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Saturday, November 4th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 
Carole Gibboni, requested by
Carmen & Teri Mascaro; 

Sunday, November 5th @ 8:00 a.m. Mass for 
Tony Drapelick, 7th anniversary,
requested by his family;   

Sunday, November 5th @ 11:00 a.m. Mass for
Diane Ostrow, birthday remembrance,
requested by her family;

Monday, November 6th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for
Ronald J. Buttrazzi, 
requested by Kate Stewart;

Tuesday, November 7th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for 
Lucille Donohue, requested by 
Mary Ellen Bailey;

Tuesday, November 7th @ 9 a.m. Adoration;
Wednesday, November 8th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for

Kelley Brimmer Flynn, requested by 
Jean McNulty & family; 

Wednesday, November 8th @ 9:00 a.m. Rosary;
Friday, November 10th @ 8:30 a.m. Mass for

Andrew Jagla, birthday remembrance;
Friday, November 10th @ 9:00 a.m. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy; 
Saturday, November 11th @ 5:00 p.m. Mass for 

Ronald Dudley, requested by his wife & son; 
Sunday, November  12th @ 8:00 a.m. Mass for 

Francis Hoffman, requested by 
Myles & Julia McCabe; and,  

Sunday, November 12th @ 11:00 a.m. Mass for
Michael Cirafici, 5th anniversary,
requested by his wife.

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Thank you for your financial support of our parish!

In these uncertain times, it is my hope that our parish 
provides to you both spiritual support and practical 
support Catholic Action by feeding our neighbors, 

investing in our children and youth, and keeping all of our 

We are able to livestream the Masses, provide unique and 
creative Faith Formation, Youth Ministry; we are able to 
continue our 6 ministries which feed, care and provide 
assistance to   our neighbors in need because of your 

generous and continuing financial support. Without it, our 
doors would\close and our programs would be reduced. 

Weekly Loose Cash/Checks:      $  7,312.80
Faith Direct weekly giving:     $ 4,094.54 

Total:       $ 11,417.34
Other Generous Giving
Various      $       385.00
Repair & Refurbishment       $      75.00
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This Sunday, November 5 at our 11 a.m. Mass, our parish will remember the Faithfully Departed all 
those who were buried from our parish from November 2022 through October 2023 in a brief ceremony 
following the homily.  We will read the names of the faithfully departed, toll a bell, and incense the Book of the 
Dead placed upon our altar.

The purpose of this liturgy is two-fold: First, to pray for the deceased. We pray for those who might be in 
Purgatory for the purification of their souls and their entrance into Heaven so that every sin may be forgiven 
and every tear wiped away. In addition, second, we pray for their intercessory prayers on our behalf, that they 

walked the face of the earth.  
It is good that we pray for our faithfully departed

and others whom we loved who lived in other towns but are remembered in our liturgical celebrations. That is 
why we celebrate all the faithfully departed during the month of November. 

. These envelopes 
provided by our parishioners and listed  with the names of their family and friends on the back shall be prayed for 
collectively at all our Masses this November and, will also be prayed for name specific during my morning and 
evening prayers each day during the month.

In doing so, we help the deceased in their preparation to meet God; and, then in our prayers to them, they 
assist us in our practiced and lived-experience of the faith in our day-to-day activities. 

I hope our parish will turn out for this brief but beautiful and spiritually significant event as we remember 
the dead and offer our prayers both for the purification of the souls in Purgatory as well as for the spiritual 
guidance of those who are already in the Kingdom of God. Something good we can all do for everyone whom we 
remember this November.

Our gospel this weekend, from Matthew (23:1- The greatest among 
you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted

He came not as a royal king, not as a powerful, long-entrenched politician nor as one possessing privilege and 
generational wealth. He did not teach in the Ivy League institutions, nor before packed stadiums, or from the 
Hollywood screen or Broadway stage.

He was humble. He walked with the poor and the ignorant. He taught in the market places and in the 
synagogues as well as along the riverbanks, the seashore and upon the mountaintops. He healed lepers, the blind 
and the deaf, raised the dead to new life, sat with the unwashed and even slept in a manger. He did not associate 
with the $10,000-a-plate crowd at the fanciest hotels. 

other meaning that He put others before Himself, and desired to lead those He to Truth. He spoke only Truth, 
there was no weasel-wording, no follow-up statements after the press conference to clarify His statement, and no 
advance team to plant the seed or see what would be acceptable to the crowds. He was, is and will always be 

two opposing concerns can be true at the same time, e.g., life is a gift from God and sacred, or that life is nothing 

Truth, a Truth that will set us free as the song says not a truth of shades or levels of truth depending on the 
emotional setting. His Truth is for all and is what shall lead us to be whom He created us to be.  

in-and-through our daily activities, inspired and directed by faith, we can become humble disciples shining His 
Light to others; sharing His Truth for anyone who is open and chooses to follow Him. Humble leadership 
inspiring a response of Free Will. What a gift!
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St. Catherine of Siena Faith Formation 
Zach Wood, Director; zwood@stcsimsbury.org; 860-658-4737. 
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A Teaching Mass 
 Over the next few months, I will use three  
Specific Masses to teach the finer points of the Mass: 
what are we saying at Mass, what is the meaning and purpose of 
the words of the Mass, and what is actually happening at specific 
points of the Mass.  
 These three Masses one Saturday Vigil, one 8 
a.m. Mass, and one 11 a.m. Mass which have been 
slated as Faith Formation class Masses, will be  
offered so that we all have a better understanding of 
just what we are doing at the Mass. You know the 

 
participate. The teaching of the Catholic Church,   
illustrates the Mass as a participatory event, and the 
better we understand what we are actually doing the 
more we will take away from the Mass thus the 
more the Mass will guide and inspire us to be better 
disciples of Christ.  
 For your spiritual benefit, the following dates 

 
November 4th, 5 p.m.;  

January 21st, 8 a.m. and March 3rd, 11 a.m.  
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