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Session Twelve:  Reflections on the Last Parables of Matthew, and the Series Conclusion 
 
Prayer 
 
The second coming: a communal perspective vs. an individual perspective   

 to the ancients: their communal view was prior to their individual view.   

 The Second Coming makes the most sense to a culture that first sees the person as 
belonging to a larger whole, and then secondarily, less dominant, sees the self as an 
individual person in isolation. 

 The modern view is the exact opposite of this.  We start with the person and then define 
society as a collection of individuals who on their own decide to join together to create 
it or make it up.  The individual is in the decision driver-seat in this view.  

 In the ancient view, one thought of the community’s overall good first in order to know 
how an individual should act.  There was no room for isolated thinking.   

 The Second Coming rightly understood is a strong corrective to the modern individualist 
mindsets.   

 The second coming is about a bringing to light and a completing of all the hidden 
elements of lives that are not healed or solved until everyone knows the “all in all” of 
everyone’s choices.  

 An individual’s particular judgment, fate, or destiny is incomplete without being able to 
view it, or know it, or experience it in the broader context of the judgement and fate of 
the whole world that only arrives when Christ returns.  

 

 We need to re-think our underpinnings of community life in our current world.   

 We’ve become hyper-individualized and ungovernable people.  
 
 
 
The importance of a wedding, spousal imagery to explain space, time, and reality:  

 Christ is the bridegroom, we are the bride.   

 Salvation as a wedding banquet: deep union, life, joy.   

 We can safely say that because the Lord chooses this description of himself as a spouse 
to reveal himself to us, that it speaks to a normative or binding quality of marriage itself 
in the created order.   

 This is heterosexual marriage and the proper differentiation of what is male and female, 
a union of two complementary natures.  

 A culture or world that attempts to redefine marriage as something other than the 
union of a man and a woman is not a properly Christian culture that is in accord with 
divine revelation.  

 The same can be said of attempts to re-define gender as a fluid concept that one 
chooses for oneself.  
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 The spousal imagery to describe God’s desired union of salvation with us the human 
race runs so deep in the Scriptures that it cannot be set to the side as an accident, or as 
an adjustable image.  

 Two persons of the same sex cannot image or point to the spousal union of Christ the 
bridegroom with the Church/humanity his bride.   

 Same sex unions are not a union of biological complements, and they cannot on their 
own ever create new life.  

 Whatever one wants to call them, they cannot be a substitute for Christian marriage.  

 The union of male and female stamped in the human created order is a central pointer 
to the human destiny of union with Christ and to his final coming.   

 
Individualist cultures re-define marriage 

 The attempts to re-define and re-invent marriage and gender apart from God’s design 
and plan for humanity are a clear example of the above problem of individualistic 
viewpoints over ruling the view from the communal.   

 Any humanity that believes in its own collective good and future knows that no 
individual should freely choose to think it normal or acceptable to engage in 
relationships that by nature cannot reproduce or have children.   

 No ancient or previous culture that believed in survival of its race would have ever cut 
off fertility and normative marriage in the vast and destructive way that we have in the 
past several decades.   

 
The point:  the last judgement demands communal thinking, and one of the strongest safe 
guards of that proper communal mindset is accepting gender and marriage on God’s terms. 
These two things go together to ensure our future.  
 
 
The Gift of the Gospel teaching about the 2nd Coming:  

 It is critical for social stability that we know three certain facts from Christian revelation:   

 that the world will end in its current form, that we don’t know when, and that it will be 
completely obvious to everyone when it does.  

 And we can apply these in most ways on a personal as well as a communal level.  

 Our own death shapes our life, and it is critical to our formation as persons that we 
know that we are going to die and be judged.  

 
Working in reverse:  3rd point first:  its obvious nature is essential 

 If it were not the Gospel teaching that the end of time would be inescapably obvious, 
we would always think the world was ending every decade or so and we would simply 
have constant upheaval.  

 The world is always unstable.  A generation that has never been taught history forgets 
this key point of perspective and freaks out at the signs of trouble that come.  
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 If we find ourselves asking the question: “is the world ending?” then the very fact that 
we have to ask tells us that it is not, because we know from the Lord that the end will be 
crystal clear.  

 
 
2nd point that we cannot know when the end will come:  

 This is easy: no one would study or learn anything or work toward an end if we were 
given all the answer keys in advance of the exam.  

 Our lack of knowledge about the timing of the end of the world keeps us striving and 
reaching which is what perfects us as finite, fallen creatures.  

 This is just good parenting or classroom management on God’s part.   

 If I knew exactly when my parents were coming home from being out, I’d throw a wild 
party until 30 minutes before their arrival.   

 
Lastly: Why we NEED eschatology in our secular world today, knowing the world is going to 
end: to stand before a judge that is NOT of this earth. 

 We descend further and further into the chaos of social division in part because our 
society does not acknowledge a judge higher than our own selves.   

 It is like the children thinking they run the household without any parents in the picture.  

 Any society that answers to no higher power or judge will have no way to resolve social 
conflicts, and they will lose any ultimate brakes or checks on tyranny over others.  

 Or, it will place far too much weight on earthly governmental systems to be the 
salvation and solution to all problems.  Earthly systems cannot bear that kind of weight.  

 
Were prior Christian eras perfect? No.  However…. 

 It is true that there has always been war in our fallen world, including in prior eras of 
Christendom when we all knew there was a higher judge, etc.  

 However, the bloodiest eras and regimes in history have been modern and atheistic.  

 And, in the earlier, Christian eras of history when there were fights and battles among 
the baptized persons or Christian kingdoms, the Biblical teachings about justice, law, 
divine judgement, and personhood were always critical brakes on the worst of 
behaviors, and they served as mechanisms to appeal to in order to bring fights to a 
close.   

 No one had illusions about playing God on the battlefields of Christendom because, for 
whatever their fights were about, they all knew they were not God and that he was 
judging them as they fought.   

 They also knew there was a trajectory toward the end of time, and a hope for heaven, 
and a threat of hell.  

 

 In a secular world like our own, that does not believe in a just judge, in heaven, or in 
hell, then the hope that sustains humane and rational behavior disappears.  

 It is only replaced by rising fear and the horrible realization that we cannot solve any of 
the problems that plague us today.   
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 A healthy world (not a perfect one) knows that the world is going to end and that it will 
be judged by a power that stands outside of itself.  

 
 
End of the Series: 

 The parables are rich treasures of Christian revelation that have depth and meaning well 
beyond any of the small thoughts I have shared in this short series.   

 I have offered some possible ways to understand them, but please do not take my word 
as the final word.  

 Open the Scriptures, read the stories, and take them to prayer, and let them speak to 
you.   

 As you hear them, you will hear God showing himself to you, showing us our own true 
nature, and calling all of us to conversion and to greatness.   

 This is their genius and their power in the Lord who crafted them all just for us.  
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