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September 29, 2020                                                                                                                                                     

St. Isidore Catholic Center                                                                                                                               

Approved Minutes 

Opening Prayer: Led by Father Burkle. 

Attendance: Father Burkle, Samantha Taets, Benson Hargens, Annette Uker, Terri Hernan, Clarence 

Kruse, Steve Johnson and Bob Clark. 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Samantha. 

Minutes of the October 29, 2019 Meeting: Benson made a motion and Clarence seconded the motion 

to approve the minutes, and they were approved. Because we did not have a quorum of Sacred Heart 

Pastoral Council Members at the January 28, 2020 Meeting, which made it Unofficial, we were not able 

to approve the draft minutes taken of that meeting. 

Current Happenings, Pastoral Minister Report: Annette talked briefly about each of the following: 

• Parish Life – Continuation of planning events at nursing homes and after Mass at Sacred Heart 

Church. Resuming sending out newsletters. Continuation of sending out milestone birthday and 

anniversary cards, and one-year anniversary cards to families of deceased parishioners.  

• Social Justice – Resuming 2nd collections, starting with last weekend’s Mission Appeal and 

upcoming Crop Walk in October.  

• Liturgy – Have an upcoming meeting scheduled for October 27. Will be setting out Advent 

Devotional Booklets, some from last year and some Jesse Tree Devotionals, which will help 

parishioners understand our Jesse Tree, and are working on paper Jesse Tree Ornaments to 

hang from parishioner’s trees. 

• Faith Formation – Have begun Virtual Faith Formation Classes, with catechists having the choice 

of attending from home or going to the Faith Formation Building. Have had a 10th Grade Parent 

Meeting, via zoom and in the parish, for confirmation preparation. 

• Guild Suppers – Began Guild Suppers again in September. Guild has also began serving funeral 

dinners again. 

• Bible Sharing – Thursday and Friday Bible Sharing has begun, with attendance in the Sacred 

Heart Church Gathering Area, and with facemasks and social distancing being required. Also, a 

Book Study Group is meeting on some Thursday Evenings. 

• Men’s Bible Study – This is a program Barbara Brumm suggested starting and Annette thinks 

there may be interest from a few men in attending this program. 

• Church Bulletins – The Sacred Heart Church Office has been printing approximately 110 copies 

of the church bulletins weekly. A letter will be going out to Bulletin Advertising Sponsors telling 

them there will be no cost for them advertising in the bulletin during the coming year, unless 

they feel they still want to contribute.  

Current Happenings, Father Ray Report: Father Ray, and others, talked about each of the following: 

• The Live Streaming of Morning and/or Evening Prayers are being continued. Please check the 

Weekly On-line Schedule or Church Bulletin for times. 



• Within the next 3 to 4 weeks, Father Ray is going to have Anointing of the Sick during Masses, 

which will be announced in upcoming bulletins. Father is also considering having Drive-Up 

Anointing of the Sick or Anointing of the Sick by Appointment, possibly inside the church 

doors. Please send Father any suggestions we may have. Also, this Anointing of the Sick is not 

for people with the Corona Virus, if you have symptoms please stay away! 

• During the Month of November, photos of loved ones who have passed away will be posted in 

the Church. We may also live stream these photos on the Sacred Heart Church screens during 

the saying of the Rosary before each Mass. 

• Benson asked about the possibility of having an Evening Mass during the week? Father 

stressed the need to Brainstorm Ideas during this Covid 19 Pandemic and told us an Evening 

Mass may be a possibility during the week, possibly starting at 5:30 p.m. 

• Annette told us the Mission Appeal last weekend went well, with more information forth 

coming. She also said that Mission Sunday is coming up next month. 

• Father Ray told us about a Dad’s Belgian Waffle Event that is being planned, with a tentative 

date of December 6, 2020. Benson suggested moving this date to late October or early 

November in an effort to avoid the typical SARS Virus Season. 

• Father Ray told us he has started thinking about our upcoming Christmas Masses, where we 

will probably need to have the existing social distancing and mask wearing restrictions. We 

talked about possibly having more Masses and Father told us that technically he can have a 

maximum of 4 Masses during the Holy Weekend. We talked about having overflow seating in 

the Church Hall. We talked about Live Streaming the Masses possibly resolving the issue, with 

many Parishioners watching from home. Father Ray also talked about possibly having Drive-Up 

Communion, weather permitting.    

Financial Review: At this time the 4th Quarter Budget Information is not available. Annette told us the 

late April Budget Collections coming in thru the mail were higher amounts than normal. 

Annette presented the following information related to the Capitol Campaign. To date, $2,085,384 has 

been collected, which includes donations in excess of pledged amounts. The pledged amounts paid to 

date are $1,913,084 with $172,300 remaining to be collected. Our remaining debt is $3,025,000, which 

we are paying a 1.5% interest rate on. 

Father Ray talked about a Capitol Campaign Letter he started to write in early March of 2020. He talked 

about moving forward with writing the letter and sending it out to each Sacred Heart Parishioner. Some 

things we talked about including in the letter are giving everyone all the information available pertaining 

to our debt. Along with asking everyone to do another pledge, encouraging the 45% of parishioners who 

have not given anything to consider contributing. Also, include a Thank You to the parishioners who 

have given more than their initial pledged amounts. Father Ray said that prior to sending the letter out 

to everyone, he would be sending a Draft Copy of the Letter to each Parish Council Member for our 

review and/or comments.  

Pastoral Council Person Terms for This Year: We briefly discussed these terms typically being 3 years, 

but because of the Corona Virus Pandemic extending this year’s term to 4 years. 

What Action Items do we have as a Leadership Team: We talked about Action Items, regarding what 

we could or should be doing to meet the needs of our parishioners. 



We talked about the upcoming Fall and Winter Cabin Fever possibly placing additional stress on 

parishioners. We discussed the void that will be caused when the Osage Municipal Utilities Channel 14 

Televised Mass will no longer be available starting in January of 2021. We talked about the Winona Mass 

that is televised on Sunday Mornings being an option and most parishioners knowing how to access 

Masses on-line being an option. 

Benson suggested that we need to think about how to encourage people to start attending Masses at 

Church again. We agreed that it is quite easy to get in the habit of not physically attending Church and 

Live Streaming Church from the comfort of parishioner’s homes. Father Ray also talked about getting 

someone back into the Audio Video Room to operate the cameras. He told us there are presently 3 

people able to do this and we could use some additional operators.      

Terri talked about the Parishioners Calling Parishioners Program, which was initiated by Laura 

Wynohrad. This program involves volunteers calling other parishioners telling them the parish is 

continuing to think about them and offering information regarding how to access Masses on-line, 

offering to place Mass Intentions for them, offering Prayers or honoring other requests. If available, 

email addresses are obtained so additional information can be passed along to the parishioners and 

they are encouraged to call the Sacred Heart Parish Center with any additional questions they may have. 

Clarence suggested that we consider implementing a Secret Pal Program, involving Nursing Home, 

Assisted Living and/or Homebound Parishioners. We agreed this type of program may create some 

excitement among these parishioners regarding the New Church and thereby possibly encourage some 

of them to help pay down our debt. 

Father Ray encouraged us to keep our ears open to people’s thoughts. Samantha stressed the need to 

Focus Our Eyes on Christ. 

Anything Else: Samantha told us the Fundraising Committee has not met recently and with this being 

the case there is nothing to report. We talked about the Stacyville Drive Thru Dinner that was held 

recently, where 575 meals were served and $19,000 profit was made on Free Will Donations for the 

meals. 

Our Meeting Adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at the St. Isidore Catholic Center in 

Osage. 

Respectfully submitted by Bob Clark, Secretary.    


