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A Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hartford 

The St. Catherine Parish Legacy Fund is committed to  
ensuring the long-term stability of our parish and its  
ministries.  Please consider a gift in lieu of flowers upon a 
loved one's passing as a way to ensure our community 
will thrive well into the future.   

The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time     November 7, 2021 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday  
9:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m.  

Pastor: Reverend Michael Whyte, 860 658 1642  
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrative Assistant-Parish Office  
Mrs. Lisa Cerchia  
860 658 1642 or stcathy@comcast.net  
 

Interim Director of Faith Formation  
Mrs. Carmen Altamirano 
860 658 4737 or carmen@stcsimsbury.org  
 

Director of Youth Ministry  
Youth Ministry Office 
Manuela Hanshaw, 860 658 1642 or 
Manuelahanshawym@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Zybert  
860 217 0600 or susanzybert@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Manager  
Mr. Michael Grappone, 860 658 1642  
 

Parish Council President  
Mr. Mike Coutinho 
860 408 1649 or mikevinda@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Council Chairman  
Mrs. Jennifer Orzell 
860 729 1079 
 

Parish Legacy Fund Chairman  
Mr. Peter Pabich, 860 810 5069 
 

Parish Lay Trustees  
Mrs. Ann Hoffman, 860 651 3887 
Mr. Steven Moretta, 860 658 9630 

Thanks for worshiping with us. 
If you would like to join our parish 

family, fill out a yellow membership form found 
in the vestibule or atrium and mail it to us, drop 

it in the collection basket or 
call us at 658 1642. 

 

We Welcome You to Our  
Family of Faith! 

Mass/Liturgy Schedule:  
Saturday Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses at 8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  
(Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend,  
NO 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass)  
Daily Mass at 8:30 a.m., & Livestreamed, Monday through 
Wednesday, and Friday. (Yearly)  
  
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Or by appointment, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptisms and Baptismal Preparation:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642  
  
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony:  
Please call the parish office at 860 658 1642 at least  
6 months in advance  
  
Choir Practices:  
Adult—Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Youth—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  
Contemporary Music Group—Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
  

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
Website News: email to: 
   StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net  
 265 Stratton Brook Road, Box 184 
West Simsbury, Connecticut 06092  
Tel: 860 658 1642 /Fax: 888 297 3134  
Email: stcathy@comcast.net  
Website: www.stcatherine.info Facebook Page:  
St. Catherine of Siena Parish-West Simsbury CT 

WELCOME! 
We welcome all visitors who are celebrating with us today. As is 
our custom at St. Catherine of Siena, please remain in your pew 
for the singing of the first and last designated verses of the  
recessional hymn. 

 
Livestream  
all Masses  

@ 
 

stcatherine.info 

mailto:carmen@stcsimsbury.org
mailto:StCatherineWebMaster@Comcast.net
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 Saturday, November 6th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Madeline Wylie, requested by her family;  

 Sunday, November 7th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 Dr. William O’Meara,  

  requested by his family; 

 Sunday, November 7th @ 11:00 a.m. Mass for  
 Carlotta June Iannello, requested by  

 her family,  

 Sunday, November 7th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Frances A. Fitzgerald, requested by  

 the Neureither Family; 

 Monday, November 8th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Nancy Jo McKenna, requested by  

 MaryAnn & Philip Pilon;  

 Tuesday, November 9th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 All Souls; 

 Tuesday, November 9th @ 9:00 a.m. Adoration; 

 Wednesday, November 10th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass 

 for all Veterans, living and deceased; 

 Wednesday, November 10th @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary, 

 Friday, November 12th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for  

 Charles Deye, requested by his family; 

 Friday, November 12th @ 9 a.m.  

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 

 Saturday, November 13th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  

 Eileen Egan, 28th anniversary, 

  requested by her family;  

 Sunday, November 14th @ 8:00 am Mass for  

 James Silvester, birthday remembrance,  

  requested by his family; 

 Sunday, November 14th @ 11:00 a.m. Mass for  
 Mary Kuszaj, birthday remembrance,  

 requested by her family, and, 

 Sunday, November 14th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for  
 Grade 4 Class. 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION: 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our parish! 
In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish  
provides to you both spiritual support and practical  
support—Catholic Action—by feeding our neighbors,  

investing in our children and youth, and keeping all of our 
parish’s stakeholders in the ‘Spiritual Loop’, if you will! 

We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and  
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to  
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide  
assistance to our neighbors in need—because of your  

generous and continuous financial support. Without it, our 
doors would close and our programs would be reduced.  

 
Thank you for parishioners like you! 

 
Thank you for using both our online Faith Direct  

services or for mailing your envelope to: 
Post Office Box 184, West Simsbury, Conn. 06092 

 
Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:     $ 7,602.00 
Faith Direct weekly giving:    $ 3,828.00  
   Total:     $11,430.00 
 
Other Generous Giving: 
Repair & Refurbishment..           $  130.00 
World Mission                               $    55.00 
Catholic Grammar School...........$    25.00  
Various                                              $ 300.00 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorial  
 

In memory of   

Pam Giana,  

4th anniversary,  
requested by her family.  

The Lector Workbooks  
for the upcoming year are 
labeled and available on 

the credenza in the  
vestibule. Please pick 

them up after Mass this 
weekend. Thank you. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember to use our P.O. Box 
when mailing items to St. Catherine.  

 
The address is: 

St. Catherine of Siena 
P.O. Box 184 

West Simsbury, CT 06092-0184. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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   FROM FATHER MICHAEL...  
 
“Duplicity” in Our Lived-Faith Lives 

 When we think of the word “duplicity,’ what comes to mind? The dictionary defines it as: (noun, ) 
deceitfulness; double-dealing. Similar words are: deceitfulness, deceit, two-facedness, double-dealing, dishonesty, 
fraudulence, etc. The Bible uses the word a few times, and in today’s Gospel message the word “duplicity” comes 
to mind when we hear the Lord speak about the Scribes in this manner: "Beware of the scribes, who like to go 
around in long robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues, and places of honor 
at banquets. They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very  
severe condemnation." He portrays them as leaders but without the “servant leadership” understanding that the 
Lord Himself follows…no indeed, these scribes seem to have come to be served… 
 Duplicity is not always an outward movement, or should I say a proactive action. Rather, sometimes du-
plicity or deceit or even the outcome of fraudulence can be wrapped in a form of words or actions that appear 
steeped in being just lukewarm or indifferent. Not caring about something—the homeless or the lost, or in simply 
seeing a need and figuring that “someone else” can handle it; a kind of attitude that says “it’s not my job!” 
 This indifference or lukewarmness, which we see invade the practice of faith all too often, is in fact the  
opposite of what Jesus calls every Christian to become, a caring and acting person… “Be doers of the word and not 
hearers only, deluding yourselves.” (James 1:22) The Saint continues with idea of faith being fully activated in our 
lives, meaning being a practitioner of faith in everyday life, when he says, “Religion that is pure and undefiled  
before God and the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their affliction and to keep oneself unstained 
by the world.” (James 1:27) The widow in today’s gospel account does just that. Poor herself and without the  
comfort of a large bank account, she gives her small yet powerfully large donation to the Lord, for she knows the 
importance of giving from the heart, and in doing so she illustrates her great faith in the Lord to provide for her 
own needs. How often do I act like the widow…and do I not trust enough in that God will provide? 
 This conversation is much more than about cold, hard cash. It is about the way in which I give. When I 
give to the local food shelter, do I offer the good things of my pantry or do I offer the expired or the not-cared-for 
food items? When I thin-out my closet, does the bag of clothes comprise only the worn or out-of-style items; 
when I open my wallet for charity does the giving hurt? Or do I throw in the single dollar bill figuring that is 
enough, I gave? I guess the good “measuring tool” to use in our personal giving should come from our  
understanding of the meaning of the Our Father, particularly the phrase: “…forgive us of our sins as we forgive others…” 
What is the size or the “value’ of the depth and breadth of God’s Mercy that I hope He bestows upon me? Do I 
want the $20 value or the $1 amount of Mercy? Should I follow the understanding of giving which the widow or 
the well-to-do giver when it comes to being a “doer of the Word?” 
 

Two-for-One, One-in-Being… 
 This weekend in the atrium and the vestibule you will find sign-up sheets for the following parish  
ministries: Lector, Eucharistic Minister, Usher and Adult and Youth Altar Server.  
 It is my sincere hope that you will consider helping our parish out by signing up for one of these  
ministries, which are carried out while you are already here for Mass (two-for-one, one-in-being…). It is a 
“heavenly deal.”  
 Training for each of the ministries will be offered during the latter part of November, and training will be 
offered both during the day and the evening hours to accommodate varying schedules. It is my hope that we will 
have enough participants so that people are not over-scheduled, but are able to add to the celebration of the Mass 
by your faithful service as an adopted son and daughter of God.  
 Having the right number of Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and Acolytes ensures the smooth  
execution of the Mass, and it enables the “full and active participation of the faithful” in the Mass, as directed and 
called for by Vatican II. It also makes it possible so that while the Mass is celebrated reverently for the praise and 
worship of God, it also keeps the celebration of the Mass to an appropriate time frame. 
 If you have any questions about serving at Mass or any other question about the Mass, please feel free at 
any time to ask me. Thank you for your service to God and His Church. 
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Events: 
The grade 4th Class Mass is Sunday Nov 14th at 5 p.m. Parents please have 
your children at the church at 4:30 p.m. for rehearsal.  

All children k-8 may attend Sunday class in their (appropriate) pajamas if 
they bring a non-perishable breakfast food item for the food bank, cereal, 
pancake mix, granola bars, juice, etc. Any parents willing to help load food in 
boxes and bring them over the church would be appreciated.  

First Reconciliation is Sunday Nov. 21th at Saint Catherine of Siena church 
at 3 p.m. Please arrive by 2:45 p.m. Children will sit with their families. All  
family members are welcome.  
 
NEW INITIATIVE: Every week we will ask one religious order to pray for our  
children, families, catechists and our priest. Last week, the Faith Formation office  
requested prayers from two religious orders: Benedictine Order Monastery of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and Contemplative Sisters of Saint John St. Therese  
Convent.  
 
This week, we placed our prayer request to the Carmelite Sisters of the Most  
Sacred Heart of Los Angeles. They will present our petitions to our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament during Holy Mass, and Eucharistic adoration for our community.  
 
Service Opportunities for Confirmation Hours. The bulletin is full of service  
opportunities and can be accessed at www.stcatherine.info. 

St. Timothy and St. Thomas the Apostle Schools open enrollment begins soon!  
We invite you to join us for a tour and to visit our school family! Open Houses will take place Wednesday,  
November 10th at 5:00 p.m. at STA and Monday, November 15th at 5:00 at STMS. Register with Kerry Smith at  
admissions@stmswh.org. Come discover the difference a St. Timothy and St. Thomas the Apostle School  
education can make in your child's future. Meet the teachers, speak with current parents, and see what sets St. 
Timothy and St. Thomas the Apostle apart from other schools. 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle School: https://www.stthomasapostlewh.org/apply-to-sta 

St. Timothy Middle School: https://www.stmswh.org/visit-stms 

Calling all kids! Halloween is 

filled with treats. Share the fun and  
donate a portion of your Halloween candy 
to give treats to Feed the Hungry. All 
treats will be distributed by The Feed the 
Hungry Group at the monthly visits to the 
Saint Elizabeth House. Donations may be 
dropped off in the candy boxes in the 
Atrium and Vestibule. 

CHILDREN'S 
LITURGY  

OF THE WORD 
 

meets again in  
Russell Hall on  
November 14th 

during the  
11 a.m. Mass. 

http://www.stcatherine.info/
mailto:admissions@stmswh.org
https://www.stthomasapostlewh.org/apply-to-sta
https://www.stmswh.org/visit-stms
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
ALL YOUTH MINISTRY 

 CHRISTMAS is just around the corner, and youth ministry will be “adopting” a family this year–a 
single mom with 2 young children, 20 months and 7 years old. Mom works, but had a significant back injury 
this last year. Mom cannot afford a car or gas, so she walks or takes public transportation to work, to do  
grocery shopping, etc. More information to come shortly, but please know that this program is completely  
voluntary. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

SENIOR HIGH 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21st–APPLE PIE NIGHT! This year, there 
are two options available to help make apple pies. You can join us this evening, and bring a large bag of  
apples, a paring knife to cut the apples, and an apple peeler. We will provide everything else. If you prefer to 
make the pie at home, please email Mrs. Hanshaw and she will send you the recipe. Please register using this 
link if you will be making pies either in person or at home so that we have an accurate count of pies:  
https://bit.ly/3mvaEjL  All pies need to be delivered to Russell Hall by no later than Monday, November 
22nd at 9:30 a.m.  
 

JUNIOR HIGH 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8th-Join us for an evening of “FRIENDSHIP” in Russell Hall from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Tonight we will be participating in obstacle courses in the blind, as we “see” who our real friends are. What 
does friendship actually mean, what kind of friend are YOU? You might be surprised who your friends really 
are. Light refreshments will be served. BRING A FRIEND TOO! Please register in advance using this link: 
https://bit.ly/3C1PrTR 
 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17th–COOK AND BAKE in RH from 6:15-8 p.m. Please join us  
tonight to help prepare a special meal for local families and some in Hartford that are food insecure. No  
experience is necessary, we will provide the recipes and ingredients too. BRING A FRIEND! To register for 
this evening, please sign up using this link: https://bit.ly/2ZG8GEr 
 
Please follow us on Instagram at stcatherine_youthministry and on Facebook at St. Catherine of Siena 
Youth Ministry–our picture is a blue anchor within an orange circle.  

Upcoming Parish Meetings & Events  

November 
-Sat, 6th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 7th—Daylight Savings Time ends. 
-Mon, 8th—Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 8th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Tues, 9th—Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 9th—Adult Choir, RH, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 10th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Sat, 13th—LEAF RAKE, RH, 7:30 a.m. 
-Sat, 13th—Confession, Church, 4 p.m. 
-Sun, 14th—Grade 4 Class Mass, 5 p.m. 
-Sun, 14th—Confirmation, all rooms, 6 p.m. 
-Mon, 15th—Prayer Shawl, Library 3 p.m. 
-Mon, 15th—NO Confession, Church, 6 p.m. 
-Tues, 16th—NO Adoration, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Tues, 16th—Evening Adoration, Church, 7 p.m. 
-Tues, 16th—Adult Choir, RH, 7:30 p.m. 
-Wed, 17th—Rosary, Church, 9 a.m. 
-Wed, 17th—Jr. High Youth Ministry, RH, 6:30 p.m. 
-Thurs, 18th—Men’s Club, RH, 6:30 p.m. 

Annual Clothing Drive for Veterans 
 

From Friday, November 11th-
December 11th the Simsbury 
VRW Post 1926 will held their 
annual clothing drive for  
veterans in need at the  
Department of Veterans  
Affairs Home in Rocky Hill, 
Newington, West Have and at 
the Virginia Connelly Home in 
Simsbury. Donated items will 
be used as holiday gifts so all 
clothing items are to be new, in 
original packaging with tags and unwrapped.  
Clothing most needed for men and women are  
sweaters, coats, slipper, sweatpants and sweatshirts, 
glove, socks, etc. Sizes needed range from Medium 
to 4XL Also requested are personal items such as 
shampoo, conditions, body wash, powder, lotion,  
deodorant, batteries, postage stamps and gift cards 
for music. Thank you for your participation.  

https://bit.ly/3mvaEjL
https://bit.ly/3C1PrTR
https://bit.ly/2ZG8GEr
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Parishioner’s Corporal Works of 

Pantry Partners 
This month’s distribution is on November 20th. 
We give fresh meat, fruit and vegetables 
monthly to Simsbury residents in need of an 
assist to their food budget. This is possible 
through your generosity and the good folks at 
Foodtown in New Hartford. We encourage you 

to patronize this grocery store. 

St. Elizabeth House 

 We are now able to return to in-person 
meal service for the residents at St. Elizabeth 
House in Hartford. All volunteers MUST be  
fully vaccinated against COVID-19. For those not 
fully vaccinated, we appreciate your service in the 
form of purchasing or preparing food to serve.  
Our next service date is Sunday, November 28th. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F44ADAD2DA64-stelizabeth16    

FEED THE HUNGRY-Nov 20th 
Thanksgiving Meal 

Please sign up by Weds, Nov 17. Sign up at 
www.stcatherine.info or  

https://bit.ly/FTHLunchNov20 
There are 2 ways to help: 
 Prepare and Serve Lunch In-Person: We will 

carpool from St. Catherine's at 9:45 am to St. 
Elizabeth's House in Hartford. At the shelter we 
will serve an early Thanksgiving meal for resi-
dents as well as for other food insecure guests. 
We should be done by 1:00pm and will return 
to Simsbury afterwards. 

 Make sandwiches: Please see the weekly bulle-
tin "Street Sandwich Ministry" section to sign-
up to make sandwiches that we will bring to 
Hartford for this visit. 

Questions? Contact Rich Sickinger at  
richsickinger@gmail.com or 860-558-6940. ALL 
VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE THE COVID-19 
VACCINATION. We serve a vulnerable  
population and their safety is our priority and we 
want to protect our volunteers as well . 

YES YOU “CAN” continues to support our  

St. Catherine of Siena food pantry, the Eno Hall food  
pantry and St. Justin’s/St. Michael’s parish in Hartford, 
especially during the holiday season and Thanksgiving. 
Your generosity and ongoing support and compassion 
for the hungry helps this ministry thrive!  
 This month, we are focusing on the following 
items: Bottled juice (apple, cranberry), coffee and 
tea, tomato sauce, cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, 
cornbread and/or stuffing mix, peanut butter and 
jelly, cold breakfast cereals and oatmeal, and fruits 
(jarred or canned).  

Thanksgiving help needed for the 
STREET SANDWICH MINISTRY 

The Street Sandwich Ministry, serving the Hartford 
homeless community will collect sandwiches for 
Thanksgiving distribution on Saturday, November 
20th from 8-9:45 a.m., Sunday, November 21st 
from 8-6 p.m. and Monday, November 22nd from 
8-10 a.m. Confirmation service hours available. 
 Sandwiches of any kind are needed–rolls, 
bread, pita, wraps, filled with deli meats/cheese of any 
kind, tuna or chicken salad, or any kind of protein. 
Please NO CONDIMENTS OR LETTUCE.  
 Please deliver individually wrapped  
sandwiches to the kitchen using the outside kitchen 
entrance (near the garage/shed). Please do not use 
the atrium entrance to deliver sandwiches.  

 Please use this link if you are able to help:    
https://bit.ly/3BlAD1d 

CAN YOU BAKE AN  
EXTRA APPLE PIE? 
Youth Ministry is asking for 
your help to make an extra apple 
pie to distribute to local shelters and families at  
Thanksgiving time. Cooked apple pies need to be  
delivered to Russell Hall on Sunday, November 21

st
 

or Monday, November 22
nd

 by 9:30 a.m. If you are 
able to make a pie, please follow this simple recipe, or 
any recipe that you may like! 

 

RECIPE (For each pie) 
8 larger peeled apples, sliced into similar size  
sections,  
1 tsp lemon juice,  
1 tsp cinnamon,  
2 TBS flour, 
3/4 cup white sugar,  
1 lg. Ziploc bag,  
One box (2 pie crusts) Pillsbury pie crusts 

 

DIRECTIONS-Peel all apples, cut out the core and  
remove all seeds. Cut apples neatly in approximately 
similar size slices. After peeling and slicing, put apples 
in large Ziploc bag. Add flour, sugar cinnamon and  
lemon juice. Seal bag and bake and mix bag until all 
apples are well coated. Open pie shell, roll out and place 
in  center of pie pan. Empty contents of apple mixture 
neatly into your pie shell. Cover with the second pie 
crust–be creative here. Bake pie at 375 for about 45 
minutes or until golden brown on top and a knife slides 
easily through the cooked apples.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ADAD2DA64-stelizabeth16
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44ADAD2DA64-stelizabeth16
http://www.stcatherine.info/
https://bit.ly/FTHLunchNov20
mailto:richsickinger@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3BlAD1d
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LEAF RAKE 
Autumn is here and soon the leaves will begin to fall. Time again to start planning for our 
community service project, raking leaves for the elderly in our community as well as 
those that are not able to do their leaves. 
 Come out and join other parishioners as we rake lawns for those who need 
assistance. Bring the whole family, for what has traditionally been a fun filled day. We are 
looking for people with rakes and blowers. The date for the leaf rake is November 13th 
at 7:30 a.m. in church parking lot, rain date to be November 20th. There will be  
sign-up sheets in the vestibules of the church to volunteer as well as to sign up lawns that 
will need to be raked. Please feel free to contact Bill Tagliatela, (860) 930-3322,  
wtagliatela@gmail.com with questions or if you would like to sign up via e-mail. Thank 
you for all you do. 

 Volunteers may sign up using this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-leaf  

Advent Traditions 
Advent Wreath Making, the "At-Home Edition", continues this year! 
We'll supply the materials and you build your original Advent wreath 
with greens-AT HOME! Pick up your Advent Wreath Making Kit after 
Masses the weekend of Nov 27/28 in Russell Hall. Kits will be labeled by 
family name. So we have enough supplies please reserve your kit by  
signup genius at St Catherine of Siena: Advent Wreath - Grab & Go Kits 

(signupgenius.com)  by Nov. 22nd. Contact Karen or Rich Sickinger at  
860-558-6940 or sickfam@comcast.net with any questions.  

mailto:wtagliatela@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EAEA92EA5F49-leaf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-advent1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054eaea92ea5f49-advent1
mailto:sickfam@comcast.net
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