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Approved Minutes 

This was actually a combined Sacred Heart Pastoral Council and Finance Council Meeting, which was 

called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Father Burkle.                  

Opening Prayer: Led by Father Burkle. 

Attendance: Father Burkle, Annette Uker, Terri Hernan, Clarence Kruse, Steve Johnson and Bob Clark. 

Also, in attendance were Sacred Heart Finance Council Members Liz Stevens, Jim Wagner, Jason Elgin, 

Marsha Angell and Dave Mayer.  

Absent: Samantha Taets and Benson Hargens. 

Minutes of the September 29, 2020 Meeting: Terri made a motion and Steve seconded the motion to 

approve the minutes, and they were approved. 

Finance Council Discussion: Fr. Ray started the meeting by discussing Finance Council related issues. 

Farm Swap: Fr. Ray explained the terms of a Farm Swap Proposal we received from Dustin Balsley, by 

way of Kevin Kolbet. This proposal involves swapping the approximately 209 Acre Vols Farm, which we 

presently own, for an approximately 160 Acre Farm that Dustin recently purchased. In addition, this 

proposal includes us renting the 160 acres to Dustin for $275 per acre, for a period of 5 years after the 

swap is completed. The Balsley Family currently owns the land bordering the Vols Farm and would like 

to obtain it as the river pasture portion of it will work well with their cow-calf herd operation. The 

current value of the Vols 209 Acre Farm, with a CRS2 Rating of 70.3, is from 1.1 to 1.3 million dollars. 

The current value of the Balsley 160 Acre Farm, with a CRS2 Rating of 89.4, is from 1.5 to 1.6 million 

dollars. We talked about working toward possibly revising the cash rent portion of this proposal to be in 

line with average cash rentals paid on a year by year basis for this quality land. We talked about working 

with a Lawyer on this Farm Swap and receiving approval from the Archdiocese of Dubuque. A motion 

was made to move forward with pursuing this Farm Swap. Fr. Ray told us he would start by talking to 

Kevin Kolbet about the possibility of revising the Cash Rent Portion of this Proposal. Fr. Ray also told us 

Kevin Kolbet will not be accepting any fees for working with this Proposal. 

COVID-19 Pandemic: Fr. Ray told us that all Cerro Gordo County Catholic Churches are now closed to 

Parishioners and are Live Streaming Masses. He told us he doesn’t think we need to do this yet, but we 

will be implementing and/or recommending the following: 

• We will have limited singing, which Fr. Ray will announce prior to each Mass. 

• Parishioners having Family Members visiting for Thanksgiving will be encouraged to watch the 

Live Stream Masses from home Thanksgiving Weekend and the following weekend. Fr. Ray is 

looking for suggestions from us pertaining to how to tell Parishioners it is OK to watch Live 

Streaming Masses from home if they have visiting Family Members. 

Christmas Masses: The Christmas Mass Schedule will be as follows: 

• December 24, Christmas Eve, 4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church. 



• December 24, Christmas Eve, 6:00 p.m. at Visitation Church. 

• December 25, Christmas Day, 8:30 a.m. at Visitation Church. 

• December 25, Christmas Day, 10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church. 

We talked about the suggestion Fr. Ray received to have Parishioners make Reservations for the 

Christmas Masses but agreed this probably would not work. We also talked about providing Live 

Streaming of the Masses in the Sacred Heart Church Hall for any overflow of Parishioners we may have.  

Capital Campaign Letter: Fr. Ray gave us each a copy of a Draft Letter he is planning to send to each 

Sacred Heart Parishioner/Family by the end of November. In the letter, he explains where we are at with 

the “Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future” Capital Campaign. A Pledge Card will be included with 

each letter, which each Parishioner/Family will be asked to fill out and return. Fr. Ray also asked that we 

send him any Feedback we may have for his Letter. 

Other Business: We discussed the Annual Fee paid by Businesses/Parishioners to Advertise in the 

Weekly Church Bulletins. We agreed that because these Bulletins were not available for a period of time 

and because Parishioners who are watching Live Streaming Masses are not receiving them, we will not 

charge a Renewal Fee for this coming year. Although we will not be charging a Renewal Fee, we also 

agreed we would not turn down any Fees received regardless.   

Our Meeting Adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for February 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. at the St. Isidore Catholic Center in 

Osage. 

Respectfully submitted by Bob Clark, Secretary.      


