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Session Five:  Lessons From and Reflections on the Good Samaritan 
 
Prayer 
 
Can we judge or blame the first two travelers for walking past?  

 We live in a world that for reasons of liability, insurance, and the risk of lawsuits and 
physical harm radically discourages the type of charity displayed by the Good Samaritan.  

 We also hear and know stories of people who stopped to help who wound up attacked 
and harmed by fraudulent people faking injury, preying upon the goodness of others.   

 Most of us would have probably walked past this person as well.   
 

Are we obligated to be put in harm’s way to help others? What leads us to do so? Heroic vs 
ordinary?  Saint Gianna Molla as a case study. 

 There is a well-developed set of traditions in moral theology about the types of actions 
that are considered to be above and beyond the basic demands of charity, knowing that 
for many reasons it may be prudent to hold back.   

 One cannot discount the legitimacy of these layers of careful moral reasoning.   

 However, in their way they are not particularly inspiring.   

 They run the risk of doing the same thing that Mosaic Law had begun to do in the time 
of Jesus: allowing for a crusted-over shell on people’s behaviors that engendered a 
hardness of heart in order to preserve the law.  

 
To live such radical charity, one must begin with the allegorical reading first: 
 
Return to the patristic reading:  wounded humanity that God rescues on the side of the road  

 In our prayer we must put ourselves in the position of the wounded traveler.  

 We must see that Christ has walked the dangerous road, has picked us up and put us on 
his shoulders, and has paid the ultimate price to the innkeeper.  

 Only from this starting point, infused with the life of the sacraments and the Word, can 
we hope to begin to live the radical demands of neighbor in this Gospel.  
 

 
The importance of the Stories of the Saints 

 The narrowest legal answer to the lawyer’s question about who is my neighbor is that 
“neighbor” is fundamentally a member of one’s people.  The lawyer asking the question 
knew that because he knew what the Scripture says and he would have been aware of 
the contemporary debates about the nature of this question.  

 Presumably we already know basic obligations to our fellow human being.   

 But what inspires us and cuts open our hard hearts are the stories of the parables, and 
the stories of the saints.  More than mere lists of requirements.  
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Does the parable and example apply to everyone?  

 It is true that most of us would and will struggle to live out the implications of this 
parable in its fullness.   

 Yet, the parable is crafted by the Lord to align with the character and nature of the 
human heart that the Lord also created.  We all have hearts that are made for the type 
of love displayed in this story.   

 We can think of all the reasons in the world to rationalize a watering-down of this 
charity for a safer, less-risky kind of love.  However, we cannot ignore the tug on our 
hearts when we see suffering and the voice of our conscience when we walk past it.  
God made us for radical love and the Good Samaritan parable illuminates our true 
capacity for great kindness.  

 It is there within us, placed there by God, if only we give it room to operate.   
 

 Imagine how different our political discussions would be about: Immigration, abortion, 
war, guns, prison reform, euthanasia, the arms trade, drug legalization, and human 
trafficking (to name a few) if our hearts were truly torn open with the full impact of this 
parable.  
 

 
Imitating the Good Samaritan requires telling the truth even when it hurts 

 It is a false reading of this story to see it only or merely as summons to the corporal 
works of mercy.   

 What we all need, even more than the bandaging of our wounds, is the balm of truth, 
especially after the mistaken ideas of the culture have left us all half-dead at the side of 
the road.  

 It is an act of kindness to explain hard things.  We must be people who both give bread 
as well as give advice.   

 
End of Session Five 
 
 
 
 
 
  


