
 

Father Ray Burkle ...Covid-19 protocol at Mass beginning June 5-6 2021 
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Newsletter staff: Barbara Ann Brumm, Tammy Lamb, Annette Uker, Janice 
Schonrock, Marlys Rogers and Fr. Ray Burkle 

     Archbishop Michael Jackels has given permission to the local pastors, who in con-
sultation with their staff and parish councils, will now determine which covid-19 pro-
tocols they will have in place. 
     After speaking with many people, and getting all sorts of feedback, I realized that 
not everyone is on the same page, about what we should do come June. The range is 
from: 
- Removing all the ribbons, to removing none of them, and everywhere in between. 
- Require mask wearing, to not requiring them, and everywhere in between. 
- Using the missals, to not using the missals, and everywhere in between. 
     However, even with that being said, there is a majority that tends to agree on the 
main issues. Therefore, after lengthy time in prayer as well as much discussion and 
listening, I have decided on the following: 
1) Ribbons will be removed from some of the pews, thereby opening up sections for 

those who are comfortable sitting a bit closer together. 
a) At Sacred Heart, we’ll be removing the ribbons from the center aisle (pulpit side) 

with the exception, of leaving one pew ribboned off behind the handicap seats. 
b) At Visitation, we’ll be removing the ribbons from the front of the church on the pul-

pit side and from the back of the church on the south side. 
     With this, these sections are not designated vaccinated and unvaccinated.  Everyone 
will be allowed to sit where they are most comfortable. 
     If you decide to sit in the un-ribboned section, you are saying that you are comfort-
able with others sitting closer to you. But various households should still maintain 2-3 
feet distance from others. 
     If you decide to sit in the ribboned section, you are saying that you still want some 
distance from others (6 feet). 
2) Wearing of masks. In the past, wearing of masks at Mass was “strongly encour-

aged,” however, starting June 5-6 we have the following: 
a) Those who are fully vaccinated are still encouraged to wear a mask, although it will  
be up to their preference. 
b) Those not fully vaccinated are still strongly encouraged to wear a mask. 

3) Singing at Mass will remain with 2 verses of the opening and closing songs, howev-
er, we will start singing the responsorial psalm. 

4) We still encourage everyone to continue using the hand sanitizers when entering the 
church. 

     We ask that you please respect everyone’s choices. 
5) Beginning June 5-6, the Archbishop will be removing the dispensation for people 

from attending weekend Mass. 
a) However, those who are ill, as well as those caring for them, still have an automatic 

dispensation. 
b) Those who might not be comfortable coming back to Mass, perhaps a bit uneasy or 

having a fear of contracting covid-19, still have a dispensation. 
c) If your work prevents you from attending, you still have a dispensation. 
     Or as the Archbishop stated, “In short, there is no sin in missing the Sunday obliga-
tion if you would go if you could go, but you can’t for reasons outside your control.” 
     Here are some things that we are still looking at: 
1) During June, I will continue celebrating a 7:00pm Mass at Visitation on Saturday 

evenings. At this point, I’m not sure how many will be comfortable with some of 
the changes, so I’m still giving you options. 

2) I’ll continue live-streaming weekday and weekend Masses. However, the number of 
Masses being live-streamed may decrease. 

3) During June, I’ll continue doing morning and evening prayers. I’m not sure how 
much longer I’ll continue doing these. However, in June, the evening prayer will 
be done from Sacred Heart church, and if anyone would like to join in person, you 
are welcome to do so. 

     Please note:  These guidelines will be reviewed and are subject to change 
from week to week, as we continue to monitor the situation. 
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Social Justice 2nd Collections...by Msgr. John W. Hemann 
 

HOW TO BE A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
 

A lesson we can learn from the early Christian Community of believers. 
 

 “The Community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
 possessions was his own, but they had everything in common….There was no needy person 
 among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of 
 the sale, and put them at the feet of the Apostles, and they were distributed to each according 
 to need.”       Acts of the Apostles 4:32, 34 & 35 
 
What is required for the Fullness of Life in the Christian Community? 
Food, water, shelter, work, family, purpose, love—all of these are essential for life. This is why the Church, 
in her mission efforts, works to attend to these basic needs for all people. 
      
Some parish communities tithe a percentage of their monthly contributions, regularly, to the “needy”. Some 
parish communities perhaps will have a “second” collection, announced, for a special need once or twice a  
year. Other parish communities might invite the faithful to make a donation each month for a local or area 
need (a “go to fund”). There may be several other projects or ways which a parish community might encour-
age the members to share. 
 
The Christian tradition, following the Scriptures, has always understood that the Fullness of Life comes from 
being in a personal, sacramental relationship with Jesus. 
 
Christians, in their missionary work, try to meet basic needs of all people, proclaim and present Jesus to others 
as the source of the Fullness of Life. 

Social Justice // Catholic Social Teachings // 2nd Collections 
$1,667.50 2019 – January – Salvation Army 
$1,333.90 2019 – February – Souper Bowl 
$724.45 2019 – March – Relay for Life 
$950.50 2019 – April – CHWC and NCYC 
$2,962.80 2019 – May – Supplies for Steve Weis’ Haiti trip 
$1,094.75 2019 – June – Red Lake Indian Reservation 
$1,308.41 2019 – July – Crisis Intervention Service 
$2,422.10 2019 – August – Mission speaker 
$1,864.54   2019 – September – Baby Pantry in Mason City & Supplies 
$886.00 2019 – October – CROP Walk 
$944.47    2019 – November – Caring Pregnancy Center 
$1,737.73    2019 – December – Mitchell County Food Bank 
$1,191.00    2020 – January – Salvation Army 
$1,004.67    2020 – February – Souper Bowl of Caring 
$1,469.38 2020 – March – St. Stephen The Witness & St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Student Centers
        2020 – No collections April through September 
$140.00 2020 – October -CROP Hunger Walk 
$864.00 2020 – November – Guiding Star-Cedar Valley 
$596.00 2020 – December – Miracle Tree 
$875.75 2021 – January – Salvation Army 
$726.00 2021 – February – Souper Bowl of Caring-Osage, St. Ansgar, Stacyville Meals on Wheels 
$720.00 2021 – March – Northern Lights Alliance 
$780.00 2021 – April – St. Isidore Youth Group 
$630.00 2021 – May – Sister Water Project (as of May 23) 
If you have a Social Justice cause that you would like as one of the 2nd collections, please contact Annette in 
the office. 
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First Communion...by Barbara Ann Brumm and Tammy Lamb 

Fr. Burkle, Maci Malmin, Deb Popp 

Maycie Jones, Kamryn Wagner, McKenna Kuper 
Deb Popp, Fr. Burkle 

Abby Franzen, Alexa Mayer, Taryn Goergen, 
Gage Adams, Fr. Burkle 

Vera Rogerson 

Fr. Burkle, Lane Smith 
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Confirmation...by Tammy Lamb 

Congratulations to our Confirmation Candidates who 
received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit from Fr. Raymond 
Burkle during weekend Masses of April 17 & 18. May 
the power of the Holy Spirit guide you as you become 
strong Disciples of Christ. We extend a sincere thank 
you to the Catechists, Sponsors and Parents for their 
hard work, dedication, patience and commitment to the 
program. We all enjoyed being part of your students’ 
growth in the faith. 

(left to right) Front row: Katelynn Huebsch, Jaden Francis, Anna Wynohrad, Maci Juenger, Kadence Gerbig, 
Ashley Koenigs, Lia Wagner, Tammy Lamb (Youth Group Director) 
Second row: Ashton Sonberg, Devon Swenson, Cade Machin, Connor Mehmen, Drew Tusler, Trevor Frein, 
Ira Keck, William Knowlton 
Back Row: Father Burkle, Vince Morische (Confirmation Catechist) 
 
These candidates had their Confirmation on April 17. 

Azure Christensen, Father Burkle, Brooklyn 
Halbach, Tammy Lamb 
 
These candidates had their Confirmation on 
April 18. 
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2021 Graduating High School Seniors...by Tammy Lamb 

Kira Baldus, Tori Kulow, 
Taylor Hanna, and Lauren Bork  

Congratulations to all our 2021 graduating high 
school seniors! Many blessings in all your 
future endeavors from the St. Isidore Catholic 
Community. 

Ellie Bobinet, Spencer Krabbe, Eric Bobinet, Cael Krukow, Fr. Burkle 
Paige Kisley, Alexis Jones, Hannah Koch, Grace Mallory 

Jadie Frein (not pictured).  
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St. Isidore Faith Formation Students enjoy reading... Barbara Ann Brumm Tammy Lamb 

May is the Month of Mary. 
For more than 300 years, Catholics have designated May to be the month of Mary, a special time to honor the 
mother of Jesus for her gift to the world. The tradition developed out of customs dating back to medieval 

times, when May was a time of 
devotions in honor of the cross 
and the new life it brings. Char-
acteristic of May devotions is the 
May Altar, whether in a church 
or as a "house altar" in the home. 
Marian devotions such as the ro-
sary may take place within the 
family around a home altar con-
sisting of a table with a Marian 
picture, candles, and decorated 
with many May flowers. Gradu-
ating high school seniors and one 
of our First Communicants enjoy 
photos with Mary at Visitation 
Church. 

Nicholas and Samantha Perry, twins that have just moved to the fic-
tional town of Hope Springs, Colorado, are likable and relatable kids 
who reflect the sensibilities and struggles of being Catholic in their 
small, quirky town. This series presented the adventures of the twins, 
their family, their friends, and the people they encounter at school, 
church, and in town, as they played out their Faith at St. Clare of Assisi 
Catholic Church and School, with their neighborhood friends, and in 
the many recognizable circumstances that make the teachings of the 
Church come alive. The series also presented Catholic culture easily 
and normally, and provided opportunities for readers to think about the 
consequences of words and actions. # 1 Perfect Gifts; # 2 Hidden 
Treasures; # 3 The Best Advent Ever; # 4 Trouble with Lent; # 5 A 
World of Wonder; and # 6 A View from the Top. 

The St. Isidore Faith Formation students have 
now received and enjoyed reading the complete 
6 book series The Adventures of Nick & Sam, by 
author Paul Mc Cusker, from Augustine Insti-
tute. The series was perfect as a read-along expe-
rience, teaching kids to read while also giving 
parents and children a chance to talk about the 
Faith, through story and true-to-life adventures. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_altar
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Beautiful cross 
Lenten project 

Visitation Faith Formation...Barb Brumm   

 
Visitation First Grade children created Holy Spirit headbands to help them think of how the disciples felt 
when the Holy Spirit arrived as tongues of Fire. First graders learned that Pentecost marks the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ promise to the new Church and to us. God sent the Holy Spirit as a gift to the apostles and to all of us so 
we can go out and share our gifts with others through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our link 
to Jesus. We are filled with the Holy Spirit at our Baptism. We ask the Holy Spirit to give us courage to do 
what is right, to give us peace, to joyfully share God’s message with others and to fill our hearts with the fire 
of His love. Come, Holy Spirit! 

Shoe Drive – Huge Success! 
 
A huge THANK YOU to the parishioners, community, and businesses for the outpouring support for our Shoe 
Drive. Without your help, we would not have surpassed our goal of 100 bags of shoes. In total, we collected 
115 bags of shoes!! FANTASTIC! 
We received $1408. Thank You for supporting this fundraiser. 
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“For me to love you, Lord, as you love me, I would have to borrow your love.” 
St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

Litany to St. Joseph 
 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
God our Father in heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Mary, pray for us. 
 
St. Joseph, pray for us. 
Noble son of the House of David, pray for us. 
Light of the Patriarchs, pray for us. 
Husband of the Mother of God, pray for us. 
Guardian of the Virgin, pray for us. 
Foster father of the Son of God, pray for us. 
Faithful guardian of Christ, pray for us. 
Head of the Holy Family, pray for us. 
Joseph, chaste and just, pray for us. 
Joseph, prudent and brave, pray for us. 
Joseph, obedient and loyal, pray for us. 
Pattern of patience, pray for us. 
Lover of poverty, pray for us. 
Model of workers, pray for us. 
Example to parents, pray for us. 
Guardian of virgins, pray for us. 
Pillar of family life, pray for us. 
Comfort of the troubled, pray for us. 
Hope of the sick, pray for us. 
Patron of the dying, pray for us. 
Terror of evil spirits, pray for us. 
Protector of the Church, pray for us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
 
God made him master of his household, and put him in charge of all that he owned. 
 
Let us pray. O God, who in your inexpressible providence were pleased to choose Saint Joseph as spouse of the 
most holy Mother of your Son, grant, we pray, that we, who revere him as our protector on earth, may be worthy 
of his heavenly intercession. Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Sacred Heart Church Fundraiser at the 21st Annual Autumn Artistry on Saturday, September 18, 2021, in 
Osage. 
Sacred Heart will have a booth. We encourage you to donate hand-made items to be sold in our booth. You 
have a few months to complete your project! Or maybe you have something already made. Please call Annette 
at 732-4342 to discuss the item/s that you would like to donate so that we can begin a list of items. You may 
drop your items off at the church office, with a price tag attached, from September 1-15. The committee will 
take the items to the booth and will sell. 
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Summer Saints...by Janice Schonrock 

SAINT JOSEPH THE WORKER 
     MAY 1st is the Feast Day of St. Joseph, the Worker. You probably know that on December 8, 2020, Pope 
Francis issued an Apostolic Letter entitled “With a Father’s Heart” declaring The Year of St. Joseph from that 
date till December 8, 2021. This is in celebration of the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being proclaimed 
“Patron of the Universal Church.”  
     Vatican News reports, “Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, 
an obedient father, an accepting father, a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the 
shadows.” Can you think of times you have seen these attributes in St. Joseph when reading the Bible or listen-
ing to scripture read at Mass? How can his example apply to your life, not just you fathers, but all of us. We 
can pray to St. Joseph and ask for his intercession to be more loving, obedient or courageous. Spend time with 
him in prayer, get to know him better, become his friend. 
     If you would like to read Pope Francis’s letter, just Google it. It is very interesting and an Easy read! 
There is a new book out by Father Boniface Hicks called “THROUGH THE HEART OF ST. JOSEPH”.  To 
quote Christopher West of Theology of the Body Institute, “Contrary to certain hyper-pious theories, Father 
Boniface portrays St. Joseph in his red-blooded humanity as a passionate spouse and tender father who is the 
vigorous head and strong protector of the Holy Family.” 
     I read the “sample” Kindle version and found it very readable and helped me understand and love St. Jo-
seph more. I liked this book and plan to buy it. 
     If you would like to do a “CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH” there is a book by Father Donald Calloway 
that is a 33 day program. He uses the Litany of St. Joseph as a kind of guide for each day, then adds more in 
depth study. I like the way Father writes in a conversational tone.  I got my book on Amazon. 
St. Joseph, pray for us! 
Questions:  How many times are St. Joseph’s words recorded in the Bible? 
                    How many times does an angel visit St. Joseph? 
                    St. Joseph’s name was finally inserted into the first Eucharistic  
                       Prayer in 1962.  When was it added to Eucharistic Prayers II,III,              
                       and IV? 
 
 
 
 
FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
 
     JUNE 11th is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. There is evidence that there were devotions to the 
Heart of Jesus by saints as far back as the 11th century. But, a Visitation nun in France named Sister Margaret 
Mary Alacoque had visions of Jesus asking her to be an Apostle of His Sacred Heart in the 1600’s. At this time 
the church stressed fear of God and reception of the Holy Eucharist infrequently. In Sister Margaret Mary’s 
visions, Jesus told her of His love for everyone, but he was sad because souls were not showing him love with 
gratitude and contrition! For a time, no one would believe her when she told them about these visits from Jesus 
and Mary. They said she was either a liar or mentally ill. She suffered greatly because of this, but the visions 
continued. Jesus asked her to request permission to get up at 11:00 and go to the chapel and make a Holy Hour 
each Thursday and then receive Holy Communion on the First Friday of each month. The Mother Superior re-
fused at first but finally relented after seeing how distressed Sister Margaret Mary became. However, because 
the other sisters objected and an evaluation by some visiting theologians who said she was delusional, Mother 
denied this privilege again. Finally, a new priest came to the area and became Confessor for the Monastery. He 
gave excellent sermons and noticed Sister Margaret Mary through the grill during Mass. He asked for permis-
sion to visit with her after hearing confessions, but Mother refused saying he could only hear her confes-
sion. Father saw something very troubling in Sister and asked about it in the confessional. She hesitated at first 
but finally told her story. He believed her and told the Mother Superior that she was interfering with God’s 
work in this saintly young Sister. Life was easier for Sister Margaret Mary after this but many still didn’t be-
lieve her. Father was transferred eventually to England where he spread the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart. Eventually, the devotion was spread by the Visitation Sisters and the Jesuit Fathers. It wasn’t until 1899 
that Pope Leo XIII directed that the whole world was to be consecrated to the Divine Heart of Jesus. This was 
done on June 11th that year.                                                                                               (continued on Page 10) 
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Summer Saints (continued...by Janice Schonrock 
 
FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS (continued) 
Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque had many visions over a period of about 18 months. During this time, Jesus 
made 12 promises to those who practice this devotion to His Sacred Heart. The last 4 being:   
9. “I will bless the houses in which the image of My Sacred Heart shall be exposed and honored.” 
10. “I will give to priests the power of moving the most hardened hearts.” 
11. “Persons who propagate this devotion shall have their names inscribed in My Heart, and they shall never 
be effaced from It.” 
12. “The all powerful love of my heart will grant to all those who shall receive communion on the first Friday 
of nine consecutive months the grace of final repentance; they shall not die under my displeasure, nor without 
receiving the sacraments; my heart shall be their assured refuge at the last hour.” 
 
     Personal Story: Sometime in the Mid-1950’s I remember coming home from Cate-
chism class and telling my parents we Needed to get a picture of The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus to put on the wall in our home. Why? Because Father Conroy was visiting all 
the homes in the parish and consecrating them to The Sacred Heart and had asked us 
to get one if we didn’t already have one. We didn’t, so when they went to Osage for 
groceries the next Saturday Mom went to Walker’s Gift Shop and purchased 
one. Father did come and the picture hung on that living room wall until Mom passed 
away. I now have it on My living room wall. 
     I also have a set of Sacred Heart of Jesus and Sacred Heart of Mary wall plaques 
given as a wedding gift to Maurice and me from Father Conroy and Father Reuter in 
1962.  
And a set of Sacred Heart pictures from my oldest brother and sister-in-law (to be) 
which were a wedding gift, too! 

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA 
 
     JULY 14th is the Feast day of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, also known as “Lily of the Mohawks”. Kateri was the 
first Native American saint in the United States and Canada. Her mother was a (Christian) Algonquin and her 
father was a Mohawk chief. Their village was located in the upstate New York area. When she was about 4 
years old her village had an outbreak of smallpox. (Pandemic of their day) Many died including her parents 
and younger brother. She survived, but was left with a scarred face and damaged eyesight. As she grew older 
she would wear a scarf over much of her face to hide the scars. The name Tekakwitha means “she who bumps 
into things” probably given to her because of her impaired eyesight. After her parents death, she went to live 
with an uncle who succeeded her father as chief of the Mohawks. Because of a peace treaty he had to let the 
“Blackrobes” Jesuit missionaries live in their village. Kateri eventually took steps to be converted and was 
Baptized with the name “Catherine”(Kateri). She was treated poorly because of her conversion, holy life and 
her refusal to marry. One of the priests suggested she leave this village. She walked 200 miles to a Christian 
Indian Village near Montreal, Canada. Here she learned her faith and grew in holiness. At 23 she took a vow of 
virginity, an unusual act for an Indian woman, since Indian women were dependent on a man for support. She 
would go to the woods to pray each day. Then, on a trip to Montreal she learned of a group of religious women 
living in a convent and wanted to start one. But, a priest discouraged her because of her health. She accepted 
this ordinary life, but she continued to practice extreme fasting and penance for the conversion of her nation. 
She made small wooden crosses and placed them on the trees in the forest as reminders for her to pray. Kateri 
would teach the children of the village about Jesus and take care of the sick. 
     Kateri died on the Wednesday of Holy Week when she was only 24 years old. Witnesses said her last words 
were, ”Jesus I love you!” Soon after she died it is said her face became clear as a child’s and all trace of the 
pockmarks disappeared. She was Canonized in 2012.   
Pray for us St. Kateri Tekakwitha. 
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Summer Saints (continued)...by Janice Schonrock 
 
ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
 
     AUGUST 23rd is the Feast day of St. Rose of Lima. She was born to Spanish Colonists in Lima, Peru. Her 
parents gave her the name of Isabel when she was baptized, but soon after an Incan housemaid remarked that 
her face was as lovely as a Rose. So, the family, relatives and friends called her Rose from then on. When she 
was confirmed, she officially took the name Rose and when canonized that name was also given to her. She 
was the first person canonized a saint from the New World, the Americas. 
     Rose’s family was quite wealthy and she grew up in a large villa with a very large garden in back. Because 
of their wealth and Rose’s beauty, her family expected her to marry into wealth, also. But, Rose had other 
plans, she wanted to become a nun. To her family this was unacceptable. Soon, they were inviting potential 
suitors to the house. Rose discouraged them by rubbing her face with pepper to make her skin red and rough 
and also cut her beautiful long hair. In time, men stopped coming. 
     Rose was determined and didn’t give up her dream of becoming a nun. There was much arguing about the 
subject. Finally, they reached a compromise, one that her favorite saint, Catherine of Sienna, had also made 
with her parents. She was allowed to join the 3rd Order of St. Dominic. She took vows, would wear the nuns 
habit, but not allowed to live in the cloistered convent. She lived with her parents, but soon had her brother 
help her build a small shed in the garden where she could spend time alone in prayer and perform acts of pen-
ance for atonement of sins. It is said that she would wear a metal crown with thorn-like prongs in imitation of 
Christ’s crown of thorns. To keep this practice hidden from her mother, she would entwine roses through the 
crown covering the metal spikes. Most pictures of St. Rose show her with this crown of Roses. 
     When her family came upon hard times, Rose would sell produce and flowers from the garden. She also did 
lace making and embroidery work to help the family financially. This got her out into the community where 
she began to see the many sick children and elderly. She convinced her parents to let her use one of the rooms 
in the villa as a sort of clinic where she could take care of the sick and elderly. 
     She also spent time each day in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and received Holy Communion daily. 
Rose was especially known for her piety and chastity! She died at age 31. 
     You can find more about her story online as well as videos and books. 
St. Rose of Lima was canonized in 1671. 
St. Rose of Lima, pray for us. 

                Summer Youth Program – Totus Tuus  
 
 
            FREE WILL DONATION — NO REGISTRATION FEE  
 
 
 
 

 
TOTUS TUUS (Totally Yours), a summer catechetical youth program, is being held at Sacred Heart. The 
grade school program (grades 1-6) runs Monday-Friday, June 14-18, 2021, 9:00am - 2:30pm. The day in-
cludes catechetical instruction, daily Mass, songs, games, and recess. The middle and high school program 
(grades 7-12) runs Sunday-Thursday, June 13-17, 2021, 7:00pm - 9:00pm. 
 
TOTUS TUUS combines catechesis and having FUN!!! The youthfulness and energy of the teachers is conta-
gious; come out and join us!!! Registration is available through the Faith Formation Centers at Visitation or at 
Sacred Heart or available at the St. Isidore Cluster office. 
 
Contact Barb Brumm at 641-710-2441 if you would like more information or if you would like to volunteer. 
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The Church Environment at Sacred Heart...by Marlys Rogers 

Seasons and Special Days 
 
What do we mean by the “environment”? Think of the sanctuary decorated with flowers, banners, statues, etc.  
Also think of the gathering space or narthex. It, too, is decorated in a meaningful way, in keeping with the sea-
sons and special days of the liturgical year. Next Saturday or Sunday take a closer look. You may discover 
more about the environment’s supporting role in praising God, drawing attention to the altar and enhancing the 
liturgy. 
 
There are 6 seasons – Advent, Christmas, Lent, Sacred Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday), Easter, and Ordinary Time, which are divided into two sections. One span covers the 4-8 weeks af-
ter Christmas Time, and the other lasts about 6 months following Easter Time, continuing until Advent begins. 
 
This year, as we begin the month of June, we enter Ordinary Time. The primary color is green, which symbol-
izes “anticipation and hope in the resurrection of Christ”, and “the hope and life of each new day”. In the sanc-
tuary we might find green in the banners, pulpit scarf, altar coverings, background fabrics, and the leaves of 
plants and flowers. Similarly, in the Narthex, look for green. 
 
During the Easter season just passed, when the primary colors were white and gold, the lilies were jubilant 
(after their poor showing on Easter itself). Pastel flowers were added to lend more color to the scene – yellow 
ones in front of the pulpit, and a mixture of colors lining the “stream” flowing from the urn at the right of the 
sanctuary. On the altar – a white cloth from Poland, decorated with beautiful gold embroidery. 
 
First Communion is an example of a special day, celebrated this year during the Easter season. You may recall 
a change in décor featuring a display in front of the altar of the elements of the Eucharist – a vessel for wine, 
clusters of red and green grapes, a variety of breads, and a stand of wheat. 
 
At Pentecost the primary color is a rich red. It was found, among other places, in pots of geraniums and two 
banners with gold outlining the paraclete. Red symbolizes the “fiery flames that descended upon the apostles” 
and the sometimes “bloody deaths and sufferings of the apostles and martyrs”. 
 
Decorating 
 
Our new church is arranged to bring people closer to the sanctuary, while seated and at Communion. For the 
decorator, this means people will be closer to the décor as well. Colors used can be pastel or more intense, as 
the colors of the church backdrop are neutral. This backdrop also sets off the beautiful stained glass windows. 
 
The new church calls in general for a certain treatment of fabric – with more straight lines in a tailored style.  
Decoration needs to be more centralized as it is placed with the camera in mind. The hope is that most of it is 
visible to those viewing by computer. 
 
Something new has recently been added to the narthex. Helen and Jim Gerdes donated a glass front display 
case that now houses sacred vessels. These were used at Sacred Heart in the past, or were given in commemo-
ration of an event. The case is located near the seating area by the fireplace. 
 
Ideas and Materials 
 
How do our environmentalists get their ideas? Albums of pictures of past displays are invaluable. Other Cath-
olic churches offer some inspiration, as do searches of the internet.  
 
Except at Christmas and Easter, in general, many to most of the flowers and plants are artificial. This is cost-
effective, and necessary for the plants because there is very little natural lighting. Artificial flowers and ban-
ners are purchased from catalogues and stores.  Many wonderful additions are donated. 
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The Church Environment at Sacred Heart (continued)...by Marlys Rogers 

Liturgical colors and their meanings 
 
The different colors are drawn from creation to remind those participating in liturgy of the different blessings 
of God. A brief summary of their usage, according to the church year, follows: 
 
WHITE—light, innocence, purity, joy, triumph, glory 
 Season of Christmas       All Saints ( November 1) 
 Season of Easter       Feasts of the Apostles 
 Feasts of the Lord, other than of His passion    Nuptial Masses 
 Feasts of Mary, the angels, and saints who were not martyrs Masses for the dead 
 
RED—the Passion, blood, fire, God’s love, martyrdom 
 Feasts of the Lord’s passion, Blood, and Cross   Feasts of the martyrs 
 Palm Sunday        Pentecost 
 
VIOLET—penance, humility, melancholy 
 Season of Advent    Ember Days (except for Pentecost Ember Days) 
 Season of Suptuagesima   Vigils except for Ascension and Pentecost 
 Season of Lent 
 Rogation Days 
 
GREEN—the Holy Ghost, life eternal, hope 
 Time After Epiphany    Time After Pentecost 
 
BLACK—mourning, sorrow (optional usage) 
 All Souls Day     Masses for the dead 
 
ROSE—joy (optional usage) 
 Gaudete Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent)  Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 
GOLD—joy (optional usage) 
 Gold can replace white, red, or green (but not violet or black) 

While donations are greatly appreciated, a call went out for them in the recent past, and it was well-received.  
No donations are needed at this time. 
 
As volunteers unpacked the old church, long-lost treasures came to light. Some of them can be found in the 
display cabinet in the narthex. Others will eventually appear in displays. 
 
The new church features a decorator’s dream – a big storage room with double doors and built-in shelves.  
Large, labeled totes hold garlands, fabrics, flowers, and all kinds of other materials. There is a small wagon for 
transporting items to their destinations. 
 
Staff 
 
Linda Stefl and Deb Popp design and construct our Church Environment. Delores Poohl assists by caring for 
fresh flowers and real plants. Jim Stefl helps, too. Linda credits him with hanging things requiring climbing.  
Minerva Wagner takes responsibility for laundry and ironing. Many other volunteers have helped in the pre-
pandemic past, and hopefully they can soon return. We say a heartfelt thank you to them all. 
 
Watch for more about the Environment staff in our next newsletter. 
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June Feast Days  
 
June 6—Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)  
     The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also known as the Solemnity of Corpus 
Christi, which translates from Latin to "Body of Christ." This feast originated in France in the midthirteenth 
century and was extended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the 
Thursday following the Trinity Sunday or, as in the USA, on the Sunday following that feast. 
     This feast calls us to focus on two manifestations of the Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the Church. 
The primary purpose of this feast is to focus our attention on the Eucharist. The opening prayer at Mass calls 
our attention to Jesus' suffering and death and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist. 
     At every Mass our attention is called to the Eucharist and the Real Presence of Christ in it. The secondary 
focus of this feast is upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church. The Church is called the Body of 
Christ because of the intimate communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses this in the gos-
pels by using the metaphor of a body in which He is the head. This image helps keep in focus both the unity 
and the diversity of the Church. 
     The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity for public Eucharistic processions, which 
serves as a sign of common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body and Blood calls us to offer 
to God our Father a pledge of undivided love and an offering of ourselves to the service of others. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

June 11—Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
June 12—The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
In the Catholic Church, the month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This great feast in the 
Church is always celebrated on the octave day of Corpus Christi, the feast which celebrates the Body and 
Blood of Christ. Corpus Christi falls on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday (which itself falls on the Sunday 
after Pentecost), which means the feast of the Sacred Heart falls nineteen days after Pentecost Sunday. The 
following day is the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so these two devotions to the hearts of Jesus and 
Mary are side-by-side on the liturgical calendar. 
 
Devotion to Jesus' Sacred Heart is perhaps the most popular in the Church today, and it had its beginning in 
17th century France. In 1672, Christ appeared to a French Visitation nun, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. Over a 
series of visits, Our Lord revealed to St. Margaret Mary the importance of devotion to His Sacred Heart. He 
asked that His heart, wounded on the cross and continually wounded by ingratitude of men for his sacrifice for 
them, be venerated and adored as an embodiment of His Divine mercy and love. 
 
Jesus especially asked that all people go to Confession and receive Holy Communion often, especially on the 
First Friday of each month, and that reparation be made for sins committed against His Sacred Heart and the 
Holy Eucharist. He also requested that the Church observe a feast day specifically for the purpose of this repa-
ration. In 1856, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart was officially added to the liturgical calendar. 
 

 
12 Promises of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
1. I will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life. 
2. I will establish peace in their homes. 
3. I will comfort them in all their afflictions. 
4. I will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in death. 
5. I will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings. 
6. Sinners will find in my Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy. 
7. Lukewarm souls shall become fervent. 
8. Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection. 
9. I will bless every place in which an image of my Heart is exposed and honored. 
10. I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts. 
11. Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their names written in my Heart. 
12. I promise you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that my all-powerful love will grant to all those who 
receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive months the grace of final perseverance; 
they shall not die in my disgrace, nor without receiving their sacraments. My divine Heart shall be their safe 
refuge in this last moment. 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/sacred-heart-of-jesus-c2520/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/immaculate-heart-of-mary-c2820/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-margaret-mary-c631/
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June Feast Days (continued) 

 

Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart  (To be prayed on nine consecutive days) 

Divine Jesus, You have said, “Ask and you shall receive; seek and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened 
to you.” Behold me kneeling at Your feet, filled with a lively faith and confidence in the promises dictated by 
Your Sacred Heart to Saint Margaret Mary. I come to ask this favor: (Mention your request). 

To whom can I turn if not to You, Whose Heart is the source of all graces and merits? Where should I seek if 
not in the treasure which contains all the riches of Your kindness and mercy? Where should I knock if not at 
the door through which God gives Himself to us and through which we go to God? I have recourse to You, 
Heart of Jesus. In You I find consolation when afflicted, protection when persecuted, strength when burdened 
with trials, and light in doubt and darkness. 

Dear Jesus, I firmly believe that You can grant me the grace I implore, even though it should require a miracle. 
You have only to will it and my prayer will be granted. I admit that I am most unworthy of Your favors, but 
this is not a reason for me to be discouraged. You are the God of mercy, and You will not refuse a contrite 
heart. Cast upon me a look of mercy, I beg of You, and Your kind Heart will find in my miseries and weakness 
a reason for granting my prayer. 

Sacred Heart, whatever may be Your decision with regard to my request, I will never stop adoring, loving, 
praising, and serving You. My Jesus, be pleased to accept this my act of perfect resignation to the decrees of 
Your adorable Heart, which I sincerely desire may be fulfilled in and by me and all Your creatures forever. 

Grant me the grace for which I humbly implore You through the Immaculate Heart of Your most sorrowful 
Mother. You entrusted me to her as her child, and her prayers are all-powerful with You. 

Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

June 24—The Solemnity of the Nativity of John the Baptist 
 
On June 24th every year, we celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Nativity of John the Baptist. This is a rare event in the liturgi-
cal calendar of the church. There are only two other times we 
celebrate a nativity in the church’s calendar year. Everyone 
knows that we celebrate Jesus’s birth at Christmas, but we also 
celebrate the Virgin Mary’s birth on September the 8th every 
year too. 
 
All three were born without sin. Yes, you heard this correctly.  
Most people know that Jesus and Mary were conceived with-
out sin, and therefore born without sin, but a lot of people do 
not know that the Catholic church teaches that Saint John the 
Baptist was born without sin too. How is that? It is because 
Christ sanctified him while John was still in the womb. When 
Mary visited Elizabeth, John the Baptist acknowledged him as the son of God, even before he was born. 
 
The scriptures for Mass on this day talk about the sacredness of human life, even before birth. The prophet 
Isaiah wrote: 
“The Lord called me from birth, from my mother’s womb he gave me my name…..For now the Lord has spo-
ken who formed me as his servant from the womb.” 

http://www.acatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Naming-of-John-the-Baptist1.jpg
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July 4 Independence Day /// Prayers for Our Nation 
 
 

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty 
 
O God our Creator, 
 
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, 
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world, 
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel 
to every corner of society. 
 
We ask you to bless us 
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. 
Give us the strength of mind and heart 
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened; 
give us courage in making our voices heard 
on behalf of the rights of your Church 
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith. 
 
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, 
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters 
gathered in your Church 
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation, 
so that, with every trial withstood 
and every danger overcome-- 
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, 
and all who come after us-- 
this great land will always be "one nation, under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, pray for us.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Prayer for the Nation 
 
Almighty God, You have given us this good land for our heritage. We humbly ask You that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of Your favor and glad to do Your will. Bless our land with honorable en-
deavor, sound learning and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arro-
gance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties and fashion into one united people the multitude brought 
here out of many nations and tongues. Endow with the Spirit of wisdom those to whom in Your Name we en-
trust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to 
Your law we may show forth Your praise among the nations on earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble do not allow our trust in You to fail. Amen. 
 
~~ by Thomas Jefferson, taken from "Prayers for Today," published by Leaflet Missal Company  
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August Feast Days 
 
August 6—Transfiguration of the Lord 
 
10 Things You Need to Know About Jesus’ Transfiguration 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord is hard to understand. Why did it happen? What did it mean? 
 
1. What does the word “transfiguration” mean? 
The word “transfiguration” comes from the Latin roots trans- (“across”) and figura (“form, shape”). It thus 
signifies a change of form or appearance. 
This is what happened to Jesus in the event known as the Transfiguration: His appearance changed and be-
came glorious. 
Before looking at the Transfiguration itself, it's important that we look at what happened immediately before it 
in Luke's Gospel. 
  
2. What happened right before the Transfiguration? 
In Luke 9:27, at the end of a speech to the twelve apostles, Jesus adds, enigmatically: There are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God. 
This has often been taken as a prophecy that the end of the world would occur before the first generation of 
Christians died out. 
The phrase “kingdom of God” can also refer to other things, though, including the Church — the outward ex-
pression of God's invisible kingdom. 
The kingdom is embodied in Christ himself and thus might be “seen” if Christ were to manifest it in an unusu-
al way, even in his own earthly life. 
  
3. Did such a manifestation occur? 
Yes, and it is the very next thing that Luke relates: the Transfiguration. 
Pope Benedict states that it has been... 
...convincingly argued that the placing of this saying immediately before the Transfiguration clearly relates it 
to this event. 
Some—that is to say, the three disciples who accompany Jesus up the mountain—are promised that they will 
personally witness the coming of the Kingdom of God 'in power.' 
On the mountain the three of them see the glory of God’s Kingdom shining out of Jesus. On the mountain they 
are overshadowed by God’s holy cloud. On the mountain—in the conversation of the transfigured Jesus with 
the Law and the Prophets—they realize that the true Feast of Tabernacles has come. On the mountain they 
learn that Jesus himself is the living Torah, the complete Word of God. On the mountain they see the 'power' 
(dynamis) of the Kingdom that is coming in Christ (Jesus of Nazareth, vol. 1, p. 317). 
We thus may have the key to understanding Jesus' mysterious statement just before the Transfiguration. He 
wasn't talking about the end of the world. He was talking about this. 
In fact, Luke notes that the Transfiguration took place “about eight days after these sayings,” thus stressing its 
proximity to them and suggesting that it was the fulfillment of this  saying, concerning the fact that some of 
them would see the kingdom of God. Mark gives a different number of days, saying it was “after six 
days” (Mark 9:2), but these both approximate a week. 
  
4. Who witnessed the Transfiguration? 
The three who are privileged to witness the event are Peter, James, and John, the three core disciples. (Andrew 
was not there or not included.) 
The fact that Jesus only allowed three of his disciples to witness the event may have sparked the discussion 
which swiftly ensued about which of the disciples was the greatest (Luke 9:46).  
  
5. Where did the Transfiguration take place? 
Luke states that Jesus took the three “on the mountain to pray.” 
This mountain is often thought to be Mt. Tabor in Israel, but none of the gospels identify it precisely. 
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August Feast Days (continued) 
 
Transfiguration of the Lord (continued) 
 
6. Why did the Transfiguration take place? 
The Catechism explains it this way: 
Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion: the ascent onto 
the 'high mountain' prepares for the ascent to Calvary. 
Christ, Head of the Church, manifests what his Body contains and radiates in the sacraments: ‘the hope of glo-
ry’ [CCC 568]. 
  
7. What does Luke (in particular) tell us about this event? 
Luke mentions several details about the event that the other evangelists do not: 

• He notes that this happened while Jesus was praying. 

• He mentions that Peter and his companions “were heavy with sleep, and when they wakened they saw his 
glory and the two men who stood with him.” 

• He mentions that Peter made his suggestion to put up booths as Moses and Elijah were departing. 
  
8. Why do Moses and Elijah appear on the mountain? 
Moses and Elijah represent the two principal components of the Old Testament: the Law and the Prophets. 
Moses was the giver of the Law, and Elijah was considered the greatest of the prophets. 
The fact that these two figures “spoke of his departure, which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem” illustrates 
that the Law and the Prophets point forward to the Messiah and his sufferings. 
This foreshadows Jesus' own explanation, on the road to Emmaus, of the Scriptures pointing to himself (cf. 
Luke 24:27, 32). 
  
9. Why was Peter’s suggestion misguided? 
The fact that Peter's suggestion occurs when Moses and Elijah are preparing to depart reveals a desire to pro-
long the experience of glory. This means Peter is focusing on the wrong thing. 
The experience of the Transfiguration is meant to point forward to the sufferings Jesus is about to experi-
ence. It is meant to strengthen the disciples faith, revealing to them in a powerful way the divine hand that is at 
work in the events Jesus will undergo. This is why Moses and Elijah have been speaking “about his departure, 
which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem.” 
Peter misses the point and wants to stay on the mountain, contrary to the message the two heavenly visitors 
have been expounding. 
As a seeming rebuke of this, a theophany occurs: “A cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen 
to him!’” 
  
10. What can we learn from this event? 
The Transfiguration was a special event in which God allowed certain apostles to have a privileged spiritual 
experience that was meant to strengthen their faith for the challenges they would later endure. But it was only 
a temporary event. It was not meant to be permanent. 
In the same way, at certain times in this life, God may give certain members of the faithful (not all of the faith-
ful, all the time), special experiences of his grace that strengthen their faith. 
We should welcome these experiences for the graces they are, but we should not expect them to continue in-
definitely, nor should we be afraid or resentful when they cease. 
They may have been meant only as momentary glimpses of the joy of heaven to sustain us as we face the chal-
lenges of this life, to help strengthen us on the road that will--ultimately--bring us into the infinite and endless 
joy of heaven. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pages 14 through 21—Information about the Feast Days in June and August were taken from Family 
Matters. These Feast Days, along with Saints and Family activities, can be found at dbqarch.org. Click 
on “Departments” at the top of the webpage, then go to “Marriage and Family Life”. The second topic is 
“Family Matters Newsletters”. You do not need to subscribe; editions are posted. 
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August Feast Days (continued) 
 
August 15—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
August 15th is the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary. 
In the United States, it is a holy day of obligation (in years when it does not fall on a Saturday or Monday). 
What is the Assumption of Mary, how did it come to be defined, and what relevance does it have for our lives? 
Here are 12 things to know and share... 
  
1) What is the Assumption of Mary? 
The Assumption of Mary is the teaching that: 
The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory [Pius XII, Munificentissimus Deus 44]. 
 
2) What level of authority does this teaching have? 
This teaching was infallibly defined by Pope Pius XII on Nov. 1, 1950 in the bull Munificentissimus De-
us (Latin, “Most Bountiful God”). 
As Pius XII explained, this is “a divinely revealed dogma” (ibid.). 
This means that it is a dogma in the proper sense. It is thus a matter of faith that has been divinely revealed by 
God and that has been infallibly proposed by the Magisterium of the Church as such. 
 
 3) Does that mean it is an “ex cathedra” statement and that we have to believe it? 
Yes. Since it is a dogma defined by the pope (rather than by an ecumenical council, for example), it is also an 
“ex cathedra” statement (one delivered “from the chair” of Peter). 
Because it is infallibly defined, it calls for the definitive assent of the faithful. 
Pope John Paul II explained: 
The definition of the dogma, in conformity with the universal faith of the People of God, definitively excludes 
every doubt and calls for the express assent of all Christians [General Audience, July 2, 1997]. 
Note that all infallibly defined teachings are things we are obliged to believe, even if they aren’t defined “ex 
cathedra” (by the pope acting on his own). 
The bishops of the world teaching in union with the pope (either in an ecumenical council or otherwise) can 
also infallibly define matters, but these aren’t called “ex cathedra” since that term refers specifically to the ex-
ercise of the pope’s authority as the successor of St. Peter. (It’s Peter’s cathedra or “chair” that symbolizes the 
pope’s authority.) 
 
4) Does the dogma require us to believe that Mary died? 
It is the common teaching that Mary did die. In his work, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, Ludwig Ott lists 
this teaching as sententia communior (Latin, “the more common opinion”). 
Although it is the common understanding of that Mary did die, and although her death is referred to in some of 
the sources Pius XII cited in Munificentissimus Deus, he deliberately refrained from defining this as a truth of 
the faith. 
John Paul II noted: 
On 1 November 1950, in defining the dogma of the Assumption, Pius XII avoided using the term 
"resurrection" and did not take a position on the question of the Blessed Virgin’s death as a truth of faith. 
The Bull Munificentissimus Deus limits itself to affirming the elevation of Mary’s body to heavenly glory, de-
claring this truth a "divinely revealed dogma." 
 
5) Why should Mary die if she was free from Original Sin and its stain? 
Being free of Original Sin and its stain is not the same thing as being in a glorified, deathless condition. 
Jesus was also free of Original Sin and its stain, but he could—and did—die. 
Expressing a common view among theologians, Ludwig Ott writes: 
For Mary, death, in consequence of her freedom from original sin and from personal sin, was not a conse-
quence of punishment of sin. 
However, it seems fitting that Mary’s body, which was by nature mortal, should be, in conformity with that of 
her Divine Son, subject to the general law of death. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_p-xii_apc_19501101_munificentissimus-deus_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/audiences/1997/documents/hf_jp-ii_aud_02071997_en.html
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August Feast Days (continued) 
 
August 15—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (continued) 
 
 6) What are the earliest surviving references to Mary’s Assumption? 
John Paul II noted: 
The first trace of belief in the Virgin's Assumption can be found in the apocryphal accounts entitled Transitus 
Mariae [Latin, “The Crossing Over of Mary”], whose origin dates to the second and third centuries. 
These are popular and sometimes romanticized depictions, which in this case, however, pick up an intuition of 
faith on the part of God's People. 
 
 7) How did the recognition of Mary’s Assumption develop in the East? 
John Paul II noted: 
There was a long period of growing reflection on Mary’s destiny in the next world. 
This gradually led the faithful to believe in the glorious raising of the Mother of Jesus, in body and soul, and to 
the institution in the East of the liturgical feasts of the Dormition [“falling asleep”—i.e., death] and Assump-
tion of Mary. 
 
8) How did Pius XII prepare for the definition of the Assumption? 
John Paul II noted: 
In May 1946, with the Encyclical Deiparae Virginis Mariae, Pius XII called for a broad consultation, inquiring 
among the Bishops and, through them, among the clergy and the People of God as to the possibility and oppor-
tuneness of defining the bodily assumption of Mary as a dogma of faith. 
The result was extremely positive: only six answers out of 1,181 showed any reservations about the revealed 
character of this truth. 
 
 9) What Scriptural basis is there for the teaching? 
John Paul II noted:  Although the New Testament does not explicitly affirm Mary’s Assumption, it offers a 
basis for it because it strongly emphasized the Blessed Virgin's perfect union with Jesus’ destiny. 
This union, which is manifested, from the time of the Savior’s miraculous conception, in the Mother’s partici-
pation in her Son’s mission and especially in her association with his redemptive sacrifice, cannot fail to re-
quire a continuation after death. 
Perfectly united with the life and saving work of Jesus, Mary shares his heavenly destiny in body and soul. 
There are, thus, passages in Scripture that resonate with the Assumption, even though they do not spell it out. 
 
10) What are some specific Old Testament passages? 
Pope Pius XII pointed to several passages that have been legitimately used in a “rather free” manner to explain 
belief in the Assumption (meaning: these passages resonate with it in various ways, but they don’t provide ex-
plicit proof): 
Often there are theologians and preachers who, following in the footsteps of the holy Fathers, have been rather 
free in their use of events and expressions taken from Sacred Scripture to explain their belief in the Assump-
tion. 
Thus, to mention only a few of the texts rather frequently cited in this fashion, some have employed the words 
of the psalmist: 
"Arise, O Lord, into your resting place: you and the ark, which you have sanctified" (Ps. 131:8); 
and have looked upon the Ark of the Covenant, built of incorruptible wood and placed in the Lord's temple, as 
a type of the most pure body of the Virgin Mary, preserved and exempt from all the corruption of the tomb and 
raised up to such glory in heaven. 
Treating of this subject, they also describe her as the Queen entering triumphantly into the royal halls of heav-
en and sitting at the right hand of the divine Redeemer (Ps. 44:10-14ff). 
Likewise they mention the Spouse of the Canticles "that goes up by the desert, as a pillar of smoke of aromati-
cal spices, of myrrh and frankincense" to be crowned (Song 3:6; cf. also 4:8, 6:9). 
These are proposed as depicting that heavenly Queen and heavenly Spouse who has been lifted up to the courts 
of heaven with the divine Bridegroom [Munificentissimus Deus 26]. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_01051946_deiparae-virginis-mariae_en.html
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August Feast Days (continued) 
 
August 15—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (continued) 
 
11) What are some specific New Testament passages? 
Pius XII continued: 
Moreover, the scholastic Doctors have recognized the Assumption of the Virgin Mother of God as something 
signified, not only in various figures of the Old Testament, but also in that woman clothed with the sun whom 
John the Apostle contemplated on the Island of Patmos (Rev. 12:1ff). 
Similarly they have given special attention to these words of the New Testament: "Hail, full of grace, the Lord 
is with you, blessed are you among women"(Luke 1:28), since they saw, in the mystery of the Assumption, the 
fulfillment of that most perfect grace granted to the Blessed Virgin and the special blessing that countered the 
curse of Eve [Munificentissimus Deus 27]. 
 
 12) How can we apply this teaching to our everyday lives? 
According to Pope Benedict XVI: 
By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland for us 
either, and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods we will one day share in this same glory and the 
earth will become more beautiful. 
Consequently, we must not lose our serenity and peace even amid the thousands of daily difficulties. The lumi-
nous sign of Our Lady taken up into Heaven shines out even more brightly when sad shadows of suffering and 
violence seem to loom on the horizon. 
We may be sure of it: from on high, Mary follows our footsteps with gentle concern, dispels the gloom in mo-
ments of darkness and distress, reassures us with her motherly hand. 
Supported by awareness of this, let us continue confidently on our path of Christian commitment wherever 
Providence may lead us. Let us forge ahead in our lives under Mary's guidance [General Audience, August 16, 
2006]. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

August 22—Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
The Story of the Queenship of Mary 
Pope Pius XII established this feast in 1954. But Mary’s queenship has roots in Scripture. At the Annunciation, 
Gabriel announced that Mary’s Son would receive the throne of David and rule forever. At the Visitation, Eliz-
abeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, she is closely associated with 
Jesus: Her queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship. We can also recall that in the Old Testament the mother of 
the king has great influence in court. 
 
In the fourth century Saint Ephrem called Mary “Lady” and “Queen.” Later Church fathers and doctors contin-
ued to use the title. Hymns of the 11th to 13th centuries address Mary as queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” “Hail, 
Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of Heaven.” The Dominican rosary and the Franciscan crown as well as numerous 
invocations in Mary’s litany celebrate her queenship. 
 
The feast is a logical follow-up to the Assumption, and is now celebrated on the octave day of that feast. In his 
1954 encyclical To the Queen of Heaven, Pius XII points out that Mary deserves the title because she is Moth-
er of God, because she is closely associated as the New Eve with Jesus’ redemptive work, because of her 
preeminent perfection, and because of her intercessory power. 
 
Reflection 
As Saint Paul suggests in Romans 8:28–30, God has predestined human beings from all eternity to share the 
image of his Son. All the more was Mary predestined to be the mother of Jesus. As Jesus was to be king of all 
creation, Mary, in dependence on Jesus, was to be queen. All other titles to queenship derive from this eternal 
intention of God. As Jesus exercised his kingship on earth by serving his Father and his fellow human beings, 
so did Mary exercise her queenship. As the glorified Jesus remains with us as our king till the end of time 
(Matthew 28:20), so does Mary, who was assumed into heaven and crowned queen of heaven and earth. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2006/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20060816_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2006/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20060816_en.html
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Anniversaries 
 
25 years 
July 6   Rodney & Loretta Koch 
 
30 years 
June 8   Dan & Jaci Vandenavond 
June 15   Dave & Shelli Wilde 
 
35 years 
June 14   Michael & Jeanette Mayer 
June 21   Ronald & Louise Schneider 
August 2   Tim & Donna Hejhal 
August 23   Fred & Paula Hardy 
 
40 years 
June 6   Kevin & Janean Kolbet 
June 6   Harvey & Diane Hemann 
June 13   William & Peg Denner 
July 11   Peter & Cheryl Thome 
August 7   Timothy & Cynthia Pink 
August 8   Larry & Lori Clark 
August 29   Thomas & Elaine Landherr 
 
45 years 
August 7   Dave & Linda Wetter 
 
50 years 
July 8   Richard & Marge Markham 
 
60 years 
July 8   Merlin & Fay Christensen 
 
65 years 
June 30   Herschel & Barbara Fry 

Happy Birthday!  
 
Celebrate 85 years and older! 
 
June 4   Phyllis Buckingham 
June 9   Helen Church 
June 12   Verena Kramer 
June 19   James Havlovic 
June 19   Ruth Mayer 
June 29   Robert Hemann 
July 10   Leslie Weber 
August 24   Rosemary Hemann 
August 28   Marjorie Weis 
 
 
June 2   Barbara Lappe 
June 8   Violet Steffen 
June 10   Irene Mullenbach 
June 19   Florence Smith 
June 25   Dorothy Niess 
July 2   Donna Mobley 
July 5   Mildred Betts 
July 5   Elizabeth Kisner 
August 4   Larry Goergen 
August 7   Duane Brockney 
August 17   Annette Sonberg 
August 22   Marilyn Sullivan 
August 24   Peter Hemann 
August 28   William J Fox 

FOOD for Thought: “It is not up to you to feed the whole crowd, to solve the whole problem, or to fix the 
whole world. It is up to you just to share what you have got, to feed whatever big or little hunger that happens 
to be standing right in front of you. The rest will come. Because God is God.”                Barbara Brown Taylor 

Thank you to the 2020/2021 St. Isidore Catechists 
 
Thank you to the St. Isidore Catechists: “Love follows knowledge.” “Catechists are inspired by their 
knowledge of Jesus to share that love through their ministry. All other church ministries pin their hope on Cat-
echists; for the love in their hearts motivates others to know and love Jesus.” Paraphrased from Archbishop Mi-
chael O. Jackels. 
  
Visitation Catechists: Carol Mullenbach, Coralie Krebsbach, Tara Franzen, Julie Brumm, Robertta Huffman & 
Barbara Brumm 
 
Sacred Heart Catechists: Megan Taets, Deb Popp, Connie Wagner, Laura Wynohrad, Vince Morische & Tam-
my Lamb 
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Feast Day of St. Isidore the Farmer, May 15 

 
Honoring the life and virtues of St. Isidore 

 
Several rural parishes throughout the country honor the life and virtues of St. Isidore the 
Farmer on or near May 15th, his feast day. For those who may not know this humble 
saint, here’s a brief look at his life followed by some of the qualities that have endeared 
him to farmers and work hands over the centuries, even to this day. 
 
St. Isidore was born about the year 1100 in Madrid, Spain, then only a small town. His 
parents were poor and could not provide educational advantages to their son. At an early 
age, he was hired out for farm work. Isidore came to have a deep love for the soil; he 
found favor with God through his devotion to the land, even if that land belonged to oth-
ers. 
 
St. Isidore died at the age of 60. It is said his rugged constitution allowed him to still 
plow the soil until shortly before his death. His devoted wife Maria was by his side at the 
end, consoling him with her presence and prayers. 
 

It took five centuries, but in 1622 Isidore was solemnly canonized by Pope Paul V. It is truly amazing that this 
simple man was formally recognized as a saint on the same day with four distinguished persons of the Church: 
St. Ignatius, St. Francis Xavier, St. Teresa of Avila and St. Philip Neri. They were well known during their 
lifetimes; Isidore was little known, but great in his littleness. He came to be respected after his death for his 
humble submission as a farm worker, fully devoted to God’s will. 
 
Three qualities in the life of St. Isidore can be singled out as of particular value for farmers and working hands. 
 
1. Trust in God in good times and bad. 
Like all farmers, Isidore knew what it was to have his hopes and fears rest on the hazards of rain and drought 
and storms. Yet in good seasons and in bad, for lean or plentiful crops, he thanked God and trusted Him. Isi-
dore fully realized that material things are transient in their very nature; whether someone is poor or rich in the 
end is unimportant. The important thing is to have within their soul at all times the infinite wealth of God’s 
grace. 
 
2. Enthusiasm and vigor in doing a good job. 
Biographers of St. Isidore all agreed that he loved to work on the soil; he was always conscientious in dis-
charging his agricultural duties at the proper season. This was made evident by the fact that his employer suc-
cessively increased the amount of land under his care; Isidore was commended for his hard work and for the 
crops he was able to produce. 
 
3. A spirit of prayer and devotion to religious practice. 
Even as he diligently carried out his duties on the farm, Isidore saw to it that his prayer life was not neglected. 
He felt it would be a great insult to God to use the very gifts of creation – the soil and the seed and the ability 
to work – as an excuse for neglecting one’s duty to worship the Creator. According to biographers, St. Isidore 
attended Mass every morning and made regular pilgrimages to nearby churches. He and his wife were faithful 
members of parish organizations, giving much time and effort to their cause. 
With good reason, Isidore is regarded as the patron saint of farmers the world over. Needless to say, farmers 
and workers in the United States acknowledge him as their patron saint, and he is the particular patron of Cath-
olic Rural Life. 
 
Let us Pray: Grant, O Lord, that through the intercession of Blessed Isidore, the husbandman, we may follow 
his example of patience and humility, and so walk faithfully in his footsteps. In the evening of life, pray that 
we may be able to present to You an abundant harvest of merit and good works. Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
Who lives and reigns world without end. Amen. 
 
By Catholic Rural Life on May 15, 2014 
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Return Service  Requested  

Baptisms 
SH   2-28-21   Aadya Hirada de Moura, daughter of Allen & Patricia Mullenbach 

SH   3-21-21   Holden Robert, son of Kyle & Lindsey Malecek 

SH   3-27-21   Duncan John, son of Trae & Belle Riniker 

Meyer   3-28-21   Kaison Jacob, son of Sam & Cylea Heimer 

VIS   4-3-21   Everett Allen, son of Logan & Kala Koster 

Deaths 
VIS   2-24-21   Irene Hemann 
SH   3-19-21   Clem Johanns 
VIS   4-3-21   Garry Neeley 
VIS   4-18-21   Marvin Hemann 
SH   5-1-21   Marilyn Spitz 

New Parishioners 
VIS   Sam & Cylea Heimer 
SH   Trae & Belle Riniker 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Holy Water Fonts from old Sacred Heart Church were revived 
by resurfacing them and adding a platform. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and Mary have been placed on them in front of the 
church. 


