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Session Nine:  Reflections on the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 
 
Prayer 
 
Opening Disclaimer about the reflections that will follow: The last three parables in this series 
deal with similar themes, and some of the reflections here will be expanded further in the last 
sessions.   
 
What kind of economist is God anyway?  

 Is God some sort of Communist, or a giver of free hand-outs since those who worked 
the longest received the same as those who worked very little?  Is this not fair?  

 The origin of the question reveals our mistaken idea that we can work for, earn, or 
deserve any gift of God.  Grace, mercy, and salvation are owed to no one.  All is gift, and 
in that way our total poverty and his great generosity are the great equalizers.  

 Note that our earthly systems of economics and labor, while they can be reflections of 
divine justice, are all imperfect and suffer from weaknesses.  

 Note that God did what he agreed to do:  he paid a day’s wage to those who worked a 
full day.  He is free to give generously to those who worked less than that.  

 
What is the nature or meaning of “wages” in the Kingdom?   

 Is the real benefit, or compensation, the work itself, and the “gift” of being at work in 
the vineyard, the Kingdom, for a greater portion of one’s life?  

 Some are blessed to be in the Kingdom all of their lives and do not realize what a gift 
this is.  One should not consider the next life of heaven as the only possible wage or 
reward.  The divine work of this life is also its own reward.  

 We often forget that this life is meant to be the foretaste of the reward of the life to 
come.  

 
Does God Enable Procrastinators?  

 The tension of delaying conversion, God’s generosity, and God’s finality: The mercy of 
God pardons sinners on a death bed, however we do not know when we will take our 
last breath.  

 God must set a final boundary if we are truly to be free creatures; he respects our ability 
to know him, to know consequences, and to choose him or reject him. 

 Purgatory as the great answer to what is “fair.”  

 The last videos and parables of this series will reflect further on this point of finality and 
waiting to the last minute.  

 
“No one has hired us.”    

 Why are you standing here all day without work?  Who are the people around us who 
are “without work?” as in without an active faith practice?  

 God will hold us accountable for not calling people to conversion and to his kingdom.   

 God will punish those who did hear the call to conversion but found reasons to ignore it.   
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 Many of those “without work” in our current world know about God and the Church but 
have drifted away and are comfortable staying away.  To some extent this is their own 
fault.  

 Some have drifted away and are struggling because the fellow workers of the vineyard, 
the Christians and us leaders, have acted scandalously.   

 We are assured over and over in this parable that God is just, and God is fair.  He will 
judge most accurately where the origin and responsibility rests that has led to the reality 
that not everyone is found in his vineyard of friendship.  

 Being summoned to work in the vineyard includes the necessary work of self-
examination and conversion of our own hearts to sharpen the Church’s witness.  

 
What is the question of conversion that is at stake here?  

 Ultimately, we must ask ourselves if we see God’s mercy, grace, salvation, and heaven 
as something we earn or something that we are given as a free gift.  

 If I think I earn it, I am going to be haughty, judgmental, and divisive.  I will not be 
moved to generosity myself.  

 Conversely, If I think I am given it as a gift no matter what, then I will be humble, 
generous, welcoming, and a person of communion in the Church and in the world.   

 I will be moved to compassion rather than a grumbler about the mysterious workings of 
God.  

 
End of Session Nine 


