
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-543-1626 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM or by appointment 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

               Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2022  

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


                           Steven Paul Jobs 
           February 24, 1955 - October 5, 2017 
                   An American Entrepreneur 
 
The last words of Steve Jobs, billionaire entrepreneur, 
dead at 56 
 “I have reached the pinnacle of success in business. In  
other people’s eyes my life is a success. However, aside 
from work, I’ve had little joy. 
 At the end of the day, wealth is just a fact I’ve gotten 
used to. Right now, lying on my hospital bed, reminiscing all 
my life, I realize that all the recognition and wealth I took 
so much pride in, has faded and become meaningless in the 
face of imminent death. 
 You can hire someone to drive your car or make money 
for you, but you can’t hire someone to stand sick and die 
for you. Material things lost can be found again. But there 
is one thing that can never be found when it is lost: Life.  
 Whatever stage of life we are currently at, in time we 
will face the day the curtain closes. Love your family, 
spouse, children, and friends.. . Treat them right. . . Cherish 
them. 
 As we get older, and wiser, we slowly realize that               
wearing a $300 or $30 watch both give the same time. 
Whether we have a $300 or $30 wallet or purse, the 
amount inside is the same. 
 Whether we drive a $150,000 car or a $30,000 car, 
the road and the distance are the same, and we reach the 
same destination. Whether we drink a $1,000 or $10                 
bottle of wine, the hangover is the same.  
 Whether the house in which we live is 100 or 1000 
square meters, loneliness is the same. You will realize that 
your true inner happiness does not come from material 
things of the world. 
 Whether you travel first class or economy class, if the 
plane crashes, you go down with it.  
 Therefore, I hope you realize, when you have friends, 
brothers, and sisters, with whom you discuss, laugh, talk, 
sing, talk about north-south-east or heaven and earth. . .this 
is the real happiness!! 
 
 
 
 

An indisputable fact of life; 
Don’t raise your children to be rich. 

 
Educate them to be happy. 

When they grow up,  
they will know the value of things  

and not the price 
 
 
 
 
 
Next: Christmas Letter 
  

Dear Parishioners,  
 In the Archdiocese of Dubuque all the men who are                 
studying to be priests attend Mundelein Seminary near     
Chicago, IL. Usually, the process of major seminary is four 
years and in the second year of seminary studies,                 
Mundelein has a program for seminarians to have a parish 
internship during the spring semester so that seminarians 
can be present in the parish during one of the most active 
times of parish life: School Year, Lent, and then the               
celebration of Easter.  
 Earlier in the fall, Fr. Mark Murphy, our new vocation     
director for the archdiocese asked if our parishes would be 
open to receiving a seminarian for the spring semester.  
After hearing that good news, I said yes pretty quickly. It is 
a real honor and sign of confidence in our parishes when a 
seminarian is sent for pastoral formation and learning the 
ropes of the priesthood. Later in January, Mr. Hung Le, one 
of our diocesan seminarians will move into the rectory with 
Fr. Dave and I. 
 Hung is originally from Vietnam and came to the United 
States to become a priest. In Vietnam the Communist                
government allows only a certain number of men to enter 
into the seminary in order to keep the number of priests low 
in the country. If you are not in the quota to become a 
priest then you have to leave the country if you still desire 
to be a priest. Hung was one of the men who had a deep 
desire and call to be a priest and he came to Iowa for that 
journey. I am grateful for his faith, his courage, and his 
openness to the Lord to come to a new land and to serve 
the people of that new land as a priest.  
 Hung will be with us in our parishes, seeing the inner 
workings of a parish and being given different                            
opportunities to do ministry in our parishes. Please pray for 
him and please welcome him most warmly when he comes. 
May God raise up more men who are willing to follow the 
Lord wherever he calls.   
 Have a good last week of Advent as we prepare for 
Christmas! 
 
In Jesus, 
Fr. Gross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
                             
                       Mr. Hung Le, Seminarian  



Monday, December 19 
  5:30 PM - SJ † Bob & Marcy Engelman 
                       † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960 
Tuesday, December 20 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Mary “Shirley” Monner 
                       † Arnie & Bernice Kueter & John & Florence Muenster 
  5:30 PM - SC † Duane Wolter 
Wednesday, December 21 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Paul Finzel, Albert & LaVera Nauman 
                       † Peg Schroeder 
10:00 AM - MVCC - † Lloyd Stecklein 
Thursday, December 22 
 8:00 AM - SPP † Rosemary & Merlin Dondlinger, Kate &         
                           Jim Cloos, Peg (Cloos) Mueller                
  8:25 AM - SJ † Judy Kolker 
                      † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960 
 Friday, December 23 
  8:00 AM - SD † Zachary Woods 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Rosemary & Vincent Schwager & Family 
                        † Delores & Richard Eggers 
                        † Lorin Sieverding, Eugene Konrardy &      
                           Families 
Saturday, December 24                                     
 4:00 PM - SJ   † Don Sieverding, Bertha & Antone                 
                          Schwager  
                        † Collin Long; † Diane Hager   
                        † Carol Scheckel        
 4:00 PM - SD  For all the People of our Parishes                             
  6:00 PM - SC  † Nick & Carl Weimerckirch  
                        † Craig Jackson  
                        † Francis & Patricia Stoffel &                       
                           Jeanette Cannon                                                                                                         
 6:00 PM - SPP † Kayla Nemmers; † Janet Steines                                                                                                          
                        † Leon Kilburg & Dan Trenkamp  
Sunday, December 25                                                                  
 9:00 AM - SJ  For all the People of our Parishes 

                                                    St. Joseph -   Saturday, December 24 at 4:00 PM 
Lector: Patti Hager Eucharistic Ministers: Molly Ploessl, Judy Moran, Donna Mottet, Gail Michels, Andy Bishop                              
Sacristan: Carol Ries Servers: Alaina/Nic/Brayden DeSotel Ushers: Tim  Daugherty, Loras Deppe, Russ Kettmann, Jim                  
Kilburg, Greg Schulte, Dick Zeimet 
                                                               Sunday, December 25 at 9:00 AM  
Lector: Kim Moore Eucharistic Ministers: Jacob Sturm, Dahlia Beauchamp, Judy Ernst, Jeanette Hartung Schroeder, Heather 
Weber Sacristan: Carolyn Weber Servers: Paige Kueter & 2 Volunteers Ushers: Joe Kettmann, Gary Kilburg, Jerry                 
Marshall, Ron Ries, Isaac Sturm, Jacob Sturm      
                                                                                                                          
                                                Sts. Peter & Paul - Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 PM 
Lector: Charlie Peters Eucharistic Minister: Mary Kilburg, Gregg Kilburg, Donna Banowetz Servers: Cameron/Grace               
Gerlach, Mason Pitts Offertory: Jim Banowetz’ Ushers: Steve Cloos, Jim Banowetz, & 2 volunteers Greeters: Randy/Chris 
Kilburg & 1 volunteer Baby Jesus: Harper Pitts Children Procession: Taylor Gerlach, Avery Pitts, all of the Thomas children 
                                             
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, December 24 at 4:00 PM 
                                                 (All Liturgical ministers for this Mass will be determined) 
    

St. Catherine -  Sunday, December 24 at 6:00 PM 
Lector: Francis Weber Eucharistic Minister: Linda Noel Ushers: Craig Cannon & Mark Cannon Sacristan: Liz Staner

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………………………………….....$1085.00       
Offertory………..………………….……….……...$93.00 
Christmas………………………………………..$1050.00 
Holy Day…………………………………………...$10.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………..$55.00 
Total...................................................................$2293.00 
 

St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..……………...………….......$260.00         
Offertory……………………………………..…….$54.00 
Votive………………………………..…..…………$19.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………..$50.00 
Total.....................................................................$383.00 
 

St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………….…...$6695.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………$3295.00     
Youth………………………………………………...$5.00 
Debt Reduction………………………….………$1000.00 
Offertory…………………………………...…….$304.92 
Holy Day……………………………………….…..$10.00 
Thanksgiving………………………………………..$75.00 
Votive……………………………………………....$57.00 
Christmas………………………………………….$500.00 
Total................................................................$11,941.92 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes…………………….............................$2944.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) ....................................................$411.00 
Offertory/Misc/Retirement for Religious………....$277.92 
Votive/Holy Day……………………...………..…$183.00 
Total...................................................................$3815.92 

          Stewardship of Giving 



 Our sympathy and prayers to the family of                
Liela Hoffman who passed away on November 
8th. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 

    St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
      You are invited to stay after the 8 a.m. Mass at St.               
Catherine Church this Sunday, December 18, enjoy a donut 
social put on by the Parish Life committee followed by a 
Christmas skit presented by the young children of our              
parishes. We hope you can join us! 
   An Advent Opportunity to give! Our Social Justice                
Committee is collecting donations of mittens, scarves, and 
hats to be donated to those in need, along with items for 
our local non-profit pregnancy support groups in Dubuque 
such as diapers, blankets, little clothing, etc. There is a  
basket in the back of both St. Catherine and St. Donatus 
churches for your donations. We will be collecting through 
Sunday, January 1, 2023. Thank you. 
   The Monthly Special Collection for December is going to 
the Clarity Clinic. Clarity Clinic, located at 3365 Hillcrest 
Road in Dubuque, is a free, non-profit pregnancy center/
medical clinic whose goal is to provide medical services to 
women and men in crisis. It promotes abstinence education 
in area schools and youth groups, along with classes for 
men and women impacted by unplanned pregnancies and 
abortion, among other things. To donate, please use the 
envelopes found in the pews in our churches. Thank you! 

 Our sympathy and prayers to the family of   
Duane Wolter who passed away on December 
6th. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The December meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will 
be every Monday in December at 10:00 a.m. in the board 
room in Fr. Kruse Center. Contact Judy Moran (563-212-

7593) for any  questions.  

Advent - Preparing the Way 

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Sunday, January 1 - All Confirmation service hours 
are due for sponsors and church. 

 Monday, January 2 - Family of Faith, After School 
Youth Faith Formation, Home Study Faith                  
Formation, Family Movie Night at Trinity Center 
5:30 p.m. There will be a meal served. An email will 
be sent in order to RSVP. 

 Sunday, January 15 - All Confirmation students will 
meet with Father in Kieffer Hall from 9:15-9:30 a.m. 
Bring your interview packet and your letter to             
Father. 

 Sunday, January 15 - 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. All   
Confirmation students meet in Kieffer Hall.                     
Celebration of Enrollment during Mass. Confirmation 
practice after Reconciliation. 

 Sunday, January 15 - High School/Middle School 
Faith Formation Class meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Practice at St. Joseph’s                                                   
The adult choir at St. Joseph Church will be singing for the 
4:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve. We will be having  
practice on Wednesday, Dec. 21 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in 
the Marquette music room. We will also practice                  
Saturday,  December 24th at 2:30 p.m. in the Marquette 

music room.  

                Decorating of Church for Christmas                              
Sts. Peter & Paul Church will be decorated for Christmas 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 18th. Much 
help is needed and appreciated with the crib and all of 
the Christmas decorations. Thank you in advance for your 

kindness and generosity.  

                     Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's                                     
                      Beauty In Christ Conference                                                                            
Please consider gathering for fellowship with other women 
of Dubuque at the 2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's 
Beauty In Christ Conference on Saturday, January 28th. 
This is a virtual event put on by the Archdiocese of                 
Dubuque, however Holy Spirit Parish is hosting an                  
in-person gathering on their campus at Kriebs Hall 
(downstairs of Sacred Heart Church). Doors will open at 
7:30am with the Conference ending at 3pm. It will cost 
$25 to attend the event if you register through Holy Spirit 
Parish and receive a registration coupon code from them. 
This will include the conference, breakfast, snacks, lunch, 
beverages, door prizes and much more. Registration forms 
can be found on their website or by contacting Raegan 
Reid at the parish office 563-583-1709 or 

dbq059s2@dbqarch.org.  

Church books for the 2022 year will close on 
December 31st. Please have all donations to 
the church office by that time so they can be                
included with year end individual statements 

that will be ready for pick up the middle of January. If 
you need yours before this time, please contact the church 
office.

Christmas Eve Practice at Sts. Peter & Paul                                                 
Christmas Eve choir practice for Sts. Peter & Paul will be 
on Wednesday, December 21st at 6:30 p.m. in the church. 

All are welcome to come and sing with the choir.  

mailto:dbq059s2@dbqarch.org


Stewardship Quote … When he discovered that Mary 

was with child, Joseph resolved to end their engagement 
with as little disgrace as possible. But obedient to the voice 
of God, he changed those plans and became instead the 
protector of the child Jesus and His mother, Mary. God 
grant that I may be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit! 

Student Tuition Organization                                                   
Need a last-minute gift idea? An Our Faith STO                        
contribution is two gifts in 1! Your donation provides the 
gift of Catholic education for qualifying Archdiocesan     
families, while you’ll receive a 75% Iowa income tax                 
credit. There is only a little time left to donate, but you 
must do so now to receive your 2022 Iowa income tax 
credit. Check to see if credits remain, and then donate 
online at www.OurFaithSTO.org, or contact the Our Faith 

STO at (563) 556-2580 x296 for more info.  

           

     Sts. Peter & Paul 
6:00 PM - December 24 
8:00 AM - January 1 

          St. Joseph  
  4:00 PM - December 24  
             (SJ Church)                                       
   9:00 AM - December 25 
  4:15 PM - December 31 
10:15 AM - January 1 

Holiday Mass Schedule for Christmas & New Year’s 

St. Catherine 
6:00 PM - December 24 
8:00 AM - January 1 

         St. Donatus 
4:00 PM - December 24 
5:30 PM - December 31 

Retirement Fund for Religious                                                           
Religious give thanks. A sister writes, “We remember the 
many people who believe in the Retirement Fund for           
Religious, thanking them in prayer for their great                     
generosity and compassion.” God bless you for donating 
to last week’s second collection. Visit retiredreligious.org to 
learn how your gift supports elderly sisters, brothers, and 

religious order priests.  


