
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 

Mission Statement:  St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Palo Alto, CA is a Roman Catholic communi-
ty of disciples working together for the glory of God and our spiritual growth in Jesus Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we live and share the Gospel through worship, education and service. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Pastoral Center • 3290 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA  94306 
Phone (650) 494-2496 • Emergency 1-877-645-2712 • www.paloaltocatholic.net 

 

Bulletin Deadline for articles is Thursday at noon week prior: fatimagiffen@hotmail.com 
Subscribe to the Pastor’s newsletter — send email request: estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 
Rev. Estanislao Mikalonis, Pastor 
ext. 16, estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org 

 

Rev. Seth Kupo, Parochial Vicar 
ext. 12, seth.kupo@dsj.org 

 

Dcn. Daniel Hernandez, Permanent Dcn. 
daniel.hernandez@dsj.org 

 

Patricia Cruzet, Quinceañera  
Coordinator, Weddings, Funerals, Bilingual 
ext. 37, patricia.cruzet@dsj.org, 
408-849-0128 (cell) 
 

Ana Arellano, Faith Formation Director 
ext. 25, ana.arellano@dsj.org 
 

Teresa Sun, Assistant to Catechetical  
Coordinator (St. Albert the Great Site), 
sunetravel@gmail.com 

 

Mary Fong, Pastoral Home Ministry 
ext. 22, fongmt@hotmail.com 

January 31, 2021 

St. Thomas Aquinas (est. 1901) 
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1095 Channing Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA  94301 

CURRENT SCHEDULE 

 

Mass Times 

 

All Masses held outdoors; 100-person max  

(In-person sign-ups & livestream links on website) 

  

Saturday (Vigil)       4:00pm (English) 

 

Sunday  9:30am (Espanol & Livestream) 

 

                11:00am (English & Livestream) 

 

Monday-Saturday         11am (English & Livestream) 

 

All Masses will be held at St. Albert the Great 

 

Confession 

Saturday (social distance)  10:30am & 3:30pm 

@ SAG before Mass (also by appt.)  

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Everyday            9:00am-Sunset 

Saint Albert the Great Vestibule 

https://paloaltocatholic.net/
mailto:emikalonis@dsj.org
mailto:dhernandez@dsj.org
mailto:pcruzet@dsj.org
mailto:ana.arellano@dsj.org
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DIOCESAN INFORMATION 
For more updates on Coronavirus from the 

diocese of San Jose, see their website:  
https://www.dsj.org/coronavirus/  

You will also find links to live or taped   
video Masses in our diocese.  

 

For the Sick & Homebound — Lydia Li, Stephen Lee, Judy Naples, Steven Befera,  
Julien Loh, Patrick Griffin, Piotr Misztal, Portia Leet, Mary Schembri, Terry Kurfess,  
Shanlee Brennan, Patrick Levesque, Richard Brown, Michael Mensick, Cathy Hewson,  
Ivan Hajadi,  Andrew Temple, Christopher Bednar, Brian Dooney, Sandra Dhuey,  
Lorraine Dabney, Jim Dooney, Christal Swope, Sheila Adams, Marnie Adams & Pat Casey  

 

For the Recently Deceased — Donald Fo, Cliff Herndon, Charlie Bisbee, Ann Carpenter, Bill Carpenter, 
Vincent Lefebvre, Philippe Lefebvre, Chris Lundin, Al Keicher, Nancy Marty, Sr. Mary Seraphine,  
Maria Zych, Pat Klein, Rosina Chia, Marilyn Kelly, Eleanor Bocks, Betty Gildea, Edward Brown,  
Nicholas Hellewell, Kay Williams, Bill Gretz, Erwin Heckler, Marilyn Jensen, Richard Freeman,  
Walt Lundin, Carney Small, Rita Fernandez, Serafin Corchado & Marilyn Landgraf  
 

Pray For Lists Guidelines — Have permission from the person to be listed. • Go through the Pastoral 
Home Ministry to list the names. • Names will be on the list for 3 months and then be removed. • Can request 
names to be continued after 3 months.  Contact the Pastoral Home Ministry 650-494-2496 x22 or 
fongmt@hotmail.com 

READINGS & MASS  
INTENTIONS 

 

†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 

 

Sunday, Jan. 31:  Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time / St. John Bosco  
Dt 18:15-20 / Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 / 1 Cor 7:32-35 /  
Mk 1:21-28 

 

Monday, Feb. 1:  St. Ansgar   

Heb 11:32-40 / Ps 31:20-24 / Mk 5:1-20 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 2:  Presentation of the 
Lord  Mal 3:1-4 / Ps 24:7-10 / Heb 2:14-18 / 
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 3:  St. Blaise   
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15 / Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a / 
Mk 6:1-6 

 

Thursday, Feb. 4:  St. Joseph of  
Leonissa  Heb 12:18-19, 21-24 / Ps 48:2-4,  
9-11 / Mk 6:7-13 

 

Friday, Feb. 5:  St. Agatha   
Heb 13:1-8 / Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9 / Mk 6:14-29 

 

Saturday, Feb. 6:  St. Paul Miki &  
Companions  Heb 13:15-17, 20-21 /  
Ps 23:1-6 / Mk 6:30-34 

 

Sunday, Feb. 7:  Fifth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time / St. Colette   
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 / Ps 147:1-6 / 1 Cor 9:16-19,  
22-23 / Mk 1:29-39 

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Dt 18:15-20 / Ps 95:1-2, 6-9 / 1 Cor 7:32-35 / Mk 1:21-28 

† — Deceased 

SI — Special Intention 

Come, let us 

bow down in 

worship; let us 

kneel before the 

Lord who made 

us. 

Psalm 95:6 

 
FALSE PROPHETS, TRUE PROPHETS 

 
In Deuteronomy today we hear that God’s very words 
will fill the mouth of a true prophet, but a false prophet 
will, in a manner of speaking, put mere mortal words 
into God’s mouth.  In Mark’s Gospel, we see Jesus 
teaching and healing as a true prophet, one filled with 
the authority of God’s own voice, the Holy One of God. 
 
The whole history of our church is filled with both true 
and false prophets.  But in today’s Gospel we learn that 
Jesus’ fame spread because he taught with authority; he 
wasn’t an authority because he was popular or famous.   
We also learn from him, in his desert temptation  
confrontations with Satan, that anyone can quote  
scripture, even against God’s purposes.  And today we 
hear that his authority was not like that of the scribes, 
who held the official positions of religious authority in 
his day.  Our work is to do our best to discern the true 
prophets in our midst, and to be true prophets as well.  
The psalmist tells us how to do this:  by not hardening 
our hearts when God speaks.  If we truly listen to God, it 
will be God’s very words filling our mouths. 
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** IMPORTANT NOTICE ** 

 

In case of rain (even minimum rain), outdoors Masses will be cancelled on that  

particular day.  Livestream Masses will be available regardless of the weather. 

 

Thank you for your continued  

donations! 
 

For the week of 1/24/21, we received 
$2,780 in Online Giving. 

 

We encourage you to continue sending your 
check to the parish office: 

3290 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306 

 

or making your donation online:  

https://www.myowngiving.com/
Default.aspx?cid=357  

Upcoming Events & Important Information 

Undie Sunday  

Throughout February! 

 

The Human Concerns Committee will again 
be sponsoring a collection for the needs of 
LifeMoves which provides many essential 

services to unhoused people at  

33 Encina, Palo Alto. 

 

Any checks may be made out to STA 
Parish with HCC/Undie Sunday on 

the memo line and placed in the  

collection basket at a SAG outdoor mass  

or mailed to the parish office at: 

3290 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto 94306 

 

NEW socks and NEW underwear, 
may be dropped in the basket across 

from the SAG live mass site. 

 

GENTLY USED sleeping bags and 
rain ponchos are also welcome.  

Angst Virtual  

Screening & Panel 

Hosted by Diocese  

of San Jose  

 

Join us Monday, February 8 @ 5:30pm  

for a virtual screening and panel of Angst.  
 

Angst is a film-based education program designed to 

raise awareness around anxiety, with an emphasis on 

youth and families.  The film includes interviews 

with kids, teens, experts, and parents.  Our goal is to 

help people identify and understand the symptoms 

of anxiety and encourage them to reach out for help.  

We will be showing the film, which will promptly be 

followed by a panel discussion and include access to 

further resources and materials. 
 

Learn more at www.angstmovie.com 
 

To learn about all of our online, film-based educa-

tion programs, visit www.indieflix.com/education 
 

This Angst Screening is being sponsored by Holy 

Spirit Parish, Saint Francis of Assisi Parish, Saint  

Lucy Parish, Saint Martin de Porres, Saint Nicholas 

& St. William Parish, Saint Simon Parish, Saint 

Thomas of Canterbury Parish and Santa Teresa  

Parish from the grant by the Association of Catholic 

Mental Health Ministers.  
 

Registration can also take place at:  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN_QjSGHDfbTr-ih6aPxmQ_Cg 
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 

email about joining the webinar.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_QjSGHDfbTr-ih6aPxmQ_Cg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a6739e0dba24a0decaf08d8bccc0578%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637466931732770296%7CUnknown%7CTW
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_QjSGHDfbTr-ih6aPxmQ_Cg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8a6739e0dba24a0decaf08d8bccc0578%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637466931732780251%7CUnknown%7CTW


  
Annual Diocesan Appeal 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

  

It is the time of the year when we need to talk about 
the ADA again. The annual Diocesan Appeal 2021 
begins now and I need your continued support. We 
have met our goal every single year. I hope we can 
make it again. 

 

We are still going through many challenges.  

Sensitive to the local parishes needs, the Diocese 

has reduced their goal by 13% for this year. Our 

Parish goal this year is $125,933. In addition 

to this effort from the Chancery, I consulted with 

our Parish Finance Board about crediting our 2020 

ADA rebate to this year’s ADA. This was unani-

mously approved by all members of our Parish  

Finance Board. This means that the Chancery has 

reduced our goal by $18,817 and that we start our 

Campaign with a credit of $11,930,50. We are doing 

this together; we are all making an effort to make 

this possible. 

 

As of today, we already received $6,083; 

from 10 early pledges. So even before the  

actual kick off day (Sunday 1/24/2021), we 

are at $18,013.5; 14.3% of our goal. What a 

great way to start our ADA 2021! 

 

I would like to share some amazing facts with you 

that I hope you find encouraging. 

 

1. In one of the most difficult years in the history of 

mankind, 2020, our Parish pledge pay rate was 

99%. The best in our local history. Amazing! Thank 

you. 

 

2. During 2020, the Chancery/Diocese provided us 
significant support with our Building Maintenance 
and Upgrades. Also the Chancery’s legal advisor has 
been working closely with me and those involved in 
our new OLR School Lease. This is all sponsored by 
your ADA donations. This means, the money you 
donated, came back to us, in the form of services. 
 

3. We have been able to successfully navigate this 
challenging year with your generous support. A  

combination of your generous donations and lower  

administration costs (reduction on expenses,  

reducing leakage, etc.) is keeping us afloat and do-
ing well. We are doing a good job together. We 
make a good team. Thank you!  

(continued on back of flap) 



4. Locally, I have worked to improve our properties 
and finances. Once COVID gets better I’m ready to 
hire new employees to restore our staff and increase 
our services to you. My priority will be our Youth 
Ministry and I plan to put together a team of people 
working together rather than having just one Youth 
Minister. 

 

5. Our Finance Advisory Board meets every month to 
review our Parish finances to maintain transparency 
and accountability. They represent each one of you 
and are doing a great job in making sure that our  

finances are clean and we spend your money in right 
ways. 

 

6. Finally, among many other great news; we are 
very close to signing our lease with our new OLR 
school tenant. This will be a 15 years lease, that with 
your continued generous support, will secure the 
next financial decade and more for our Parish. I’m 
extremely proud of this. We are also doing this  

together; with lots of you actively engaged. We may 
be ready to make formal announcements very soon. 

 

Friends, I need you to help me once more to make 
this goal. I know that at times it might be hard to 
give. I respect your reasons. I hear you. I also want to 
encourage you to continue being generous as we get 
lots back. As I always say, giving is an act of Faith. 
God bless you for that. 

 

Let do it, together. We will make it once more. Let’s 
start right away! 

 

Thank you! Muchas gracias! 
Fr. Estanislao Mikalonis, Pastor 

 

Ways to give: 

-  You may send your pledge to our Parish Office. We    

    will process it and forward it to the Diocese. 
-  You can use the QR codes below.  
-  You can also follow the Diocesan link to donate and 
 credit it to our Parish. 

https://www.dsj.org/ways-to-give/annual-diocesan-
appeal/  
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