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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Second Sunday of Easter                                           April 11,  2021 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream  
all Masses  

@ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, April 10th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Lori Bonenfant, requested by  

 Grace Comeau;  

 Sunday, April 11th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 William Zuccon, 2nd anniversary,  

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 11th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Bob Bellacosa, requested by  

 David & Paula Cloud;  
 Sunday, April 11th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  

 Jack & Gwen Berry, requested  

 by their family; 

 Monday, April 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Rita Hayes, anniversary, requested  

 by the  Ryan Family; 

 Tuesday, April 13th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for the  

 Anna Ford Kirby, anniversary,  

 requested by her family;  

 Tuesday, April 13th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, April 14th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Manus Clancy, requested by  

 the O’Bryan Family; 

 Wednesday, April 14th @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary; 

 Friday, April 16th @ 8:30 a.m. for  

 Paul Egan, 3rd anniversary,  

 requested by the O’Meara family; 

 Friday, April 16th @ 9 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, April 17th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Ann Long, 1st anniversary,  

 requested by her family;  

 Sunday, April 18th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Ben Nascimbeni, Jr. birthday  

 remembrance, requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 18th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Eugene McNamara, requested by  

 Pat & Ross Fritscler; and, 

 Sunday, April 18th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  

 Catherine Gannon Lavins,  

 1st anniversary,  requested her family. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish  
provides to you both spiritual support and practical  
support—Catholic Action—by feeding our neighbors,  

investing in our children and youth, and keeping all of our 
parish’s stakeholders in the ‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 

We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and  
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to  
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide  
assistance to our neighbors in need—because of your  

generous and continuous financial support. Without it, our 
doors would close and our programs would be reduced.  

 
Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
 

Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $ 16,477.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $   3,791.00 
   Total:     $20,268.00 
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Easter Flowers:                              $        90.00 
Easter                                                $   7,751.00 

This week’s second collection 
 is for Repair & Refurbishment. 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

For all souls. 

Additional Easter  

Flower Donations: 

In memory of: 
 
Deceased members of the Chiodo, Delnick,  
Rebeccca and Okurowski Families  
 requested by Tony & Marie Delnicki 

 
Mary Jane, John and Kerry McVey  
 requested byAngela & Michael Clofine 
 
Elizabeth Sylvester  
 requested by Diane & Steve Whittemore 
 



 3 

 
 

Mass Attendance Returns 
 Over the Sacred Triduum and Easter season so far our Mass attendance and services on Good Friday were 
well attended and I wanted to thank everyone who participated. As you can well imagine, Easter along with 
Christmastime and Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Ash Wednesday are the biggest gatherings the Church sees 
over the course of the liturgical year. 
 This is important for many reasons not the least of which is that people remain connected to their faith to 
and their God as they express it by the public practice of their faith. This has been negatively impacted during the 
pandemic, understandably so. It is important, I would say vitally and eternally important that the Catholic faith 
does not become a Eucharist-free faith, that people just go to a “service” and not feel the need for the Body, Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of God in their lives as some Christian churches have become. Sadly, it is more about  
community—though very important—and less about the Lord; we are after all a community that is comprised of 
His Mystical Body of Christ are a sacramental Church. We must remember that. It is also import that we gather 
to “act.” Acting is the lived experience of faith. We act as we feed the hungry, pray in community, become what 
we receive from the altar—the Body of Christ—and serve others in need through the arms of the Church proper.  
 When we gather together we see the church in action and we come to better understand the importance 
of a lived faith, a people who under the direction of God Himself make the Lord present in the world. At our  
Confirmation interviews this past week I spoke to an impressive young man who talked  about his service work, 
particularly his work as part of the leaf rake team from our parish. He noted how much this work in the  
community made him feel good and how it put into reality his faith—helping others. That week the founder of 
the leaf rakes here in our parish, Mike Reilly, died. Mike may not have ever known how his actions years ago  
impacted a young man and drew him closer to the church. We should all consider how our actions may inspire or 
repel someone from faith. Words are important, actions even more so. Someone once said, “Preach often and 
sometimes use words.”  
 When we gather together we see a community of like-minded believers become a sign of the power to 
move forward. That’s what a community can do—motivate others to become part of it and be the prime mover of 
our actions, in concert with the Lord of course. It also reminds us that the Church is here—even when we are 
not—and she continues to do the work of God whether we are part of it or not. The Church will be here always, 
she will be baptizing and marrying, she will be confirming our youth and building up a desirable youth ministry 
and faith formation program, and praying for the sick and other needs; she will feed the hungry, provide for Malta 
House of Care, and she will be here to anoint our sick family members, hear their last confessions and bury them 
as they return to God. It is more than a building, though that is important too. We must remember to take care of 
her totally—body, mind and spirit—so that the Mystical Body is at work praising the Lord in word and deed 
(action) and Baptizing, making First Holy Communions, Confirmations, Marriages, and burying the dead and 
more. It is my hope, based on what I am seeing here at St. Catherine of Siena, that this will go on and on and on as 
people return in prayer and continue their support of the many standing ministries complete with people to build 
our parish as a vibrant and powerful sign of Christ among us. 
 I thank you for all that you do and are, in both word and deed, sacrificing and being Christ to one another. 
Kindly continue to register for Masses, classes and program activities by going to www.stcatherine.info / Faith 
Direct in support of the continuation of the legacy that is Christ and His Church: St. Catherine of Siena Parish. 
God Bless! 
 

Thank You to All Who Made Easter Happen 
 My sincere thanks to everyone—decorators, musicians, ushers, liturgists, altar servers, lectors and staff 
that put together all of the Sacred Triduum and Easter liturgies. Special thanks goes out to Kathi Bonner and  
Susan Zybert for their work in planning the liturgies, Manuela Hanshaw, Diane Whittemore, Lisa Cerchia, Mike 
Grappone, Anna de la Fe and … for working hard to make all things run smoothly; our cantors and musicians,  
lectors, ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, and altar servers for being present to everyone. And to Kathy Moore and 
Marlene Snecinski … for all their beautiful work in decorating the church; and to our parishioners who make it all 
happen. Much appreciated! 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Faith Formation News  
  

 CONFIRMATION II Parents! An email has been sent to each family that includes a Sign Up Genius 
for each Confirmation Mass. Each family will have a designated pew with the number of attendees which  
includes the Candidate and their Sponsor. Please sign up with the number of attendees no later than Tuesday, 
April 20th. For the 10 a.m. Mass, Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3fLeUIV (Candidate and Sponsor must be at the 
church no later than 9:15 a.m. for rehearsal). For the 1 p.m. Mass Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3cVEtoI 
(Candidate and Sponsor must be at the church no later than 12:15 p.m. for rehearsal).  
 THE FIRST HOLY COMMUNION BANNER is up in the Atrium. Parishioners are invited to take 
the name of a First Communicant home to pray for that child as they finish preparing for this most Holy  
Sacrament! First Communion will take place on Saturday, May 1st. 
 FAITH FORMATION Registration will be conducted in mid-May-check your email for the  
registration for those families with children presently in the program. For new students, forms and in person 
registration will take place in mid-May-please watch the bulletin for when the in person registration begins! 
 We have openings for Catechists in our fall Faith Formation Program! If you have faith enough to 
share and a willingness to spend your Sunday mornings with our young parishioners, please contact Kathi  
Bonner, Director of Faith Formation for more information on training, curriculum and support! Openings in 
Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 6 and Confirmation I (Grade 9).   
  Faith Formation Parents, K-8! A video featuring highlights from our year-in person classes, 
Mass participation, Pageant, Stations and other fun events we held throughout the year will be emailed at the 
end of the Faith Formation Year. Although we had a very different year, it was still a year filled with  
unexpected gifts and opportunities to share faith together. The video will also announce the winner of the  
Susan G. Caldwell Award for outstanding Catechist. Watch for this video as it offers a glimpse of joy, grace 
and the presence of Jesus in our catechists, parents and children! https://youtu.be/Y65wME_nX_w 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
VBS IS BAAAACK! Our parish will offer Vacation Bible School, 
"ROAR: Life is wild, God is Good!" SAVE the DATE: June 21-25th 
from 9:15 am - Noon. We will have a limited number of campers and 
student camp counselors so watch your email and the bulletin for more  
information to come! Questions and volunteer sign ups should to our  
VBS Director, Mrs. Anna de la Fe, anna12210@aol.com. 

https://bit.ly/3cVEtoI
https://youtu.be/Y65wME_nX_w
mailto:anna12210@aol.com
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Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  Pantry Partners 

  The next distribution 
date for Saint Catherine's Pantry 
Partners is April 17th. 

YES YOU “CAN”! 
We appreciate all that 
you have done to  
continue to support St. 
Catherine of Siena’s 
commitment to our  
local neighbors through 
Eno Hall and the food 
pantry in Hartford at 
the House of Malta.  
Ongoing weekly drop 
offs are greatly  

appreciated and can be left in the vestibule. 
Items needed include:  
 

“Canned” 
Tuna and chicken and Spam 

Breakfast cereals and oatmeal 
Fruits and applesauce 

Vegetables 
Beans and rice of any kind 

Pasta, pasta salad mix, and canned pasta 
Soups (low salt or regular) 

Pancake mix and maple syrup 
Coffee and tea 

and… 
TOILET PAPER (individually wrapped or 

4 packs) 

BAKERS NEEDED 
Youth Ministry is preparing dinner for 35 Hart-
ford families (175 people) through Catholic 
Worker House on Wednesday, April 28th. To 
round out the meal, we are looking for volunteers 
to bake either cookies of any variety or any kind 
of bar pan cookie (brownies, lemon squares, blon-
dies, etc) to deliver as part of the meal. If you are 
able to make a batch of cookies, please sign up 
using this link: http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq 

FEED THE HUNGRY 
MONTHLY LUNCH SERVICE 

 About our Ministry–Please help us feed the 
hungry in Hartford. Every month, we provide a 
lunch service on a Saturday to the clients of St. 
Elizabeth House and the Friendship Center. This 
lunch is provided for the homeless coming in for 
a quick meal, which differs from the meal  
prepared for the St. Elizabeth House for  
residents that live at that facility. (See below)  
Opportunities include making sandwiches,  
making a hot dish (all ingredients provided), and 
to help deliver to Hartford (SUV or van needed). 
See the bulletin for the sign-up link for volunteer 
opportunities. In-person preparation and food 
serving in Hartford will soon return as soon as 
pandemic restrictions are lifted. The next  
opportunity to volunteer is Saturday, April 24th. 

 
ST. ELIZABETH HOUSE 

 Dinner service is provided monthly to the 
residents who live at St. Elizabeth house. These 
residents were previously homeless and are now 
in transition. The Sunday of our serving date, vol-
unteers bring the food to the church and leave it 
in the kitchen by 3:45 PM. We pack the food and 
leave for Saint Elizabeth House by 4:00 PM. The 
next dinner service date is Sunday, April 25th.  

 

Street Sandwich Ministry 
 Thank you for your ongoing support of our  
sandwich ministry to help youth ministry’s  
ongoing commitment to feed the hungry. Last 
month, we collected and distributed over 1600 
sandwiches! Sandwiches are needed for the 
weekend of April 24–April 26 and will be  
delivered to local Hartford shelters including 
Loaves and Fishes, House of Bread, Immacare, 
and St. Elizabeth house. Sandwiches on any kind 
of bread, hard or soft bun, wrap, etc, and any  
variety including deli meat and/or cheese, tuna, 
egg and chicken salad, pb&j, etc. Please NO 
LETTUCE, TOMATO, or CONDIMENTS (they last 
longer without these). Drop off using the kitchen 
entrance on Saturday, 4/24 from 8-10 a.m.,  
Sunday, 4/25 from 8- 6 pm and Monday, 4/26, 
from 8-10 a.m. If you are able to help, please use 
this sign up genius link. https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf 

http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq
https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf
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Wedding Banns III 
 

Kelly Elizabeth Nedorostek 
and  

Michael Robert Smith 
 

April 17, 2021 

Attn: Men of the parish 
Holy Family Monastery will hold  

two Men's Retreats, 
May 1st and May 15th,  

from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.  
which includes lunch and dinner.  

 
Sign up at holyfamilyretreat.org 
Address: 303 Tunxis Road, West  

Hartford, CT 06107.  
Suggested Donation $150.00 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
SENIOR HIGH 

TONIGHT-SUNDAY, APRIL 11th–COMBINED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL ZOOM-Please join us 
from home or in Russell Hall from 6-8 pm, as we get creative with an evening of PAINTING WITH A 
TWIST. Sign up required using this link:  http://bit.ly/38QUrhK  Grinders will be served. If you are joining 
us remotely, supplies will be dropped off in advance so that you can participate. Join us this evening via 
Zoom using this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82227717267?pwd=alloSVZKSTJkY0Q0eWR3dE9nRkU4Zz09 
Meeting ID: 822 2771 7267, Passcode: 660246 
 SUMMER SERVICE/MISSION TRIP – Monday, June 14-Thursday, June 17, 2021 (4-days) 
Registration is open now for our summer service/mission trip. More information and details will be available 
shortly. Our “week” of service is focused on serving our community and others including working with the  
homeless, showing kindness and compassion to the elderly, feeding the hungry, and a labor of love with a 
splash. There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 7 pm. To join this meeting, 
please use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85409134288?pwd=MjIxRy9nVkVUOXBuenowbXI5SXQ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 854 0913 4288, Passcode: 056820 
 “IT’S A BIG DEAL”-Sunday, May 2 from 5-8 p.m.–SENIOR TRIBUTE FOR OUR GRADU-
ATING SENIORS. We hope everyone will join us to honor all of our graduating seniors of the Class of 2021 
for dinner and recognition, and an evening of fun! just see how BIG A DEAL this is!! Registration is  
required to attend, and please sign up using this link by no later than Tuesday, April 27th:  
https://bit.ly/3fvjsTy 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
MONDAY, APRIL 12th–“FINDING NEMO” in RUSSELL HALL from 6:30-8 pm. In the movie, Dory 
tries to help Marlin find Nemo, but they are having a tough time finding their way. Join us to “see” how it 
might be hard to find your way. This is an evening of fun, friendship and faith that you won’t want to miss! 
Invite a friend too. Light refreshments served. To attend this meeting, please register using this sign up genius 
link: https://bit.ly/3vYOskP 
 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28th –COOK AND BAKE FOR THE CATHOLIC WORKER HOUSE 
(CWH) 6-8 p.m. in Russell Hall (Note time change). If you’ve never joined us, or if you are a “regular”, 
please consider coming out this evening to help prepare dinner for 35 food insecure families in Hartford, or 
175 people! No experience necessary and we definitely could use the extra hands tonight! Please use this link 
to register: https://bit.ly/3rfDBzd 

http://bit.ly/38QUrhK
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82227717267?pwd=alloSVZKSTJkY0Q0eWR3dE9nRkU4Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85409134288?pwd=MjIxRy9nVkVUOXBuenowbXI5SXQ1Zz09
https://bit.ly/3fvjsTy
https://bit.ly/3vYOskP
https://bit.ly/3rfDBzd
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