
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 

Mission Statement:  St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Palo Alto, CA is a Roman Catholic community of 
disciples working together for the glory of God and our spiritual growth in Jesus Christ. With the   
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we live and share the Gospel through worship, education and service. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Pastoral Center • 3290 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA  94306 
Phone (650) 494-2496 • Emergency 1-877-645-2712 • www.paloaltocatholic.net 

 

Bulletin Deadline for articles is Thursday at noon week prior: fatimagiffen@hotmail.com 
Subscribe to the Pastor’s newsletter — send email request: estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Estanislao Mikalonis, Pastor 
ext. 16, estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org 

 

Rev. Seth Kupo, Parochial Vicar 
ext. 12, seth.kupo@dsj.org 

 

Dcn. Daniel Hernandez, Permanent Dcn. 
daniel.hernandez@dsj.org 

 

Patricia Cruzet, Quinceañera Coordinator, 
Weddings, Funerals, Bilingual, ext. 37,  
patricia.cruzet@dsj.org, 408-849-0128 (cell) 

 

Ana Arellano, Faith Formation Director 
ext. 25, ana.arellano@dsj.org 

 

Teresa Sun, Assistant to Catechetical  
Coordinator (St. Albert the Great Site), 
sunetravel@gmail.com 

 

Mary Fong, Pastoral Home Ministry 
ext. 22, fongmt@hotmail.com 

 

Michael Sternhagen, Youth & Young Adults 
Director, michael.sternhagen@dsj.org 

 

William McDougal, Liturgy & Music  
Director, william.mcdougal@dsj.org 

September 5, 2021 

St. Thomas Aquinas (est. 1901) 
751 Waverley St. 

Palo Alto, CA  94301 

Our Lady of the Rosary (est. 1954) 
3233 Cowper St. 

Palo Alto, CA  94306 

St. Albert the Great (est. 1961) 
1095 Channing Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA  94301 

SCHEDULE 

 

Mass Times 

 

Saturday (Vigil) 5:00pm @ SAG (English) 

Sunday     7:30am @ STA (English) 

  9:00am @ STA (English) 

  9:15am @ OLR (Spanish) 

  10:30am @ SAG (English) 

                    11:00am @ OLR (English) 

  12:00pm @ STA (Gregorian) 

 

9:15 & 11am Masses @ OLR — outdoors through summer 

 

Monday-Saturday 8am (SAG) & 12:15pm (STA) 

 

Confession 

Saturday  11:30am (STA) & 4:30pm (SAG) 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Everyday                9:00am-Sunset 
 

Saint Albert the Great Vestibule 

https://paloaltocatholic.net/
mailto:emikalonis@dsj.org
mailto:dhernandez@dsj.org
mailto:pcruzet@dsj.org
mailto:ana.arellano@dsj.org
mailto:sunetravel@gmail.com
mailto:william.mcdougal@dsj.org


DIOCESAN INFORMATION 
For more updates on Coronavirus from the 

diocese of San Jose, see their website:  
https://www.dsj.org/coronavirus/  

You will also find links to live or taped   
video Masses in our diocese.  

 

For the Sick & Homebound — Lydia Li, Stephen Lee, Steven Befera, Piotr Misztal, Mary 
Schembri, Terry Kurfess, Shanlee Brennan, Patrick Levesque, Richard Brown, Michael  
Mensick, Cathy Hewson, Ivan Hajadi, Brian Dooney, Lorraine Dabney, Jim Dooney, Christal 
Swope, Sheila Adams, Pat Casey, Lauro Quintanar, Mark Chen, Mary Fong, Rosy de Padua, 
Anthony Sage, Dylan Nagao, Gabriel Carnazzo, Anne Morrison, Michael Flynn, Helen Willis 
& Craig Hofstetter 
 

For the Recently Deceased — Eugene Mello, Rosemary Anne Kloose, Dennis Swanstrom, Malvin Rudolf 
Fadness, Judy Naples, Rose Drewek, Ned Gallagher, Rene A.  Girerd, Sergiao Mendoza Pulido, Rosemary 
Martin, Jesus Valencia, Fr. Russell Roide, Patrick Griffin, Christopher Bednar, Arlen Hagen, Isaias             
Delmonte, Marie Therese Dunne, Eliza Gonzalez, Kaleen Abel, Marnie Adams, Joel Villareal, Portia Leet, 
Sara LaFarga, Cathy Latterell, Celia Delgado, Dean Burritt Judd, Larry Donnelly, Judith Scanlon, Consuelo 
Lopez Hernandez & Fr. Hester 
 

Pray For Lists Guidelines — Have permission from the person to be listed. • Go through the Pastoral Home 
Ministry to list the names. • Names will be on the list for 3 months and then be removed. • Can request names to 
be continued after 3 months. Contact the Pastoral Home Ministry 650-494-2496 x22 or fongmt@hotmail.com 

READINGS & MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday, 9/5: Twenty-third Sunday in  

Ordinary Time / St. Teresa of Calcutta  

Is 35:4-7a / Ps 146:7-10 / Jas 2:1-5 / Mk 7:31-37 
 

Monday, 9/6: 

Blessed  

Claudio 

Granzotto  

Col 1:24 — 2:3 / Ps 62:6-7, 9 / Lk 6:6-11, or, for 

Labor Day, any readings from the Mass “For the 

Blessing of Human Labor,” nos. 907-911 
 

Tuesday, 9/7: Blessed Frédéric Ozanam   

Col 2:6-15 / Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11 / Lk 6:12-19 
 

Wednesday, 9/8: Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30 /  

Ps 13:6 / Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
 

Thursday, 9/9: St. Peter Claver   

Col 3:12-17 / Ps 150:1b-6 / Lk 6:27-38 
 

Friday, 9/10: St. Thomas of Villanova  

1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 / Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11 /  

Lk 6:39-42 
 

Saturday, 9/11: St. Cyprian  

1 Tm 1:15-17 / Ps 113:1b-7 / Lk 6:43-49 
 

Sunday, 9/12: Twenty-fourth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time / Most Holy Name of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  Is 50:5-9a /  

Ps 116:1-6, 8-9 / Jas 2:14-18 / Mk 8:27-35 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 35:4-7a / Ps 146:7-10 / Jas 2:1-5 / Mk 7:31-37 

THE MESSIAH FORETOLD 
 

Today’s story of the cure of a deaf man with a speech  

impediment is a good example of how much is contained 

in a simple miracle story. The Greek word mogilalos  

appears only here in all of the New Testament. It is a 

technical term referring to someone with a stammer. It 

is also used only once in the entire Jewish scriptures, in 

the passage that we read today as our first reading from 

Isaiah. Clearly, by his choice of this precise word Mark 

wants us to recognize that what Jesus is doing is the ful-

fillment of what Isaiah had predicted centuries earlier. 

In fact, Mark wants us to recognize that Jesus is the 

Messiah foretold by Isaiah and the other Jewish proph-

ets of old. 
 

The word ephphatha, “be opened,” used to describe the 

restoration of the man’s speech, is another example of a 

subtle allusion to an earlier prophecy. This time the 

prophecy in question is from Ezekiel, when he foretells 

that in the messianic age, “your mouth shall be opened 

to speak” (24:26). The sophistication of Mark’s narra-

tive is further revealed when we realize that there are 

multiple levels within a single reference. Mark not only 

draws our attention back to Israel’s prophetic past, he 

also points to the initiatory practice of his contempo-

raries by his mention of such things as spittle, touching 

of ears, and the use of the word ephphatha, all of which 

were practices incorporated into the early Church’s 

baptismal ritual.   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Upcoming Events & Important Information 

Multifaith Peace Picnic & Prayer Service 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 @ 5:45 to 8:15pm 

King Plaza, 250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto 

Free picnic — 6:00pm, Program: Music, Prayer & Addresses — 6:45-8:15 
 

The Parish Human Concerns Committee heartily encourages our participation in this uplifting,  

unifying, community building event at a time when it is very much needed! Organized by the American  

Muslim Voice Foundation and Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice, this gathering is in peaceful re-

sponse to the tragic events of 9/11. Our Chris Lundin was a long time devoted active member of MFPJ 

as well as a musical participant at this inclusive event. We hope to see you there! 

To receive the Parish Newsletter, please send email request to  
Rev. Estanislao Mikalonis, estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 
 

Our national memory will keep this day holy for generations to come,  

as we remember the innocent dead. Our memories of the attack on our  

nation are intertwined with memories of how we human beings are  

natural symbol-makers. In one parish, as a candlelight vigil ended, the assembly, without being  

instructed, took their candles and stood shoulder to shoulder, down the steps and along the city 

streets for a quarter mile. Slowly, people came out of their houses bearing tapers and candles. In 

the first hours of crisis, we stood vigil, we prayed from the heart, and we celebrated the human  

ability to draw light out of terrible darkness. 

 

Stories of that terrible day necessarily drift to tales of heroism, courage, dignity, faith, solidarity, 

hope, community. The church learned long ago through hard experience that “the blood of the  

martyrs is the seed of the church.” Perhaps the victims of 9/11 have gifts to bring that we are only 

just discovering as believers in a just and loving God. They are teaching us still, and today is a day 

for lighting candles at the table and being silent for a moment before the abundance of God’s gifts. 

Today reminds us that we are capable of acts of indescribable beauty even in the face of great evil. 
               — James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., 

Drive-thru Food Distribution 

 

St. Athanasius Church 

Saturday, September 11 

10am-12pm 

 

No registration needed beforehand — 

registration will be done on site.  

If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact St. Athanasius  

Parish Office,  

Athanasius@comcast.net 

Distribucion de Comida Por Auto 
 

Sábado 11 de Septiembre 

10am a las 12pm 
 

No se necesita registración previa, las 

registraciones se hacen el día de la  

distribución. Si le gustaría ser  

volutario para las distribuciones 

de comida, favor de enviar un  

correo electrónica a la oficina a  

Athanasius@comcast.net 



Upcoming Events & Important Information 

Faith Formation Registrations 

Inscripciones para el catecismo de  

Primera Comunion y Confirmaciones  
 

It is the time to start registering for Sacramental preparation.  

For First Communion and Confirmation, please reach out to  

Ana Arellano, ana.arellano@dsj.org, for both programs,  

English or Spanish. 
 

  We will have in-person classes. 

To register, 
scan  

the QR code 
for  

registration 

Para  
registrarse, 
escanear el 
QR para el 
formulario 

de  
inscripción 

Parish Staff — Job Openings 

 

Parish ministries require 

enthusiasm, a sense of  

responsibility, flexibility, 

creativity, sensitivity and 

perseverance. These minis-

tries are your response to a call, a vocation to 

serve God and His people. 

 

https://www.dsj.org/careers/parish-openings/ 

 

•  Office Administrator 

 Mondays-Thursdays 9am-1pm (16 hrs/wk) 

 Responsible for overseeing the parish  front 

 desk, parish website & newsletter, and other 

 parish office administrative responsibilities. 

 

If you are interested, or could refer someone 

qualified, please reach out to Fr. Mikalonis,  

estanislao.mikalonis@dsj.org. 

 

Please pray we find great candidates! 

Sacramental Preparation for Adults — RCIA  
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) in our parish 

 
Registrations 
Contact person: Deacon Daniel Hernandez 
Email: daniel.hernandez@dsj.org 
 
The RCIA is a program in the parish for non-baptized 
adults to become members of the Catholic Church. 

Memorial Mass for  

Judith M. Scanlon 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

September 18 @ 10am 
 

We would like to invite parishioners to a 

Memorial Mass for Judith M. Scanlon  

(a former, long-time parishioner).  

Parish Picnic 

Sunday, Sept. 26th  

OLR School Playground 

 

We are happy to announce that we 
will have our annual Parish Picnic (interrupted in 
2020 due to COVID-19) on Sunday, Sept. 26. We 
would love to see you all! 

 

Volunteers are welcomed to help. If you would 
like to help, please reach out to Ted Baer to offer 
your assistance. Thank you!  

mailto:ana.arellano@dsj.org?subject=Sacramental%20Preparation%20inquiry
mailto:ana.arellano@dsj.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaloaltocatholic.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D95dcad1e9128ffacb55c4f47e%26id%3D870c417257%26e%3D004d60dadd&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4f0ae5c53650487289b708d92dd8706e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435a
mailto:emikalonis@dsj.org
mailto:daniel.hernandez@dsj.org?subject=RCIA%20inquiry
mailto:tabaer@sbcglobal.net?subject=Parish%20Picnic%202021%20volunteer


Upcoming Events & Important Information 

Facilities Use  

(all sites & facilities) 

  

For groups existing before 

COVID-19, in order to use our Parish facilities, 

please remember to consult with the Parish  

Facilities Calendar to avoid conflicts. To send 

your facility use request, reach out to  

patricia.cruzet@dsj.org. 

 

If you are going to request to use any facility, 

please allow some time while we re-organize 

our functions and ministries before actually  

being able to use our spaces. Thank you for  

understanding. 

 

New groups (parishioners or external) need to 

consult with the Pastor. 

 

All use of facilities should be done following 

current DSJ and SCC COVID protocols.   

 

Week of 

8/29: 

$2,253 

 

Thank you 

for your 

continued 

support! 

Urgently Needed 
 

Life Moves/Opportunity Center at  

33 Encina (just north of Town and  

Country) badly needs men’s clothes 

in clean, very good condition.  

 

Men’s L, XL and XX especially needed!   

 

Call HCC rep at 650-714-2131 for further  

information. 
           The Human Concerns Committee   

Building Bridges in Our Community Highlight 

 

streetcode.org Awarded 2021 #1 Non-Profit in the Peninsula 13th District 
 

Are you looking for ways to contribute “Good” to the challenges of racism?  The Human  

Concerns Committee is highlighting for you a third organization that focuses on uplifting local young people 

of color.  Street Code seeks to empower communities of color in Silicon Valley with access to the era of tech-

nology through skills training, design, coding, entrepreneurship and other pathways to better job opportuni-

ties.   

 

These highlights may appeal to your desire to learn more, support with personal engagement and possibly 

provide financial assistance. It is another way we can become more aware and actively involved improving 

the lives and future opportunities for these local youth.       The Human Concerns Committee  

https://streetcode.org/



