
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-557-9929 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM; at SD 4:30-5:15 PM; Sundays 
at SPP  & SC 7:00-7:45 AM 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

   Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 6, 2022  

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


Dear Parishioners,  
        Growing in Personal Prayer: The Holy Hour                 
 When Venerable Fulton Sheen led a priests’ retreat, his 
last conference was always about the devotion and                 
spiritual practice of the Holy Hour. The Holy Hour is a      
devotion and spiritual practice in which we place ourselves 
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament for 60 minutes of 
prayer.                                                                                         
 The instinct of this devotion comes from the question that 
Jesus asked in his anguish during his Agony in the Garden, 
“So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?” Our 
response to the Lord’s loneliness in those moments is to keep 
him company for an hour in this devotion. The devotion is to 
soften our hearts to the Lord’s suffering and also to increase 
our desire to be with him and to love him.                                        
  When I started this devotion, I was in college and from 
that time, my desire to be with the Blessed Sacrament has 
grown to the point that I make a holy hour everyday. There 
are days when I cannot. There are days when I find it hard 
to be there for an hour when I have my “to do” lists going 
through my mind but in the end, the devotion has taught me 
to put God first in my life. If I can’t give him an hour of my 
day, what else am I holding back from him?                                       
 We have a great privilege in our parishes that our 
churches are open. They are open for us to pray, to be with 
Jesus, and offer the consolation and the company he did 
not receive in his agony the night before we died for us.    
 The privileged place to pray an hour holy is in the              
presence of the Blessed Sacrament but you can also pray 
the devotion at home and in your room. What a great                  
devotion to express our love for Jesus who willingly                
suffered loneliness and betrayal so that we might keep Him 
company now in our churches.  
Updates: 
 1. Monday, November 7th, I fly to Florida for my annual 
silent retreat. Each year I spend 7-8 days in silence, four 
hours of prayer each day, daily spiritual direction with Holy 
Mass each day. I will be joining 20 other priests. I will              
return on November 17th after two days of vacation with 
my classmates who are also going to be on retreat with me. 
I will hold each of you in my prayers and Masses.                       
 2. This month, my niece Natalie with her husband Brady 
will be giving birth to her first child. She has asked me to 
baptize their first child later this month. So I will be with my 
niece and her family during the week of Thanksgiving.                  
 3. I am finding out how many of you pray for me each 
day. I’m deeply grateful for your prayerful support. The 
transition is still very real for me as it is for you. I am still 
trying to figure out the lay of the land here. There are times 
when I feel deeply grateful to be here. There are times 
when I am overwhelmed. There are times when I am asking 
the Lord for direction for our next steps. I see so much good 
here but I also see the need to bring the pockets of                  
goodness present in our parishes into a more considered 
effort together. I think he is starting to show a path for us. 
Stay tuned. Continue to pray for me so that I grow in                 
patience and pacing myself.   
In Jesus, 
Fr. Gross 

            November: Death and Thanksgiving 
 In November we have death on our minds and                   
thanksgiving in our hearts. A philosopher once said: “Eternal 
life sounds like a good thing - except that we don’t know 
exactly what it means, even after John tells us that eternal 
life is to know God. That also sounds good - except that we 
don’t know exactly what the word God means, even after 
John tells us that God is love. That sounds even better -               
except that we don’t know exactly what love means. We 
don't know, for death and all that surrounds it, like life and 
all that surrounds it, remains a mystery.” 
 November begins with All Saints Day and All Souls Day. 
It is a month when the pain and sorrow of loss experienced 
at the time loved ones die is often relived and the comfort 
of fond memories are cherished. We also celebrate    
Thanksgiving for the loved ones we’ve lost, the memories 
we embrace, as well as the life and blessings that are ours 
as our earthly life continues.                                                      
  My first memory of someone dying was at age 7 when 
my parents took me to the wake for Leo Hannan, our  
neighbor. As we greeted Mary, his wife, I smiled and she 
began to cry. I thought I made her cry because I was                
smiling and concluded it was wrong to smile when someone 
dies. Over the years spending time with families when 
someone has died I have learned that smiling and laughter 
are often appropriate and valuable.                                                
 My guardian angel must have been working overtime 
when death appeared knocking at my door six times. In 
1962 a Brother trained for rock climbing took five of us 
climbing a rock cliff in Fountain City, WI. He told us to not 
look down but I foolishly did roughly five minutes from the 
top. I composed myself and made it to the top. In 1963 
Brother Thaddeus, was killed in a car/bike accident. I was 
to be on that trip but one of our bikes was broken so I rode 
the bus.  In 1988, while Vice President of Saint Mary’s               
College, I was confronted with a gun which proved to be a 
not so funny prank that, praise God, did not go bad. In 
2015 I was told by doctors they feared I had roughly three 
weeks to live. To the doctors and to my surprise dialysis 
worked for 13 months and then, amazingly, I received a 
kidney transplant which gave me quality life since. In 2018 
while hiking the Cliffs of Moher in Ireland with college               
students a 120 mile an hour wind swept a student and me 
to the edge of the cliff. We were saved by a strong                
military veteran who pushed us to the ground and laid on 
us until the wind calmed down. In 2021 I was diagnosed 
with a rare type of cancer that doctors said required               
immediate surgery as they believed another two months 
would be too late. In each case: praise God, life is precious 
and so many of life’s frustrations now seem minor.   
   In sixty years of ministry as a De La Salle Christian     
Brother, most notably while serving in parishes, I have had 
the privilege and the challenge of being present when              
parishioners were dying, praying and being with families, 
offering the vigil eulogy, and coordinating funerals. Each 
one provided a time of grace and proved to be a source 
of heightened faith in God, in the human condition, and in 
the richness of our Catholic rituals at the time of death. 

           Next: And then they Became Saints 



St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.…………………………………........$780.00              
Offertory…………………………………….…....$137.00 
Special Monthly Collection………………….…….$131.00 
Schuster Pumpkin Patch donation…………………$100.00 
Total...................................................................$1148.00 
 

St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..……………...………….....$2532.00         
Offertory……………………………………..…...$130.25 
Special Monthly Collection…….………………...........$5.00 
Votive………….…………………………………...$28.00 
Total...................................................................$2695.25 
 

St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………………$3381.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) …………………………...$3019.00 
Youth……………………………………...…………$5.00     
Offertory……………………………………..…...$386.25 
Votive………………………………………..……$106.00 
Holy Day…………………………………………...$35.00 
Thanksgiving………………………………………..$50.00 
Christmas………………………………………….$100.00  
Total...................................................................$7082.25 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes & Energy Needs.....................................$750.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) ......................................................$86.00 
Offertory…………………………..……………...$197.00 
Votive……………………………………...……….$19.00 
Breakfast donation………………………………..$213.00 
Total...................................................................$1265.00 

Monday, November 7 
  5:30 PM - SJ † Marilyn Meier; † Mary Ann Klein 
                      † Lois Herrig 
Tuesday, November 8 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Bob & Marcy Engelman 
                       † Orville Jackson 
                        † Milton & Roberta Obermann 
  5:30 PM - SC No Mass 
Wednesday, November 9 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960 
                       † Lucille Bormann & Brian Bormann                    
10:00 AM - MVCC - No Mass 
Thursday, November 10 
 8:00 AM - SPP † June Deppe; † Shirley Black                           
  8:25 AM - SJ No Mass 
 Friday, November 11 
  8:00 AM - SD No Mass 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Vivian “Ditty” Quinn; † Shirley Black 
                       † Joe Michels & Marty Michels 
                       † Peg Schroeder 
                       † John & Helen Daugherty Family 
Saturday, November 12                                      
  4:15 PM - SJ † Deceased Members of the Lemer Family  
                       † Sylvester & Esther Deppe & Merlin &             
                         Gwendola Till                                                     
                      † Milton & Roberta Obermann                                                                    
  5:30 PM - SD † Sylvester (Dolly) & Clara Zimmer    
                       † Clair Denlinger  
Sunday, November 13                                                                    
  8:00 AM - SC † Carl Weimerskirch 
                       † Craig Jackson 
  8:00 AM - SPP For all the People of our Parishes 
10:15 AM - SJ  † Mary Ann & Roger Ties 
                        † Eldon Sieverding, James E. Rubel, Dale                       
                           Sieverding & Rick Neitz 
                        † Marilyn Clasen 

St. Joseph -  Saturday, November 12 at 4:15 PM
Lector: Patty McClimon Eucharistic Ministers: Rhonda Petesch, Judy Moran, Donna Mottet, Patty McClimon, Gail Michels 
Lead Rosary: Ray Theisen Sacristan: Bob/Molly Ploessl Servers: Tate/Paige/Colin Kueter Ushers: Tim  Daugherty, Loras 
Deppe, Russ Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Bob Ploessl, Molly Ploessl 
                                                                  Sunday, November 13 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Carolyn Weber Eucharistic Ministers: Karla Weinschenk, Monica McHugh, Megan Capesius, Jacob Sturm, Dahlia 
Beauchamp Lead Rosary: Ann Michels Sacristan: Kris Curet Servers: Louie/Jake/Dillon Gonner                                                 
Ushers: Stan Daniels, Dan Jacobs, Dalton Jackson, Shawn Jackson, Mark Jess, Mark Michels    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                               Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, November 13 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Chris Kilburg Eucharistic Minister: Tracey Hager, Laura Steines, Denise Krogman Servers: Jaden/Hailey Dondlinger, 
Justine Hager Lead Rosary: Carol Gerlach Offertory: Terry Roling’s Ushers: Mark/Tom Heiar, Kevin Sieverding, Dan 
Schmidt 

 St. Donatus -   Saturday, November 12 at 5:30 PM 
Server: Kasie Kintzle Lector: Jim Herrig Eucharistic Minister: Pat Draus Ushers: Mark Heitz & Cody Heitz 
 

St. Catherine -  Sunday, November 13 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Francis Weber Eucharistic Minister: Mary Beth Wagner Ushers: John Arenz & Ken Lochner Sacristan: Dee Schilling &                  
Karen Blatz 

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             



Congratulations to Marissa Ebernathy & Dominic 
Holdgrafer who were married this weekend at St. 
Joseph Church.

    St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
    St. Catherine/St. Donatus Social Justice Commission 
invites everyone to a Family Social Justice Potluck on 
Sunday, November 13, beginning at noon at St.                  
Catherine Parish Center. Turkey dressing sandwiches, hot 
dogs, and beverages will be provided. Please bring a dish 
to share. Gwen Kirchhof, executive director of “The Guest 
House at Almost Home, Dubuque,” will speak to us about 
the newly-opened housing for single men with children,  
located at St. John’s Lutheran in Dubuque.                              
    They do have some needs, so if you are interested in 
donating any items, they could use bath and kitchen towels 
(even gently used), tall kitchen garbage bags, toothpaste, 
children’s shampoo, blankets, twin bed or crib sheets (even 
gently used), and plastic baby bottles.   
“Helping people is helping God; it only takes an outstretched 
hand!”  (based on Matthew 25:40) 
         The Monthly Special Collection for November is going to 
the Veteran’s Freedom Center. The Veteran’s Freedom 
Center is 100% non-profit to meet the needs of active  
duty, reserve and all Honorably Discharged Tri-State            
military veterans past and present. This is as a place for 
camaraderie with fellow veterans who proudly served our 
country. They also offer a “Operation We Care” program 
to support financial and other services for those veterans 
and/or veteran’s families that have special needs not 
available to them or has been exhausted. All operating 
costs for both the center and the program are funded  
solely by individual, community and business donations as 
the services are provided to our veterans at no cost. 
    To donate, please use the envelopes found in the 
pews in our churches. Thank you! 

              St. Donatus Church Parish Breakfast 
The St. Donatus 59th annual Pancake and Sausage                
Breakfast is today, Sunday November 6th. Please join us 
for all you can eat homemade hickory smoked sausage, 
pancakes, sweet rolls and applesauce. $10 for adults, $5 
for kids 6-10 and free for $5 and under. We hope to see 
you there!  

Stewardship Quote … In today’s second reading, St. Paul 

prays that the Thessalonians may be strengthened “in               
every good deed and word.” May we, too, be strength-
ened and empowered to use our time and talents for the 
good of others. 

 We congratulate and welcome Greyson 
Joseph Ambrosy, son of Isaac & Mercedes 
(Sadie) (Boess) Ambrosy, who is being                

baptized this weekend at St. Joseph Parish. 

           Sts. Peter & Paul Liturgical Schedule                    
Sts. Peter & Paul Liturgical Schedule ends on Saturday, 
November 20th. If you would like your name added or 
omitted on the schedule or want to be a Lector, Eucharistic 
Minister, Server, Usher, Greeter, Sacristan, Carry gifts or 
Offertory, be a Rosary Leader or a part of the Music 
group, please contact Mary Lou Clasen @ 872-4465 or 
Jan Steines @ 563-357-2289 by Sunday, November 6th. 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The October meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will be 
every Monday in November at 10:00 a.m. in the board 
room in Fr. Kruse Center. Contact Judy Moran (563-212-

7593) for any  questions.  

                                  Fall Fundraiser                                                          
St. Joseph’s Bellevue Fall Fundraiser, pre-order Turkey & 
Dressing, Canned Beef & Soups (Beef Vegetable, Chicken 
Noodle, Hamburger Vegetable, & Cheesy Potato) by                
Sunday, Nov. 13th. Pick up in St. Joseph Church basement 
on Sunday, Nov. 20th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Order 
forms are available in the back of St. Joseph Church.  

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Sunday, Nov. 13 - MS/HS Faith Formation - 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

 Sunday, Nov. 20 - Confirmation Retreat - 7:30-
10:00 a.m. - Sts. Peter & Paul, Springbrook (Meet in 
Kilburg Hall-Church basement). Will attend Mass  
together at 8:00 a.m. - Dress Code 

 Sunday, Nov. 27 - First Reconciliation Retreat -  
after 8:00 a.m. Mass at SPP in Kilburg Hall 

Marquette Catholic presents their fall musical: Aladdin  
Junior on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, November 10, 11, 

12 at 7:00 p.m. on Doland Stage, MEC. 

                        Ecumenical Choir Practice 
 Choir practice for the Ecumenical service in Bellevue will 
be Sundays, Nov. 6th & 20th at 8:15 a.m. in the                    
Presbyterian Church. This Ecumenical Service will be on 
Sunday, Nov. 20th at 6:30 p.m. in the Presbyterian Church 
in Bellevue. 
 The Ecumenical Service for St. Donatus will be on                
Tuesday, Nov. 22nd at St. Donatus Lutheran Church  at 
7:00 p.m. 

During this National Vocations Week please join us in a 
Holy Hour for Vocations on Tuesday, November 8, at 7:00 
PM at Holy Spirit Parish in Holy Ghost Church, in                    
Dubuque. Please attend so we may together "Ask the                
master of the harvest to send out laborers for his                         
harvest" (Matthew 9:38).  



                    Worldwide Marriage Encounter                                               
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience is like           
autumn because it’s a weekend full of fresh air, new            
beginnings, and a time to rejoice in the beauty of your 
marriage.  It’s a great time to rekindle communication and 
enjoy some time away. For more information call: (563)
608-3305. Our upcoming weekend is November 18-20 in 
Holstein, Iowa and check out 2023 dates to come on 
wwme.org.  

Area events 
 Feather Party at Assumption Catholic Church in               

Charlotte, IA on Monday, November 7th at 7:00 p.m. 

 Sacred Heart-Fillmore Parish annual Fall Auction               
Sunday, November 20th. Doors open at 11 AM. Start 
your Christmas shopping with toys, baked goods,              
holiday crafts, and much more. Door prizes and cash 
raffle available! Also serving hot turkey and dressing 
sandwiches and maid rites.  

 Boy Scout Troop 86 Breakfast & Bake Sale, Sunday, 
November 20th from 7:30 a.m.-Noon at the KC Hall in 
Bellevue. Serving pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, rolls 
& drinks. 

                               Free Winter Wear 
Coats, gloves, hats, boots, etc., all sizes! If you need warm 
clothes, please stop at the First Presbyterian Church, at the 
door on the corner of Market and Fourth Streets in               
Bellevue. The door with the lighted cross is open, go right 
in! You will see the coat racks and boxes. Donations are 
welcome. Items need to be clean and in good condition, in 
sizes for infants through adults. These donations will be in 
effect until February 28, 2023. 

CEW (Christian Experience Weekend) 
Looking for A wonderful weekend to grow in your 
faith with good food and  fellowship?! Men’s 
Christian Experience Weekend held at St Mary's 

& Josephs Retreat Center rural Sugar Creek, IA, Nov. 18, 
19, 20  (Friday Evening- Sunday Afternoon). Registration 
Forms are in the back of church or for more information 
contact: Troy Weber – 563-451-6195. 

NAMI Dubuque is offering a Family to Family Education 
program beginning on November 7, 2022 and will run for 
8 weeks from 6:00pm-8:00pm. This program is a free             
series of 8 classes that are structured to help family               
members, friends and caregivers understand and support 
loved ones with mental illness while maintaining their own 
well-being. Pre-registration is required. Classes held at the 
Dubuque NAMI office. We invite you to call for more                  
information to Barb Otting at 563-590-2512 or email  
barb@namidubuque.org. 

mailto:barb@namidubuque.org

