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Advent & Christmas Season 
 
The First Sunday of Advent, celebrated on November 28, opened the Church’s 
Liturgical year. Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus, meaning 
“coming.” The Advent Season is therefore a season of longing, preparing, an-
ticipating and waiting. The focus of the entire season is to get us ready for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth. Too often our society wants us to forget about Ad-
vent, and jump right into the Christmas season. 
 
For those that would like to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, due to 
covid, and the painting of the church in Stacyville, things have been sort of dis-
rupted. We still have Confessions heard every Saturday at 4:30 pm in Sacred 
Heart, Osage. However, I’m adding confessions at Sacred Heart Oratory, Mey-
er, on Sunday, December 12, from 2:00 pm until all are heard. I’ll also hear 
confessions on Sunday, December 19, at 1 pm in Sacred Heart, Osage. 
 
The true gift of Christmas is God’s gift to us, His Son. And Jesus reminds us, 
that the gifts we have received, we are to give as a gift. We are called to be 
Christ to one another.   
 
The Christmas season starts on Christmas Eve (December 24) and goes until 
the Baptism of Our Lord (January 9, 2022). Don’t be afraid to leave your 
Christmas tree up and your lights burning throughout the season. Society says 
Christmas is over at the end of the day on December 25, but they are wrong, 
Christmas is just beginning. 
 
Our Christmas Mass schedule is as follows: 
 December 24 

4:00 pm Mass at Sacred Heart, Osage (live-streamed) 
6:00 pm Mass at Sacred Heart Oratory, Meyer 
9:00 pm Mass at Sacred Heart, Osage (live-streamed) 

 December 25 
  8:30 Sacred Heart Oratory, Meyer 
  10:30 Sacred Heart, Osage 
 
  5:15 pm Mass at Sacred Heart, Osage 

This Mass, although using the readings for Sunday 
(Feast of the Holy Family) can be used by parishion-
ers as either fulfilling Christmas obligation, or Sun-
day obligation, but not both. 

 
God bless,    
Fr. Ray 
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ADVENT 2021 — “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL” 
 
“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL” is one of the most familiar Advent songs. We are asking Emmanuel, 
Christ Our Savior, to come. Advent is what we call this time of waiting. It comes from the Latin word 
“Adventus” which means “coming or arrival”. So it is the coming of Jesus our Savior. It is the four weeks be-
fore Christmas when we prepare ourselves for the Real meaning of Christmas, the birth of Jesus! In our culture 
today we hear less and less about this real meaning of Christmas. So it is good that we celebrate Advent in our 
homes and teach our children and grandchildren about Jesus’ birthday! 
 
This is a great time to improve our prayer life. On the tables in the gathering area at Sacred Heart Church, you 
will find booklets for Advent Devotions and activities. One is especially for Seniors called “A SEASON OF 
PEACE”. (And it is in Large Print! Yay!). There is also one for Families called “ON THE WAY TO BETH-
LEHEM” and it is filled with activities and prayers to do as a family. Another one is for “Others”.  It is called 
“HEARTS UPLIFTED”.  It has prayers in 4 weekly themes to guide us through the season. 
 
Then, there is our ADVENT GIFT from St. Isidore Cluster, Matthew Kelly’s book, “LIFE IS MESSY”.  
You’ll find these in the gathering area at Sacred Heart and Visitation parishioners will find yours in back of the 
church in Meyer along with other pamphlets. 
 
I searched the internet and came up with a List of suggestions we could do to make our Advent special this 
year, ways to prepare for Jesus. Here it is: 
 
1.  Start with an Advent Wreath. (either make or buy one) 
2.  Get an Advent Calendar. (Kids love these) 
3.  Make a Donation to a new organization/charity.  (Works of Mercy) 
4.  Find some Advent Music to listen to. (YouTube?) (Feed your Soul) 
5.  Go to Adoration or a Daily Mass each week. (Tend your Prayer Life) 
6.  Take your Children or Grandchildren to Mass. (they Need to go…how will they learn?) (Pass on our Faith) 
7. Make cookies for someone who maybe can’t do that anymore or for a neighbor, mail delivery person….  
      (Feed the Hungry?) 
8. Make a Prayer Corner. (Just something simple. Comfortable chair, small table for child to color religious  
       picture, prayer books, Statue of Jesus or Mary.) (Find a QUIET PLACE) (Visit with Jesus!) 
9.   Go to Confession, children, too!…..Ask Forgiveness of Someone … (Prepare our Soul for Jesus’ Coming) 
10.  Volunteer somewhere….Visit a Shut-in…..Buy a gift for the Miracle Tree. (Works of Mercy) 
11.  Listen to Catholic Radio. (There are Apps for that) (You’ll learn lots) 
12. Say the Rosary. (Find Father Rocky on Facebook at 7:00 nightly…I cast him to my TV for a bigger  
       screen…”FAMILY ROSARY ACROSS AMERICA” Try it with your kids, they’ll love hearing other  
       kids call in with their Prayer intentions!)  
13.  Set up a Nativity Scene…..(Preparing for Jesus) 
14.  Declutter….Clean….Decorate your Home to Welcome Jesus, Mary & Joseph on CHRISTMAS DAY! 
15. Make a BIRTHDAY CAKE for JESUS!!!! (Don’t forget the Candles!!)  
       (And SING “HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS!” 
 
I hope this will help you prepare you and your family to meet Jesus when He comes this Christmas and when 
we meet Him face to face!   
 
I wish You an ADVENTUROUS  ADVENT and a BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 
God Bless, 
Janice Schonrock 
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Advent Traditions Around the World 
 
     We have needed a reminder of what Advent is all about and ways to mark the season, as discussed in the 
previous article. I wondered if it would also be helpful to look at Advent traditions in other countries, to give 
us more ideas, perhaps, but also to help us more fully appreciate our own customs. 
 

Hungary:  Advent wreaths and calendars are very popular. The “matins” are daily Masses celebrated at dawn 
from the first Sunday of Advent to the first day of Christmas. Sometimes they are called Angelic or Golden 
Masses.   
                                                                                                                              

Mexico:  The tradition of the Advent Wreath, or Advent Crown, is similar to ours in the U.S. On the first 
Sunday, families gather around the wreath, light the first candle, and recite prayers and litanies. They may also 
read from the Bible and sing. On each Sunday following, the appropriate candle is lit.   
     In the evenings, from December 16–24, children in villages and cities take part in Las Posades, “The Inns”.  
Each of the nine days represents a month in Mary’s pregnancy. Together they represent the whole of Mary and 
Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and their inability to find an inn for the birth of Jesus. A child 
dressed as an angel leads the procession. They visit selected homes where they are denied entry but often given 
refreshments. In another form of this custom, the children process in the street until they find a willing host.  
Then there are songs, Bible stories, and candy. Each night the children reflect on different qualities – humility, 
strength, detachment, charity, trust, justice, purity, joy, and generosity. 
  

Greenland:  As Advent begins, villagers place a decorated Christmas tree on top of a nearby hill for all to 
see. 
 

China:  In 2011, the Pew Center reported there were 9 million Catholics living on the mainland. Advent cus-
toms are mainly those brought to China by missionaries. 
 

Poland:  Deeply Catholic, Poland uses Advent as a time for fasting, prayer, and spiritual preparation. My 
source states that it is not a time for parties, shopping, and decorating, but rather for staying home in the eve-
nings, making ornaments, special foods, and gifts. There are early morning Masses, or “roraty”, which begin in 
the pre-dawn darkness. Church-goers light candles at designated times during the Mass, then extinguish them 
until the time is right to light them again. The light gradually dispels the darkness until the dawn arrives and 
there is daylight. This symbolizes the birth of Christ, who brought light and salvation to the world. 
     December 6th is St. Nicholas Day, which breaks up the children’s long wait for Christmas. The man imper-
sonating St. Nicholas arrives wearing a long red or white robe and a tall headpiece (like a bishop’s miter). His 
white beard is long and flowing and he holds a shepherd’s staff. He rebukes the naughty children and praises 
the nice ones as they recite their catechism and prayers. The Saint passes gingerbread cookies, holy pictures, 
and big red apples which he pulls from under his robe as if by magic.   
     While it is possible the above takes place mainly in the villages as opposed to the city, the people of Kra-
kow decorate the city square and hold an art competition there on the first Sunday of Advent. Nativity Scenes, 
or “Cribs”, are a very important category. These displays range in size from tiny enough to fit inside a match-
box to several feet in height. In both city and village squares, decorated booths are erected to dispense candy 
and small gifts. 
 

India:  There are more than a few Catholics scattered around the world, and we find them in places we expect 
to find them, but also in a number of places we don’t. For example, there is a surprising number living among 
the 33 million people in the province of Kerala. Traditional Catholics fast from December 1–24! Houses are 
decorated with a Christmas star and those with access to the right tools make Nativity Scenes for homes and 
churches. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Advent Traditions Around the World (continued) 
 
Philippines:  People here start preparing for Christmas in September. This is a poor country, and Christmas 
is a happy time – a break in the suffering that comes with poverty. It is little wonder they start early. 
     As far back as the 17th century, when the islands were under Spanish colonial rule, the Church allowed the 
Philippinos to place less emphasis on the penitential, and more on the happy anticipation of Christmas.     
     Stepping into the present, nine days prior to Christmas things get more serious, at least for the devout.  
These last days are referred to as “Simbang Gabi”. Mass is said at dawn on each of these mornings. Again, the 
number nine refers to the nine months of Mary’s pregnancy. Yet even on these few special days priests are 
allowed to wear white vestments and the Gloria can be sung. 
     The Philippines has the third largest population of Catholics in the world. The top five are Brazil, Mexico, 
Philippines, United States, and Italy. 
 

Italy:  A special prayer called a Novena is said, and repeated 15 times a day, from November 30 (the feast of 
St. Andrew) until Christmas Day. In the 9 days preceding Christmas the Rosary is also said. Children go into 
the streets after prayers to sing carols and receive candies. 
     The Nativity Scene has pride of place in the home. From the start of Advent, the family gathers in front of 
the scene each morning to pray and light a candle. Children write letters to their parents wishing them a Merry 
Christmas and promising they will behave. 
 

Ireland:  A lighted candle in the window welcomes Joseph and Mary in their search for a place to stay. Ideal-
ly, a Mary in the family lights and extinguishes the flame, in honor of the Blessed Virgin. 

Belgium:  For Belgians, the primary time of gift-giving is December 6, St. Nickolas Day. The saint rides a 
horse bearing bags of gifts. After the 6th,the theme changes to the Holy Celebration of the Christ Child. 

South America:  In many of the countries on this continent, as in so many other places, the Nativity Scene 
is central. Often the figures are hand-crafted and reflect the local or regional style, and the scenes stay up from 
Advent to Epiphany. Jesus is usually placed in the manger at midnight on Christmas Eve. Customs vary slight-
ly from region to region.   

Africa:  I could find little information about Advent, though there are 38 countries with significant popula-
tions of Christians, and, according to the Pew Research Center, “Africa has the fastest growing Catholic popu-
lation in the world…” The one article I found said that Advent church services include carols, nativity plays, 
and dance performances. In some countries, churches organize parades.   

On Christmas Day over a third of the world’s population will celebrate the Birth of Christ.  
There are lots of ways to prepare. 
 
by Marlys Rogers 

Children's Prayer for Advent 
  
My little Lord Jesus,  
I love you and thank you for this Advent season. 
Please help me to understand all that You have done for me. 
Your loving Mother held You in her heart 
          and brought You into this world. 
Help me to do the same. 
 
My loving Jesus, 
I choose You, this Advent, as my King and my God. 
Draw me close to You 
          and help me to see my sins 
          so that I can change the things that You want me to change. 

Mother Mary, 
Pray for me this Advent, 
          so that I may do all that God wants 
          me to do. 
You said ‘Yes’ to all that God asked of you. 
Please pray for me that I may do the same. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus!  
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
I love you, Jesus.  Amen. 
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New Found History —- Sacred Heart Altar at Meyer...by Joan Koenigs 
 
     In early October an inquiry was received on the St. Isidore web site re-
garding the Sacred Heart Church altar in Meyer. Diane Koch, a member of 
SS. Peter and Paul Church in Petersburg, Iowa, referred to a statement in 
their parish history indicating when they rebuilt their church in 1901, re-
placing their altar with a new one, the 40 year old altar was sent to the 
newly built Sacred Heart Church at Meyer. As an older and longtime mem-
ber of the parish, I was given the task of searching for more information.   
     In communicating with Diane, I found she had checked with the Arch-
diocesan Archives, which did not find any reference to the altar. In turn, I 
scanned all of the parish history I had in my possession, and also did not 
find any mention of the altar's origin. 
     My husband, Deo, and I discussed this, and he reminded me that the 
Meyer area had a church built before 1900. This church, St. Patrick’s was 
northeast of Meyer in Wayne Township. The original cemetery still exists.  
However, sometime after the Meyer church was built, St. Patrick’s burned, 
possibly in the early 1900's. A group of Irish Catholics in the area wanted 

to rebuild their church. The request went to the Archbishop, and he approved one to be built in McIntire. This 
did not meet with the approval of a Mr. Corbet, the Irish farmer who was willing to fund the building of the 
church, but only if it was built on his property. Subsequently, the church was built on his property, by the 
Wapsipinicon River about a mile from the original one, without the approval from Dubuque. The Archbishop 
refused to bless the church, but a Father Goetzinger from the Ionia parish, blessed it and Father Juengerman 
said Masses at St. Patrick’s on Sundays as well as in Meyer. At that time, Meyer also had an assistant pastor.   
     Both Deo and I remember attending Mass there several times as children. However, when Father Junger-
man passed away, the church was closed immediately. Deo remembers hearing his Uncle Arnold Koenigs tell-
ing about the controversy. Some time after the closing, anything usable went to the church being built in Ches-
ter, Iowa. Realizing that, we speculated that perhaps the altar at St. Patrick’s came from Petersburg, and then 
went to Chester. 
     I messaged this scenario to Diane, and she doubted the timeline fit, as the altar left Petersburg around 1905 
or 1906, still making Meyer the obvious recipient. Searching the history of the church at Petersburg, I discov-
ered that the Dubuque architect was Martin Heer. Coincidently, the priest that dedicated Sacred Heart Church 
was the Very Rev. F. W. Heer also of Dubuque. I jumped to the conclusion this might be a connection. 
     Still not satisfied, I mentally searched for someone who was older, and wiser than myself. The first thought 
that came to mind was my ninety-nine year old cousin, Sister Dorothy Adams O.S.F., who resides at Claire 
House in Dubuque. I emailed her and explained my need for information concerning the altar in Meyer. She 
quickly replied that she recalled her mother, my Aunt Mary, telling her that her father, Peter T. Hemann, was a 
trustee at the time, and they did indeed get the altar in Meyer from Petersburg.   
     Diane was so excited about getting this verification, that she planned a trip to visit the church and of course 
document her findings with a picture of our beautiful altar. Anxiously awaiting our meeting, arrangements 
were made to have the church open for viewing. Betty Retterath, also a long time member of Sacred Heart, 
joined me in welcoming our guests on a cloudy and breezy October 27. 
     The church was not only open for our visitors, but the lights had been turned on to adorn the beautiful altar 
that was the center of our attention. Diane and her companions were delighted. Being a gothic structure also, 
SS Peter and Paul's Church is very similar, although much larger than the Sacred Heart Church. It was easy to 
visualize the placement of their original altar in the newly built church in Meyer.  
     Three friends accompanied Diane, who were from the surrounding parishes of Farley and Dyersville. Our 
conversation resulted in surprisingly knowing many of the same people in the religious community, including 
the mother of our current pastor. We ended our visit over lunch with a prayer and a hope we might all meet 
again. 
     Diane is also writing a story for her parish, to let them know their original altar still has a place of honor in 
it's second home, and also in the hearts of the parishioners of Sacred Heart in Meyer. Even though it is an ora-
tory now, for many of us, our childhood religious education and spiritual life began around that altar, and will 
always be a part of our heritage. 
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Christmas Cookie Sales 
 
The St. Isidore Youth Group are selling Christmas cookies now until December 8. 
$17 a box! Choose from 3 dozen cut-out Christmas sugar cookies or 16 gingerbread cookies. Delivery after 
December 14. If you would like to order and no youth has contacted you, please call Tammy at 732-3428 or 
stop by the office and talk to Jill by December 8. Proceeds go to St. Isidore Youth Group activity nights/trips. 

“Life is Messy” is available at both parishes.  

This book is about putting our lives back together, and allowing ourselves to be put back 
together, when life doesn’t turn out as we expected it to. Based on his own heart-
wrenching personal journals, Matthew Kelly shares how the worst three years of his life 
affected him, by exploring this question: Can someone who has been broken be healed and 
become more beautiful and more lovable than ever before?  
 
Life is messy. 
It isn’t a color-within-the-lines exercise. 
It’s a wild and outrageous invitation full of uncertain outcomes. 
The mess of life is both inevitable and unexpected. 
It is filled with delightful mysteries and frustrating predicaments. 
In our disposable culture, we throw broken things away. 

So, what will we do with broken people, broken relationships, broken institutions, broken families, 
and of course, our very own broken selves? We are all broken and wounded. 
This book is about putting our lives back together, and allowing ourselves to be put back together, 
when life doesn’t turn out as we expected it to. 
Based on his own heart-wrenching personal journals, Matthew Kelly shares how the worst three years of his 
life affected him, by exploring this question: 
Can someone who has been broken be healed and become more beautiful and more lovable than ever be-
fore? 
The answer will fill you with hope. There has never been a more urgent need for us to attend to what is hap-
pening within us. This is quite simply the right book at the right time.  

Dear Beautiful Sisters in Christ,  
2022 Beauty in Christ: Holy Women of the Visitation!  
 
We are SO excited for our 2022 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women’s Conference Beauty in Christ!  
Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 29, 2022, 8:00 am to 1:00 p.m., as together we explore the 
Visitation between Mary and Elizabeth!   
 
This year’s theme, Holy Women of the Visitation, features two national speakers: Liz Kelly, author of Love 
like a Saint, and Emily Jaminet, author of The Friendship Project and more (talks in both English and Span-
ish)!  
 
You may participate in this year’s virtual conference from the comfort of your own home or gather with oth-
er women to experience the virtual conference together!!!  Group rates will be available!!  
Plan to attend the 2022 Beauty in Christ and invite your friends and parishioners to join you!  
 
In preparation for the conference, you may want to gather a group of friends to participate in the Gifts of the 
Visitation Project (with video witnesses of women from around the Archdiocese of Dubuque), based on 
Denise Bossert's book, Gifts of the Visitation. Check it out here:  https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-
archdiocesan-retreat-for-women (this study may be done as one or two six-week sessions--or however best 
fits your group).  
Prayers and Blessings,   
Beauty in Christ Committee 

https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
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Visitation Faith Formation Students Forming Their Faith 
 
3rd grade Faith Formation Class-In one of our lessons we studied 
about the first Pope. Jesus appointed Peter the 1st Pope. (Matthew 
16:15-19). Then we discussed our current Pope. Pope Francis is the 
266th Pope of the Catholic Church. 
 

6th, 7th, and 8th Faith Formation Class-We have a Pray-
er Corner in our classroom. We write our intentions on slips 
of paper and hang them on the Prayer Board. We pray for 
those special intentions as well as for the seminarians each 
week.  

2nd grade Faith Formation Class-These children are preparing, under the guidance and teaching from their 
parents and their Catechist, to receive their First Reconciliation.  Please pray for them, their parents, their fam-
ily and our Catechists.    
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Sacred Heart Family Night 
On October 27, Sacred Heart Faith Formation had a family night. The night started off with 1st & 2nd graders 
making pipe cleaner rosaries and 3rd graders & up making Sacrifice beads. We took a break for some ice 
cream sundaes and concluded with children and parents helping each other out playing a Saints’ Day match-
ing game. It was a great night spending time with the families. 

Sacred Heart Faith Formation Students Forming Their Faith 
 
Youth Group Night 
St. Isidore’s first youth group night of this year was held on October 17. Youth group nights are where 6th -
12th graders can come and partake in games, food, and fun. Of course, our theme for October was Banana 
Splits & Halloween Fun! The kids enjoyed banana splits and played steal the pumpkin, drawing telephone, 
guess who, and how many in the jar. It was a fun time had by all! Please urge your child/ren (6th -12th grade) 
to join our next youth group night which is December 19 with our theme being “Christmas Craziness”. 
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Sacred Heart Faith Formation Students Forming Their Faith 
 
1st Grade “God Created the World” chalk drawings 
The first night of Faith Formation class, the 1st graders learned about how God created the world. Then they 
went outside and drew their lesson on the sidewalk. They did a great job, thanks! 
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Sacred Heart Faith Formation Students Forming Their Faith 

2nd Grade Reconciliation Pumpkin Project 
The 2nd graders worked on their reconciliation preparedness by 
carving pumpkins. 

First Reconciliation 
Congratulations to Maxwell Erickson, Miranda Erickson, 
Paetyn Hobbs, Blake Newton, Caroline Norby, Seth Power, 
Kora Taets. They made their First Reconciliation on November 
21, 2021, at the Sacred Heart Church at 3:00pm.  
 
Please pray for them over the next couple of months as they 
prepare to receive their First Eucharist. 
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Chuck Laures’ Woodworking 
 
Chuck Laures makes stunning, amazingly graceful wooden bowls. This was my first thought on seeing the work 
he had offered for sale to benefit Sacred Heart at this year’s Autumn Artistry. When asked how he makes the 
bowls, Chuck has a deadpan answer. “I take little pieces of wood and put them together in a different shape.”  
Right. There is a bit more to it than that. 
 
I had the opportunity to visit the Laures’ home and Chuck’s shop to see first-hand the tools, materials, and 
guides required, as well as several examples of the finished product. 
 
We met first in the living room, warm with the glow of finely finished wooden furniture. Chuck had made some 
of it, including the entertainment center, a gateleg table, and a table with a hinged top that could be raised to 
vertical for storage against the wall.   
 
I asked about the beautiful walnut cabinet sitting on a table. Chuck said he had made it and that it was a Penn-
sylvania spice box, the originals crafted in the late 1700’s to mid- 1800’s, with small drawers for loose spice, 
which was very valuable. He opened the case so I could see the drawers – these made of oak to contrast with the 
darker walnut. Chuck said this was to be a grandson’s wedding gift.   
 
Another Laures spice box sat on a table behind Chuck, this case made of oak with oak drawers surrounding one 
of walnut. It, too, was striking and beautifully made. Chuck has constructed 5 spice boxes, so far, as wedding 
gifts for grandchildren. For graduation gifts, he made a steamer trunk for each of his 6 grandsons and a jewelry 
box for each of his 5 granddaughters. He has made 15-20 cradles, enough to rock every grandchild and each of 
his 4 great-grandchildren (there are three more on the way!) 
 
Chuck has made or restored and finished numerous other pieces of furniture, including crafting an 8-sided poker 
table, presumably for him, and a 35-pound cutting board for Elaine. In their previous house, south of town, it 
took him two years to construct walnut cabinets for their remodeled kitchen. Sixty doors and twenty-four draw-
ers. The woods surrounding this house were the equivalent of a small gold mine for Chuck, as they contained a 
variety of hardwoods – walnut, oak, red oak, hard maple, and cherry. 
 
Continuing the tour, we passed through the garage with its shelves of dried lumber, and outdoors to the roomy 
shop. A comprehensive dust collecting system is in evidence. Another prominent piece of equipment is the 
workbench, which Chuck constructed in the 70’s. It is of good size and very sturdy. Chuck gave it a hard bump 
- it didn’t move.   
 
I asked him what is required to make his elegant bowls: a table saw, sliding compound miter saw, 6 x 48 belt 
sander, clamps, turning lathes with multiple tools and heads, sandpaper to 2000 grit, bowl finishes, and, Chuck 
added, a whole lot of time. Making a simple bowl requires 100-200 pieces while a complex bowl like the ones 
Chuck crafts, requires over 600. These are rectangles with different widths, thicknesses, lengths, and angles of 
cut.   
 
He uses hard woods so the different varieties will expand and contract to a similar extent – walnut, hard maple, 
oak, cherry, and some exotic woods like zebra, blood wood, and ebony. These come primarily from his own 
supply or from around the area, or, for the exotics, from the Woodsmith Store in Des Moines. The name of this 
craft is Segmented Bowl Turning.    
 
When the Laures’ lived in the country, Chuck constructed his own dryer shed, with a large, south-facing win-
dow at a 45 degree angle. The sun shines through the window onto black corrugated tin at the back of the shed.  
The temperature inside can rise to 120 degrees, drying wood to about 9% moisture. It must sit in the shop a cou-
ple of weeks before cutting. 
 
Chuck was born in New Hampton in 1941. His German grandparents, and uncles, had founded St. Mary’s 
Church in the 1880’s, and Chuck attended St. Mary’s School for 8 grades. He graduated from New Hampton 
High School in 1959. Sunday Mass was mandatory, though sometimes it was an effort to get there. Chuck re-
members traveling through snow-storms. During May and October, the family knelt beside kitchen chairs and 
prayed the Rosary.          Continued on page 12 
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Chuck Laures’ Woodworking (continued) 
 
Chuck and Elaine, married in 1962, moved to Osage in 1966. They have three sons: Jeff in Plano, Texas; Brian 
in Kansas City, Missouri; and Doug in Golden, British Columbia. Chuck represented New York Life for 35 
years, retiring in 2000.   
 
The couple has been very active at Sacred Heart. They participated in the Renew movement in the late 70’s 
and early 80’s, finding it a fun and educational way to get to know others in the parish. They took classes in 
lay ministry formation for two years and served as extraordinary ministers for twelve.   
 
Elaine has been involved in the Guild and as a teacher for the Sunday preschool. Chuck served on the Parish 
Council for four years. From about 1985-2000 he made stately, simple crucifixes – three or four dozen of them 
in hard maple and walnut. On the side of having a good time, the Laures’ were among those instrumental in 
bringing Molly B to Sacred Heart for a polka mass, lunch, and dance.  
 
One of their most significant contributions to the church was their involvement as leaders in Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekends, from 1985-2000. Working with Fr. Joe Schneider from Stacyville and St. Ansgar, they gave in-
vitations at Masses and lead workshops for 20-40 couples at retreat houses and other venues throughout the 
archdiocese. As the Executive Couple for Iowa (Fr. Schneider was Executive Priest) they served on the Re-
gional Board at meetings held in Chicago for several states in the upper mid-west. While some marriages do 
fail, others were saved, and it is likely many more were strengthened. 
 
At one point I asked Chuck what had inspired his work with turning wood. It was the beautiful walnut altar at 
Sacred Heart. He said his first project was in 1980 making walnut candlesticks – two for the altar, and slightly 
larger ones for beside the tabernacle. It proved to be an offering of first fruits from a decades-long labor of 
love. 
 
by Marlys Rogers 

Page 12 
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Visitation Fall Festival 
 
     On September 19, Visitation Parish held a Drive-thru Pork Loin Supper. Menu was Pork Loin sandwich, 
bbq baked beans, chips, cookies, milk or water. We served 612 meals with very little waiting by anyone to get 
their meal. Thanks to everyone that worked, donated food and a special thanks to Across the Boarder BBQ the 
Brighams from Adams for preparing the meat! We would like to thank everyone that came and picked up 
meals as without you it would have not been the huge success it was! 
     This event took the place of our usual Fall Festival and dinner that is held in the fall. We did have a raffle 
and we want to thank all the businesses and individuals that donated money toward that. Winners were 
Audrey Barker, Delores Poohl, Sam Kruse and Valeria Miller. 
     Everyone’s support and generosity is overwhelming!!  

Celebrating the December Feasts of Our Lady  

The month of December brings many opportunities to honor Mary in special ways! Celebrate the following 
feast days: 
 
December 8 - Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity) 
With Our Lady's Immaculate Conception, God was, even before Mary's birth, putting into motion his plan of 
salvation for the world. It is the beginning of the fulfillment of God's promise for us. It takes place during 
the Advent Season, a time of waiting. 
 
December 10 - Our Lady of Loreto 
In October, 2019, Pope Francis declared this new feast to “help all people, especially families, youth and reli-
gious to imitate the virtues of the perfect disciple of the Gospel, the Virgin Mother, who, in conceiving the 
head of the church also accepted us as her own.” 
 
December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
The image of Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to evangelize Latin America. 
 
December 25 - Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Mary said "Yes!" to giving birth to the Son of God. Mary trusted God, and knew he would be with her every 
step along the way. She teaches us to have faith and courage.  
 
December 26 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Mary, as the Mother of God, becomes our mother. It is in the family that we first come to understand 
and experience community and our faith. Our parents nurture our faith, leading us to Mary, and through Mary 
to Jesus.  

4th Degree Knights of Columbus presenting a chalice to Kurt Hemann in honor of Msgr. John W. Hemann. 

https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=69265116b6&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=af4ae1c1cb&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=aee730dfd0&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=1f58c2b4b0&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=3c6a0a3c01&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=4b137162fc&e=22831551f6
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Scraping and painting lamp poles. 

Sacred Heart Oratory Meyer 

Meyer Oratory people prepare for opening the 
Sacred Heart Oratory in Meyer, to welcome 
neighboring Visitation parishioners and other 
parishioners to Sunday morning Mass.     

Preps for painting railings.  



 

Anniversaries 
 

 
40 years 
February 12   Anthony & Sharon Brown 
February 13   Joseph & Ann Mayer 
 
45 years 
February 4   Robert & Rita Hanke 
February 18   Andy & Elizabeth Meyerhofer 
 
50 years 
February 5   Monte & Pat Rogers 
 
55 years 
December 31   Ted & Barb Heimer 
January 2   Richard & Judy Hemann 
 
60 years 
February 3   Glen & Erma Adams 
February 3   Clem & Janice Loecher 
February 17   Mathew & Karmen Hemann 
 
60 years 
February 9   James & Helen Neuwohner 

Happy Birthday!  
 
Celebrate 85 years and older! 
 
December 11   Anita Adams 
December 14   Olga Thurnau 
December 23   Thomas Pitzen 
January 2   Dean Adams 
January 15   Marcene Heimerman 
January 30   Deo Koenigs 
February 3   Kenneth Hemann 
February 11   Vernon Mayer 
 
December 4   James Neuwohner 
December 24   Leo Chisholm 
December 26   Jim Weber 
January 12   LaVerne Mullenbach 
January 14   Marie Donner 
January 19   Dolores Goche 
January 19   Roma Hemann 
January 22   Barb Halladay 
February 3   Gregory Badker 
February 4   Allyn Milton 
February 5   Bernice Paulson 
February 7   Clem Loecher 
February 8   Jean Taets 
February 12   Marjorie Showalter 
February 13   Geneva Kolbet 
February 16   Florence Krones 
February 17   Lucille Werner 
February 27   Edward Boehmer 
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Learn more about the Catholic Liturgical Year 
Each liturgical year begins on the First Sunday of Advent and consists of a seasonal cycle (the Proper of 
Time) and a sanctoral cycle (the Proper of Saints). Both are organized and published in a liturgical calendar, 
which is also enriched by observances proper to local Churches, whether national, diocesan, parish-level, or 
religious community. The Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ - His suffering, death, and resurrection - is continu-
ously proclaimed and renewed through celebrating the events of His life and in the feasts of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary and the Saints. 
 
The liturgical year is made up of six seasons: 

Advent - four weeks of preparation before the celebration of Jesus' birth 
Christmas Season - recalling the Nativity of Jesus Christ and His manifestation to all people 
Ordinary Time - divided into two sections (one span of 4-8 weeks after Christmas Time and another 

lasting about six months after Easter Time), wherein the faithful consider the fullness of Jesus' 
teachings and works among His people 

Lent - a six-week period of penance before Easter 
Sacred Paschal Triduum - the holiest "Three Days" of the Church's year, where the faithful recall the 

suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Easter Season - 50 days of joyful celebration of the Lord's resurrection from the dead and His sending 

forth of the Holy Spirit 
 

The mystery of Christ, unfolded through the cycle of the liturgical year, calls us to live His mystery in our 
own lives. This call is best illustrated in the lives of Mary and the Saints, celebrated by the Church throughout 
the year.  

https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=1b75fadd2c&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=c892c8ef5b&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=ab4dd29709&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=bd8bdc05a2&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=244479cd28&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=63550f8a68&e=22831551f6
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Baptisms 
SH   9-5-21   Logan John, son of Jason & Siobhan Tebo 

VIS   10-10-21   Brystol Kennedy, daughter of Justin & Bethany Aupperle 

SH   10-17-21   Peyton Rose, daughter of Clayton & Kelly Steimel 

VIS   11-28-21   Lavender May, daughter of Luke Johnson & Elizabeth Mayer 

 

 

Congratulations on coming into Full Communion 
SH   10-16-21   Jordan McPheron  

Deaths 
VIS   9-26-21   Lucille “Lucy” Knutson 
VIS   10-9-21   Msgr. John W. Hemann 
VIS   10-10-21   Robert “Buggy” Hemann 
SH   10-12-21   Larry Goergen 
SH   10-28-21   Richard “Dick” Perrin 
VIS   11-12-21   Norbert Michels 
 

Marriages 
Meyer   10-2-21   Sean Babinat & Amanda Adams 
Meyer   11-20-21   Brett Juenger & Brianna Lowe 
 
 
 

New Parishioners 
VIS   Justin & Bethany Aupperle 
VIS   Jean Beland 


