
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-543-1626 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM or by appointment 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

               The Nativity of  the Lord 

December 25, 2022  

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


 With Thanksgiving still in our memories and the holy and 
joyous Christmas season upon us, I write to express heartfelt 
thank you for your support and generosity, share highlights 
from the past year, and wish you and yours a Merry    
Christmas. 
 My Diamond Jubilee was celebrated six times over:              
Chicago, Saint Paul, Winona, Bellevue, and La Salle               
Pastorate. Each one provided welcome contact with people 
who mean a lot to me and abundant reason to praise God 
and give thanks. Thank you to those of you who were               
present at one of them, sent good wishes, said a prayer, or 
just recognized the event. Jubilee is a time to remember 
and give thanks. I am aware of how blessed I have been 
and am forever grateful.  
 Sixty years of Lasallian Catholic ministry as a De La Salle 
Christian Brother found me in High School and University 
administration and teaching, Parish and Christian Brother 
Leadership, Religious Education Publishing, and incredibly 
blessed retirement.  
 Retirement for me does not mean no ministry or work but 
does mean not being the decision maker nor the one with 
overall responsibility, time to rest, pray, and do things you 
enjoy while still contributing to the good of the Church and 
society. I have been blessed to be able to conduct RCIA 
(Rite of Christian initiation for Adults) sessions, coordinate 
and prepare parents for the baptisms of their children, 
write a Column for the weekly parish bulletin, and am              
richly  graced to accompany the Marquette Basketball 
teams.  
 During the past seventeen months I have had the                  
privilege of meeting with fourteen RCIA candidates and, so 
far, have witnessed seven of them receive full union in the 
Catholic Church, prepared forty-five couples for their 
child’s baptism, rejoiced with each child’s  baptism, and 
contributed forty-six columns for the parish bulletin.                   
Following Marquette High School’s boys and girls                    
basketball teams, attending their games, riding on the bus 
with them to away games, and praying with them prior to 
each game has truly been a time of grace for me.                      
Following  the Bellevue Braves Semi-Pro Baseball Team 
during the summer provided another highlight. People ask 
if I am busy and I say, “if you count ball games, yes.”  
 I have my share of health issues, am way too familiar 
with Mayo in Rochester, MN,  but, praise God, continue to 
be well, hopeful, and thankful. The understanding and                 
support from each of you is greatly appreciated.  
 As we celebrate the holy season of Christmas, let us              
remember it is a celebration of welcoming Jesus into our 
lives now and always. Let us pray for the grace to always 
remember that we live in God’s holy presence.  
 Again, a heartfelt thank you and Merry Christmas to 
you and yours,  Brother Stephen 
 
 
 
  
         Next: Stories from Teacher Preparation Days 
  

Dear Parishioners,  
 Merry Christmas to all of you! Jesus Christ is born for us! 
He is the Light of the World!  
 It is a rare treat to have a Christmas Bulletin. So I am 
happy to write this message to all of you. Every time we 
come to Mass and profess the Nicene Creed, we remember 
with love this feast of Christ’s birth. The Creed says, “For us 
men and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.” At Christmas and the Solemnity of the              
Annunciation we genuflect. Literally, our knees bend in               
Adoration and praise to the closeness of God in our lives. 
 I am told that when you go to Bethlehem and venerate 
the place where Christ was born, you literally have to fall 
to your knees to get into the room that is now a chapel that 
has a star as the spot where the Son of God came into this 
world. That is the perfect posture for the feast of Christmas. 
Jesus bows, comes down, and condescends to us and we in 
turn fall to our knees in admiration and worship. 
 We need to kneel and pray. Human beings are at their 
best when they pray and raise their minds and hearts to 
God. Human beings have the greatest clarity when they 
pray. God shows us what is most important. Human beings 
are made for praise and worship so the song we begin the 
Christmas Mass is so important and I pray ring in all of our 
minds and hearts, “O come let us adore Him, O come let us 
adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”  
 I pray that your family gatherings are because of Jesus, 
your Christmas meal, your presents, your parties, your 
laughter and celebration. I pray that in all of your                  
celebrations and gatherings that Jesus is the reason and his 
birth is the celebration. May sorrow, sadness, depression, 
and division flee from your homes and gatherings. May joy, 
happiness, consolation, unity, and peace abide in your 
hearts, your homes, and your relationships. 
 It is an honor to be your pastor! Please know of my                
sincere prayers for your holiness and happiness. Merry 
Christmas! 
 
In Jesus, 

 
 
Fr. Gross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

                                                                                                       
                                     
                                                  
                                                                          
         The Place of Jesus’ Birth, Bethlehem  



Monday, December 26 
  5:30 PM - SJ † Zachary Woods 
                      † Deceased Members of the Class of 1960 
Tuesday, December 27 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Collin Long 
                                        † Milton & Roberta Obermann 
                       † Rita Roling & Barb Hoffmann 
  5:30 PM - SC No Mass 
Wednesday, December 28 
  8:25 AM - SJ No Mass 
10:00 AM - MVCC - † Lloyd Stecklein 
Thursday, December 29 
 8:00 AM - SPP † Clyde Helmle; † Maxine Wanger 
 8:25 AM - SJ No Mass 
 Friday, December 30 
  8:00 AM - SD No Mass 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Mike, B.H. Casey & Alpha Mae Moran 
                        † Allan & Jean Hoffmann, Heidi Heim,                   
             John  & Mary Hoffmann, Peter & Augusta Kilburg 
Saturday, December 31                                     
 4:15 PM - SJ   † Collin Long; † Ann & Ben Duehr  
                        † Sylvester & Esther Deppe & Merlin &            
                           Gwendola Till  
                        † Don, Vivian, Nick & Jim Achen  
 5:30 PM - SD  For all the People of our Parishes                             
Sunday, January 1                                                                  
   8:00 AM - SC  † Laura Powers  
  8:00 AM - SPP † Liela Hoffman                                           
10:15 AM - SJ  † Dale Sieverding, Eldon Sieverding,             
                          James E. Rubel & Rick Neitz   

                                                    St. Joseph -   Saturday, December 31 at 4:15 PM 
Lector: Patty McClimon Eucharistic Ministers: Sue Kieffer, Katie Kieffer, Cortney Kueter, Leonard Ernst, Rhonda Petesch                              
Sacristan: Molly/Bob Ploessl Rosary: Judy Moran Servers: Macie/Parker/Myra Harris Ushers: Tim  Daugherty, Loras 
Deppe, Russ Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Greg Schulte, Dick Zeimet 
                                                               Sunday, January 1 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Jeanette Hartung Schroeder Eucharistic Ministers: Melissa Sturm, Jason Weber, Karla Weinschenk, Ruth Marshall, 
Carolyn Weber Sacristan: Kris Curet Servers: Joe/Josh/Jacob Deaver Ushers: Chuck Kueter, Rick Michels, Steve Schmidt, 
Loras Sieverding, Glen Sprank, Leon Tebbe 
                                                                                                                          
                                                Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, January 1 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Laura Steines Eucharistic Minister: John Jacobs, Sue Peterson, Beth Gerlach Servers: Joe/Tim Lane, Connor Thomas 
Offertory: Ron Trenkamp’s Rosary: Volunteer Ushers: Mark/Tyler Banowetz, Colin Larson, Jim Banowetz Greeters: Carol 
Gerlach 
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, December 31 at 5:30 PM  
   Server: Brynna Gregorich Lector: Tom Draus Eucharistic Minister: Pat Draus Ushers: Mark Heitz & Larry Weber  
 

St. Catherine -  Sunday, January 1 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Ken Runde Eucharistic Minister: Marybeth Wagner Ushers: Joe Kies & Joe Lyons Sacristan: Dave & Jody Neuwohner

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

Wishing all a very Merry              
Christmas and a Joyous New Year! 

The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I proclaim to you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. For today in 

the city of David a savior has been born for 
you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger."    

- Lk 2:10-12  



                 St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
      Thank you to all the parents and other adults who 
helped our children to share the Christmas story after Mass 
at St. Catherine Church last Sunday. It was a great                  
opportunity for the children! Thank you also to everyone 
who stayed to share the experience with the children. 
   An Advent Opportunity to give!  Thank you to everyone 
who has already donated to our Social Justice Committee 
collection of mittens, scarves, and hats to be given to those 
in need, and to items for our local non-profit pregnancy 
support groups in Dubuque such as diapers, blankets, little 
clothing, etc. We will continue to collect donations through 
Sunday, January 1, 2023. There is a basket in the back of 
both St. Catherine and St. Donatus churches for your               
donations. All donations will be very much appreciated.   
   The Monthly Special Collection for December is going 
to the Clarity Clinic. Clarity Clinic, located at 3365                    
Hillcrest Road in Dubuque, is a free, non-profit pregnancy 
center/medical clinic whose goal is to provide medical     
services to women and men in crisis. It promotes abstinence 
education in area schools and youth groups, along with 
classes for men and women impacted by unplanned               
pregnancies and abortion, among other things. To donate, 
please use the envelopes found in the pews in our churches.  

Stewardship Quote … For unto us is born this day a  

Savior! In response to so great a love, only the gift of my 
whole self will do. You have given us Yourself, dear Lord; 
in love and thanksgiving, I commit myself afresh to You. 

                          For all 4 Parishes: 
         Members of all 4 parishes: Check out the FORMED.org 
website. You will be amazed at what you find. To sign up 
for your free account: 1. Go to sjandspp.formed.org. 2. 
Enter the zip code for our 4-parish office (52031) and “St. 
Joseph, Bellevue” will come up. 3. Click on “continue” to 
register with you name and email address. There are many 
great videos, talks, movies, etc., available on FORMED for 
both adults and children. Check it out.   
 The 2023 budget envelopes will be available for all 
four parishes in a few weeks. The distributor is having  
problems with their machines and finding workers. 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The December meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will 
be every Monday in December at 10:00 a.m. in the board 
room in Fr. Kruse Center. Contact Judy Moran (563-212-

7593) for any  questions.  

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Sunday, January 1 - All Confirmation service hours 
are due for sponsors and church. 

 Sunday, January 15 - All Confirmation students will 
meet with Father in Kieffer Hall from 9:15-9:30 a.m. 
Bring your interview packet and your letter to             
Father. 

 Sunday, January 15 - 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. All   
Confirmation students meet in Kieffer Hall.                     
Celebration of Enrollment during Mass. Confirmation 
practice after Reconciliation. 

 Sunday, January 15 - High School/Middle School 
Faith Formation Class meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

                     Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's                                     
                      Beauty In Christ Conference                                                                            
Please consider gathering for fellowship with other women 
of Dubuque at the 2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's 
Beauty In Christ Conference on Saturday, January 28th. 
This is a virtual event put on by the Archdiocese of                 
Dubuque, however Holy Spirit Parish is hosting an                  
in-person gathering on their campus at Kriebs Hall 
(downstairs of Sacred Heart Church). Doors will open at 
7:30am with the Conference ending at 3pm. It will cost 
$25 to attend the event if you register through Holy Spirit 
Parish and receive a registration coupon code from them. 
This will include the conference, breakfast, snacks, lunch, 
beverages, door prizes and much more. Registration forms 
can be found on their website or by contacting Raegan 
Reid at the parish office 563-583-1709 or 

dbq059s2@dbqarch.org.  

Church books for the 2022 year will close on 
December 31st. Please have all donations to 
the church office by that time so they can be                
included with year end individual statements 

that will be ready for pick up the middle of January. If 
you need yours before this time, please contact the church 
office.

                                  Thank you                                                    
St. Joseph’s Bellevue Christmas Fair Committee would like 
to thank everyone who volunteered and/or supported the 
Christmas Fair in anyway. Santa & Mrs. Claus were very 
happy to meet all of parishioners. The total income without 
expenses was $4,000.00.  

                           Giving Tree Thank You                                                                   
 Sts. Peter and Paul's Social Justice and Stewardship     
committee would like to thank everyone who shared their 
time, talent and treasure for our Giving Tree project. Six 
families, including 14 children, received multiple gifts to 
support them at this time of Christmas and in the weeks 
that follow. May God bless all of you!                                      
 Would you like to have a more integral part in guiding 
the parish in Social Justice and Stewardship                            
activities? Reach out to a current committee member to 
share your interest. Committee members currently include 
Blair Gerlach, Brianna Lane, Jenny Litterer and Carrie 

Pitts. Thank you! 

http://www.sjandspp.formed.org/
mailto:dbq059s2@dbqarch.org


                    Worldwide Marriage Encounter                                               
 Marriage is a journey!!  A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend can help you enrich your marriage and add 
some pizazz to your journey. Whether you’ve been               
married 1 year or 50, a Marriage Encounter Weekend 
may be just the thing you need to put a breath of fresh air 
into your relationship. For more information call Denise at 
(563)920-9419 or register at wwme.org.                                  
 Upcoming dates: April 22-23, 2023 in Epworth, Iowa 

and September 22-24, 2023 in Dubuque, Iowa. 

                       Student Tuition Organization                                                   
ONLY A FEW DAYS TO RECEIVE YOUR 75% STO TAX 
CREDIT! Hurry, there is still time to make a gift online or via 
phone to the Our Faith STO! Check the OurFaithSTO.org 
website to see whether 2022 tax credits are still available. 
Don’t miss out! Funds contributed in 2022 will provide                
tuition assistance to qualifying families attending an                   
Archdiocese school during the 2023-2024 school year. 
When the clock strikes midnight on December 31, this 75% 
opportunity for the 2022 tax year will be gone. Please 
visit www.ourfaithsto.org or contact the STO at (563) 556-

2580 x296 for more info.  

                       Bellevue Senior Center                                                                  
 The Bellevue Senior Center is now open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays & Fridays minus holidays. There will be 
group meals served and activities to participate in. Call 
Michelle at 563-872-4666 to sign up.                                                
 A reminder that Bellevue Citizens can call the Clerk’s  
office at 563-872-4456 to book a ride with the handicap 
accessible RTA van to any place in Bellevue, including the 

Senior Center for meals. Rides are $1.00 per way. 

               Address Change for Fr. Phillip Kruse                                         
As of January 1, 2023 Fr. Phillip Kruse’s new address will 

be 560 12th Ave SW, Unit 212, Dyersville, Iowa 52040. 

The parish office at St. Joseph will be closed on 
Monday, December 26, 2022 and                                

Monday, January 2, 2023 

http://wwme.org/

