
 

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by 
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN 

CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement 

Main Parish Office  
St. Joseph Church       MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes): 
405 Franklin Street                       405 Franklin St. 
Bellevue, IA  52031                 Bellevue, Iowa 52031 
563-872-3234    

Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/

stjosephbellevue 

Parish Staff 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Gross: 563-872-3234                                   
r.gross@dbqarch.org

Associate Pastor - Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234                       
d.ambrosy@dbqarch.org

 Deacon - Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234                
ljcweber@hotmail.com     

Pastoral Minister - Brother Stephen Markham: 563-580-
6930; s.markham@dbqarch.org                        

Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.               
Catherine -  Mary Beth Wagner: m.wagner@dbqarch.org 

Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234                
d.michel@dbqarch.org

Office Volunteer - Dee Schilling: 563-872-3234
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/              
             3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons 
Greg Willging  (St. Catherine)   563-543-1626 
Lori Thielen        (St. Donatus)   563-580-2931 
Dean Upmann   (St. Joseph)    563-357-2528 
Deb Stillmunkes    (Sts. Peter & Paul)   563-219-5315 

 
Reconciliation  
Saturdays at SJ, 3:00-3:45 PM or by appointment 

Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the 

parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families 
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a 
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 

Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months  

prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish             
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered, 
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where 
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30 
p.m. if held on  Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon, 
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s 
permission. 

Pastoral Care 
Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy                
Communion, and visits to the homebound.                                  

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office. 

 Mass Schedule 
Saturday (vigil) 

 4:15 PM St. Joseph 

 5:30 PM St. Donatus
(November - April) 

Sunday 

 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul 

 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
(November - April) 

 10:15 AM St. Joseph 

Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside 

St. Catherine, St. Donatus,                          

St. Joseph &  Sts. Peter & Paul                 

Catholic Churches  

           Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

January 15, 2023 

mailto:smarkham@smumn.edu
mailto:dbq181ff@dbqarch.org


                                 January 15  
 January 15 remains a date etched in my memory and 
should be for all of us. It is especially so for me as 29 years 
ago, at seven-thirty that morning, my mother died. That day 
was the height of a winter vortex with temperatures 30  
below zero and 70 below with the wind-chill. It did not 
warm up for the next 5 days through the wake and funeral. 
Mom had a cold send off but the warm memories of a    
mothers’ love have never diminished. 
 Hopefully, January 16 is a date remembered by all of us 
for it is the day designated as a federal holiday in honor of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. King was an American Baptist                  
minister and activist who became the most prominent leader 
in the Civil Rights movement from 1955 until his                    
assassination, April 4, 1968. He advocated for civil rights 
for people of color in the United States through                      
non-violence and civil disobedience. He spearheaded the 
non-violent resistance against Jim Crow laws and other 
forms of discrimination. The Civil rights movement, of which 
he was a prominent leader, achieved significant legislative 
gains in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 
1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. 
 October 14, 1964, Dr. King won the Nobel Peace Prize 
for combating racial inequality through non-violent                  
resistance. King was posthumously awarded the                     
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and the                         
Congressional Gold Medal in 2003. January 15 was                   
established as a federal holiday by Legislation signed by 
President Ronald Regan in 1986. The Martin Luther King, Jr. 
memorial on the National Mall in Washington, DC was  
dedicated in 2011. 
 Having been raised in a rural area north of Dubuque, I 
had not been exposed to a multicultural community nor did I 
have the privilege of knowing individuals of color. It was not 
until I taught at St. Mel High School, Chicago, in the  summer 
of 1965 that I experienced first hand such diversity. The 
civil rights movement was a major focus of our life in               
Chicago that summer. It was a great learning experience 
and the beginning of many blessings to come as I lived and  
ministered in large cities and experienced multicultural  
communities. 
 Remembering the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
respecting, even marveling at the shrines and                          
accomplishments attributed to him, is all good and helpful. 
However, achieving a respect for as well as appreciation 
and understanding of the richness of multicultural                     
relationships and communities is more likely to be achieved 
through personal lived experiences. April 4, 1968, I was 
teaching at Grace High School, Fridley, MN. Sister Patricia 
Frost, SSND, and I prepared a prayer service for the entire 
school. One of the comments Sister Patricia made: “Until 
there are lots of intermarriages between white and people 
of color there will not be illumination of racial bias nor              
adequate understanding of racial difference.” I  do not  
doubt the validity of Sister’s comment for I have seen            
examples of this where interracial marriages have             
occurred. I do believe if one wants to rid oneself of racial 
bias one needs to go  beyond one’s comfort zone and get 
to know individuals from other cultures.  
                        Next: A Rookie Teacher  

Dear Parishioners,                                                                     
Archbishop Fulton Sheen Tomb and Museum 
 
 Last week my good friend, Fr. Brian O’Brien, came to visit 
me and to have a week of retreat. He is pastor of St.          
Francis Xavier Parish in Stillwater, OK. He stayed at the 
rectory in Springbrook and thoroughly enjoyed his time 
here. He would pray during the day and we would have 
one meal together to catch up and spend time together. It 
was a wonderful way to bring in the first week of 2023. 
 One of his main goals of his retreat was to go to Peoria, 
IL and to the Cathedral of Mary the Immaculate Conception 
to venerate the tomb of Archbishop Fulton Sheen. He is 
presently in the canonization process to be declared a saint 
in the Catholic Church. Archbishop Sheen was a wonderful 
evangelist of Jesus and teacher of the Catholic faith.  
 In the last couple of years, his body was moved from St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York to the Cathedral of St. 
Mary in Peoria because he was a priest and from the                 
Diocese of Peoria. If you are of a certain age, you may 
remember Archbishop Sheen’s show on television, Life is 
Worth Living. He actually won an Emmy for best show. He 
was as fruitful an evangelist as Billy Graham during those 
years. 
 To celebrate his life, faith, and preaching, the Cathedral 
in Peoria and the Museum dedicated to his memory offers 
opportunities for priests and parish groups to make                   
pilgrimage to venerate Archbishop Sheen, to pray for his 
canonization, and to make pilgrimage to Peoria. Fr. O’Brien 
and I had a wonderful and spiritual moving time together 
there.  
 It got me thinking. This summer let’s make an opportunity 
for families to make a pilgrimage together as a family and 
see the tomb of Archbishop Sheen and learn about this 
wonderful teacher of our Catholic faith. Pilgrimage is such a 
wonderful expression of our Catholic faith. 
 You don’t have to go to Rome for a pilgrimage. You don't 
have to take a trip that costs thousands of dollars. We can 
get in a car or on a bus and go to a shrine as families and 
a parish community and enjoy our Catholic faith. Practicing 
our Catholic faith is to be joy and not a chore. Road trips 
are always fun!                                                                             
 So this summer, I would like to plan a Family Pilgrimage 
to Archbishop Sheen’s tomb and museum. I think it would be 
a fun trip together as a parish community. So stay tuned for 
details. I’m planning during the summer.                                                
 As Archbishop Sheen 
would say, “God love you.” 
May God love us indeed! 
 
In Jesus, 
Fr. Gross 



Monday, January 16 
  8:15 AM - SJ † Deceased Priests of the Archdiocese of                      
                          Dubuque 
Tuesday, January 17 
  8:25 AM - SJ † Rosemary & Vincent Schwager & Family 
  5:30 PM - SC No Mass 
Wednesday, January 18 
  8:25 AM - SJ No Mass 
10:00 AM - MVCC - Word & Communion Service 
Thursday, January 19 
 8:00 AM - SPP No Mass 
 8:25 AM - SJ   No Mass 
 Friday, January 20 
  8:00 AM - SD No Mass 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Vincent, Gloria & Joel Sturm  & Merlin & 
                             Marce Gonner  
                        † Deceased Members of the Class of                   
                           1960                     
Saturday, January 21                                     
 4:15 PM - SJ   For all the People of our Parishes                                 
  5:30 PM - SD  † Liela Hoffman                                                                       
Sunday, January 22                                                                  
  8:00 AM - SC  † Laura Powers, Carl & Nick                                 
                            Weimerskirch  
 8:00 AM - SPP † Ronald Horan 
                        † Liela Hoffman                                        
10:15 AM - SJ  † Peg Schroeder  
                        † Orlyn & MaryAnn Till  

                                                    St. Joseph -   Saturday, January 21 at 4:15 PM 
Lector: Judy Moran Eucharistic Ministers: Sue Kieffer, Donna Mottet, Patty McClimon, Gail Michels, Melissa Brinker               
Sacristan: Bob/Molly Ploessl Rosary: Ray Theisen Servers: Tate/Paige/Colin Kueter Ushers: Ethan DeSotel,  Steve                      
Engelman, John Kieffer, Terry Mueller, Bob Ploessl, Molly Ploessl 
                                                               Sunday, January 22 at 10:15 AM  
Lector: Jan Powers Eucharistic Ministers: Monica McHugh, Melissa Sturm, Dahlia Beauchamp, Matt Tracy, Kim Moore                    
Sacristan: Carolyn Weber Rosary: Janis Kilburg Servers: Louie/Dillon Gonner, Landon Veach Ushers: Chuck Kueter, Rick 
Michels, Steve Schmidt, Loras Sieverding, Glen Sprank, Leon Tebbe                                              
                                                 

Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, January 22 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Chris Kilburg Eucharistic Minister: Sue Williams, Carol Gerlach, Mike Griffin Servers: Avery/Harper Pitts, Mary Lane 
Offertory: Steve Cloos’ Rosary: Mary & Gregg Kilburg Ushers: Jim Portz, Trevor Stillmunkes, Rod Jacobs, Dan Zeimet                           
Greeters: Darlene Helmle 
                                                        St. Donatus -   Saturday, January 21 at 5:30 PM  
Server: Kasie Kintzle Lector: Jessica Thole Eucharistic Minister: Mary Reeg Ushers: Mark Heitz & Cody Heitz  

 
St. Catherine -  Sunday, January 22 at 8:00 AM 

Lector: Liz Staner Eucharistic Minister: Judy Lochner Ushers: Ken Lochner & John Arenz Sacristan: Liz Staner

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                                                                                             

St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………………………………….......$475.00       
Offertory………..………………….……….…….$146.00 
Christmas.……………………………………...…....$50.00 
Total.....................................................................$671.00 
 

St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..……………...………….......$289.00         
Offertory……………………………………..…….$4300 
Hall Rent …………………………………………...$50.00 
Special Collection ……………………………..…...$25.00 
Votive………………………………………………$26.00 
Total.....................................................................$433.00 
 

St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………………$3550.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit)……………………………$3295.00 
Youth………………………………………………...$5.00     
Offertory……………………………………..…..$602.31 
Initial Offering……………………………………..$22.00 
Votive……………..………………………………..$45.00 
Holy Day……….…………………………………..$10.00 
Total...................................................................$7529.31 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes…………………….............................$3120.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) ......................................................$86.00 
Offertory………………………………………....$268.00 
Votive……………………...…………………….…$25.00 
Total..................................................................$3499.00 

           Stewardship of Giving 

                                                                     “I saw the snares that the enemy spreads 
out over the world and I said, groaning, 
“What can get through from such snares?” 
Then I heard a voice saying to me, 
“Humility.” - St. Anthony Abbot (251-356) 



                 St. Catherine/St. Donatus News: 
      The Presentation Lantern Center in Dubuque is the                 
recipient of donations to St. Catherine/St. Donatus               
parishes’ Monthly Special Collection for January 2023.  
This drop-in, non-profit center’s free services help peoples 
improve their English (with volunteer tutors), study for                 
citizenship, and learn practical life skills to use in a new 
country, and also connects them to community resources. To 
learn more about the Presentation Language Center go to 
thelanterncenter.org. To donate to this great organization, 
please use the envelopes found in the pews in our churches. 
Thank you! 
   All ladies are invited to gather together on Monday, 
January23, at 1:00 pm at St. Catherine Parish Center for 
prayer, sharing, and learning about one of the saints from 
Liz Kelly’s book Love Like a Saint.  No prior preparation is 
needed for this. We hope you can join us. Please contact 
Judy Lochner at 556-6643 or Marybeth Wagner at 582-
0058 if you have any questions.   
  Looking forward: Lent 2023, our preparation time for 
the celebration of the great feast of Jesus’ Resurrection on 
Easter, begins with Ash Wednesday on February 22. How 
can our parishes help you in your preparation time? If you 
have ideas for resources, small group studies,                     
presentations, etc., please contact a member of our Faith 
Formation Commission (Jackie Kies, chair; Judy Herrig, 
Michele Colbert, Tricia Kilburg, Marybeth Wagner), Fr. 
Gross, Fr. Ambrosy, Deacon Loras, Brother Stephen, or 
drop a note in the collection basket.  Thank you. 

                              Prayer Group                                                                                
The January meetings for St. Joseph’s prayer group will be 
every Monday in January at 10:00 a.m. in the board room 
in Fr. Kruse Center. Contact Judy  Moran (563-212-7593) 

for any  questions.  

                  YFF/CONFIRMATION/NCYC 
 * On Sunday, January 15, 2023, at 10:15 a.m. Mass, 
the Confirmation Candidates will be celebrating the 
Mass of Enrollment as they prepare to be confirmed by 
Archbishop Jackels on February 5th.                                          
 All Confirmation Candidates are asked to sit as a 
group in the front of church.                                                    
 After Mass, the Confirmation Candidates will         
complete their spiritual preparation for the Sacrament 
by celebrating the Sacrament of Confession and                    
Reconciliation and spending some time in personal                  
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  
 Please plan to be in church from 10:15 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. 
 Any questions please contact Fr. Gross at the parish 
office or email: r.gross@dbqarch.org  
 
 * Sunday, January 15 - High School/Middle School 
Faith Formation Class meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

                              Poinsettias                                                                              
Any parishioners that donated toward the Poinsettias may 

take their plant/plants after Mass this weekend.  

Holy Hour for Vocations  at Sacred Heart Church in                    
Maquoketa, Iowa on Thursday, February 23, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m. Please attend so we may together “Ask the Master of 
the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest (Matthew 

9:38).  

   Second Collection for January  at St. Joseph Parish                                                   
The Social Justice Committee has declared the second             
collections for each month of 2023. On the weekend of 
January 21/22 the second collection will be taken up for 

Sister Water Project.         

                             Church Cleaners                                  
St. Donatus Church is looking for someone who would be 
interested in cleaning the church weekly. There can be a 
stipend received for the cleaning. If you are interested, 
please contact Lori Thielen at 563.580.2931.  

Holy Spirit CEW Weekend - The 2023 women's weekend 
will be held March 3-5, Friday evening to Sunday after-
noon. The 2023 men's weekend will be held March 10-12, 
Friday evening to Sunday afternoon. Both weekends will 
be held at the Shalom Spirituality Center in Dubuque. For 
more information contact Tamie Cook at 563-542-3389 or 
Zach Little at 331-223-5848. You can register online 

at https://www.holyspiritdbq.org/CEW2023                                                           

CEW 2023 
 Jesus Christ Prince of Peace Parish (Clinton, IA.) will be 
hosting the Annual Christian Experience Weekend (CEW) 
on February 10-12, 2023 for women and February 24-26, 
2023 for men. The weekend begins at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 
and concludes by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. The retreat will be 
held at Prince of Peace Catholic School. This year, due to 
the COVID-19 situation, participants will have the choice to 
sleep at school or at home on Friday and Saturday night. 
 If you would like to receive a registration form or have 
any questions, please contact Anne Leonard, Women’s Lay 
Director @ (563) 219-1586, Tom Gerardy, Men’s Lay 
Director @ (319) 480-6097 or cewprinceofpeace@-
gmail.com 

                    Worldwide Marriage Encounter                                               
Marriage is a journey!  A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience can help you enrich your marriage and add 
some pizzazz to your journey. Whether you’ve been              
married 1 year or 50, a Marriage Encounter Experience 
may be just the thing you need to put a breath of fresh air 
into your relationship. Call (563)920-9419 for more               

information or sign up at wwme.org.  

mailto:r.gross@dbqarch.org
https://www.holyspiritdbq.org/CEW2023
mailto:cewprinceofpeace@gmail.com
mailto:cewprinceofpeace@gmail.com
http://wwme.org/


Stewardship Quote … Today’s responsorial psalm is the 

theme song of the good steward. “Here an I, Lord, I come 
to do your will.” May I, too, stand ready to offer myself 
and my gifts in the service of God. 

                     Budget Envelopes for 2023 
The 2023 budget envelopes will be available for all four 
parishes by the end of January, first part of February.  The 
distributor is having printing problems. Please use a plain 
white envelope for your budget donations with your name 
and parish on them until the 2023 envelopes come in. 

Franciscan Common Venture – a volunteer program    
sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis of Dubuque, Iowa, 
provides the opportunity for persons age 20+ to contribute 
their time, commitment and talent in service among people 
who are poor. There are multiple service opportunities this 
year. If interested, contact Sr. Michelle Balek, OSF: 563-
583-9786, balekm@osfdbq.org, or visit our website for a 
listing of the 2023 opportunities and  downloadable           

application materials:  www.osfdbq.org/commonventure  

  Would you like to learn more about the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church? This year on January 1 Fr. Mike 
Schmitz began “The Catechism in a Year” podcast.  
Through this podcast Fr. Mike Schmitz is leading us to read 
the entire Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 days, 
understand the essentials of the Catholic faith and why 
they matter, see how Church teaching is rooted in Sacred 
Scripture, and transform our relationships with the Church 
that Christ founded over 2000 years ago.  Completely 
free, each daily episode is 15-20 minutes long, making it 
easy to listen to while going on a daily walk, drinking your 
morning coffee, or driving into work.  To join in this journey 
through the Catechism and get the free reading plan, go to 
www.ascensionpress.com/ciy.  If you miss a day,               
episodes are always available for you to view later 
(including previous podcasts for those just starting now).                              
   “The Bible in a Year” podcast with Fr. Mike Schmitz               
continues to be available.  To find more information about 
it, go to www.ascensionpress.com/biy. 

Ladies of our parishes:  If you would be interesting in               
registering to attend the virtual “Beauty in Christ”                 
Women’s Conference on January 28, 2023, please                  
contact Marybeth Wagner at dbq181ff@dbqarch.org to 
sign up by Thursday, January 19. Registration fee is $25, 
but if we register as a group of 5 or more, the fee is               
reduced, so cost may be less depending on number signing 
up. The theme of the conference is "Fiat! Saying Yes to 
God!" and will include keynote presentations by national 
speaker and author Marcia Lane-McGee and local                
women's health educator, Jamie Rathjen. Visit www.arch-
womensconference.org for more information.  

mailto:balekm@osfdbq.org
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