
















[MARCH 7 

_Pope Pius V, in 15f.7, commandeo 
uval and office to be kept equal with 
of the four doctors uf the western 

h. 

y in their studies, as in other occupa
take great pains to little purpose, often 
w from them the poison of vanity or 
or at least to drain their affections and 
tu nourish pride and other vices i� the 

than to promote true virtue. Sincere 
ity and simplicity of heart are essential 
ons for the sanctification of studies 
r the improvement of virtue by them: 

must also both go before and accom
em. St. Thomas spoke much to God 

yer, that God might speak to him by 
emng his understandin" in his readina 
dies; and he received in this. what h� 
n t�e ot�er exercise. This prodigy of 
wit, this unparalleled genius, which 

ted the Ipost knotty difficulties in all 
1ences,�hether sacred or profane to 
he applied himself, was accusto�ed 
that he learned more at the foot of 
citix than in books. We ought 
. set ourse_lves to read or study any 

v1thout havmg first made our mornin<r 
·on1 3:nd without imploring in partt 
e diyme light m _every thing we read; 
onmg ?Ur studws by frequent aspi

lo God m them, and hy keepirr" our 
an humble attention to· his pres�nce. 
ate difficulties we ouaht more ear-

prostrate at the foot of the crucifix to 
.,hrist the resolution of our doubts. 
uld thus receive, in the school of so 
master, that science which makes 
y giving, with other sciences, the 
wleJge of God and ourselves and 

and kindling in the will the fire of 
,•e �vith the sentiments of humility 
r virtues. By a little use fervent 
ns to Go� will arise from ali subjects 
·est studies, and_ it will become easy,
t were natural m them, to. raise our 
ne�tly to God, �ither despising the 
uits, or detestmg the vanity and 
the blindness of the world �r as

ter he�v�nly gifts, or begging light, 
the d1vme love. This is a maxim 

lmost importance in an interior or 
life, which otherwise instead of 
isted, is entirely over�helmed and 
e<l_ by studies, whether profane or 
d _m its pl3:ce a spirit of self-suffi
n1ty, and Jealousy is contracted, 

eeds of all other spiritual vices se
n. Against this danger St. Bona-
ams all students strongly to be 

r guard, saying, " If a person re
in his heart, Lord, when shall J

he will feel a heavenly fire kindled 
much more than by a thousand 
"'hts or fine speculations on divine 

the eternal generation of th� 
he proce_ ion of the Holy Ghost." 

nav I. de .Mystica Theo!. a 

M.i.RCH 7.] SS. PERPETUA, FELICITAS, &c. MM. 319 

Prayer and true virtue even naturally con-' me invincib!e: after this we enjoyed a \ittle 
duce to the perfection of learning, in every repose, and m that mterval received bap!1sm 
branch; for purity of the heart, and the dis- The H?lY Ghost, on our commg out of the 
engagement of the affections from all irregular water, msp1red me to pray for nothmg hut 
passions, render the understanding clear, patience under corporal pams .. A few days 
qualify the mind to judge impartially of truth after this we were put mto pnson: I was 
in its researches, divest it of many prejudici,s, shocked at t_he horror and darkness of the 
the fatal sources of errors, and inspire a mo- place;" for till then I knew not what such 
dest distrust in a person's own abilities and sort of p!aces were. We suffered much that 
lights. Thus virtue and learning mutually day, chiefly on account of _the great heat 
assist and improve each other. caused by the crowd, and the 111 treatment we 

met with from the soldiers. I was moreover 
SS. PERPETUA, AND FELICITAS, MM. tortured with concern, for that 1 had not my 

infant. But the deacons, Tertius and Pom
ponius, who assisted us, obtained, by money, 
that we might pass some hours in a more 
commodious part of the prison to refresh our
selves. My infant being brought to me al
most famished, I gave it the breast. I recom
mended him afterward carefully to my mo
ther, and encouraged my brother; but was 
much afflicted to see their concern for me. 
After a few days my sorrow was changed 
into c6mfort, and my prison itself seemed 
agreeable. One day my brother said to me: 
' Sister, I am persuaded that you are a pecu
liar favorite of heaven: pray to God to reveal 
to you whether this imprisonment will end 
in martyrdom or not, and acquaint me of it.' 
I, knowing God gave me daily tokens of his 
goodness, answered, full of confidence, I will 
inform you to-morrow. I therefore asked 
that favor of God, and had thi� vision. I 
saw a golden ladder which reached from 
earth to the heavens; but so narrow that 
only one could mount it at a time. To the 
two sides were fastened all sorts of iron 111-
struments, as swords, lances, hooks, and 
knives; so that if any one went up carelessly 
he was in great danger of having his !lesh 
torn by those weapons. At the foot of the 
ladder lay a dragon of an enormous size, who 
kept guard to turn back and terrify those 
that endeavored to mount it. The first that 
went up was Saturus, who was not appre
hended with us, but voluntarily surrendered 
himself afterward on our account: when he 
was got to the top of the ladder, he turned 
towards me and said : ' Perpetua, I wait for 
you; but take care lest the dragon bite you.' 
I answered: 'In the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he shall not hurt me.' Then the dra
gon, as if afraid of me, gently lifted his head 
from under the ladder, and I, having got 
upon the first step, set my foot upon his head. 
Thus I mounted to the top, and there I saw 
a garden of an immense space, and in the 
middle of it a tall man sitting down dressed 
like a shepherd, having white hair. He was 
milking his sheep, surrounded with many 
thousands of persons clad in white. He 
called me by my name, bid me welcome, and 
gave me some curds made of the milk which 

WITH THEIR COMPANIONS. 

From their most valuable genuine acts, quoted by 
Tertullian, I. de anim:l., c. 55; and by St. Austin,
serm. 280, 293, 29-1. The first part of these acts, 
which reaches to the eve of her martyrdom, was 
wri'ten by St. Perpetua. The vision oi' St. Sa
turus wa.s added by him. The rest was subjoined 
by an eye-witness of their death. See Tillemont,
t. 3, p. 139; Ceillier, t. 2, p. 213. These acts 
have been often republished: but are extant, 
most ample and correct, in Ruinart. They were 
publicly read in the churches of Africa, as ap
pears from St. Austin, Serm. 180. See them 
vindicated from the suspicion of l\fontanism, by 
Orsi, Vindicire Act. SS. Perpeture et Felicitatis.

A. D. 203. 
.\ VIOLENT persecution lwing set on foot by 
!he emperor Severus, in 202, it reached Afri
ca the following year; when, by order of Mi
nutius Timinianus (or Firmmianus), five 
catechumens were apprehended at Carthage 
for the faith: namely Revocatus ancl his fel
'ow-slave Felicitas, Saturninus, and Secun
dulus, and Vibia Perpetua. Felicitas was 
seven months gone with child ; a;1cl Perpetua 
had an infant at her breast, was of a good 
family, twenty-two years of age, and married 
to a person of quality in the city. She had 
a father, a mother, and two brothers; the 
third, Dinocrates, died about seven years old. 
These five martyrs were joined by Saturus, 
probably brother to Saturninus, and who 
seems to have been their instructor: he un
derwent a voluntary imprisonment, because 
he would not abandon them. The father of 
St. Perpetua, who was a Pagan, and ad
vanced in years, loved her more than all his 
other children. Her mother was probably a 
Christian, as was one of her brothers, the 
other a catechumen. The martyrs were for 
some days before their commitment kept 
under a strong guard in a private house: and 
the account Perpetua gives of their sufferings 
to the eve of their death, is as follows: "We 
were in the hands of our persecutors, when 
my father, out of the affe11tion he bore me, 
made new efforts to shake my resolution. I 
said to him: 'Can that vessel which you see, 
change its name?' He said: 'No.' I re
plied: 'Nor can I call myself any other than 
I am, that is to say, a Christian.' At that 
wonl my father in a rage fell upon me, as 
if he wou d have pulled my eyes out, and 
bent me: hut went away in confusion, seeing 

• The pri�ons of the ancient Romans, still to be 
seen in. many old amphitheatres, &c., arc dismal 
holes; having at mo,t one very small aperture f<Y 
light just enough to show day. 
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