
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-557-9929 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM; at SD 4:30-5:15 PM; Sundays 
at SPP  & SC 7:00-7:45 AM 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  
                 First Sunday of Advent 

November 27, 2022  

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


                        One Can Only Imagine 
 As this month comes to an end, thanksgiving is foremost in 
our hearts. Can you imagine standing at the edge of the 
mighty Mississippi while the waves serenely and gently or 
swiftly and boldly pass?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for the life-
giving, majestic water, the beauty and miracle of God’s 
creation. 
 Can you imagine climbing the bluffs surrounding our 
town, hearing the crackle and crunch of the fallen leaves 
under your feet, that previously provided a colorful coat 
for these very bluffs?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for the                 
intricate designs of hills and valleys, trees and flowers, 
rocks, grass, and dirt paths, the beauty and miracle of 
God’s creation. 
 Can you imagine witnessing the sun rise in the east                 
opening your eyes to the daylight of another day and the 
challenge and joys of fulfilling your mission to love God 
and neighbor? Can you imagine witnessing the sun set in the 
west opening your heart to a tranquil sense of silence, 
calmness, and gratitude for a day well lived while                       
anticipating a night of rest and renewed energy?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for night and 
day, the beauty and miracle of God’s creation. 
 Can you imagine watching the children entering school at 
8:00 am morning after morning?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for the                  
innocence of the little ones, the energy of the youth, and the 
hope they provide for our future.  
 Can you imagine worshiping together with friends,                
relatives, neighbors, even foes, and others where the                 
Gospel is proclaimed, the Eucharist is received, and the 
community celebrated?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for our               
freedom of religion, our Church, and our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 Can you imagine the pilgrims gathering together in 
thanksgiving, to feast and celebrate a bountiful harvest, 
achieved by the work of their hands and attributed to the 
grace of God?  
 One can only imagine giving thanks to God for family, 
friends, food, and abundant life. 
 
Next: Let the Children Come to Me 

Dear Parishioners,  
 One word that is very important to the life of family is 
tradition. There is a desire among families to pass on that 
which is most important to them. I have seen that in watching 
my siblings raise their children. One example are my             
nephews who are still very involved in wrestling. The reason 
being their father, my brother-in-law, who has coached high 
school wrestling for 33 years. Now my oldest nephew is a 
wrestling coach himself.  
 You also see the importance of tradition during the               
holidays. The way you spend Christmas and Thanksgiving is 
rooted in tradition and even though those events change as 
families grow up there are some things families want to 
stay the same.  
 As we begin this new Liturgical year in Advent                   
preparation for Christmas, the question we can ask                  
ourselves is what are passing on to our children? What are 
we passing on to the next generation? Are there things that 
we need to recover that need to be passed on? We can 
never take for granted passing on the Catholic faith. We 
can never stop doing that.   
 When I was associate pastor in Dyersville I found it                 
interesting that when family spoke about family traditions 
they often mentioned the family rosary, especially during 
Lent. But then I would ask the family if they passed that on 
to their families, and many of them did not. Isn’t that worth 
recovering again?   
 So as you begin Advent and head into Christmas isn’t 
family prayer a worthy thing to celebrate and                 
practice? Remember the old saying, “A family that prays 
together, stays together.” What better gift can we pass on 
to our children? There is no better gift. 
                                                                                               
 The family practicing of faith: 

1. Sunday/Weekend Mass no matter what, every            
Sunday 
2. Prayer as a family, such as the family rosary, or  
Advent wreath at the dinner table. 
3. Having the holy reminders of faith in our house 
(Pictures of Jesus, Mary, and Saints, Crucifixes) 
4. The practice of charity towards the poor and                 
vulnerable (donation to the food pantry, helping at 
parish events, supporting a moral charitable cause,  
being a good neighbor, etc.) 

  
 I hope you can share prayer with God together as a 
family Dad, Mom, and children!  
 
 God bless and a Blessed Advent! 
 
 Fr. Gross 
 
P.S. Next week we will have some announcements about 
opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation during 
Advent. 

   HOPING EACH AND                    
EVERYONE   OF YOU  AND YOURS                                    
HAD A  HAPPY AND BLESSED  

     THANKSGIVING! 



Monday, November 28 
  5:30 PM - SJ † Chuck Roling; † Paul Finzel  
Tuesday, November 29 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Greg Ernst; † Joseph & Thomas Fiedler 
                       † Lois Herrig; † Karen Gonner 
  5:30 PM - SC For all the People of our Parishes 
Wednesday, November 30 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Delores & Richard Eggers; † June Deppe 
                       † Rick Tuegel 
10:00 AM - MVCC - † Marilyn Meier 
Thursday, December 1 
 8:00 AM - SPP † Dale Banowetz 
                        † Allen Kilburg 
                             † Randy Weber 
 8:25 AM - SJ No Mass 
 Friday, December 2 (First Friday) 
  8:00 AM - SD † Loras Ernst 
  8:25 AM - SJ † All Members of the William & Algean                 
                      Gerlach & Frank & Frances Kilburg families 
                       † Randy Weber 
Saturday, December 3 (First Saturday)                                     
  8:00 AM - SJ For the Blessed Mother’s Intentions 
  4:15 PM - SJ † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960                                                          
   5:30 PM - SD For all the People of our Parishes  
Sunday, December 4                                                                  
  8:00 AM - SC  † Bill Gaber 
                         † Walter Neal & Heather Davis 
  8:00 AM - SPP † Mark Helmle & Erma Helmle 
                          † All Deceased Members of Reinold Sr. & 
                            Audrey Steines  Family                                                                                                   
 10:15 AM - SJ  † Greg Ernst 
                         † Rosemary, Orville, Lynn, Lavonne Roling 
                            & Cletus Kilburg 

                                                      St. Joseph - Saturday, December 3 at 4:15 PM  
Lector: Patti Hager Eucharistic Ministers: Sue Kieffer, Katie Kieffer, Cortney Kueter, Leonard Ernst, Rhonda Petesch Lead 
Rosary: Ray Theisen Sacristan: Dick/Marie Zeimet Servers: Macie/Parker/Myra Harris Ushers: Tim Daugherty, Loras 
Deppe, Russ Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Greg Schulte, Dick Zeimet 
                                                                                                                                                                                     Sunday, December 4 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Bill Lampe Eucharistic Ministers: Carolyn Weber, Monica McHugh, Jacob Sturm, Dahlia Beauchamp, Matt Tracy 
Lead Rosary: Janis Kilburg Sacristan: Kris Curet Servers: Canden/Benson Weber, Landon Sturm                                                 
Ushers: Joe Kettmann, Gary Kilburg, Jerry Marshall, Ron Ries, Isaac Sturm, Jacob Sturm                                                                                                                             
                                                      

Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, December 4 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Denise Krogman Eucharistic Minister: Kaitlin Till, Bob Clasen, Kelly Skrivseth Servers: Jaden/Hailey Dondlinger,  
Connor Thomas Lead Rosary: Volunteer Offertory: Mark Banowetz’ Ushers: Greg Thomas, Randy Kilburg, Jerome Bies, Rod 
Jacobs                                              
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, December 3 at 5:30 PM 
Server: Gage Kilburg Lector: Elise Kilburg Eucharistic Minister: Judy Herrig Ushers: Larry Herrig & Jonathan Herrig      

St. Catherine -  Sunday, December 4 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: John Arenz Eucharistic Minister: Judy Lochner Ushers: Scott Weimerskirch & Randy Helmle Sacristan: Dave & Jody                   
Neuwohner 

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER                      
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
First Sunday of Advent 2022 
 
A few days ago, my iphone gave me a weekly message: 
“Last week, your total screen time was down 17%.” I 
thought, good for me! But the message continued: “You   
averaged 5 hours and 23 minutes of screen time.” Yikes.  
 
Where do we place our attention? The Prophet Isaiah says, 
“For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.” God wants us to be His 
learners, people who grow through a steady stream of 
divine instruction. But if you’re like me, you spend way too 
much time at the feet of the wrong teachers.  
 
Our phones can help fruitfully re-direct our attention. It’s 
amazing how many great Catholic Bible studies, classes, 
podcasts, and soul-forming material is accessible there. This 
coming new year let’s use our phones to be a little “Zion” 
or “Jerusalem” — a place we go for wisdom and                       
instruction, and not just endless data and entertainment.  
 
New year challenge: Grab your phone. Start consuming 
some source of Catholic instruction each week to help you 
become a better student of Jesus. Keep it going into 2023. 
If our screen time helps us learn true wisdom, it will be a 
great use of time. 
 
— Father John Muir 

 
©LPi 



    St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
          This Sunday, November 27, is the 1st Sunday of              
Advent. Booklets for the Advent season are available at 
both entrances to our churches. Please take them and use 
them as you prepare to celebrate on December 25 the                 
Incarnation of Our Lord, when our divine Jesus also             
became fully human and came to live among us. 
     THANK YOU to everyone who came to the Family  
Social Justice Potluck on Sunday, Nov. 13, at St. Catherine 
Parish Center to hear about the newly-opened housing for 
single men with children, located at St. John’s Lutheran in                  
Dubuque. All the donated items you brought will be                
extremely helpful for, and appreciated by, the center. 
“Helping people is helping God; it only takes an                     
outstretched hand!” (based on Matthew 25:40) 
      The Monthly Special Collection for November is             
going to the Veteran’s Freedom Center, a 100%               
non-profit organized to meet the needs of active duty,     
reserve and all Honorably Discharged Tri-State military 
veterans past and present. This is as a place for                           
camaraderie with fellow veterans who proudly served our 
country. They also offer a “Operation We Care” program 
to support financial and other services for those veterans 
and/or veteran’s families that have special needs not 
available to them or has been exhausted. All operating 
costs for both the center and the program are funded      
solely by individual, community and business donations as 
the services are provided to our veterans at no cost. To 
donate, please use the envelopes found in the pews in our 
churches. Thank you! 
     All ladies are invited to gather together this Monday, 
November 28, at 1:00 pm at St. Catherine Parish Center 
for prayer, sharing, and learning about Servant of God 
Catherine de Hueck Doherty (1896-1985) whose life is a 
great example of the need for having silence in our lives. 
No prior preparation is needed for this. We hope you can 
join us. Please contact Judy Lochner or Marybeth Wagner 
with any questions. (Note: A Servant of God is the title     
given to a person whose cause for sainthood is first                   
investigated at the local level, and then presented by the 
bishop to the Pope to be accepted as a candidate for                
eventual canonization and recognition by the Church as a 
saint.) 

            First Friday & First Saturday Devotions                               
 First Friday will be held on Friday, December 2nd with 
Mass at 8:25 a.m. followed by Eucharistic Adoration from 
9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Sign up sheet is available in the 
back of St. Joseph Church. 
 The next First Saturday Devotion is December 3rd at St. 
Joseph Church with rosary at 7:30 a.m. and Mass at 8:00 
a.m. Confessions will follow Mass until all are heard. 

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Wednesday, Nov. 30 - First Reconciliation Retreat -  
in St. Joseph Church at 6:30 p.m. 

 Sunday, Dec. 4 - Parish Advent Mission Night at St. 
Joseph Church at 6:30 p.m. (Family Event) Sarah 
Kroger & Band 

 Wednesday, Dec. 7 - Holy Day Mass - Immaculate 

Conception Vigil Mass in St. Joseph Church at 6:30 
p.m. 

 Wednesday, Dec. 14 - First Reconciliation for all 

2nd Graders in St. Joseph Church at 6:30 p.m. 

 We congratulate and welcome Alayna 
Kaye Schlecht, daughter of Brandon & 
Kerissa (Bormann) Schlecht, who is being 

baptized this weekend at Sts. Peter & Paul Parish. 

                           Christmas Poinsettias   

Sts. Peter & Paul are now taking orders for Christmas  
Poinsettias that need to be placed by December 5th. If you 
wish to place an order, call Jan Steines at 563-357-2289. 
Each plant is $18.00. Please let Jan know if your plant is in 
memory of a loved one and what their names are. 

                              Giving Tree                                                                            
 The Ss. Peter & Paul Giving Tree is decorated and 
ready in the back of church!  Families are invited to take 
ornaments from the tree which list Christmas gift items for 
local children (red ornaments) and adults (green                   
ornaments) in need. List your name on the spreadsheet 
near the tree so we can track all gifts. If all ornaments 
have been removed, please consider donating a gas or 
grocery gift card!  Return the unwrapped gift with the 
ornament to church by December 11.                                       
 On December 11, middle and high school students are 
asked to help wrap presents after mass on 
the 11th.  Young children are invited to bring a Christmas 
picture with a holiday message that will be added to the 

gifts.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

                  Operation New View Collection                                                 
The Social Justice Committee will be doing a paper and 
personal products collection for Operation New View in 
Maquoketa for Thanksgiving. Please bring items to Church 
and place in the bottom drawers of the cupboards in the 

back of the Church. Thank-you.  

Christmas Flower Donations 
We are accepting donations for flowers for our churches. 
Please fill out this form and put it in the weekly                
collection or send it to the parish office. 

Name:_______________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________ 
Parish: _______________________________ 
Given in Memory of: 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 



Area events 
 Bellevue Community Blood Drive at First Presbyterian 

Church on Tuesday, November 29th from 1:00-6:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. For an appointment, call 1-800
-733-2767. 

                            Advent Book Club  
The Advent Book Club will be held Saturday, December 3, 
10, and 17 in the Kruse Center. We will be discussing 
"Messy & Foolish”. Copies of the book will be available in 
the rectory. For questions/concerns contact Sue Williams at 
714.343.1392 or email susanwilliams714@gmail.com.  

November 27, 2022 

                     Student Tuition Organization                                              
Are you meeting with your tax professional before the 
end of the year?  Ask them about the 75% STO tax  
credit!  As an Iowa taxpayer, you can help families with 
qualifying financial needs attend an Archdiocesan school 
plus receive a 2022 75% tax credit. Each qualifying            
contribution to the Our Faith School Tuition Organization 
(STO) will receive an Iowa tax credit equal to 75 percent of 
the donation. The gift may also qualify as a charitable de-
duction on your federal tax return. Visit www.ourfaithsto.org 

or contact Our Faith STO at (563) 556-2580 x296.                             

Masses for the Feast of The Immaculate                 
Conception will be as follows:                                                                      

* Wednesday, December 7th - 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph (this is also a Youth Faith Formation 
Mass) 
* Thursday, December 8th - 8:25 a.m. at                 

St. Joseph; 6:30 p.m. at St. Donatus; 6:30 p.m. at Sts. Peter 
& Paul   

mailto:susanwilliams714@gmail.com
http://www.ourfaithsto.org/

