
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-557-9929 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

               Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11, 2022  

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


                           Advent Reflections 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:3) 
 In a culture that rewards financial success and business 
accomplishments and where your phone can find the                   
answer to most any question on your mind, it is easy to  
become so self confident that you forget how much you 
need God in your life.  
 Advent is a good time to pause and reflect on how we 
are waiting for the birth of our Savior, how Jesus came into 
this world, became one of us, suffered and died for us, 
paid the price for our sins so that we might live eternally. It 
is a time to be reminded how Jesus rose from the dead  
giving us confidence that we too can one day be reunited 
with loved ones, the angels and the saints where we see 
God face to face. 
 Do you ever or how often do you put your phone down 
and pray in thanksgiving for the blessings, accomplishments, 
and successes that are yours? Thus you will determine how 
serious you are about recognizing God in your life.  
 Jesus said, “What you do to these the least of my                  
brothers and sisters, that you do onto me.”     
 Perhaps you can ask yourself, have I ever interrupted my 
preoccupation with achieving worldly success to reach out 
to someone in need? Have I ever been unexpectedly gifted 
and  paid forward, gifting someone else with no intent of 
getting anything in return? When we see others in the light 
of Jesus Christ we recognize God in our lives. 
  
Next: Steve Jobs’ Deathbed Wisdom 
  

Dear Parishioners,  
 Last week, I spoke about the Confession times Fr. Dave 
and I are going to be offering for the Season of Advent. 
This week I want to share with you some ways to make the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation more fruitful in your life. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church offers five titles to this 
wonderful Sacrament. 
             1. Sacrament of Conversion 

  2. Sacrament of Penance 
 3. Sacrament of Confession 
 4. Sacrament of Forgiveness 
 5. Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Many times we focus on the words, “Confession and               
Reconciliation,” but we don’t focus on the other titles. The 
one I want to highlight is the Sacrament of Conversion.                       
 The Catechism puts it this way in paragraph 1423, “It is 
called the sacrament of conversion because it makes    
sacramentally present Jesus' call to conversion, the first 
step in returning to the Father from whom one has 
strayed by sin.”                                                                     
 When we approach the Sacrament of Confession and 
Conversion, we ought to be approaching that Sacrament 
with the desire to turn away from sin and become more 
faithful to the Gospel. The Sacrament will have its greatest 
short term and long term effect if we truly come with the 
expectant faith that after I receive the forgiveness of Christ 
I never have to commit the sins I confessed. That’s how  
powerful the Sacrament is, but I wonder if we bring that 
type of expectant faith to the times we go to Confession. I 
think a lot of people say to themselves, “I’m sorry for what I 
have done; I’ll tell God that I am sorry in Confession, but I 
will probably do them again.”                                                  
 Well, Jesus says, “You don’t have to go back to those sins. 
I am with you.” If we come to the Sacrament with this                   
trusting and expectant faith, I believe you will experience 
slow and substantial change in your life. That’s why                     
Confession has to be a part of every Catholic’s life. I think 
we have given up on Confession many times because we 
feel defeated by sin. That’s just not the case. You don’t 
have to sink like Peter did. You can walk on water if you 
keep your eyes on Jesus who keeps us walking on water 
with his power and grace. 
 Please come and experience the renewal that honesty, 
contrition, and humility can bring. It brings peace, love, and 
conversion. We become better people and God knows we 
need better people becoming better a.k.a., holier.  
 
Have a hopeful Gaudete Sunday!  
 
In Jesus, 
Fr. Gross 

           

     Sts. Peter & Paul 
6:00 PM - December 24 
8:00 AM - January 1 

          St. Joseph  
  4:00 PM - December 24  
             (SJ Church)                                       
   9:00 AM - December 25 
  4:00 PM - December 31 
10:15 AM - January 1 

Holiday Mass Schedule for Christmas & New Year’s 

St. Catherine 
6:00 PM - December 24 
8:00 AM - January 1 

         St. Donatus 
4:00 PM - December 24 
5:30 PM - December 31 



Monday, December 12 
  5:30 PM - SJ † Chuck Roling 
                       † Marilee Kilburg & Greg Ernst 
Tuesday, December 13 
  8:25 AM - SJ For all the People of our Parishes 
                       For a Special Intention 
  5:30 PM - SC For all the People of our Parishes 
Wednesday, December 14 
  8:25 AM - SJ † David Mausser 
                       † Delores & Richard Eggers 
                       † Milton & Roberta Obermann 
10:00 AM - MVCC - † Lloyd Stecklein 
Thursday, December 15 
 8:00 AM - SPP For all the People of our Parishes                   
  8:25 AM - SJ † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960 
 Friday, December 16 
  8:00 AM - SD † Zachary Woods 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Deceased Members of the Lemer Family 
                        † Eldon Weis 
                        † Randy Weber 
Saturday, December 17                                     
  4:15 PM - SJ  † Marvin, Rosie, Lynn & Gary Michels  
                        † Judy Kolker; † Chuck Roling    
                        † Randy Weber                                                        
  5:30 PM - SD  For all the People of our Parishes  
Sunday, December 18                                                                  
  8:00 AM - SC  † Lester, Ruth & Gene Weber 
  8:00 AM - SPP † Peter Sprank; † Sandi Michel 
                          † Leanna Deppe 
                         † Bill Portz & Jean Thola                    
 10:15 AM - SJ  Living Members of the Rosary Society 
                         † Mary Ann & Roger Ties 
                         † Collin Long; † George Kinmonth 
                         † Allan & Jean Hoffmann & Heidi Heim 

                                                    St. Joseph -   Saturday, December 17 at 4:15 PM  
Lector: Carol Feller Bowen Eucharistic Ministers: Sue Kieffer, Katie Kieffer, Cortney Kueter, Leonard Ernst, Rhonda Petesch 
Lead Rosary: Ray Theisen Sacristan: Dick/Marie Zeimet Servers: Tate/Paige/Colin Kueter Ushers: Tim  Daugherty, Loras 
Deppe, Russ Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Greg Schulte, Dick Zeimet 
                                                               Sunday, December 18 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Julie Mueller Eucharistic Ministers: Jason Weber, Karla Weinschenk, Ruth Marshall, Carolyn Weber, Monica McHugh 
Lead Rosary: Kim Schroeder Sacristan: Angela Burken Servers: Allie/Louie/Jake Gonner Ushers: Joe Kettmann, Gary                           
Kilburg, Jerry Marshall, Ron Ries, Isaac Sturm, Jacob Sturm      
                                                                                                                          
                                                Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, December 18 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Carol Gerlach Eucharistic Minister: Deb Stillmunkes, Marv Budde, Mary Lou Clasen Servers: Justine Hager, Jacob 
Litterer, Charlie Lane Lead Rosary: Jr./Laura Steines Offertory: Mike Griffin Ushers: Mark/Tom Heiar, Kevin Sieverding, 
Dan Schmidt  
                                             
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, December 17 at 5:30 PM 
Server: Wyatt Gregorich Lector: Jim Herrig Eucharistic Minister: Missy Gregorich Ushers: Dave Herrig & Larry Weber  
    

St. Catherine -  Sunday, December 18 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Michele Colbert Eucharistic Minister: Dee Schilling Ushers: Ken Lochner & John Arenz Sacristan: Kim Weinschenk

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………………………………….....$5690.00 
Online giving November………………………….$130.00              
Offertory/Christmas………………….……….….$255.00 
Parish Center Roof/Fall Appeal……………….…$700.00 
Special Monthly Collection………………..…………$5.00 
Hall & Parking lot rent/Christmas Flowers………..$395.00 
Total...................................................................$7175.00 
 

St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..……………...………….......$884.00         
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………...$340.00 
Offertory……………………………………..…….$43.00 
Hall Rent…….……………….....................................$100.00 
Votive………………………………..…..…………$35.00 
Thanksgiving………………………………………..$20.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………..$20.00 
Total...................................................................$1442.00 
 

St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………….…...$6847.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit)/November online giving…$4624.00     
Youth………………………………………………...$5.00
Offertory/Votive/Holy Day……...……………....$311.45 
Thanksgiving/Christmas…………………………$1720.00  
Total................................................................$13,507.45 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes & Energy Needs.....................................$920.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) ......................................................$86.00 
Offertory…………………………..……………...$172.01 
Votive/Holy Day……………………...…………$1145.00 
Thanksgiving/Christmas……………………….......$900.00 
Total...................................................................$3223.01 

     Stewardship of Giving-12/4 



    St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
         The Monthly Special Collection for December is going 
to the Clarity Clinic. Clarity Clinic, located at 3365                  
Hillcrest Road in Dubuque, is a free, non-profit pregnancy 
center/medical clinic whose goal is to provide medical  
services to women and men in crisis. It promotes abstinence 
education in area schools and youth groups, along with 
classes for men and women impacted by unplanned                
pregnancies and abortion, among other things. To donate, 
please use the envelopes found in the pews in our churches. 
Thank you! 
    An Advent Opportunity to give!  Our Social Justice 
Committee is collecting donations of mittens, scarves, and 
hats to be donated to those in need, along with items for 
our local non-profit pregnancy support groups in Dubuque 
such as diapers, blankets, little clothing, etc. There is a  
basket in the back of both St. Catherine and St. Donatus 
churches for your donations.  Thank you.   
    You are invited to stay after the 8 a.m. Mass at St. 
Catherine Church next Sunday, December 18, to enjoy a 
donut social put on by the Parish Life committee followed 
by a Christmas skit presented by the young children of our 
parishes.  We hope you can join us! 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The December meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will 
be every Monday in December at 10:00 a.m. in the board 
room in Fr. Kruse Center. Contact Judy Moran (563-212-

7593) for any  questions.  

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Wednesday, Dec. 14 - First Reconciliation for all 
2nd Graders in St. Joseph Church at 6:30 p.m. 

All are welcome to St. Joseph’s Bellevue Christmas Fair  
Sat., Dec. 10 (12-6 pm) * Sun., Dec. 11 (8 am-12 noon) 

Kieffer Hall (St. Joseph’s Church Basement) 
 *St. Nick & kids activities; 

*Silent Auction; *Canned Beef;                           
*Homemade Soups *Bake Sale 

Children ages 4-2nd grade can go downstairs with      
Children’s Liturgy leaders at first reading time. All                 
children of any age are welcome to come after Mass with 
parents. 
 Drop off baked goods on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 12-4 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11 from 8-10 a.m. 
   Contact Ruth Sieverding at 563-451-6178 with any 
questions. 

Christmas Eve Practice at St. Joseph’s                                                   
The adult choir at St. Joseph Church will be singing for the 
4:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve. We will be having  
practices on Wednesdays, Dec. 14 & 21. Practice will be 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in church. We will also practice               
Saturday,  December 24th at 2:30 p.m. in the Marquette 

music room.  

  Sts. Peter and Paul's Giving Tree project is coming to an 
end on Sunday, December 11. Have you selected your gift 
items from the tree?  If not, take an ornament ASAP or  
purchase a gift card at the Scrip table.                                    
 Bring your unwrapped gifts with you on the 11th. Place 
them in the basket near the tree.  After mass…                     
 *Middle school and high school students are invited to 
wrap the gifts in the church basement. If possible, bring 
scissors and tape. (Parents, this may be a good learning 
opportunity for your children!  Assist as you see fit!)                 
 *Young children are asked to bring their pictures and 
messages to the basement so they can be added to the 
gifts.                                                                                      
 The Stewardship and Social Justice Committee thanks 

you for your participation! 

                Decorating of Church for Christmas                              
Sts. Peter & Paul Church will be decorated for Christmas 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 18th. Much 
help is needed and appreciated with the crib and all of 
the Christmas decorations. Thank you in advance for your 

kindness and generosity.  

                            Advent Book Club  
The Advent Book Club will be held Saturday, December 17 
in the Kruse Center. We will be discussing "Messy &               
Foolish”. Copies of the book are available in the rectory. 
For questions/concerns contact Sue Williams at 
714.343.1392 or email susanwilliams714@gmail.com.  

                     Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's                                     
                      Beauty In Christ Conference                                                                            
Please consider gathering for fellowship with other women 
of Dubuque at the 2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's 
Beauty In Christ Conference on Saturday, January 28th. 
This is a virtual event put on by the Archdiocese of                 
Dubuque, however Holy Spirit Parish is hosting an                  
in-person gathering on their campus at Kriebs Hall 
(downstairs of Sacred Heart Church). Doors will open at 
7:30am with the Conference ending at 3pm. It will cost 
$25 to attend the event if you register through Holy Spirit 
Parish and receive a registration coupon code from them. 
This will include the conference, breakfast, snacks, lunch, 
beverages, door prizes and much more. Registration forms 
can be found on their website or by contacting Raegan 
Reid at the parish office 563-583-1709 or 

dbq059s2@dbqarch.org.  

Church books for the 2022 year will close on 
December 31st. Please have all donations to 
the church office by that time so they can be                
included with year end individual statements 

that will be ready for pick up the middle of January. If 
you need yours before this time, please contact the church 
office.

mailto:susanwilliams714@gmail.com
mailto:dbq059s2@dbqarch.org


Stewardship Quote … Each of us has his or her own role 

to play in the coming of the kingdom of God. John the 
Baptist was called to be the herald of the Messiah,                
preparing the way of the Lord. To what is the Lord calling 
me? 

Only a few weeks remain to donate to the STO and              
receive your 2022 75% Iowa income tax credit! For               
every dollar you donate to support the STO and Catholic 
education, you receive 75% back in an Iowa income tax 
credit. Check with your tax professional on how this could 
work for you. Don’t wait, as tax credits for 2022 are only 
available until December 31. Help Catholic school families 
with tuition assistance and help yourself to a tax credit. For 
questions, visit www.ourfaithsto.org or contact the Our Faith 

STO at (563) 556-2580 x296  

Advent - Preparing the Way 

Christmas Flower Donations 
We are accepting donations for flowers for our churches. 
Please fill out this form and put it in the weekly                
collection or send it to the parish office. 

Name:_______________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________ 
Parish: _______________________________ 
Given in Memory of: 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Retirement Fund for Religious                                                           
Help aging religious. Senior sister, brothers, and religious 
order priests have devoted their lives to prayer, service, 
and works of mercy. Most ministered for little or no pay. 
Today, their religious communities do not have enough  re-
tirement  savings. Your gift to today’s Retirement Fund for 
Religious collection helps to furnish medications, nursing 

care, and other necessities. Please give generously. 

Draw Me into Your Friendship 
Lord Jesus, from the start you invite ordinary people 
to come to where you live. When they come, you     
welcome them and call them to labor and rejoice with 
you. You are the most beautiful among all men, and I 
hardly believe you want me for your friend. You are 
powerful, Lord. Draw me more and more into your 
friendship and lead me along the way you took with 
friends.  
             -Joseph Tetlow SJ 


