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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

Third Sunday of Easter                                           April 18,  2021 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Kathi Bonner  
860 658 4737 or kathidre@aol.com  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream  
all Masses  

@ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, April 17th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Ann Long, 1st anniversary,  

 requested by her family;  

 Sunday, April 18th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Ben Nascimbeni, Jr. birthday  

 remembrance, requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 18th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 Eugene McNamara, requested by  

 Pat & Ross Fritschler;  
 Sunday, April 18th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Catherine Gannon Lavins,  

 1st anniversary,  requested her family; 

 Monday, April 19th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 John Warden, Sr., anniversary,  

 requested by the Ryan Family; 

 Tuesday, April 20th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for the  

 Nini Mary Orsini, requested by  

 the Brucker Family;  

 Tuesday, April 20th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, April 21st @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 

 Leonard Ianzito, birthday remembrance, 

 requested by his family; 

 Wednesday, April 21st @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary; 

 Friday, April 23rd @ 8:30 a.m. for  

 Ruth Farley, requested by Kathy Cochener; 

 Friday, April 23rd @ 9 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, April 24th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Anthony Brancato,  anniversary,  

 requested by his family;  

 Sunday, April 25th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 John Malley, 1st anniversary, 

 requested by his family; 

 Sunday, April 25th @ 11:00 am Mass for  
 James O. Hall, Jr. 16th anniversary,  

 requested by his family; and, 
 Sunday, April 25th @ 5:00 pm Mass for  
 Ann Long,  requested by 

 Marianne & John O’Neill. 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish  
provides to you both spiritual support and practical  
support—Catholic Action—by feeding our neighbors,  

investing in our children and youth, and keeping all of our 
parish’s stakeholders in the ‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 

We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and  
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to  
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide  
assistance to our neighbors in need—because of your  

generous and continuous financial support. Without it, our 
doors would close and our programs would be reduced.  

 
Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
 

Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $10,844.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $   3,768.00 
   Total:     $14,612.00 
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair  & Refurbishment        $1,365.00 
Easter Flowers:                              $      10.00 
Easter                                                $    735.00(add’l) 

 
 

Next week’s second collection 
 is for Pantry Partners. 

Sanctuary Lamp  
Memorial  

 
Dolph Fusco,  

birthday remembrance,  

requested by his family. 
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Forward with Faith Campaign Realizes “Pay-Off” for Parish 
 Coming this October 1-3, 2021 will be our “Falling for Faith Spectacular” a program for our whole  
parish—the young and the young-at-heart alike, which will offer music, relationship conversations and  
community building steeped in the faith of our local Catholic community here at St. Catherine of Siena Parish and 
all thanks to the generosity of our parishioners who participated in our Forward with Faith capital campaign.  
 Our FWF campaign was aimed at reaching out in faith to our young parishioners, those in their 20s and 
30s who were raised in the Catholic faith but for whatever reasons no longer practice it, and for families who do 
attend Mass and take part in our parish activities, for empty-nesters and for our senior parishioners who might 
now have different faith-challenges. The three-day event is meant to kick-off a deeper, more intimate and  
beautiful journey to become closer to Christ and His Love, Mercy and Kindness. 
 

What’s in store for this 3-day event? 
 A multi-media three-day festival of music,  
relationship conversations, food and community—an event 
for all ages—teens, young adults, older adults and families; 
fun and faith, great music and food; examine our  
relationship with God and with others—who we are and are 
called to be—made in His image and likeness. 
 Talks and conversations on the existence of God,  
emotional virtues and drama-free relationships, the  
importance of being part of the Mystical Body of Christ—
the Church—and her teachings on social justice, Truth and 
more.  
 This will be an amazing kick-off to our FWF  
campaign to help make God more relevant in our everyday lives and how we are to become more like Christ in 
our families, our choices and in the way we make the world a better place for all of us to live in. The three-day 
event is comprised of indoor and outdoor events, music and food and enjoyment, talks and conversations,  
interactions, Masses and more. Nationally known Catholic speakers and musicians including Ryan Trembley and 
his wife, Elizabeth; speakers Sarah Swafford and Kevin Dowd and more.  
 Save the dates and be part of this wonderful parish-wide spectacular! 
 More information to follow in coming weeks. 
 

Eucharistic Reception at Mass  
Just a gentle reminder as we return in larger numbers to Mass 
and the Holy Eucharist, that we remain socially distanced in 
the communion line, save for household family members, and 
reverently receive our Lord in the hand, moving at the time of 
reception from the priest or Eucharistic minister to the right 
or left, and consume the Holy and Sacred Body of Christ at 
that time. I have seen some people take the Eucharist to their 
pews and consume it. This is not appropriate, as we are called 
to receive it and consume at the point of reception. We are in 
no rush to “get out of the way” for the next in line to receive 
and consume. 
 Sometimes and certainly unknowingly the Eucharist 
may fall to the ground or somehow part of it may dislodged 

from the whole. Sadly, I have even found one or two Eucharist’s on the grounds outside. If someone wraps the  
Eucharist in a tissue to take home to loved one who is ill, please let us know of this need and either I or a  
Eucharistic Minister can bring the sick Holy Eucharist. Thank you. 

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 
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Fath Formation News  
 CONFIRMATION II Parents! Parents, please remember to go to Sign Up Genius to register you and 
your family for Mass. Please include the Confirmation Candidate and Sponsor in the number of people you 
register. Your entire group will sit together in the designated and reserved pews. Please sign up no later than 
Tuesday, April 20th.  
 For the 10 a.m. Mass, Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3fLeUIV  
 (Candidate and Sponsor must be at the church no later than 9:15 a.m. for rehearsal).  
 For the 1 p.m. Mass Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3cVEtoI  
 (Candidate and Sponsor must be at the church no later than 12:15 p.m. for rehearsal).   
 THE FIRST HOLY COMMUNION BANNER is up in the Atrium. Parishioners are invited to take 
the name of a First Communicant home to pray for that child as they finish preparing for this most Holy  
Sacrament! First Communion will take place on Saturday, May 1st. 
 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS sign up links have been sent to each parent. Please use the 
links provided below to sign up the number of family members attending in the church. Each family may have 
10 members including the First Communicant. As some families will have fewer than 10 attending, we will be 
able to expand attendance for families larger than 10 (while staying within the safety  
guidelines), once we have the sign ups completed by Tuesday, April 27th:  
 

 FHC 10 AM Mass Sign ups: https://bit.ly/2Q0iXXj 
 FHC 1 PM Mass Sign ups: https://bit.ly/3mE0tbf 

 

 FAITH FORMATION Registration will be conducted in mid-May-check your email for the  
registration for those families with children presently in the program. For new students, forms and in person 
registration will take place in mid-May-please watch the bulletin for when the in person registration begins! 
 A deep and heartfelt Thank You to all of our catechists! As we look back on a unique,  
challenging and sometimes precarious Faith Formation, I am deeply touched by the commitment and care of 
our catechists! We had in person classes for our Sacramental Prep Classes (Grades 2, 9 & 10) and our  
catechists planned for and attended these faithfully. Our Class Masses were a beautiful sign of the faith of the 
families who were able to attend with their children while the online attendance allowed those at home to be 
with us like the Communion of Saints! These catechists learning to use the virtual platforms over the summer 
along with the catechists 4-8 also doing Zoom classes. Our Stations of the Cross, Christmas Pageant,  
SOUPerBowl, and Confirmation Service to the parish all proceeded in spite of all the uncertainty and the  
catechists were there for all of it. We have openings for catechists (Religion Teachers), in Kindergarten, 
Grade One, Three, Four and Six. Please contact Kathi Bonner for more information! 
Kathidre@aol.com, 860.658.4737. 

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

April 
-Mon, 19th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Prayer Shawl, RH, 3 p.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Confession, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 19th—Parish Council, zoom, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 20th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 20th—Evening Adoration, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Wed, 21st—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Thurs, 22nd—Deanery Meeting, RH, 10 a.m. 
-Fri, 23rd—Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 24th—Feed the Hungry 
-Sat, 24th—Confirmation, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. 
-Sun, 25th—St. Elizabeth House, prkng lot, 3:45 p.m. 
-Sun, 25th—Sr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 26th—NO Confession, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 27th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 28th—Jr. High Youth Ministry/RH, 6 p.m. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED! The warm weather is  
approaching and soon it will be time to begin  
caring for the spring flowers that decorate the 
planters around the church property as well as the 
Rectory. Over the years we’ve had wonderful  
volunteers helping to keep the flowers watered as 
well as looking beautiful.  No gardening experience 
needed, only a willingness to help keep these  
flowers blooming. Any help would be greatly 
appreciated. If interested, please contact Barbara 
Hopkins at (860) 658-5478 or 
barbhopkins@comcast.net. 

https://bit.ly/3cVEtoI
https://bit.ly/2Q0iXXj
https://bit.ly/3mE0tbf
mailto:Kathidre@aol.com
mailto:barbhopkins@comcast.net
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Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 
Mercy & Parish Ministry News  

Pantry Partners 
 The next distribution date 
for Saint Catherine's Pantry  
Partners is May 15th. 

YES YOU “CAN”! 
We appreciate all that you 
have done to continue to 
support St. Catherine of 
Siena’s commitment to 
our local neighbors 
through Eno Hall and the 
food pantry in Hartford at 
the House of Malta.  
Ongoing weekly drop offs 
are greatly appreciated 
and can be left in the  

vestibule. Items needed include:  
 

“Canned” 
Tuna and chicken and Spam 

Breakfast cereals and oatmeal 
Fruits and applesauce 

Vegetables 
Beans and rice of any kind 

Pasta, pasta salad mix, and canned pasta 
Soups (low salt or regular) 

Pancake mix and maple syrup 
Coffee and tea 

and… 
TOILET PAPER  

(individually wrapped or 4 packs) 
 

BAKERS NEEDED 
Youth Ministry is preparing dinner for 35  
Hartford families (175 people) through Catholic 
Worker House on Wednesday, April 28th. To 
round out the meal, we are looking for volunteers 
to bake either cookies of any variety or any kind 
of bar pan cookie (brownies, lemon squares,  
blondies, etc) to deliver as part of the meal. If you 
are able to make a batch of cookies, please sign up 
using this link: http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq      

FEED THE HUNGRY MONTHLY 
LUNCH SERVICE 

 Please help us feed the hungry in  
Hartford. Every month, we provide a lunch  
service on a Saturday to the clients of St.  
Elizabeth House and the Friendship Center. This 
lunch is provided for the homeless coming in for 
a quick meal, which differs from the dinner  
prepared for the St. Elizabeth House residents 
that live at that facility. 
 In-person lunch service at the shelter has 
resumed! ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE A 
COVID-19 VACCINATION. Our priority is  
protecting the vulnerable population we serve as 
well as the volunteers. On Sat., Apr. 24 we will 
carpool from St. Catherine's at 9:45 am to St.  
Elizabeth's House. At the shelter we will prepare 
and serve lunch.  

Sign up at http://bit.ly/FTHLunchApr24  

 

ST. ELIZABETH HOUSE 
Dinner service is provided monthly to the  
residents who live at St. Elizabeth house. These 
residents were previously homeless and are now 
in transition. The Sunday of our serving date,  
volunteers bring the food to the church and leave 
it in the kitchen by 3:45 PM. We pack the food 
and leave for Saint Elizabeth House by 4:00 PM. 
The next dinner service date is Sunday, April 
25th.  

 

STREET SANDWICH MINISTRY 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our  
sandwich ministry to help youth ministry’s  
ongoing commitment to feed the hungry. Last 
month, we collected and distributed over 1600 
sandwiches! Sandwiches are needed for the 
weekend of April 24–April 26 and will be  
delivered to local Hartford shelters including 
Loaves and Fishes, House of Bread, Immacare, 
and St. Elizabeth house. Sandwiches on any kind 
of bread, hard or soft bun, wrap, etc, and any 
 variety including deli meat and/or cheese, tuna, 
egg and chicken salad, pb&j, etc. Please NO 
LETTUCE, TOMATO, or CONDIMENTS (they last 
longer without these). Drop off using the kitchen 
entrance on Saturday, 4/24 from 8-10 a.m.,  
Sunday, 4/25 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. and Monday, 
4/26, from 8-10 a.m. If you are able to help, 
please use this sign up genius link. 
 https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf 

http://bit.ly/2P4G5Dq
http://bit.ly/FTHLunchApr24
https://bit.ly/3cxg0Gf
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Attn: Men of the parish 
Holy Family Monastery will hold two Men's Retreats, 

May 1st and May 15th,  
from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.  

which includes lunch and dinner.  
 

Sign up at holyfamilyretreat.org 
Address: 303 Tunxis Road, West  

Hartford, CT 06107.  
 

Suggested Donation $150.00 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
SENIOR HIGH 

SUMMER SERVICE/MISSION TRIP–Monday, June 14th-Thursday, June 17th, 2021 (4-days).  
Registration is open now for our summer service/mission trip. More information and details will be available 
shortly. Our “week” of service is focused on serving our community and others including working with the 
homeless, showing kindness and compassion to the elderly, feeding the hungry, and a labor of love with a 
splash. There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 7 p.m. To join this Zoom 
meeting, please use this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85409134288?pwd=MjIxRy9nVkVUOXBuenowbXI5SXQ1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 854 0913 4288, Passcode: 056820 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 25th in Russell Hall from 6-8 p.m.-The Mustard Seed (In person or remote)–Just how 
small is a mustard seed? Join us this evening to find out. The humble, small mustard seed grows into a large 
mustard tree or mustard bush, inspiring great things from small beginnings. Let’s plant a seed and see just 
how large you can grow. Pizza will be served. Invite a friend too! Please register using this link:  
https://bit.ly/2Qfigt2   To join the ZOOM meeting, please use this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81270288064?pwd=ZU1RNEZHelpON1VibXBaM1RZNFMxUT09 
Meeting ID: 812 7028 8064, Passcode: 244790 
 
“IT’S A BIG DEAL”-Sunday, May 2 from 5-8 p.m.–SENIOR TRIBUTE FOR OUR GRADUATING 
SENIORS. We hope everyone will join us to honor all of our graduating seniors of the Class of 2021 for  
dinner and recognition, and an evening of fun! Just see how BIG A DEAL this is!! An rsvp and registration 
is required to attend so that proper preparations can be made at the table and in dining. Please sign up using 
this link by no later than Tuesday, April 27th: https://bit.ly/3fvjsTy 
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28th –COOK AND BAKE FOR THE CATHOLIC WORKER HOUSE (CWH) 
6-8 PM in Russell Hall (Note time change). Even if you have never joined us, or if you are a “regular”, 
please consider coming out this evening to help prepare dinner for 35 food insecure families in Hartford, or 
175 people! No experience necessary and we definitely could use the extra hands tonight! Please use this link 
to register: https://bit.ly/3rfDBzd 
 
MONDAY, MAY 3rd–WHAT TO EXPECT IN HIGH SCHOOL ICE CREAM SOCIAL–6:30–8 p.m. 
in Russell Hall. An evening for all 7th and 8th graders–Join us for an ice cream social and meet our “expert 
panel” of high school students from all schools in the area including NWC, SHS, Granby High, Canton High. 
What should I expect? How do I fit in? How do I join a club, a team, or try out for a play? Some members of 
Senior High youth ministry will join us to talk about all these topics and more–bring questions and a friend 
too! Please register in advance using this link: https://bit.ly/3scozuD 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85409134288?pwd=MjIxRy9nVkVUOXBuenowbXI5SXQ1Zz09
https://bit.ly/2Qfigt2
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81270288064?pwd=ZU1RNEZHelpON1VibXBaM1RZNFMxUT09
https://bit.ly/3fvjsTy
https://bit.ly/3rfDBzd
https://bit.ly/3scozuD
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