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Schonrock, Marlys Rogers and Fr. Ray Burkle 

Early August we were informed to start working on our articles for the upcom-
ing September Newsletter. So what did I do? I did what I normally do, I put it 
aside thinking I had plenty of time to work on it. Last week, I was reminded 
that this was needed a.s.a.p., and this morning I was again informed, "Today is 
the last day of August, we need your article." 
 
So during a good portion of the morning, I'm thinking, "What should I write 
about?" Nothing came to mind. Now Leo would say, "That's not surprising!" 
However, when I was talking to Jill during the noon hour, it came to me. 
 
During the past 18 months (1.5 years for those who get confused with math), 
most of us have gotten into the habit of not doing nearly as much as we did pre-
viously. Therefore, we get into the mindset that with not much to do, we have 
plenty of time to do it. And since there will not be much to do tomorrow either, 
why get it done today? Then when something does come along, it's even more 
difficult to get it done. Perhaps this is why Jesus was often reminding the peo-
ple, "Be prepared, be on guard, you know not the day or the hour when the 
Master will come." 

Drawing the big winner of $500 at the 
Sacred Heart End of Summer Bash. 

Congratulations Chris Betts! 

Painting the interior of Visitation Church 
For the past couple of years, Visitation Parish was planning and preparing to 
have the interior of the church painted. The original plan was for the Fall of 
2020. However, with covid it was pushed back to the Fall of 2021. A little 
over a week ago, we were informed that Riehle Decorating would be arriving 
on September 13. Then on August 27, due to the large amount of rain, Riehle 
was not able to go where they had planned and asked to have Visitation 
bumped up to August 30. 
 
Therefore, this past Monday we had around 18 individuals help unload the 
semi of scaffolding and planks. For the next 12-14 weeks, Sunday 8:30am 
Mass will be held at Sacred Heart Oratory, Meyer. The weekday Masses in 
Stacyville will be in the Visitation Church Hall. I've put a copy of a rendition 
of the end product in the Bulletin Insert section on the website. 
www.stisidorecluster.com 

http://www.stisidorecluster.com/
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Visitation Fall Festival 

 

Sunday, September 19           4-6 pm (or until gone) 

Visitation Catholic Church Parking Lot in Stacyville 

Pork Loin Meal Drive-Thru 

Meal includes: pork loin sandwich, BBQ baked beans, chips, cookie, & 
water/milk 

Free Will Donation         In town delivery available, call (641-220-3428 

“Life is Messy” is the book that we will be giving out during Advent. 

This book is about putting our lives back together, and allowing ourselves to be put back together, when life 
doesn’t turn out as we expected it to. Based on his own heart-wrenching personal journals, Matthew Kelly 
shares how the worst three years of his life affected him, by exploring this question: Can someone who has 
been broken be healed and become more beautiful and more lovable than ever before?  

 
Life is messy. 
It isn’t a color-within-the-lines exercise. 
It’s a wild and outrageous invitation 
full of uncertain outcomes. 
The mess of life is both inevitable and unexpected. 
It is filled with delightful mysteries 
and frustrating predicaments. 
In our disposable culture, 
we throw broken things away. 
So, what will we do with broken people, 
broken relationships, broken institutions, broken families, 
and of course, our very own broken selves? 
We are all broken and wounded. 
This book is about putting our lives back together, 
and allowing ourselves to be put back together, 
when life doesn’t turn out as we expected it to. 
Based on his own heart-wrenching personal journals, 
Matthew Kelly shares how the worst three years of his life 
affected him, by exploring this question: 
Can someone who has been broken be healed 
and become more beautiful and more lovable 
than ever before? 
The answer will fill you with hope. 
There has never been a more urgent need 
for us to attend to what is happening within us. 
This is quite simply 
the right book at the right time.  

Sacred Heart Fundraiser at Autumn Artistry—September 18 

Sacred Heart will have a booth at the 21st Annual Autumn Artistry in Osage. There is still time to donate 
handmade items for the booth. Just bring to the church office before September 17. Stop by the booth to check 
out the amazing and beautiful items that our parishioners have created. 
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“33 Days to Morning Glory” by Father Michael Gaitley...by Janice Schonrock 

      
     In the last Newsletter, I wrote about the lives of a few saints. This too will be about 
saints but, from a different perspective.   
     In Father Michael Gaitley’s book “33 Days to Morning Glory”, he uses a Do-It-
Yourself-Retreat form to acquaint you with 4 great saints. These saints all had a particu-
larly close relationship with the Blessed Virgin Mary! In fact, they consecrated their 
lives to Jesus through Mary. These saints are St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian Kol-
be, St. (Mother) Teresa of Calcutta and St. Pope John Paul II. 
     Father Gaitley introduces his book by stating, “I wrote this book for one main reason:  
Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary (Marian Consecration) truly is ”the surest, 
easiest, shortest, and the most perfect means” (quote from “True Devotion to Mary” by 
St. Louis de Montfort) to becoming a saint and there should be an easy and updated way 
to dive into such a blessing.” Father’s conversational way of writing makes for an easy 
and interesting read, even though it is a serious subject. 

     Well! We all want to become Saints, right? Probably not like the ones mentioned in this book, but they can 
show us the way. In this world today with all the wars, plagues, climate changes, forest fires, culture changes and 
more, we need Jesus and Mary in our corner to help us through. This book will introduce you to these saints and 
how they gave their lives totally to Jesus through Mary. 
     St. Louis de Montfort was from Brittany, of Celtic roots and is said to have inherited their warrior temperament.  
Celtic warriors were fierce fighters who would paint themselves blue, work themselves into a frenzy, and run 
screaming at their enemies. Sounds scary, right? You will find out how Louis used his high-spiritedness in his 
work. He had a great influence on many popes and the church throughout the years, though he only lived to be age 
43. He spent his life working to bring souls to Jesus through Mary. He wrote the original Consecration to Mary, 
“True Devotion”. 
     St. Maximilian Kolbe has many titles. He is called the Martyr of Charity, The Saint of Auschwitz, Founder of 
the Militia Immaculata, Apostle of Mary, and Patron of the 20th Century! However, you will find his given name 
was Raymond and he was born in Poland to a poor farming family.  How do you go from a poor farmer’s son to a 
saint? Read and find out. 
     Blessed Mother Teresa (Now - St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta). Father says she is easy to understand. All we 
really need to know is two words, “I Thirst.” Spoken from the Heart of Jesus as he died on the cross. She is quoted 
as saying, “From childhood, the Heart of Jesus has been my first love.” Mother was born and raised in Macedonia 
and her home parish name was, “Sacred Heart”! I think you will really enjoy her story. Father helps you get to 
know her using many of her own words in quotes and letters.  One quote, “I always write that sentence, “I looked 
for one to comfort Me, but  found no one.” Then I write, “Be the one.” So now you be that one. Try to be the one 
to share with Him, to comfort Him, to console Him. So let us ask Our Lady to help us understand.” We can do this 
through a Marian Consecration. 
     St. Pope John Paul II, when visiting the tomb of St. Louis de Montfort said, “You know that I owe much to this 
saint, and his “True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin.” Maybe you already know that this pope had a great love for 
Our Blessed Mother and there was a connection to him and the Fatima appearances. You will read more about this 
and how he is sometimes called, “The Most Marian Pope.” He used his role as pope, the Bible, and Vatican II to 
bring the Church to a better understanding of ‘Marian Entrustment’ as he called it. He actually consecrated his life 
to Jesus through Mary when he was 18 years old. We can do so, no matter what our age. 
     So, here are the, “FOUR “Marian Giants” who will help us through a power-packed and updated form of Mari-
an consecration,” says Father Gaitly. And he is so right. I learned about “33 Days” from my daughters. They were 
so enthused and excited about this Marian Consecration that I had to try it. What a blessing it has been. And I want 
to pass this on to you. “33 Days to Morning Glory” is an easy way to prepare ourselves for consecrating our lives 
to Jesus through Mary! In so doing we will be saying, “Yes and Thank You” to Jesus when he said from the cross, 
“Behold your Mother.” We accept His gift of His Mother to help us gain sainthood. Like Father Gaitley says, “I 
don’t know about you, but I can use all the help I can get!” Me, too! How about you? 
     For more information on Marian Consecration I would like to recommend two YouTube videos. One by Father 
Michael Gaitley, MIC, (Faith and Reason, “Marian Consecration”) And the other by Father Chris Alar, MIC, 
(Explaining the Faith, “Marian Consecration.”) 
     You can purchase this book on Amazon, EWTN bookstore, and Marian Press. 
     If you would like to visit with me about this my number is 832-1687 
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Catechetical Sunday—September 19 
 
Each year, the Catholic Church in the United States designates the third Sunday in September as 
“Catechetical Sunday”— a day on which to celebrate and pray for the Church’s mission to teach the Gospel 
to all people. 
 
This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on September 19, 2021, under the theme of “Say 
the Word and My Soul Shall Be Healed.” On this day, catechists are formally commissioned for ministry 
to the community. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each baptized 
person plays in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportuni-
ty for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith.   
 

As a catechist, you are responding to a call to share 
the gift of faith with others, even as you deepen 
your own faith. This call may have reached you 
through your pastor, the director of your parish’s 
religious education program, or through your role as 
a Catholic school teacher. But know that this calling 
ultimately comes from God whose Holy Spirit in-
spires and guides you. 
 
Christ Healing the Blind, ca. 1570 
This image by the famed artist, El Greco 
(Domenikos Theotokopoulos), illustrates the Gos-
pel account of Christ healing a blind man by anoint-
ing his eyes. 
 
The past year has highlighted the urgent need for 
healing--physical, spiritual, emotional--in ourselves 
and in our world. As our world struggles to heal, 
complete healing is not possible without Jesus as 

the Divine Physician. When our souls heal, all heals, despite our suffering. 
 
The words we pray at Mass, “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed”, have the power to remind us of, 
to open our eyes to, the healing that Jesus offers us in the Eucharist which is essential, eternal, and ever open 
to us. We humbly ask him to say the word, and with that prayer, we have faith that, with the fantastic and 
improbable prospect of Jesus entering under our roof, our souls shall be healed. 

Priesthood Sunday– September 26 
Priesthood Sunday is a special day set aside to honor priesthood in the United States. It is a day to reflect 
upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the Church as a central one. 
Priesthood Sunday is celebrated on the last Sunday of September. 

The St. Isidore Cluster office phone number is 732-4342.  

But when the office calls you, it will register as 732-5911. 
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End of Summer Bash at Sacred Heart 

4 yr old—big wheel race winners 
Blythe McPheron (1st), Lydia Hargens (3rd), 
Blake Ramker (2nd) 

5 yr old—big wheel race winners 
Parker Hargens (1st), Wells Taets (2nd), 
Porter Taets (3rd) 

6 yr old—big wheel race 
winners 
Flynn Taets (1st) 
Charlotte Elgin (2nd) 

Frozen T-Shirt Contest 
Marlin Duren (1st), Kora Taets (2nd) 
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End of Summer Bash at Sacred Heart 
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THANK YOU – Youth Faith Formation Rummage Sale...by Tammy Lamb 

Thank you to all who do-
nated items, purchased 
items, and those that gave 
their time to help before, 
during, and after our rum-
mage sale. A special 
THANKS to Carol Riley 
for heading up and organ-
izing the sale. It was so 
successful that we might 
have it again next year. 
Thank You! 

Sacred Heart—End of Summer Bash-August 29, 2021...by Sam Taets 
 
Our first annual End of Summer Bash was a great way to wrap up summer and begin to transition into the fall 
season! The event started at 11:30am, after Sunday morning Mass and offered something for everyone! The 
event began with the Mitchell County Cattleman’s Association cooking up some tasty ribeye sandwiches, 
hamburgers and hotdogs, accompanied by sides and drinks. We estimate we served about 275 people. As an 
after-dinner treat, the Dairy Trailer was present to serve some delicious ice cream cones, sundaes and shakes. 
Popcorn and sodas were also available for purchase and was a tasty treat to top off your meal. Meanwhile, 
events for the whole family started at the same time-whiffle golf, bean bag games, card tables, bounce house, 
face painting, giant Jenga, dartboard with balloons, kiddie fishing pool, sail boat race, squirt gun ball races, big 
wheel races and a frozen t-shirt contest. From 12:30-2pm we did the drawing for the raffle ticket prizes; the 
grand prize winner of $500 was Chris Betts. At 1:00pm we auctioned 6 of the old church windows, 2 quilts 
and 2 of Fr. Ray’s Chili Suppers. Music was present outside and inside and many, young and old alike, en-
joyed the fellowship that this event brought! The event was made possible by many, many volunteers, dona-
tions and participants. We cannot thank everyone enough for their support! Please save the date for next year, 
tentatively August 27, 2022, same time, same place!   
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National Family Day—September 27 
 
On the fourth Monday in September, National Family Day encourages everyone to gather around the table 
and enjoy a meal together. 
 
The old saying goes, “Families who eat together, stay together,” but did you know they may also be reducing 
the risk of addiction? According to the National Center on Addiction, families who eat three or more meals a 
week together reduce a teen’s risk of using tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs. 
 
That’s a fantastic outcome on its own. Family bonding is just a bonus. However, there are more benefits. For 
example, families who eat together also learn healthy eating habits, eat smaller portions, and are less likely to 
stress about food. 
 
And back to the bonding – when parents engage with their children over a meal, their relationships are better. 
They learn responsibility while helping to prepare the meal and cleaning up. Children feel like they are a part 
of a unit, a team. They connect with the people who mean the most to them and who know them the best. 
Parents become and remain the people they turn to when the significant problems crop up. 
 
Look forward to conversations about grades, dating, borrowing the car, and moving away. Don’t forget the 
debates about politics. Our children won’t always agree with us – and that’s ok. Why? Because we raise 
them to be independent thinkers and to express themselves effectively. These conversations start at a dinner 
table. They shouldn’t begin when our children’s world turns upside down. 
 
HOW TO OBSERVE #NationalFamilyDay 
Have a meal with your family. It doesn’t have to be fancy. But it does have to include food and your family. 
Gather everyone and set the table. Talk to each other. Find out about everyone’s day. Then, commit to hav-
ing another meal together before the week is out. Take a family photo and share it using 
#NationalFamilyDay. 
 
NATIONAL FAMILY DAY HISTORY 
The National Center on Addiction declared National Family Day in 2001 as a way to combat substance 
abuse among teens. Their research showed that teens who ate meals with their families were less likely to fall 
into substance abuse. They also tend to do better in school and eat healthier. 

Dear Beautiful Sisters in Christ,  
2022 Beauty in Christ: Holy Women of the Visitation!  
 
We are SO excited for our 2022 Archdiocese of Dubuque Women’s Conference Beauty in Christ!  
Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 29, 2022, 8:00 am to 1:00 p.m., as together we explore the 
Visitation between Mary and Elizabeth!   
 
This year’s theme, Holy Women of the Visitation, features two national speakers: Liz Kelly, author of Love 
like a Saint, and Emily Jaminet, author of The Friendship Project and more (talks in both English and Span-
ish)!  
 
You may participate in this year’s virtual conference from the comfort of your own home or gather with oth-
er women to experience the virtual conference together!!!  Group rates will be available!!  
Plan to attend the 2022 Beauty in Christ and invite your friends and parishioners to join you!  
Registration opens September 15!  
In preparation for the conference, you may want to gather a group of friends to participate in the Gifts of the 
Visitation Project (with video witnesses of women from around the Archdiocese of Dubuque), based on 
Denise Bossert's book, Gifts of the Visitation. Check it out here:  https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-
archdiocesan-retreat-for-women (this study may be done as one or two six-week sessions--or however best 
fits your group).  
Prayers and Blessings,   
Beauty in Christ Committee 

https://www.centeronaddiction.org/the-buzz-blog/share-your-myfamilyselfie-celebration-family-day
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-archdiocesan-retreat-for-women
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Back-to-School Prayer Tips 
 
During this time of year, when we’re getting back into the swing of packing lunches and unpacking book bags, 
we are also forming our daily routines and habits. Here are some ideas on how to spend quality time with God 
in prayer during hectic days and nights. 
 
Mark it Down: While we fill the calendars on refrigerators with volleyball practices, Scout meetings and PTA 
events, pencil in a Rosary once or twice a week and explain why we as Catholics need to keep Mary front and 
center in our lives. (Hint: Because Jesus did.) 
 
Mix it Up: We all can get in a rut with our prayer life, but there are thousands of books and websites to help 
inspire you. From daily devotionals to family prayer books, find them and read (or pray) them as a family. 
 
Give Thanks: Too often our prayers consist of a simple list of intentions — the sick and dying, vocations, our 
families, etc. While these are tremendously important, we need to teach our kids that prayer is more than a lita-
ny of wants. So thank Jesus, every day, and be specific in your gratitude. 
 
On the Go: Praying in the car can be the easiest and most convenient way to fit prayer into a busy schedule. 
Find a CD or download an MP3 of the Divine Mercy Chaplet and pray along with it. Not only is it a beautiful 
prayer, it takes less than 10 minutes. 
 
Bedtime Q & A: Let the kids pray for their individual intentions on their own once they climb into bed. In-
stead, pray the Our Father as a family and, afterward, have a short, nightly discussion on Church teaching. 
Your kids will have questions on why we believe what we believe. If you don’t know the answer, be honest, 
and then find it. Go through the Catechism of the Catholic Church together. 
 
 
A Prayer for the New School Year 
 
Gracious God, 
as the summer begins to fade, 
new possibilities lie on the horizon. 
 
Bless all of those who are beginning 
or returning to their roles 
as teachers and catechists, 
as well as those who lead and support them 
in their efforts. 
 
May this school year be a time 
of grace and potential 
as they teach, share, and challenge others 
to grow in faith, knowledge and wisdom. 
 
Bless children and youth, 
along with their parents, 
as they begin a new school year. 
 
May their minds be open to learning 
and to the wonder of discovery and insight. 
Be with us all as we embark on this new year. 
 
Amen. 
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The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast) - September 8 
 

We know that everyone has a birthday. The Bible doesn’t say anything about Mary’s birth, but we know that 
she was born. Like all parents, Mary’s parents—we call them Joachim and Ann—probably took one look at 
their newborn daughter and knew that she was special. 
 
Joachim and Ann loved God very much, and they were filled with gratitude to God for the gift of a child. 
They raised Mary as a child of God, teaching her to love and serve God. When the angel Gabriel told Mary 
that she had been chosen to be the Mother of Jesus, she already had great faith in God. Her strong faith and 
trust allowed her to say yes to God’s plan for her. We cannot be certain what the future holds for any new-
born infant, but we do know that the life of each person has meaning and purpose. When Mary was born, the 
world did not know who she was. Sometimes others—and maybe even you—don’t see how special you are. 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at 
least the sixth century. A September birth was 
chosen because the Eastern Church begins its 
Church year with September. The September 8 
date helped determine the date for the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 
 
Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s 
birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium 
of James fills in the gap. This work has no his-
torical value, but it does reflect the development 
of Christian piety. According to this account, 
Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a 
child. They receive the promise of a child who 
will advance God’s plan of salvation for the 
world. Such a story, like many biblical counter-

parts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life from the beginning. 
 
Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth 
in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. 
Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks 
of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
 

 
Reflection 
We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human beings has joined 
with God in his creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with travail. The new 
child has the potential to be a channel of God’s love and peace to the world. 
 
This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is the 
foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning. 
 
Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the celebrant as well as to family and friends. Next to the birth of 
Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the greatest possible happiness to the world. Each time we celebrate her birth, we 
can confidently hope for an increase of peace in our hearts and in the world at large. 
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St. Teresa of Calcutta - September 5 
Patron Saint of the Poor 
 St. Teresa was the youngest child in her family. She received her First Commun-
ion at age five. Her father died when St. Teresa was just eight years old, leaving 
her family very poor. As St. Teresa grew, she desired to serve God by minister-
ing to youth and the poor. She became a religious sister at age 18, and eleven 
years later she moved to India to work with the poor. There she became known as 
"Mother Teresa," because of her motherly love for all people. St. Teresa became 
well-known for her charity, unselfishness, courage, and her hard work. Teresa 
established a religious community called the Missionaries of Charity, dedicated 
to the service of the poorest of the poor. She visited families, washed the sores of 

children, cared for an old man lying sick on the road, and fed a woman dying of hunger and disease. She 
started every day with Communion, and then went out, with a rosary in her hand, to find and serve Jesus 
among those who felt unwanted, unloved, or uncared for. Her service to the poor gave her great joy. 
 

St. Robert Bellarmine - September 17 
Patron Saint of Catechists 
Robert was born in Italy in 1542. He liked to spend his time repeating to his 
younger brothers and sisters the sermons he had heard, and explaining the les-
sons of the catechism to the little farm children of the neighborhood. St. Robert 
Bellarmine became a famous writer, preacher and teacher. Even when he had 
become a cardinal, he considered the catechism so important, that he himself 
taught it to his household and to the people. We can ask St. Robert to help us 
realize how important our religious instruction classes are. He will help us to be 
on time for classes, do our homework and put our whole selves into the study of 
our faith. 

The Story of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross—September 14 
 
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in 
search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition 
held was built over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. Dur-
ing the excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus died was identi-
fied when its touch healed a dying woman. 
 
The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the 
end of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver container and 
placed on a table together with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the people 
pass through one by one; all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription, first with their fore-
heads, then with their eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 
 
To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
on the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar in the sev-
enth century after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 
years earlier. According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but 
was unable to move forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim. 
 
Reflection 
The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it into 
a thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no 
beauty. It stood outside too many city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who 
defied Rome’s authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although believers 
spoke of the cross as the instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art unless disguised as an 
anchor or the Chi-Rho until after Constantine’s edict of toleration. 
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Those Who Create and Sustain the Church Environment...by Marlys Rogers 
 
At Mass, our focus is on the Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Word. The Church Environment is meant to draw 
attention to the altar and enhance the liturgy. It can be described as, “The humble additions that point us to-
ward prayer and praise to draw us to the true nature of the mystery being celebrated in awe, reverence and 
wonder.” 
 
Those who work with the environments at Sacred Heart and Visitation work under the St. Isidore Liturgy 
Committee, which consists of Fr. Burkle, Barbara Brumm, Annette Uker, Karen Thome, Deb Popp, Linda 
Stefl, Karen Brumm, and Anita Adams. At Sacred Heart, Linda Stefl and Deb Popp design the environment 
and Delores Poohl and Minerva Wagner help in caring for it. Both Linda and Deb warmly remembered the in-
fluence of Sister Rosanne Rottinghaus and Jean Bensend. At Visitation, Anita Adams, Sue Wageman, Coralie 
Krebsbach, and Aggie Theobald design the environment and help care for it. Look for information about the 
Visitation ladies in the next newsletter. 
 
Linda Stefl 
Linda describes her work on the environment as challenging but fun. At the beginning of a new liturgical sea-
son, she works for approximately 4 to 5 hours. Special Sundays like Confirmation, First Communion, and 
Graduation require extra time. Christmas and Easter decorating is the most complex, but the décor is displayed 
for a relatively short period compared with the much longer span of Ordinary Time. 
 
In the environmentally challenging department, Linda thought of two examples – one in the past and one in the 
future. Fr. Jack McClure, who was pastor from 2011 to 2012 wanted no artificial anything. Regarding hopes 
for the future, Linda mentioned she misses not decorating the balcony in the old church. She has her eye on the 
narrow ledge in the back of the new church beneath the 3 stained glass windows. She wants to “do something 
at Christmas”. 
 
Linda was born in Maquoketa. In 1974, she graduated from U.N.I. with a bachelor’s degree in elementary edu-
cation. Shortly thereafter, she married Jim Stefl in the Methodist Church, and moved to Osage, where Linda 
taught in the public school system from 1974 - 2010. 
 
In 1977, Linda began instruction in the Catholic faith under Fr. Kane. His method surprised her. He taught her 
informally, in the rectory, using philosophical conversations. It was only later that she learned the practical 
how-to of being a Catholic. She joined the Church in 1978. 
 
Linda has served as a sacristan, lector, and member of the Liturgy Committee, as well as serving on the Parish 
Council twice. She found planning Masses especially interesting. One really behind-the-scenes job has in-
volved the couple over a number of years – moving priests – in, out, or both. Fathers Connolly, Cahill, Moser, 
Reasoner, Recker, and Burkle.  
 
Linda and Jim have three children, Andrea Vierkant of Belmond, Laura Stefl of Waterloo, and Mark Stefl of 
Jesup. They have two grandchildren. 
 
 
Deb Popp 
During the first waves of covid-19, Deb said she and Linda Stefl “flew by the seat of our pants” in decorating 
for the live-stream audience. The goal was to make the sanctuary meaningful for people at home. More than 
once she described the décor as “a work in progress!” 
 
We will have to see what the recent resurgence of the virus will do, but Deb has said, “Covid aged me.” It sad-
dens her to see how it has aged the elderly in our community, including her mother, but also her customers at 
Dollar General, where she works as one of two assistant managers. During the first bout with covid, there were 
so many decisions to be made – at home as well as at work – like how to keep safe and how to keep family, co
-workers, and customers safe. Now we know more about what needs to be done, but it’s a question of whether 
people will do it.                                                                                             (continued on Page 13) 
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Deb Popp (continued) 
 
 The energy it takes to manage at Dollar General is something Deb has given to her work for the church. In 
addition to serving for approximately ten years as a designer of the Environment, she has served as a sacris-
tan, usher, and Eucharistic Minister – also in taking Communion to the homebound, running the food booth 
at the Fair, designing the food booth that is still there, and teaching Faith Formation.   
 
She has been a catechist for students from pre-school to Confirmation to high school, but her assignment 
these last ten years has been the 2nd graders. It isn’t always easy to find someone willing to take on this chal-
lenge, for 2nd graders must be prepared to receive two sacraments – First Reconciliation and First Commun-
ion.   
 
Sometimes Deb uses the environment as a teaching tool, having children watch for something like a statue 
placed in front of the ambo (pulpit). St. Isidore was there for his feast day as was St. Joseph for the feast of 
St. Joseph the Worker. Linda Stefl said that Deb gets a lot of good ideas from her research on the internet, 
and uses them for both Faith Formation and the environment. 
 
Deb is a lifelong member of Sacred Heart Church. She was born in 1959 to Dorothy and Melvin Popp. Her 
siblings are Dennis, Dan, and Diane Popp, and Donna Bruesewitz. She has two sons, Brad Evans of Osage 
and Dan Evans of Tiffin. and one grand-daughter, London, who is now 20 months. 
 
 
 
Delores Poohl 
Delores is the newest member of Sacred Heart Parish to serve on the environment staff. She and her husband 
Roger moved to Osage from Mason City in 2015 and joined Sacred Heart in the spring of 2016. Their home 
in Mason City was “bought out” after the flood of 2008. They moved to Osage because they liked the town. 
 
Live plants and fresh flowers used in the church décor receive Delores’s attention. She keeps them watered, 
dead-headed, and fresh. Does she have many plants in her home? No. She has many but they all happen to be 
outside. 
 
Delores is a member of the Parish Life Committee, which plans activities for Sacred Heart. She organizes 
monthly card parties and has helped with after-Mass cookies and appetizers – also with the chili feed and the 
edible haystack event. She often works in the St. Isidore office doing mainly clerical work.   
 
Born in New Prague, Minnesota, Delores grew up on a dairy farm. She said her parents were both devout 
Catholics. Her mother tended to get the family praying the Rosary. If the family was in the car, even on a 
short trip, her mother thought it an opportunity for another Rosary.   
 
Delores was impressed that her father, too, got the children to pray. She said he got them up early on Good 
Friday morning to say the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be… because Jesus had asked the apostles to 
watch with Him in the Garden but they had fallen asleep. Her father wanted to remind the children that Jesus 
should not have been left to pray alone. 
 
In 1969, Delores graduated from Mankato State with an education major. She taught or substituted for a total 
of 14 years, teaching primarily 4th grade. She liked teaching science and math in particular because she could 
do little projects to demonstrate principles and get kids’ interest. 
 
The couple has two daughters, Janel Gustafson of West Des Moines, and Kristen King of Eagan, Minnesota.  
They have four grandchildren. Her husband, Roger, now retired, worked as a fireman. Delores considers her-
self a “Professional Volunteer”, and Sacred Heart parish is fortunate to “employ” her.   

Those Who Create and Sustain the Church Environment (continued)...by Marlys Rogers 
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Minerva Wagner 
 
     When asked whether she would agree to be interviewed regarding the church environment, Minerva said, “I 
just do the laundry”. Yes, every couple of weeks or so she washes fabrics used at Mass, including the albs Fa-
ther wears and those worn by altar servers when we have them. She also irons. The word “just” in her answer 
above is a little ironic, given the contribution she has made to the parish since coming into the Church in 1956. 
     Minerva was born in Little Cedar in 1937 to Claude and Mary Voshell. She has two siblings, Beverly 
McNealy of Osage, and Robert Voshell in North Carolina. The family farmed for a living and Minerva helped.  
They were not religious, but things changed dramatically for Minerva in 1956, the year she graduated from 
high school, converted to Catholicism under Fr. Conroy, and married Paul Wagner. 
     Five children were born to Minerva and Paul: Michael, deceased in 1991 at age 34, Therese Wagner, now 
in Wisconsin, Laura Clark of Cedar Rapids, LeAnne Wagner in Chicago, and Becky Small of Osage, deceased 
in 2008 at age 43. 
     Again, theirs was a farm family. There were lots of cattle and hogs, and chickens for a while. When Miner-
va and Paul were going together, Paul and his brother Robert raised sheep. Paul used the sheep money to buy 
Minerva’s engagement ring. 
     When Paul quit farming in 1978, he began to do carpenter work for a living, constructing many farm build-
ings in the area. He built one house, with Don Spitz, located west of the Columbus Club. 
     When her children were grown, Minerva went to work at the Daylight Store in Osage. She especially en-
joyed working with fabric. Beginning in 1982, she worked for 23 years at Hardware Hank, leaving in 2005 
when Paul suffered a stroke. 
     At some point Minerva found a life-long hobby making quilts. Her father’s sister showed her how and her 
first quilt was “Grandmother’s Flower Garden”. She started sewing it by hand, washed it, and was dismayed to 
find it had fallen apart. She started over, and learned from her mistake. It made her a better stitcher. 
     Minerva enrolled in a quilting class – the last class taught by Cassie Kloberdanz. They made patterns using 
cardboard cut-outs mostly from cereal boxes. 
     Minerva’s quilting has been a work of generosity – quilts for her family, and for others. All of her children 
received quilts, as have all of her 11 grandchildren. She is thinking of what to do about the 20 great grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.   
     Quilting organizations Minerva belongs to include Cedar Valley Quilters, who make quilts of compassion 
for people in need and quilts of valor for those who have served. Quilts from the North Iowa Guild go mainly 
to the Four Oaks Services in Mason City. Minerva also participates in Stash-Busters. Once a month she re-
ceives directions for a quilt and uses fabric from her “stash” to make it. She usually sends the tops to a “long-
arm” quilter. 
     Minerva has participated in many Fall Festivals, making or helping with a number of quilts for auction.   
She recalled the early auctioneers as Tiny Johnson and Gene Dorsey. Sometimes she donated hand embroi-
dered dish towels, and for two years she and Paul made large and elaborate nativity sets with many figures and 
animals. Paul constructed the “barn” using his carpenter’s skills. Minerva painted the figures.   
     Years ago the Fall Festival had another name. For several of these events Minerva and Paul’s mother, Ater-
na, baked chickens and dressing in their home ovens. It took 3 days to cook them and take all that chicken off 
the bone. They bought bread for dressing at the day-old bread store in Mason City and toasted it. The mashed 
potatoes in those days were real. The “potato peeler” was mechanical and Minerva can recall dragging 100 
pounds of potatoes to the church.   
     Fall Festivals were a lot of work, and they required dedicated people to organize them. For two years Mi-
nerva and Paul worked with Belle and Bernard Spitz as chairpersons. 
     Minerva has a long-standing connection with St. Teresa’s Circle. The ladies served her wedding dinner in 
1956. It was her first and only Circle appointment. She still belongs. Today St. Teresa’s meets once a month 
mainly as a social occasion. Dues are still $.50 per meeting. They go to a charity such as the Food Bank or 
Miracle Tree.   
     In addition to her lengthy history of work with the Guild, Minerva has served as a Eucharistic Minister and 
continues to sing in the choir at funerals. She has been dedicated to Sacred Heart Church for 65 years.  

Those Who Create and Sustain the Church Environment (continued)...by Marlys Rogers 



 

Anniversaries 
 
25 years 
October 12   Steve & Emily Brumm 
 
30 years 
September 7   Perry & Kim Weigle 
September 14   Tracy & Deb Heimer 
September 21   John & Steph Gerbig 
 
35 years 
November 8   Dave & Mary Hartogh 
 
40 years 
September 5   William & Laurie Gisleson 
September 19   Scott & Marcia Thomas 
November 7   Brian & Becky Juenger 
November 21   Vince & Connie Morische 
 
45 years 
November 27   Ron & Jean Valasek 
 
50 years 
September 18   Jim & Becci Havig 
November 27   Wayne & Dorothy Clark 
 
55 years 
October 22   Lawrence & Marcia Havel 
November 26   Roger & Betty Blake 
 
60 years 
September 2   Delphin & Bev Theobald 
 

Happy Birthday!  
 
Celebrate 85 years and older! 
 
September 8   Cassie Kloberdanz 
September 13   Raymond Kisley 
September 14   Richard Nerad 
September 15   Gus Gostonczik 
September 18   Duane Johnson 
September 22   Helen Rogers 
September 27   Florence Flugge 
October 2   James Gerdes 
October 10   Shirley Johanns 
October 19   Elsie Chisholm 
October 20   Mildred Mullenbach 
October 22   Richard Perrin 
October 27   Vera Kasel 
November 5   Beverly Place 
November 7   Vincent Weber 
November 9   Helen Neuwohner 
November 13   Marilyn Rogers 
November 17   Dorothy Popp 
November 20   Mary Helen French 
November 26   Marilynn Reis 
November 30   Mary Jensen 
 
September 17   Ann Hemann 
September 20   Mary Puettmann 
September 26   Marian Pitzen 
October 12   Marjorie Michels 
October 13   Erma Duponcheele 
November 6   Frederick Halfman 
November 22   Mary Ann Klapperich 
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St. Isidore Cluster prints a newsletter quarterly: March, June, September, December. 

The newsletter staff isn’t always aware of happenings in our parishes. When you have an article/photos that 
you would like in the newsletter, please email to Annette at dbq152s@dbqarch.org the month prior: February, 
May, August, and November. 
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Return Service  Requested  

Baptisms 
SH   6-27-21 Hazel Evelyna Marie Jeannot, daughter of David & Kacey Jeannot 

Deaths 
VIS   12-13-19—Richard Moeller 
VIS   5-27-21 – Marvin Adams 
Meyer   5-28-21 – Suzanne Lohuis 
SH   6-2-21 – Kenneth Goodale 
VIS   6-4-21 – Rosella Brown 
Meyer   6-5-21 – Willard “Willie” Blake 
SH   6-6-21 – Dorothy Gerbig 
SH   6-30-21 – Clem Hemann 
VIS   7-4-21 – Gerwin Smith 
VIS   7-17-21 – Virgil Juenger 
SH   7-26-21 – William “Bill” Fox 
Meyer   8-2-21 – Russell Blaser 
SH   8-7-21 – Helen Kay Taets 
VIS   8-7-21 – Ruth Mayer 
 


