
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-543-1626 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM or by appointment 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

           Mary, The Holy Mother of  God 

January 1, 2023 

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


                Stories from Teacher Preparation Days 
 I graduated from Saint Mary’s College (now                        
University), Winona MN with a major in Religious Studies 
and minors in English and Spanish. In 1962, when I was  
assigned assistant principal at Beckman Catholic High 
School, Dyersville I needed an undergraduate major in a 
secular subject to get an Iowa administration certificate. I 
had a Masters in Education from Saint Mary’s, a                         
Postmasters Diploma in Religion and Religious Studies, and 
a Ph.D. in Church Leadership/Non-Public School                       
Administration from Fordham University, New York. It took 
two undergraduate English courses to make my minor a 
major and receive  the certificate. 
 While in College, volunteer ministry  (Orphanage, Red 
Wing Reform School, and Cathedral Parish CCD) provided 
impactful teacher preparation. Brother John Steven and I 
tutored and babysat at Lamberton Orphanage run by    
Sisters from Germany. The Sisters put John and I in charge 
one day. One of the older orphans went missing and John 
took to the streets looking for him. I played games with  the 
others until John returned with the missing lad. The vigilance 
required of a teacher and the calming effect of prayer in 
crisis were lessons learned that day. 
 On Saturday mornings I taught eighteen year old inmates 
at Red Wing Reform School a health class, listened to their 
stories, sat in on their case studies, played sports with them, 
and climbed the bluffs looking for them when they                   
escaped. While umpiring a softball game I called Alex out 
in a close call at first base. He dashed to the plate, put his 
fist in my face yelling: “No GD, SOB preacher is gonna call 
me out!” I responded: “Alex, you are out! One more word, 
you are out of the game!” His teammates ushered him to the 
bench. I had a positive relationship with the guys and was 
confident that even the toughest of them would do the right 
thing.  Alex later apologized. 
 During the flood of 1965, we Brothers (85 strong)                 
sandbagged along the Mississippi and then for two weeks 
a few of us patrolled the dikes watching for potential 
breaks. I was on the 2:00 to 10:00 am crew and found that 
walking the dike in the still of darkness with the waves 
pounding against the dike, allowed reflection time on how 
team work and hard work can accomplish what appeared 
undoable. Authorities claimed that thanks to the frantic 
work of the teams that built and patrolled the dikes, 
Winona was not flooded. A young Jewish lad and I were 
teamed up sandbagging on Good Friday. The Bishop sent 
word that we were to eat the ham sandwiches provided by 
the Red Cross for lunch. Of course the Jewish lad could not 
eat the ham so I offered him the bread from my sandwich 
and I would eat the two pieces of ham. He couldn’t eat the 
bread because it had touched the ham so he had two               
bananas and I had two ham sandwiches that day for lunch. 
He reminded me that Catholics have lots of rules but they 
have a more human, common sense understanding of them. 
  
 
Happy New Year everyone! 
Next: Baptism by Fire 

Dear Parishioners,                                                                     
 Today we begin 2023. May God bless us with his peace 
and it is still Christmas!                                                                
 Many people make New Year Resolutions. I have done 
this in the past, but sometimes it is a set up for                              
discouragement because we may not have the right                    
mentality and attitude we need to make positive changes in 
our lives.                                                                                          
 A line from Alcoholics Anonymous can give us some real 
wisdom. It says in the Big Book, “We claim spiritual                   
progress and not spiritual perfection.” I find that piece of 
wisdom coming from the great wisdom of the Bible. Jesus 
says, “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”                  
Instead of those words of Jesus giving an unachievable 
goal, I think we have to flip it around. The way to                   
perfection is possible for everyone by making acts of 
greater openness to God and to his grace.                                            
 If we are not stepping forward in the spiritual life, then 
we are stepping backwards. So make progress and as we 
make progress in the spiritual life, then we are being                 
perfected. Progress is the way of perfection. God changes 
us slowly over time but we have to be open to be changed 
and transformed by his Spirit. We are more like crock pots 
than microwaves.                                                                             
 So many times we believe in the lie, “I cannot ever 
change.” “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” But I think 
we are more than dogs. I think we are more capable of 
openness to Jesus because we are made for a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.                                                                           
 Make solid New Year’s resolutions, but keep the motto, 
“Spiritual progress, not spiritual perfection.” I am going to 
share two resolutions that I want to keep this year and for 
years to come. First, I resolve to do more spiritual reading 
and watch screens less. I have so many beautiful books on 
my shelves but there are some I have not gotten to yet. I 
always feel better when I read, reflect, ponder, and pray 
with the great classics of the Catholic spiritual tradition.   
 Second, I resolve to reduce the amount of sugar in my 
life. Less and less sweets, carbs, and especially anything 
coming out of a crunchy bag. I need to grow more in the 
care of my diabetes. I always feel better when my blood 
sugars are in normal range. That feeling is worth more than 
a bag of Doritos or a package of Oreos in one sitting.                        
 If I only read two nights a week, my resolution will                
hopefully get me to 4 nights a week and then over time, 5 
nights a week, and God willing to 7 nights a week.                   
Spiritual progress leads to greater openness to becoming a 
better person. Don’t let the perfect be the enemy of the 
good.                                                                                               
 As a recovering perfectionist, this has been one of the 
more liberating bits of wisdom that has opened my mind 
and heart to the true meaning of the words of Jesus, “Be 
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Progress in 
grace is the means of living the life of spiritual perfection. 
In other words, the completeness God desires for all of us. 
 Happy New Year! Keep moving forward! Progress is the 
way to perfection. Help us O Lord, to be better, holier  
people in this new year of 2023. 
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!    Fr. Gross 



Monday, January 2 
  5:30 PM - SJ † John & Helen Daugherty Family 
Tuesday, January 3 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Peg Schroeder 
                                        † Leslie (Mooty) & Eugenia (Babe) Blitgen     
                          & Deceased Members of their Family 
  5:30 PM - SC For all the People of our Parishes 
Wednesday, January 4 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Rosemary & Vincent Schwager & Family 
                       † Peg Schroeder 
                       † Milton & Roberta Obermann 
10:00 AM - MVCC - † Verna Budde 
Thursday, January 5 
 8:00 AM - SPP † Florian & Olga Scheckel 
                         † Lee & Beth Radil 
 8:25 AM - SJ For all the People of our Parishes 
 Friday, January 6 
  8:00 AM - SD For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Karen Gonner 
                        † Joseph & Thomas Fiedler 
                        † Paul Finzel, Albert & LaVera Naumann 
Saturday, January 7                                    
 8:00 AM - SJ    For the Blessed Mother’s Intentions  
 4:15 PM - SJ   Living Members of the Rosary Society  
                        † Marilyn Clasen  
                        † Deceased Members of Chris & Veronica 
        Manders Family & Bob & Dorothy Marshall Family 
 5:30 PM - SD  For all the People of our Parishes                             
Sunday, January 8                                                                  
  8:00 AM - SC  † Craig Jackson ; † Susie & Al Blatz  
 8:00 AM - SPP † Jeanette Konrardy, Joann Homan &            
                            Lee Homan  
                        † Mike & Loras Steines ; † Marvin Jacobs                                           
                        † Bill Portz & Jean Thola  
10:15 AM - SJ  † Judy Kolker  
                        † Gerry & Dee Ernst & Family  

                                                    St. Joseph -   Saturday, January 7 at 4:15 PM 
Lector: Angela Burken Eucharistic Ministers: Judy Moran, Donna Mottet, Patty McClimon, Gail Michels, Melissa Brinker             
Sacristan: Dick/Marie Zeimet Rosary: Ray Theisen Servers: Sam Schmidt, Kindrick/Kelson Decker Ushers: Ethan DeSotel, 
Steve Engelman, John Kieffer, Terry Mueller, Bob Ploessl, Molly Ploessl 
                                                               Sunday, January 8 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Brody Recker Eucharistic Ministers: Jacob Sturm, Dahlia Beauchamp, Matt Tracy, Judy Ernst, Heather Weber                     
Sacristan: Monica McHugh Rosary: Kim Moore Servers: Jacklyn Pataska Moore, Lilliana/Elena Tracy Ushers: Chuck Kueter, 
Rick Michels, Steve Schmidt, Loras Sieverding, Glen Sprank, Leon Tebbe                                              
                                                Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, January 8 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Jolene Starr Eucharistic Minister: Jim/Betty Portz, Mary Thomas Servers: Jaden/Hailey Dondlinger, Charlie Lane 
Offertory: Nancy Jacobs Rosary: Carol Gerlach Ushers: Mike Till, Steve Cloos, Kevin/Darin Banowetz Greeters: Larry Ties’ 
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, January 7 at 5:30 PM  
Server: Keegan Theisen Lector: Jaylen Theisen Eucharistic Minister: Ruth Roling Ushers: Mike Theisen & Larry Weber  

St. Catherine -  Sunday, January 8 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Mark Wagner Eucharistic Minister: Vicki Weber Ushers: Scott Weimerskirch & Randy Helmle Sacristan: Karen Blatz & 
Dee Schilling

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………………………………….....$1030.00       
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………...$350.00    
Offertory………..………………….……….…….$289.04 
Christmas……………………………………...…$4900.00 
Religious Retirement Fund………………………...$125.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………..$80.00 
Monthly Collection…………………………...……$169.00 
Total..................................................................$6,943.04 
 

St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..……………...………….....$1242.04         
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………...$580.00    
Offertory……………………………………..…...$608.50 
Votive/Breakfast donation……………………...$1310.00 
Christmas Flowers/Hall Rent………………………..$80.00 
Outdoor Way of the Cross……………………….$152.00 
Christmas/Summer Collection………………....…$7715.00 
Total................................................................$11,687.54 
 

St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………….…...$5621.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………$1706.00     
Youth……………………………………………….$10.00 
Offertory……………………………………..…$1801.50 
Thanksgiving……………………………………...$175.00 
Votive/Holy Day...………………………………..$136.00 
Christmas……………………………………...$26,530.00 
Total................................................................$35,979.50 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes…………………….............................$6385.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) .................................................$1082.00 
Offertory………………………………………....$823.91 
Votive……………………...…………………...…$130.00 
Flowers……………………………………………..$36.00 
Christmas………………………………………..$4440.00 
Total................................................................$12,896.91 

          Stewardship of Giving 



 

Our sympathy and prayers to the family of   
Shirley Scholtes and Eugene Kurt who both 
passed away on December 18th and to the 
family of Cletus Victor who passed away on 
December 25th. Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord. 

                 St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
        The Presentation Lantern Center in Dubuque will be the 
recipient of donations to St. Catherine/St. Donatus                   
parishes’ Monthly Special Collection for January 2023. 
Opened in 2002 and sponsored by the Dubuque Sisters of 
the Presentation, this drop-in, non-profit center’s services 
are free. The center provides hospitality and welcome   
immigrants. It helps peoples improve their English (with  
volunteer tutors), study for citizenship, and learn practical 
life skills to use in a new country, and also connects them to 
community resources. To learn more about the Presentation 
Language Center go to thelanterncenter.org. To donate to 
this great organization, please use the envelopes found in 
the pews in our churches. Thank you! 
    Our Advent Opportunity continues through  January 
8th! Thank you to everyone who has already  donated to 
our Social Justice Committee’s collection of  mittens, scarves, 
and hats to be given to those in need, and to items for our 
local non-profit pregnancy support groups in  Dubuque 
such as diapers, blankets, little clothing, etc. Items may be 
donated through Sunday, January 8, the day we celebrate 
the wise men bringing gifts to the baby Jesus. There is a 
basket in the back of both St. Catherine and St. Donatus 
churches for your donations. All donations will be very much 
appreciated. 

Stewardship Quote … Today’s second reading reminds 

us that through Christ we have been delivered from the old 
law and have become sons and daughters of God. New 
Year’s Day provides a perfect opportunity to ask ourselves 
the question: Does my life reflect my gratitude for all that 
my loving Father has given me? 

            First Friday & First Saturday Devotions                               
 First Friday will be held on Friday, January 6th with Mass 
at 8:25 a.m. followed by Eucharistic Adoration from 9:00 
a.m.—5:00 p.m. Sign up sheet is available in the back of 
St. Joseph Church. 
 The next First Saturday Devotion is January 7th at St. 
Joseph Church with rosary at 7:30 a.m. and Mass at 8:00 
a.m. Confessions will follow Mass until all are heard. 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The January meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will be 
every Monday in January at 10:00 a.m. in the board room 
in Fr. Kruse Center except January 2nd. Contact Judy  

Moran (563-212-7593) for any  questions.  

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 

 Sunday, January 15 - All Confirmation students will 

meet with Father in Kieffer Hall from 9:15-9:30 a.m. 
Bring your interview packet and your letter to             
Father. 

 Sunday, January 15 - 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. All   
Confirmation students meet in Kieffer Hall.                     
Celebration of Enrollment during Mass. Confirmation 
practice after Reconciliation. 

 Sunday, January 15 - High School/Middle School 
Faith Formation Class meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

             Beauty In Christ Women’s Conference                                                                             
Please consider gathering for fellowship with other women 
of Dubuque at the 2023 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women's 
Beauty In Christ Conference on Saturday, January 28th. 
This is a virtual event put on by the Archdiocese of                 
Dubuque, however Holy Spirit Parish is hosting an                  
in-person gathering on their campus at Kriebs Hall 
(downstairs of Sacred Heart Church). Doors will open at 
7:30am with the Conference ending at 3pm. It will cost 
$25 to attend the event if you register through Holy Spirit 
Parish and receive a registration coupon code from them. 
This will include the conference, breakfast, snacks, lunch, 
beverages, door prizes and much more. Registration forms 
can be found on their website or by contacting Raegan 
Reid at the parish office 563-583-1709 or 

dbq059s2@dbqarch.org.  

 In Memory of Virgil & Daryl Nemmers--Algean     
Nemmers 

 In Memory of Emma Schmerbach, Brooke Ehrlich,  
Edwin & Marcella Rubel & Gertrude & Erwin Theisen
--Bonnie & Paul Theisen 

St. Joseph & St. Donatus Additional                  
Christmas Flower Donations                                                                                                                                             

Wishing all a Healthy and Happy 
New Year in 2023! 

Second Collections for 2023  for St. Joseph Parish                                                   
 The Social Justice Committee has declared the second 
collections for each month of 2023. The charities for each 
month are as follows: (designated by St. Joseph’s Social 
Justice Committee)                                                                    
_____January 2023 – Sister Water Project                                              
_____February 2023 - ServeHAITI                                               
_____March 2023  -  Mary’s Inn                                                    
_____April 2023 - Jackson County Hospice                            
_____May 2023  - Dubuque Co.   Right to Life                      
_____June 2023  - Maria House                                                  
_____July 2023  - Bellevue Bread Basket                     
_____August 2023 – Dubuque Rescue Mission  
_____September 2023 – ServeHAITI                                                    
_____October 2023 – Theresa Shelter             
_____November 2023 – Food for the Poor                        

_____December 2023 – Kids Against Hunger 

mailto:dbq059s2@dbqarch.org


 

Farm Bureau Financial Services 
Barbara Collins - barbaraRcollins.com 

563-872-4884 - 300 N. Riverview, Bellevue, IA 

                    Worldwide Marriage Encounter                                               
 Marriage is a journey!!  A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend can help you enrich your marriage and add 
some pizazz to your journey. Whether you’ve been               
married 1 year or 50, a Marriage Encounter Weekend 
may be just the thing you need to put a breath of fresh air 
into your relationship. For more information call Denise at 
(563)920-9419 or register at wwme.org.                                  
 Upcoming dates: April 22-23, 2023 in Epworth, Iowa 

and September 22-24, 2023 in Dubuque, Iowa. 

                          For all 4 Parishes: 
         Members of all 4 parishes: Check out the FORMED.org 
website. You will be amazed at what you find. To sign up 
for your free account: 1. Go to sjandspp.formed.org. 2. 
Enter the zip code for our 4-parish office (52031) and “St. 
Joseph, Bellevue” will come up. 3. Click on “continue” to 
register with you name and email address. There are many 
great videos, talks, movies, etc., available on FORMED for 
both adults and children. Check it out.   
 The 2023 budget envelopes will be available for all 
four parishes in a few weeks. The distributor is having  
problems with their machines and finding workers. 

                       Bellevue Senior Center                                                                  
 The Bellevue Senior Center is now open on Mondays, 
Wednesdays & Fridays minus holidays. There will be 
group meals served and activities to participate in. Call 
Michelle at 563-872-4666 to sign up.                                                
 A reminder that Bellevue Citizens can call the Clerk’s  
office at 563-872-4456 to book a ride with the handicap 
accessible RTA van to any place in Bellevue, including the 

Senior Center for meals. Rides are $1.00 per way. 

               Address Change for Fr. Phillip Kruse                                         
As of January 1, 2023 Fr. Phillip Kruse’s new address will 

be 560 12th Ave SW, Unit 212, Dyersville, Iowa 52040. 

The parish office at St. Joseph will be closed on                               
Monday, January 2, 2023 

Many thanks to all liturgical ministers who have 
helped throughout the whole year in all of our 
parishes. We appreciate your time, talent, and 
treasure in all areas of these ministries. New  

volunteers are appreciated and welcomed. If you are     
interested in any of these areas, please contact the rectory 
at 872-3234 and we will help direct you to the proper 
parish. 

http://wwme.org/
http://www.sjandspp.formed.org/

