
Pastoral Council Meeting  
Sept 1, 2022 
Time:    6:45 pm Location:   SFC Mother Cabrini Hall   
 
Attendees: 
Staff 

X Fr. Nathan Reesman X Fr.  Kevin Harmon  Chris Chlebek (Joint finance) 

 Seminary intern Dominic Lazzaroni  (Sem. Intern) Nicholas Waddell X Don Theisen (SMIC finance) 

Immaculate Conception (Term-End) 

X Joe Gresser (Trustee) 1-24 X Mary Swosinski (Trustee) 3-23 X Oscar Valladares 1-23 
X Jean Franke 2-24 (Chair)  X Bob Wenzlaff 1-23 X Melinda Jessup 1-25 
X  Mitch Ziesmer 1-24 (Vice Chair)   Kathleen Paul 2-25 X Bob Jandre 1-24 

X Harold Siercks (Secretary) 2-25     

      

Saint Frances Cabrini (Term-End)  
X Dave Kohlmann (Trustee) 4-24 X Mary Herdrich (Trustee) 4-23 X Lysette Kopecky 1-24 

X  Lynn Corazzi (Chair) 2-23  Nick Shera 1-23 X Dave Zimbal 2-24 

X  Gregg Jashinsky (Vice-chair) 2-24  Mike Murphy 1-23 X Jeff Godbout 1-24 

X Cathy Spies (Secretary) 2-25 X Dave Vogel 1-25   

 
Meeting Topics: 

 

 Opening Prayer – Fr. Nate read the scripture, asked for intentions and led us in prayer. 
 

 Review and approval or corrections to past minutes – There were no correction on the actual minutes, 
but several names were misspelled and there were some incorrect committee members.  Once these were 
corrected, the minutes were approved.   
 

 Follow up discussion to October Eucharistic Revival Day (who will be attending) – Kathleen Paul, Lynn 
Corazzi and Lysette Kopecky will be attending the Eucharistic Revival Day on October 22 in addition to Fr. 
Nate.   
 

 Status update on St. Vincent de Paul needs and special fundraising – St. Vincent de Paul was very 
appreciative of the donations from both SFC and SMIC (the thank you cards were shared).  In addition, the 
SFC book sale committee has agreed to donate all the proceeds to them.   St. Mary’s rummage sale will 
donate 50% of their proceeds (their goal is $8,000 so they hope to donate $4,000).  Don Theisen reported 
that St. Vinny’s came and collected multiple desks from the old school.   Fr. Nate asked Harold (and Jean 
Gorman) to contact the director of St. Vincent de Paul and ask him to come to our December meeting to 
report to the council on their current financial state and what their long- term plan will be. 

 

 This Man is You -  Dave Vogel shared that the first session of This Man is You will be Sept. 7 and 
encouraged the men to participate.  He also shared that he had done a presentation for the 4th graders of 
SFC on “How and WHY we say the Rosary”.  He will also be doing the presentation at Holy Angels.   The 
Knights of Columbus have graciously donated the books for the 4th grades and will continue to do so.   

 

 Dave also shared that the SFC church librarian had asked him to look into fixing a “hole” in the wall of the 
church library. 

 

 Fall Picnic updates and needs –The fall picnic is set to go on Sunday, Oct. 2 following the Journey Mass 
(11:30 – 3).  The biggest need is volunteers.   Cathy and Harold shared the “sign-up genius” with the 
Council members and Father encouraged all to sign up.  Kim Nielsen requested to borrow some games 



from St. Marys’ and that should be fine.  A request would also go out in the e bulletin for both volunteers 
and boxes of candy for game prizes.   It was also suggested that we should have more volunteers to 
monitor the kids area.  Financially, we will probably not break even (last year we had some “seed money” 
that we do not have this year.   But as the goal is to get our Parishes together and have fun, it was not a 
concern.   

 

 Lynn asked Father if we will be going back to having both the Body AND the Blood (wine) at Communion.  
Father Nate did not think so at this time as Covid is still a concern.   Father also expressed the need for 
more Eucharistic Ministers.   Father hopes to have a “Eucharistic minster refresher course.”  Greg also 
shared that we are in need of more ushers.   
 

 Adoration Chapel Updates – Lysette reported that there are currently 340 people registered for the 
adoration chapel with 257 of those as commitments.   An “adoration newsletter” will be coming out soon 
that Lysette encouraged us to look at and to share with others.  Most people have found the adoration 
chapel to be a very positive experience.  We still do not have the hoped for “2 people per hour” and she 
asked that we encourage others to sign up – especially as there is such a high number of substitutes and 
the computer program makes getting a sub quite easy.  Lysette answered questions and gratitude was 
expressed to Lysette and her committee for the job that they have done.      As for the work still needed in 
the chapel, Russ is now back to work on it, but there is still of lot to do.  At some point, the chapel will need 
to be closed to get the work done.  (Lysette said the computer program will send a mass email to all so all 
adorers will be informed when this takes place, or anytime the chapel is closed.)  Fr. Nate is also looking 
into possibly purchasing pews for the adoration room that will match those coming into the Church.    

 

 Fr. Harmon will discuss his 3 initial impressions of each parish as a “new comer” and subsequent 
reactions and thoughts for our mission 

 
1) – Both SFC and SMIC – He felt both parishes are lacking in activities for young adults and high 

schoolers.  Julie Braun and Father and Nicholas are going to have a cook out for young adults (18-35) as 
a meet and greet and possibly a movie night.   Others shared that this have been an on-going concern.   

2) SMIC – St. Marys’ is in need of more servers.  He met with Mary Abel and they will follow up on this.  
3) He shared that he LOVES the 9:30 Mass.  Great music and full pews.   
 
SFC – He shared that SFC seems very “rigid”.  A common answer when he asks why something is done that 
way is “because that’s how it’s always been done”.    
 
SFC school – He feels the school is very solid.   The numbers are stabilizing, solid Principal and it seems to 
be off to a good start.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Breakout meeting topics:   St. Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
 

 Status of the Spanish Mass and Spanish ministry 
o Fr Kevin will celebrate the Spanish Mass about every 6 weeks, with the other Masses supported 

by the Archdiocese. 
o Feedback from Oscar is that the Hispanic community is very pleased with Fr Kevin and his 

support. 
o Translated Mass announcements will be available in the Sacristy. 
o Fr Kevin is looking into having the Spanish speaking Parishioners being able to contact a Spanish 

speaker through the Cabrini Parish Office. 
o Fr. Tito will be here from Honduras and celebrate the 9-11 Spanish Noon Mass followed by a Pot 

Luck dinner.   
o Fr Kevin stressed that it is important for the Anglo community to ‘mingle’ with the Hispanic 

community to help build one Parish community. 

 Green Tree neighborhood outreach status 
o Back to School donations totaled over 1,300 items.  Green Tree was very appreciative and 

thought this might be as much as 2 years worth of assistance for the students. 
o It was noted that the Green Tree school has the highest elementary enrollment in the District. 
o Related to school issues, it was brought up that the High School has a group of students that 

come 20 minutes early to school for a prayer session.  It would be appreciated if Fr Kevin could 
support that group at some time. 

 Project updates and first draft of LOA cash flow timeline 
o School driveway to be paved ‘before the snow flies’ per the contractor. 
o The Steeple entrance design will feature a patio style connecting all three entrances to a 

common center steps area.  The design group continues to finalize plans to ensure code 
compliance and it should be ready by spring. 

o The school area renovations continue with plastering on-going.  Several rooms need to be 
cleaned up prior to the start of Religious Education classes starting. 

o Prior desks, cabinets, etc. have been removed with the exception of three large teacher desks.  
Available for free, you pick up. 

 

 Committee Reports: (As necessary) 
o Stewardship and Fellowship– Harold Siercks 

 Contact with Sysco was made with fish ordered for the October 28th fish fry.  Remainder of the items 
required will be ordered shortly after an inventory. 

 
o Prayer & Worship – Kathleen Paul 

 No additional report. 
 

o Finance –  Bob Jandre and Bob Wenzlaff 
 Finalized budget is due to the Archdiocese by September 15th. 
 We made our budget predictions with a net surplus after capital expenditures of approximately 

$2,600. 
 The Council accepted the briefing on the budget information and it will be submitted to the 

Archdiocese, with an update coming in the Bulletin to brief the Parish. 
 

o Faith Formation – Mitch Ziesmer– Bob Wenzlaff 
 No additional report. 

 
o Human Concerns (includes Honduran Connection –   Oscar Valladares 

 No additional report. 
  



 
SFC Breakout meeting topics: 

 
 Update of the coordinator of Liturgy position – After posting the position 2 different times and not 

getting a quality individual, Lori Schneider and Mary Zimmer.   Each will have 20 hour per week 
positions.   Mary will continue to help out at St. Mary’s.  The two have split up the responsibilities of 
Masses, liturgy, music selection, funerals, weddings, etc.  Lori will decide if developing a choir is 
possibly, or if most of her time will be used to get special music for the Advent/Lent seasons.   Brenda 
will now be full time pastoral care.   At the end of the year this will be re-evaluated.   
 

 Construction project updates:   
 
Little Saints area – SFC received a $20,000 grant for playground equipment, but needed to do much 
prep work in order to get ready for it.  Most of it is done, although they will need to “re-fence” the 
area.  There was also a water leak in the old “Journey” portion of Little Saints.  Much damage was done 
but insurance should cover most of it.  Currently the staffing is good, but there is constant turn-over 
(which is very common is the day care industry.) 
 
School Bathrooms and lockers – All that have seen the new bathrooms agree that they look great.  
Next summer the other 2 will be done.  All the lockers were removed over the summer and the new 
ones are on a boat waiting to be unloaded.  There really is no idea when they will get here, but so far, 
the students have adjusted to using the bare space for their materials.  Where the K3 and K4 kids are, 
there will be hooks instead of lockers.   
 
Chapel- The Chapel doors are being varnished and they are also working on the framed icons and the 
altar.   
 
Confessionals – We just need the doors and, as with the chapel, they are also being varnished.   
 
Murals – The 2 side murals are done and rolled up and stored.  The main mural has 5 sections with 2 
currently done.  They can be stored for as long as we need.   Nothing will be put up until the leak in the 
roof can get fixed – and there is no idea when this will happen.   
 
Lighting- The church lighting is almost done along with new controls that will allow Father to have the 
lights go off 30 minutes after he turns everything off.   
 

Committee Reports : (As Necessary) 
 

 Stewardship and fellowship – Mike Murphy – No report 
 

 School – Nick Shera – Nick wasn’t available but Father shared that enrollment is at 206 (up from 202).  
He did say a good amount of students were on grant assistance.  Will Waech wrote to get information 
on “school choice” vouchers.   Father shared that we currently do not have them as he feels strongly  
that a parish should support its’ own school   He also is concerned that the government may eventually 
put “strings” attached to receiving the vouchers.   That said, he is open to looking into it.   
 

 Prayer and worship (includes adoration)–  Lysette Kopecky -The adoration part was discussed earlier.  
Lysette now has a “committee” for prayer and worship.  They will be meeting soon.  

 



 Human Concerns –  Cathy Spies – Family Promise collection is coming up at SFC from Sept. 12-19.   It 
was also brought up that St. Marys heard that Family Promise will no longer be housing their clients at 
the churches.   Cathy will contact FP and if this is correct, she will organize a group to clean out our FP 
close.  The committee will be meeting at the end of Sept.  

 

 Finance – Jeff Godbout and Greg Jashinsky – No meeting 
 

 Faith Formation – Dave Zimbal and Dave Vogel – no meeting 
 
 
 

Next meeting:   Thursday, October 6th    – 6:45 at SFC 


