
 

 

October 12, 2022 

Dear Parents: 

Our kids go to school in a constant state of alert. This is something most of us did not have to think 
about or live through when we went to school. Because of the current school climate that exists in our 
country, we can never be too cautious. Today I met with grades 3-8 after morning prayers to talk about 
comments that students CANNOT say, gesture or write. 

All students were made aware of what they CANNOT say even if they are just kidding around. For 
example, if the word “kill,” is used towards another student, I must take that comment seriously and 
consider it a threat. If a student is having a bad day and says, “I could kill myself.” I must take that 
seriously even if they say they didn’t mean it. If a student draws a violent picture, I must take it 
seriously, and if a student writes something that is perceived to be threatening, or self-harming I must 
take it seriously. 

Although these incidents rarely occur. It is my obligation as the principal to ensure the safety of all our 
students. This means that any student who says, draws, writes, or gestures something that is perceived 
to be threatening must get a psychological evaluation to determine whether he or she is a danger to 
himself/herself or others before they come back to school. This is in line with the school and diocesan 
policy. In most cases students are not serious when they make these comments, but as principal I must 
proceed with the utmost caution and have the student evaluated by a mental health professional.  

The purpose of my meeting with the students this morning was to inform them that anything that they 
say, gesture, draw or write that is perceived to be threatening, or self-harming will be dealt with by 
having them getting a psychological evaluation before they come back to school. This is for the 
protection of all students.  

To some this may seem extreme, but it is the world we live in. So, to be proactive I felt that it was 
important to inform them of what they CANNOT say, write, gesture, or draw. I ask you to reinforce this 
at home, and as always, I thank you for your support. Should you have any questions, feel free to call 
me at school. 

In Christ, 

 

Timothy T Dunnigan, Principal STS 
973-584-0812 Ext: 103 


