


Fourth Sunday of Lent

z

Mass IntentIons

Pray For Lists guidelines: • Have permission from the person to be listed. • Go through the Pastoral Home 
Ministry to list the names. • Names will be on the list for 3 months and then be removed. • Can request names 
to be continued after 3 months. Contact the Pastoral Home Ministry 650-494-2496 x22 or fongmt@hotmail.com

Sunday, March 22:  4th Sunday Lent 
10:30 am OLR  . . . .Bonnie Boxler † 
                           & Merle Brown †
Readings:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a / 
Ps 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 / Eph 5:8–14 / Jn 
9:1–41 or 9:1, 6–9, 13–17, 34–38  

Monday, March 23
Readings:  Is 65:17–21 / Ps 30:2 and 4, 
5–6, 11–12a and 13b / Jn 4:43–54             

Tuesday, March 24:  St. Patrick
Readings:  Ez 47:1–9, 12 / Ps 46:2–3, 5–6, 
8–9 / Jn 5:1–16 

Wednesday, March 25:  
Annunciation of the Lord
12:15 pm STA  . . . .Paul Gretz †
Readings:  Is 7:10–14; 8:10 / Ps 40:7–8a, 
8b–9, 10, 11 / Heb 10:4–10 / Lk 1:26–38 

Thursday, March 26
Readings:  Ex 32:7–14 / Ps 106:19–20, 
21–22, 23 / Jn 5:31–47    

Friday,  March 27
Readings:  Wis 2:1a, 12–22 / Ps 34:17–18, 
19–20, 21 and 23 / Jn 7:1–2, 10, 25–30   

Saturday,  March 28
Readings:  Jer 11:18–20 / Ps 7:2–3, 9bc–10, 
11–12 / Jn 7:40–53               

Sunday, March 29:  5th Sunday of 
Lent 
7:30 am STA  . . . . .Ned Gallagher †
10:30 am OLR  . . . .Bertha Gretz †
Readings:  Ez 37:12–14 / Ps 130:1–2, 3–4, 
5–6, 7–8 / Rom 8:8–11 / Jn 11:1–45 or 
11:3–7, 17, 20–27, 33b–45 

Z Please Pray
For the sIck & hoMebound – Lydia Li, Stephen Lee, Nancy Marty, Pat Klein, 

Apolonia Gutierrez, Judy Naples, Felicitas Francisco, Steven Befera, Fabrizio Rossi, 
Julien Loh, Marilyn Kelly, Patrick Griffin, Piotr Misztal, Portia Leet, Ronnie Griffin, 

Mary Schembri, Terry Kurfess, Shanlee Brennan, Patrick Levesque, 
Richard Brown, Michael Mensick, Cathy Hewson

For the recently deceased – Jean Williams, Gerald Bollier, Tom Williams, Helene Quita,
Cathy Doerr, Reva Parolari, Maria Merlitti, Julie Mitchell, John Reilly, Andrea Binger, 

Dora 'Loly' Choy de Lam, Bernie Vercoutere, Mark Laflamme, Kathy Varni, Rosa Mendoza, 
Mark Kreutzer, Florence Galea, Margaret MacDonald, Anne Ackerman, Piero Bullentini, 

Millie Waldspurger, Consuelo Goings, Alicia Placone Combetta,  Mary Katherine Alltucker, 
Onna Vancheri , Della Kozy, Donald Fo

a letter FroM the Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
 “Peace be with you.”  I offer Jesus’ greeting to his disciples in these 
challenging times, and I say again, “Peace be with you.”  I hope that we 
may all experience our Lord’s peace in our hearts.  I acknowledge that 
the current situation is all so strange, so uncertain.  Many of us may face 
major challenges.  Physical and mental health may be impacted.  Family 
finances may be a huge worry for many.  I truly ask for Jesus’ peace for all 
of us.
 I need your help. The parish needs your help.
 As a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish and the one responsible for 
our community, I wish to appeal to your ongoing generosity to be able 
to secure parish employees’ salaries, the payment of bills and making 
other necessary payments.  I am asking you to please continue your 
Sunday contributions even though we are not gathering for Mass.  I am 
not asking for more than you usually give, and I assure you this is not 
a new fundraiser or something similar.  I want to be sensitive to your 
family needs.  So, if your finances allow during this stressful time, please 
consider mailing your regular financial offerings to the parish office 
(3290 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, 94306) or enrolling in our online giving 
system on our webpage at https://paloaltocatholic.net/.  If you are able 
to continue to support our community financially, you may send your 
contribution weekly or, if you prefer, make a monthly payment.  We 
will continue to process your donations and keep records for your tax 
deductions.
 What we are doing?
 The decision to close our Churches came to us on Friday 03/13/2020. 
I have already instructed staff to reduce our expenses only to what is 
strictly and immediately necessary.  I will also work to provide spiritual 
support online through our webpage.  We, the priests, will continue to 
celebrate Mass (private, with no congregation) to ask for everyone’s needs. 
We will also think of ways to stay together during our social distancing. 
 I thank you for your generosity.  I love our community and wish all of 
you well.  
                                            Fr. Estanislao Mikalonis  (Fr. Stasys), Pastor                                                

Mass IntentIons

Your Mass Intentions will be 
included in our priests' daily 
Masses that they will say while    
we are sheltered at home.



St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
thIs Week’s hIghlIghts
Sunday, March 22

Monday, March 23

Tuesday, March 24

Wednesday, March 25

Thursday, March 26

Friday, March 27

Saturday, March 28

“It is only Jesus, God made man, who died 
on the Cross and who fills the abyss of sin 
with    the depth of His mercy.” 
                                        — Pope Francis

No one is safe by their own strength, but  
they are safe by grace and mercy of God.
                                             —St. Cypria

Merton retreat cancelled

The Merton Center cancelled the 
Lenten morning retreat on March 
21 with regret.  Fr. Ballard could 
not come due to the death of a 
close friend whose funeral Mass he 
celebrated as presider.  We hope to 
reschedule the retreat for later in 
the spring.

MeetIngs/sessIons cancelled untIl Further notIce

+  Spirituality Tuesday sessions are cancelled until further notice.
+  S.O.U.P. is canceled through March & early April dates.
+  High School Ministry is cancelled until further notice.
+  Confirmation Class is cancelled until further notice.  (But students   
    are expected to read the assignments.)
+  TAIZÉ PRAYER is canceled through Lent. 
+  Other parish meetings may be cancelled or switched to conference 
    calls if possible.  Please look for emails or notices for group meetings.

oPeratIon rIce boWl durIng lent Is stIll actIve

  Operation Rice Bowl is a simple way to experience Lenten 
   prayer, fasting and almsgiving and provide great assis
   tance to many people in need through the work of 

Catholic Relief Services.  If you picked up a rice bowl at church, you 
can continue using it.    You can also pick one up at the Pastoral Center 
as long as we are open. The Rice Bowl reminds you of your commit-
ment to pray and give alms for your brothers and sisters around the 
world in need during Lent.  Bring your rice bowl to Mass on Palm 
Sunday, if Mass is held or drop it off at the Pastoral Center.

UPDATE: 3/15/20
   ADA Goal:    $144,750
   Pledged:        $ 80,620 
   # Donors:           127
   % of Goal:          56 %
The 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal 
requests your help to meet our 
parish goal!   

25th annual seton scraMble For students - May 11
   Golfers and Guests - Join us for our 25th Annual 
   Seton Scramble for Students - Monday, May 11th, 2020-   
   a SILVER Anniversary!  Not only do you get to golf at 
   Stanford, but so much more!  Enjoy a Hobees breakfast, a 
   lovely boxed-lunch, beverages and snacks throughout 

the day, and a delicious Coupa Café buffet dinner reception (including 
wine, beer and beverages).  Non-golfers, please join us also for our fun 
reception at 4PM.  (There’s a suggested donation of $25 for each guest). 
Tournament Prizes, a Silent and Live Auction and a terrific dinner with 
a little student entertainment makes for a lovely afternoon on the green 
by the 18th Hole. All proceeds directly support tuition assistance for 
students at St. Elizabeth Seton School.  Registration at www.seton-
paloalto.org  (Be sure to take advantage of the Early Bird Pricing before 
4/17/20).  Any questions or to RSVP for the tournament, contact Carmel 
Caligaris at Development@setonpaloalto.org or 650-326-1258. 

neW books For sess 2nd graders
New Books for Summer Reading for St. Elizabeth Seton School 
2nd graders.  Your donations may still be mailed to the Pastoral Center, 
3290 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA  94306, since we didn't get to collect 
any donations after Masses last weekend due to the Covid-19 crisis.  The 
2nd grade emerging readers benefit from this educational opportunity 
inspiring them to read, learn and share these books with others.  If 
you've purchased books, you may drop them off at the Pastoral Center 
as long as we are open.  Your cash donations are most welcome.  We are 
happy to shop for you!                   The Human Concerns CommitteeuPdated InForMatIon

For more updates on Coronavirus 
from the diocese of San Jose, see 
their website:

https://www.dsj.org/coronavirus/

You may also find links to live or 
taped video Masses in our area.



March 22, 2020

Our Weekly Stewardship Report is delayed due to 
the Covid-19 virus pandemic.  

Please mail your weekly contributions to the
Pastoral Center, 3290 Middlefield Rd, 

Palo Alto, CA  94306

Weekly steWardshIP rePort

the annuncIatIon - March 25

www.thekidsbulletin.com - used with permission

ansWers to Puzzles

Answer to coded message:  "If this Man were not from 
God, he would not be able to do anything."
Answers to cross-word:  Across:  2.no  5.courage  
8.table  9.shepherd  11.in  13.soul 14.want  16.waters  
18.Lord  19.me  20.of  21.set  22.he  Down: 1.paths  3.oil  
4.before 6.overflows  7.anoint  10.pastures  12.valley  
15.staff  17.sake

check out PaloaltocatholIc.net

Check our website for updated information and Daily 
Readings Reflections by our parish priests at 
https://www.paloaltocatholic.net/



the kIds bulletIn - the lord Is My shePherd

unscraMble - FIll In the blank


