners: You take with you our gratitude and prayers for success in college! 
 
 

Kat Bonnell, Kindergarten--Liam Tagliatela, Kindergarten 

Cat Orzell, Grade One--Julia Caputo, Grade One 

Ashley Heinrich, Grade Three--Olivia Coutinho, Grade Three 

Nick Kelly, Grade Four--Jack Pane, Grade Four 

Andrew Cavanaugh, Grade Six--Cassidy Murphy, Grade Six 

https://youtu.be/Y65wME_nX_w
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Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  Pantry Partners 

  The next distribution 
date for Saint Catherine's Pantry 
Partners is April 17th. 

YES YOU “CAN”! 
We appreciate all that 
you have done to  
continue to support  
St. Catherine of Siena’s 
commitment to our  
local neighbors through 
Eno Hall and the food 
pantry in Hartford at 
the House of Malta.  
Ongoing weekly drop 
offs are greatly  

appreciated and can be left in the vestibule. 
Items needed include:  
 

“Canned” 
Tuna and chicken and Spam 

Breakfast cereals and oatmeal 
Fruits and applesauce 

Vegetables 
Beans and rice of any kind 

Pasta, pasta salad mix, and canned pasta 
Soups (low salt or regular) 

Pancake mix and maple syrup 
Coffee and tea 

and… 
TOILET PAPER (individually wrapped or 

4 packs) 

BAKERS NEEDED 
Youth Ministry is preparing dinner for 35  
Hartford families (175 people) through Catholic 
Worker House on Wednesday, April 28th. To 
round out the meal, we are looking for volunteers 
to bake either cookies of any variety or any kind 
of bar pan cookie (brownies, lemon squares,  
blondies, etc) to deliver as part of the meal. If you 
are able to make a batch of cookies, please sign up 
using this link: http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq 

FEED THE HUNGRY 
MONTHLY LUNCH SERVICE 

 About our Ministry–Please help us feed the 
hungry in Hartford. Every month, we provide a 
lunch service on a Saturday to the clients of St. 
Elizabeth House and the Friendship Center. This 
lunch is provided for the homeless coming in for 
a quick meal, which differs from the meal  
prepared for the St. Elizabeth House for  
residents that live at that facility. (See below)  
Opportunities include making sandwiches,  
making a hot dish (all ingredients provided), and 
to help deliver to Hartford (SUV or van needed). 
See the bulletin for the sign-up link for volunteer 
opportunities. In-person preparation and food 
serving in Hartford will soon return as soon as 
pandemic restrictions are lifted. The next  
opportunity to volunteer is Saturday, April 24th. 

 
ST. ELIZABETH HOUSE 

 Dinner service is provided monthly to the 
residents who live at St. Elizabeth house. These 
residents were previously homeless and are now 
in transition. The Sunday of our serving date, vol-
unteers bring the food to the church and leave it 
in the kitchen by 3:45 PM. We pack the food and 
leave for Saint Elizabeth House by 4:00 PM. The 
next dinner service date is Sunday, April 25th.  

 

Street Sandwich Ministry 
 Thank you for your ongoing support of our  
sandwich ministry to help youth ministry’s  
ongoing commitment to feed the hungry. Last 
month, we collected and distributed over 1600 
sandwiches! Sandwiches are needed for the 
weekend of April 24–April 26 and will be  
delivered to local Hartford shelters including 
Loaves and Fishes, House of Bread, Immacare, 
and St. Elizabeth house. Sandwiches on any kind 
of bread, hard or soft bun, wrap, etc, and any  
variety including deli meat and/or cheese, tuna, 
egg and chicken salad, pb&j, etc. Please NO 
LETTUCE, TOMATO, or CONDIMENTS (they last 
longer without these). Drop off using the kitchen 
entrance on Saturday, 4/24 from 8-10 a.m.,  
Sunday, 4/25 from 8- 6 pm and Monday, 4/26, 
from 8-10 a.m. If you are able to help, please use 
this sign up genius link. https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf 

http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq
https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 
 

Blessed Easter to all our youth ministry families and teens.  
May the peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 

 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11th–COMBINED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL ZOOM-Please join us from 
home or in Russell Hall from 6-8 p.m., as we get creative with an evening of PAINTING WITH A 
TWIST. Early registration is requested using this link:  http://bit.ly/38QUrhK 
If you are joining us remotely, supplies will be dropped off in advance so that you can participate. 
Join us that evening via Zoom using this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82227717267?pwd=alloSVZKSTJkY0Q0eWR3dE9nRkU4Zz09 
Meeting ID: 822 2771 7267 
Passcode: 660246 
 
LEADERS NEEDED-WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28th, 6-8 p.m. in RUSSELL HALL-Leaders are 
needed to help youth ministry’s commitment to help prepare dinners for 175 food insecure  
individuals (35 families) with our JHYM, to be distributed through the Catholic Worker House,  
Hartford. If you are available to help us with this opportunity, use this sign up genius link to register 
by Wednesday, April 14th: https://bit.ly/2PEzzDo 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
MONDAY, APRIL 12th–“FINDING NEMO” in RUSSELL HALL from 6:30-8 p.m. In the  
movie, Dory tries to help Marlin find Nemo, but they are having a tough time finding their way. Join 
us to “see” how it might be hard to find your way. This is an evening of fun, friendship and faith that 
you won’t want to miss! Invite a friend too. Light refreshments served. To attend this meeting, please 
register using this sign up genius link:  https://bit.ly/3vYOskP 

Wedding Banns II 
 

Kelly Elizabeth Nedorostek and Michael Robert Smith 
 

April 17, 2021 

Additional Easter Flower Donations 
In memory of :        Requested by: 
Jim Sullivan        Mary Sullivan 
Deceased members of the McCabe & Duggan Families,  
Deceased members of the Jahne & Mikosz Families,  
Eleanor Hyde, Beverly & Ken Lapoli    McCabe & Jahne Families 

 

http://bit.ly/38QUrhK
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82227717267?pwd=alloSVZKSTJkY0Q0eWR3dE9nRkU4Zz09
https://bit.ly/2PEzzDo
https://bit.ly/3vYOskP
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