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Newsletter staff: Barbara Ann Brumm, Tammy Lamb, Annette Uker, Janice 
Schonrock, Marlys Rogers and Fr. Ray Burkle 

               Is it LENT already? Well not quite but just around the corner on 
March 2.  Of course, I’m writing this in the middle of February, so by the time 
you read this, it might already be Lent. 
 
          On Ash Wednesday, March 2, the 8:30 am Mass will be at Sacred Heart, 
Osage, and there will be a 7:00 pm Mass at Sacred Heart, Meyer. At both Mass-
es, ashes will be sprinkled on the top of heads like last year. There will be a Lit-
urgy of the Word with Holy Communion and Distribution of Ashes at Sacred 
Heart, Osage, at 6:30 pm led by a Lay Leader of Prayer. 
 
          Again, this year, due to covid, there will be no Lenten Lunches at the 
Methodist Church. However, the pastors are talking about taking turns record-
ing a message or talk, that could then be uploaded, and shared on our various 
websites and facebook pages for all to see. 
 
          There will be Stations of the Cross before the Wednesday and Friday 
Masses at Visitation during Lent. There will be Stations of the Cross on Fridays 
of Lent at 5:00 pm at Sacred Heart, Osage, which will be live-streamed on my 
Facebook page. 
 
          The Osage Knights of Columbus are holding their Friday Fish Fries at 
5:30 pm, beginning February 25. 
 
          The Sacrament of Reconciliation is every Saturday at 4:30 pm at Sacred 
Heart, Osage. Please look for times at Visitation in upcoming bulletins, as well 
as my emails that I send out weekly. If you are not getting my weekly emails 
and want to be added, please send me an email dbq152@dbqarch.org. 
 
 Palm Sunday is April 9 & 10. 
 Holy Thursday, April 14: Mass of Our Lord’s Supper is 6:30 pm at 
  Sacred Heart 
 Good Friday, April 15: Passion of Our Lord is 3:00 pm at Sacred Heart 
 Easter Vigil, April 16: 8:00 pm at Visitation 
 Easter Sunday, April 17: 8:30 am Mass at Visitation & 
  10:30 am Mass at Sacred Heart. 
            
God bless, and hope you have a Holy Lent and joyous Easter.  Fr. Ray 

Scalloped Turkey Drive-Thru Supper 

Visitation Parish 

Sunday, March 6                             4-6pm (or until gone) 

Stacyville Community Center Parking Lot 

Scalloped turkey casserole, corn, cranberries, cookie, & water/milk 

FREE WILL DONATION 

In town delivery available, call (641) 832-8718. 

Proceeds go towards the Visitation building fund. 

mailto:dbq152@dbqarch.org
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Visitation Church wraps up renovation project…by Casandra Leff  (EJ Newspaper) 

     After almost six months, the people of Visitation Church in Stacyville are close to returning to services in their building. 
     Since August 30, Riehle Decorating of Cresco has been refurbishing the 1905 church building, and due in large part to the 
strong relationship the company has built with the congregation, the parishioners are getting even more than they expected. 
     “These guys have been the best people to work with,” said Ronnie Pitzen, one of the committee members working on the 
renovation. “They have gone above and beyond. I want to thank them for the extras – they’ve done so much, it’s just unbeliev-
able. They’re like family to us, now.” 
     Like any family, Riehle’s relationship with Visitation Church dates back generations. Jerry Riehle recalls being in town for 
work done on the church in the 1950’s, as his father and grandfather did an earlier project. He and co-owners Ron (his son) 
and Dennis (his nephew) are the third and fourth generations to be involved with the business. 
     “I was three or four years old,” Jerry said, “and my brother, who was a couple years older, and I ran around with cap guns 
until we got kicked out of the church. I remember staying at the nuns’ house – the sisters took care of us while my mom went 
shopping for groceries in Austin.” 
     Jerry’s grandfather started the business in the 1930s. Now, he has been helping his son as a new generation of Riehles work 
on the church. Since the earlier generations were in Stacyville, another project took place in the early 1970s, and at that time, 
the main part of the church was painted white. When Ron first looked at the building, he was attracted to the architecture. 
     Once work started, though, his crew found even more than they expected. 
     “They found a lot of things they didn’t know were there,” Pitzen said. “They did a lot of extra work, and that set the project 
back.” 
     “It’s not a full restoration, but I wanted to recreate some of the artwork that probably was here,” Ron Riehle said. “We ren-
ovated some bad plaster, scraped loose paint, patched some bad patches and cracks with fiberglass mesh and painted the whole 
church with oil-based primer. We lined the ceiling and walls with a polymer fiberglass system. Then we painted a mock-up. 
We showed them samples of the colors and stencils to make sure the committee was happy.” 
     “We used their expertise,” Pitzen added. “They are awesome. A lot of people have stepped up to the plate and helped. No 
one has said ‘no’ if they could fit it into their schedule.” 
     Along with the church, statues and Stations of the Cross were also refurbished. This was an additional project, with no 
money coming from the building fund. “The money came from donations and memorials.” Pitzen commented. “I just had to 
ask, and suddenly, we had all the money we needed.” 
     Bryan Albert of Milwaukee, WI, painted the Stations of the Cross, and Kris Haase of Neola painted the statues. 
     Joining Pitzen on the committee were six other parish members – Anita Adams, Matt Thome, Don Holland, Becky Pitzen, 
Sheila Klapperich and Rosalie Lowe. They toured several churches to see examples and ideas, and the group was in agreement 
on the decisions made throughout the project. 
     “We all thought alike,” Becky Pitzen said of the project. “We changed our minds to think alike. We kept talking throughout 
– we were not always 100%, but there was never a big divide. We all came to see the project as it ended up to be.” 
     Riehle’s crew started working on August 30, 2021, and about 18 volunteers helped carry scaffolding into the building. 
Riehle’s crew set it up over the course of eight days in the main part of the church and then the sanctuary. Now, all the upper 
work is done, and scaffolding was taken down on January 21, also with considerable volunteer help. About two weeks of work 
remained, with the lower scaffolding, chair railing, wainscoting walls and the façade wall in the sanctuary and baseboards left 
to be completed. 
     “We worked to highlight and bring out some of the details,” Ron Riehle added. “I just want to accent the natural beauty of 
the church, the windows and the beautiful plaster work.” 
     A crew of about three people has been working on the building, with members of the parish donating time to help with the 
work. “There are good people here,” Ron said. “This is a good community.” 
     One special project while working on the church was a resin statue of Jesus Christ on the crucifix that stood against the 
back wall. Ron and the committee decided to paint the crucifix, which dates back to 1905 and will hang on the sanctuary wall 
in the front. 
     The work on the church has been long, but the final product is impressive. Just for the designs that frame the church’s 
stained-glass windows, seven steps were required to complete one small pattern, repeated for the entire length on both sides of 
the windows. 
     All of the colors used to paint the church were hand-mixed, and Riehle drew each design and cut almost all of the stencils 
by hand, except for those involving straight lines, which were cut with a laser. 
     While work has been done on Visitation Church, the parishioners have been attending services at Sacred Heart Oratory in 
nearby Meyer. “We are very blessed and thankful for their hospitality,” Ron Pitzen said. 
     The people of the community have helped out the crew, who has been living in a camper across the street from the church, 
bringing meals, cookies and treats and welcoming the workers into their homes for meals. 
     “It’s been a good time,” Pitzen said. “They’ve been so appreciative.” 
     Some of the funds for the project were raised during six scalloped turkey benefits, with the rest coming from parishioners, 
past parishioners and memorials. 
     This year’s meal is scheduled for March 6, which will be a drive-thru event. That date is also scheduled to be the 
first Mass to be celebrated in the renovated church. Before that, an open house is scheduled for February 27 at 2pm with a 
program scheduled to begin at 2:30pm. 
     The congregation is hoping the public will join its family in enjoying and celebrating the blessing of its 117-year-old 
church upon the completion of its big renovation project. 
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Visitation Church renovation 
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Visitation Church renovation 
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Visitation Faith Formation Classrooms...by Barbara Ann Brumm 

First grade room with a white board 
with prayers that the children wrote 
on. 
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Visitation Faith Formation...by Barbara Ann Brumm 

Enjoy the collage of photos on pages 5 and 6 of the classrooms, prayer corner, students writing letters, making 
cards, a rosary project, etc. from the Visitation Faith Formation Center. The Students and Catechists are back 
in their classrooms this year. We are slowly crawling out from under the blanket of Covid, yet we continue to 
be very cautious. The students keep busy forming their Faith through prayer, the Bible based curriculum, as 
well as participating in classroom seasonal and Holy Day projects and activities. This is the fourth year the 
students have been sending prayer cards and letters to the Seminarians in Minor Seminary at Vianney House 
(Loras College) Dubuque and Major Seminary at Mundelein Seminary in Illinois. They receive many thank-
you notes and prayers from the Seminarians which keeps everyone connected. The students and staff send well 
wishes and other cards to the community homebound and sent cards at Christmas and on Valentine’s Day to 
the community, plus colored Valentine pictures for the residents of the Stacyville and St. Ansgar Nursing 
Homes.  
 
We appreciate the dedication of our Catechists who assist the parents in offering the students opportu-
nities to grow in their Faith. When I visit the classrooms, I smile with gratitude as I see the completed 
projects that are on the classroom tables or displayed on the bulletin boards or about the room. These 
are examples of how the Catechists lead the students to express their Faith through word and art.   



 

Page 7 ST. ISIDORE NEWSLETTER  

Sacred Heart Faith Formation Advent Projects...by Tammy  Lamb 
 
Sacred Heart Faith Formation grades 1-8 worked on Advent projects that were then displayed in the gathering 
area during Advent. The 1st-5th graders made Jesse Trees out of dead Mums. The dead Mums were spray paint-
ed and then the children put their Jesse Tree ornaments on them. The 6th-8th graders made angel wings. These 
were made by gluing old “Give Us This Day” or “Music Issue” pages to cardboard. All the kids did a great 
job! 

6th grade 7th grade 8th grade 
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Sacred Heart Faith Formation Christmas Program...by Tammy  Lamb 
 
On December 19, the Sacred Heart Faith Formation youth performed “The Beginning of the Holy Family”, a 
Christmas story. Thank You to everyone that came out to watch the children or watched on Facebook. 
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Leo Chisholm Honored by Knights of Columbus...by Marlys Rogers   (continued on page 10) 
 
Nominated by his peers, an honor in itself, Leo Chisholm was in-
ducted into the Knights of Columbus Hall of Fame for the State of 
Iowa on December 4, 2021. The ceremony followed a banquet at the 
Holiday Inn in Des Moines. 
    
Leo, 91, has served with the Knights for over 60 years and is now an 
Honorary Life Member. He belongs to the VIP Club and in his life-
time has proposed and signed 148 new members.  
  
He has held most of the local offices, including Deputy Grand 
Knight during the year-long period 1976-1977, and Grand Knight in 
’77-’78. That year Osage was designated a Star Council.   
    
On September 1, 1981, councils in Garner, Clear Lake, and Forest 
City were dedicated. All of them were initiated by Leo. This date 
marked the only time 3 councils were dedicated on the same day. 
Leo wasn’t finished. He initiated two more councils, Belmond and 
Stacyville, also dedicated in 1981. Over the years, five deacons have 
been ordained from these five councils. Leo had the honor of chair-
ing the 1st, 25th, and 40th anniversaries of the dedications in Garner, 
Clear Lake, and Forest City. 
 
In the period ’81-’82, under Leo’s leadership as District Deputy, seven clubs were named as Star Councils – 
Osage, Garner, Clear Lake, Forest City, Elma, Mason City, and Charles City. In 1982 Leo was named number 
one District Deputy in Iowa and served as a delegate to the Supreme Council for the 100th anniversary of the 
Knights of Columbus.   
 
In ’82-’83 he served on the executive committee for the state K of C, acting as Membership Chairman. In that 
one-year period state membership climbed above 30,000 for the first time. In 1982 he was a delegate to the 
Supreme Office to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Knights of Columbus. 
 
For years Leo served on the 1st Degree Team for the Osage Council. The levels of membership in the Knights 
are designated as Degrees, with the lessons for the 1st Degree on the Core Principle of Charity, 2nd Degree Uni-
ty, 3rd Degree Fraternity, and 4th Degree Patriotism. 
 
In 1987 Leo was honored again by the Knights, but for a different kind of accomplishment. The Iowa K of C 
sponsored a free-throw contest, and at the age of 57, Leo won the Free Throw Championship in the senior divi-
sion. He smiles when he tells about this one. 
 
Biography 
Leo was born on December 24, 1930, in Osage, son of Dan and Rose Chisholm. There were 4 brothers and 3 
sisters. He grew up on a farm west of Osage. It was the Depression and the family was “poor”, “but everyone 
was poor”. He attended grade school in Mitchell, then St. Mary’s Academy in New Haven for 7th, 8th, and 9th 
grades. Teachers there were the Sisters of Notre Dame. Having admitted he was a “little devil” in school, Leo 
said the kids figured the sisters had played on the backfield for the University of Notre Dame. 
 
He graduated from Mason City High School, then served in the U.S. Navy from 1948-1950. He was stationed 
at Pearl Harbor, but brought back to the States to serve the rest of his time stationed in California, where in ad-
dition to his other duties, he played on the Navy baseball team.  
 
Leo attended Mason City Junior College (now NIACC) and graduated from the University of Minnesota with 
a degree in mortuary science. He entered into a very happy marriage to Elsie Suby from Fertile, Iowa, 67 years 
ago. They have three children: Tim, of Eden Prairie, MN, Cindy Ehrisman of Monticello, IA, and Jon of 
Osage. They have six grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. 
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Leo Chisholm Honored by Knights of Columbus...by Marlys Rogers (continued from page 9) 
 
After graduation from the University, Leo opened a funeral home in Riceville, which he owned for 13 years. 
He left the funeral home business to sell insurance in Osage – Knights of Columbus products at first, then 
Principal and Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance for 35 years. He is still active as a BC/BS agent. 
 
Projects and Organizations 
Leo has been a leader in many projects and organizations. In 1983 he rented the KC Hall and organized the 
first of 13 community Thanksgiving dinners. The meals were free and offered for all who were alone or in 
need. The first dinner must have been a very welcome surprise for the attendees. There was organ music and 
singing by three nuns. The food was served on China, with crème de menthe to top the meal. No wonder Leo 
was recognized for organizing these dinners, which were chosen as one of the top community events in the na-
tion.   
 
In 1985, Leo started the Mitchell County Food Bank and ran it for 35 years. During these years over 1,000,000 
meals were provided to residents of the county. Leo is still the director, though Denny Johnson now takes care 
of daily activities.   
 
There is a story connected to Leo’s involvement in another organization. He is a multiple cancer survivor. Leo 
had a potentially deadly melanoma in his neck, jaw, and under his arm. It was close to his voice box. Lying in 
his hospital bed, Leo promised God that if he kept his voice, he would be a spokesman for the American Can-
cer Society. Over the years, with his love of fundraising, he has raised more than $1,000,000 for this organiza-
tion alone. 
 
In 2013, Leo was inducted into the Iowa Volunteer Hall of Fame. 
 
The Church 
Sacred Heart Church has had the benefit of Leo’s many talents. He has served as a Eucharistic Minister for 
over 45 years and has taken Communion to the Homebound for over 35 years. He served two terms on each of 
the following councils: Church School Board, Parish Council, and St. Isidore Cluster Council. He has been 
active in many other ways as well. 
 
Leo has some colorful memories related to the church. Early in life he remembers his family praying the Ro-
sary during Lent. He felt vacation church school was “unfair” as it was always held at the end of summer dur-
ing the “fair”. The kids could hear the fair’s penned cows “bellering through the school’s open windows”.   
 
On Good Friday, from 12:00 – 3:00 p.m., stores and the bank were closed and it seemed “the world stood 
still”. No one was to eat meat on any Friday during the year. The boys wondered whether, after Vatican II, 
those in hell or purgatory who were there because they had eaten meat – got out. 
 
Leo remembers the Latin Mass, and a line to go to Confession. He said that Pre Vatican II there were lots of 
rules, but no complaining. Post Vatican II – fewer rules but considerably more complaining. It was said that 
Vatican II let in the breeze, but Leo said many thought it let in a tornado. 
 
Through the years, Leo has received many honors. He said he did not work for honors, but did what he did be-
cause it was a good thing to do. Leo likes being around positive people and considers himself one of these. He 
said that he and Elsie have had an “enjoyable life” – a “wonderful journey”. This has included wintering in 
Florida, Arizona, and Texas, and traveling to eleven countries. He kissed the Blarney Stone in Ireland, 123 feet 
above ground, at Blarney Castle. 

??A GOOD QUESTION?? 
When you have visitors in your Home, are they able to See you are Catholic? 
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     We approached the Gerdes home on a sunny win-
ter afternoon. Located west of Spring Creek, on a 
wooded acreage just outside of Osage, the house 
itself is long and low, nestled on this day in soft 
banks of snow. Inside is an art show.   
     Jim’s wife, Helen, greeted me at the door and led 
me into the kitchen, where a piece of unfinished 
wall art lay on the counter. With Helen’s observa-
tions interspersed, Jim began to explain the basics 
of his newest art form - beautiful, intriguing wall art 
made with geometric pieces of wood in varied or 
repeating patterns. He uses trapezoids, parallelo-
grams, diamonds, etc. 
     Some form embellished stars, some resemble 
flowers, and some are abstract. The latter are beau-
tiful, too, but a feature of interest is optical illusion 
that results from playing with perspective and con-
trasting woods and stains to create the look of three 
dimensions. Letting the eyes go a bit fuzzy allows 
the brain to bring up a different interpretation. For 
example, what looks like ascending stairs in one 
view becomes angled overhead beams in another.    
     Other wall art is made using the technique of 
what in quilting is called strip piecing. The connec-
tion to quilting is not surprising, given that many of 
the ideas for this art come from quilt patterns – and 
Helen is a gifted quilter. 
     History of these projects begins with the descent 
of covid-19 and an old kitchen table painted green. 
Covid kept the couple from getting out and about as 
much as previously, so they looked for more they 
could do at home. Jim nearly got into trouble when 
he started to cut an old battered kitchen table into 
pieces – to burn. Helen saw it was oak, and vetoed 
that idea.   
     The table was in bad shape. It had probably been 
used last in a washroom. Part of it was painted 
green, part of it had been stripped, part of it had 
been better stripped, and part of it was stained as 
with ink. Reconsidering, Jim saw the possibilities 
Helen had seen.   
     They imperfectly re-stripped the table, and Jim 
began to cut the wood into strips, with some pieces 
longer than others and all of them different in some 
way. They used plywood for a backing and glued 
the strips to it, running them at a diagonal and fram-
ing it as a large rectangle.  It was the equivalent of 
strip-piecing in quilting, only using wood instead of 
fabric. Today it forms the backdrop for a tall black 
rooster. 
     Jim is generous with his art. He donated nine 
pieces of wall art to Sacred Heart’s booth at last 
year’s Autumn Artistry. Eight of them sold. Equally 
impressive is the manner in which he “sells” his   

Jim Gerdes and Creating with Wood...by Marlys Rogers (continued on page 12) 

work in Helen’s quilting studio. Her customers 
have the opportunity to see it on display. The price 
is not minimal – ranging from $150 to $200 – but 
the work sells. The beauty of it is that the entire 
proceeds, cost of labor and materials included, go 
to the charity of the buyer’s choice. 
     The Gerdes home is full of art, much of it creat-
ed by Jim – from a wall of impressive cherry cabi-
nets to wall art to wood carvings, the rich and 
warm tones of wood surround the visitor.  Depend-
ing on where one is standing, outside light brings 
out the differing effects of playing with perspec-
tive. Helen describes the wall art as being 
“plastered” on the walls, with little space remain-
ing. 
     The house itself was delivered in wall sections, 
leaving a great deal of work to be done primarily 
by Jim. Over the years, with some non-expert help 
from Helen, he has made three additions. What has 
become the living room is an inviting space, with 
large windows on three sides. It seems to project 
into the lightly wooded area at the back. Bird feed-
ers hanging from the eaves are busy, and Helen 
said on the day previous they saw eight pairs of 
cardinals at one time. 
     Inside the living room is a variety of art forms – 
a painted wooden swan with a crackle finish, and a 
carved walnut heron and pheasant, all created by 
Jim. There are also several items fashioned from 
what was retrieved from the old church, like a ver-
tical piece of colorful stained glass from the back 
of the church. Jim framed and hung it in the west 
window. It glowed, allowing light to shine through 
it the afternoon I was there.  
     Hanging in the east window was a panel from 
one of the exterior doors in the old church. The 
glass was lightly stained brown. Jim made a num-
ber of crosses and frames for these panels, mostly 
from oak floor boards.  
     Jim has made a number of things for the new 
church. He made stands so we could use the pair of 
gold, wing-shaped candelabras found stored un-
used in the old church. About 2 ½ years ago a Reli-
gious Ed group initiated a project to collect prayer 
intentions. Jim made a standing cross with a plexi-
glass front and back to show the colored prayer 
petitions. He has also made pedestals for baskets 
containing budget and special collections offer-
ings. 
Ingenuity is often required for projects, like what 
to do with the stone pedestals placed at the back of 
the old church to hold dishes of holy water. The 
heavy stone needed to be moved to Jim’s shop so 
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he could clean and fit it for its new use. Take a closer look at the 
statues of Jesus and Mary in the Sacred Heart sanctuary. The 
clean stone now supports a wooden base, which in turn supports a 
statue. It looks like a straightforward project, but moving the ped-
estals and securely attaching the wooden base to the stone re-
quired the ingenuity. 
     Jim was born and raised in Woden, Iowa. He says he was natu-
rally drawn to constructing things because his German grandfa-
ther was a carpenter and his father was a contractor. One of Jim’s 
three brothers (all deceased) owned a lumber yard, and the other 
two were contractors. Jim was the only brother to leave Woden. 
     After high school, Jim worked for a few years for his dad. He 
enlisted in the army in 1958 for two years and was stationed in 
Germany. His job was driving a jeep, transporting officers. His 
company’s assignment was to be ready to ship out to Lebanon, 
but it happened that no action was required. While on leave, Jim 
had the opportunity to take trips to Austria, Italy, Switzerland, and 
England. He got to attend the Tulip Festival in Holland and the 
Brussels World’s Fair, where he had a chance to see Sputnik. 
     He enrolled at Mason City Junior College in 1960, then attend-
ed Arizona State night school and finally Mankato State where he 
majored in Industrial Arts and met Helen, who was also studying 
there to become a teacher. They were married at St. Michael’s 
Church in Milroy, Minnesota in the summer prior to their first 
teaching jobs. These were both at Starmont Schools, which in-
cluded Strawberry Point, Arlington, and Lamont. They taught 
there for three years, then moved to Osage Community Schools in 
1968, where they remained for the rest of their teaching careers.  
Jim retired in 1996 and Helen in 1999. 
     Jim enjoyed teaching industrial arts. He said developing pro-
jects for his students really required creativity. He likes to hear 
about what some of his old students are doing in the community, 
and what they remember from their days in his classroom.   
     Teachers needed summer jobs. Jim was a natural for helping to 
construct a bus barn and concession stand. He sounded less enthu-
siastic about the summer he and one other man laid an enormous 
amount of tile in the high school halls and cafeteria. The next 
summer he helped lay tile in all the classrooms. Since retirement, 
jobs have turned to hobbies – art, golf, hunting, and fishing. 
     The couple has four children and thirteen grandchildren. They 
have received many gifts from Jim and Helen. It amuses them that 
their grandchildren differ so much in the way they ask for things. 
Some are hesitant about asking, while others are quite vocal. 
     Their children: Kelly Bulanda of St. Louis, Missouri is an en-
gineer and designer; Patty Benzing of Solon is a bio-medical en-
gineer; Dan Gerdes of Lynn Haven, Florida is another engineer; 
and Nick Gerdes of Knoxville is a pharmacist. They are all crea-
tive. 
     Jim and Helen are a team. Jim doesn’t talk a lot, but Helen 
does, and fast. They help each other with projects, though their 
style is different. Helen must have a drawn-out plan. Jim likes to 
“ad lib”. Helen is an avid quilter and loves to quilt in her studio. 
Jim, the avid wood-worker who tires of TV says, “The shop is my 
salvation.” 

Jim Gerdes and Creating with Wood...by Marlys Rogers (continued from page 11) 
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Christmas Cookie Sales 
THANK YOU to all those that ordered Christmas cookies and/or donated money. The St. Isidore Youth Group 
sold 184 boxes of Christmas cookies and raised over $970. 

Sacred Heart Faith Formation...by Tammy  Lamb 
 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” 
The “Souper Bowl of Caring” weekend was held February 12-13. Youth across the nation have turned the 
largest weekend for football into the largest weekend for donations to help fight hunger in their communities. 
This year, the Faith Formation children stood in the gathering area (at Sacred Heart Church) or in the back of 
church (at Mayer Oratory) and took donations for “Meals on Wheels” of Mitchell County. Thank You for 
supporting the children and this cause. We have collected $1,675.45 so far.  
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Lucille Hultman Turns 100 on April 15, 2022...by Marlys Rogers 
 

The day of the interview, in her room at Faith Lutheran Home, Lucille sat up-
right, alert, waiting patiently for my arrival. She brightened to say “hello”, as 
we knew each other from when she lived at Evergreen senior apartments. I did 
remove my mask momentarily so she would have more of a clue to who I was, 
knowing she can’t see at all well, and has a lot of trouble hearing my soft voice. 
Her son, Roger, was there. He had given her the heads-up regarding what we 
were about to do.   
 

Lucille was born in Osage, at home, on April 15, 1922.  Her parents were 
Charles and Christine Mandler. She was the youngest of six children: Leona 
Rogers, Marie Kobernusz, Stella Neuerburg, Rose Spurgeon, and Frank Man-
dler.   
 

She has two children, Roger Hultman of Austin, Minnesota, and Janice Mauer 
of Oskaloosa, seven grandchildren, and 17 great-grandchildren. Roger helped 
answer some of the questions, but at times we both had to turn to Lucille for correct spelling. She did not hesi-
tate. 
 

Growing up in Osage, Lucille played with dolls, roller skated at the Starlight Rink, and learned to play 500.  
She walked to school at the Washington building, and to church at Sacred Heart. As the daughter of good Ger-
mans, Lucille went with her sisters from door to door selling homemade sauerkraut. The children were not 
always helpful, however. Lucille said, “We were naughty.” They made May baskets and gave them to friends, 
though on one occasion they tied a string to the basket, and hid. When the recipient bent to pick it up, the chil-
dren tugged on the string and pulled it right out of her hands. Lucille laughed, but as an afterthought said, “I 
felt bad.” 
 

She married Lawrence Hultman in 1939, having met him at a dance. They went often to the Terp ballroom in 
Austin – polka, waltz, and two-step. Until very late in life, Lucille took every opportunity to dance. 
 

The couple farmed near Little Cedar. She drove the tractor and hauled grain to town in the fall. Lucille also 
ran the chicken operation – 400 laying hens raised from chicks. They packed the eggs for sale in 30-dozen 
cases. There were so many eggs, the family had all they could do to eat the cracked ones.   
 

Lucille baked pies and cakes and made all kinds of things like jams, jellies, etc. She made noodles and 
“rivuals” – little German dumplings. There was a big garden, and a lot of canning to do. 
 

Lawrence, later with Roger’s help, raised pigs and fed cattle bought in the West. He owned a semi and hauled 
corn and hay to Wisconsin. Sometimes Lucille rode along. On the return trip he often hauled feeder pigs, and 
tried to sell them to farmers off the truck. Those he couldn’t sell were his to raise. One year he brought back 
100 pigs.  He thought he was stuck with them. It turned out it was a good year for pigs and he made quite a bit 
of money. 
 

In the middle 80’s the couple retired to Osage. They found a new hobby – making trips to casinos. Lawrence, 
a Methodist, converted to Catholicism and joined the Knights of Columbus. Lucille and her sister, Delores, 
sang in the funeral choir.   
 

Lawrence passed away in 2006 and Lucille moved to Evergreen a year later. She especially enjoyed playing 
500 on Mondays, bingo at Faith Home on Thursdays, and musical entertainment. In 2020, she moved to Faith 
Home, where she can continue to enjoy bingo and frequent music presentations. When asked to what she at-
tributes her long life, she said, “working hard and dancing”. 
 

Birthday cards may be sent to Lucille at Faith Lutheran Home, 914 Davidson Drive, Room A-6, Osage, 
Iowa 50461. 
 
There will be an open house for Lucille on Saturday, April 16, from 1-3pm at the Columbus Club in 
Osage. The public is invited. 
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What is this devotion to Divine Mercy all about? Well, 
I’m going to begin this article by telling you my first ex-
perience with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. It was in No-
vember of 2015 and I was visiting my brother in the nurs-
ing home. He was very sick, in fact, he was just days 
from leaving us. I had emailed my kids to ask them to 
pray for him. Shortly after, I received an email back from 
one of them requesting that I pray this “Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy” over my dear brother. I had heard about this but 
really didn’t understand what it was about. I read the 
prayers to myself and frankly I was somewhat perplexed? 
I use the rosary ?..and say these special prayers on the 
beads, not the Hail Marys and Our Fathers?  Okay…  So, 
I sat by his bedside with my rosary in one hand and Flip-
Phone in the other while he slept. I began by making The 
Sign of the Cross, then saying the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
and Apostles Creed on the 3 Hail Mary beads…and of-
fered this chaplet for my dying brother. (Tears flowing)  
Then to continue, I read the first prayer (on the Our Fa-
ther bead). 
The First Decade: 
 “Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, our Lord, Je-
sus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world.”  
 On to the 10 Hail Mary beads: 
“For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world.”  (Repeat 10 times, then on to 
the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th decades, ending with): 
“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have 
Mercy on us and on the whole world” (repeat 3 times) 
 
To be honest, I hadn’t done this before and didn’t know 
what I was doing. I just Trusted that God knew. (My 
daughters did, too)  And, I found out later, Jesus asked 
Faustina to have a special image of Him painted with the 
words, “Jesus I Trust in You” printed across the bottom 
of the painting.  It’s all about TRUST! (See photo) 
 
After this experience I began reading about the life of St. 
Faustina Kowalska and her visits from Jesus. She was 
born in Poland in 1905 to a fairly wealthy family, the 4th 
of 10 children. At age 15 while attending a dance she 
heard a voice asking her how long she was going to make 
him wait. She soon tried to get into a convent, but since 
she only had 3 years of schooling none would accept 
her. Finally, at age 20, she was accepted but was given 
only menial jobs like working in the kitchen, gardens and 
being a door keeper. When she began having ‘visits’ 
from Jesus and told the sisters about them, they thought 
she was having nightmares, was mentally ill or lying. 
They had her evaluated by doctors and psychiatrists, but 
all said she was okay. The priest she was seeing believed 
she really was visiting with Jesus. He told her to start 
writing in a journal all that Jesus was telling her. She did 
this and eventually the nuns treated her better and be-
lieved her. Jesus was telling her about his Mercy, asking 
her to spread the word about His Divine Mercy. One of 
the people who heard about her and devoted himself to 
this was to become Pope John Paul II from Poland.  

St. Faustina 

In fact, Faustina was in a 
convent in the same city 
where he lived, Krakow. “As 
The Divine Mercy, Jesus in-
structs us to approach Him in 
prayer to ask for His mercy, 
to let His mercy flow from us 
to others, and above all, to 
Trust completely in Him in 
order to truly experience the 
graces of His mercy.” Proba-
bly the most compelling re-
sources to help us understand 
His Mercy are the many sto-
ries people tell of their con-
version experiences because 
of The Divine Mercy mes-
sage and image. The Knights 
of Columbus have made a 
series of videos about some 
of these conversions. Google them or find them on 
YouTube.   
 
I mentioned earlier in this story that Jesus told Faustina to 
have this special Image of himself painted. It depicts Je-
sus with His hands placed as in a blessing, with one hand 
on his heart with 2 rays of light coming forth from his 
heart. One is for His Blood (red), the other a (clear color) 
for the Water pouring from Him as He died on the Cross 
for us. And as I said he asked Faustina to have these 
words printed at the bottom. “Jesus, I Trust in You” 
 
Faustina died in 1938 (The year my parents were mar-
ried). She died of tuberculosis. Pope John Paul II (now 
Saint) canonized her in the year 2000, the first saint of 
the new millennium. He also proclaimed the “Second 
Sunday of Easter, from now on throughout the Church 
will be called DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY.” That is the 
Sunday after Easter. Let me quote also his prayer, the last 
paragraph of this proclamation: 
“And you, Faustina, a gift of God to our time, a gift from 
the land of Poland to the whole Church, obtain for us an 
awareness of the depth of Divine Mercy; help us to have 
a living experience of it and to bear witness to it among 
our brothers and sisters. May your message of light and 
hope spread throughout the world, spurring sinners to 
conversion, calming rivalries and hatred and opening in-
dividuals and nations to the practice of brother-
hood. Today fixing our gaze with you in the face of the 
risen Christ, let us make our own your prayer of Trusting 
abandonment and say with firm hope:  Christ Jesus, I 
Trust in You!” 
 
I hope you have learned a little about St. Faustina and the 
devotion to Divine Mercy and will search for more! I es-
pecially love the sung versions of the Chaplet! Beautiful 
and Inspiring.   
 
God bless you. 

Divine Mercy and St. Faustina…by Janice Schonrock 
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Lent Online…by Janice Schonrock 

 
Lent is here! Lent online? Well, let’s see if we can find some ways to grow in our faith and spirituality using 
sites online. There are several Catholic websites that are offering books, podcasts, emails (weekly or daily 
scripture reflections) and more to help us with our Lenten Journey. Get ready to PRAY & FAST & GIVE! 
Here are a few suggestions: 
 
 DYNAMIC CATHOLIC:  Matthew Kelly is offering “Best Lent Ever” again this year. Sign up and you will 

receive an email each day. It promises to be an even better journey this year with 2 videos included with 
the daily emails. This is Free! However. there are books to go along with the videos, but you do not have to 
purchase those. 

ST. PAUL CENTER:  Dr. Scott Hahn is offering a Free Lenten streaming video series of faith-inspiring 
talks. This series includes talks on Confession, prayer, the Eucharist, and knowing the Gospels. Sign up 
and watch beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 2. 

ABIDING TOGETHER:  Sister Miriam James Heidland with friends, Michelle and Heather host this Pod-
cast. For Lent this year they will be journeying through a six-part series based on a book written by Sister 
Miriam, “Restore” A Guided Lent Journal for Prayer and Meditation”. This book can be ordered from Ave 
Maria Press or Amazon. Each week the Podcast will be a discussion on the chapters of this book. I believe 
there will also be discussion questions in their Episode notes. Find the podcast for Free wherever you get 
your podcasts. This would be fun to do with a friend or family member. After listening you could meet 
(FaceTime?) And talk about it! My daughters and I are doing this. 

THE SCIENCE OF SAINTHOOD:  Matthew Leonard presents a “Step-by-Step Spiritual Formation That Will 
Radically Transform Your Life”. This is a series of Free talks during Lent that are said to teach you, 
“Everything you should have learned about Catholic spirituality, but never did.” Sounds interesting. Free 
sign up at (scienceofsainthood.com) 

BIBLE IN A YEAR:  Father Mike Schmitz from the University of Minnesota, Duluth started this in January of 
2021. It is now on YouTube, so you can start anytime and at your own pace. If it takes you 3 years that is 
just fine. Just start with #1 and continue… each day is numbered on YouTube. What a great way to start 
Lent! 

AND… FOR KIDS…LENT ACTIVITY BOOK… “Preparing for Easter with Catholic Activities”. Find this 
on (amazon.com) There are also Catholic children’s books on the Mass and Sacraments as well as saint 
stories on Amazon and YouTube. 

VIDEOS FOR TEENS:  Father Mike Schmitz has lots of videos on YouTube sponsored by Ascension Press 
that are meant for the young people. Some are from Youth Conferences… so Good! 

      Another priest, called the “singing” priest, Father Rob Galea also has YouTube videos meant for teens. He 
has sung for the Pope!  Check out his life story and music videos. There are a couple of Father singing with 
his mother! Sweet.               

 
LET US REMEMBER: (PRAY & FAST & GIVE) IT IS LENT!!  
 
God Bless You and have a Great “LENT ONLINE.”  

Faith and Family as Seen by a Senior…by Fay Christensen 
My husband just shared a beautiful bohemian cardinal he found on Facebook- So beyond beautiful, a light red-
dish orange. The wings were very detailed – like little inlays of different vivid colors. It, then again, hit me. Do 
we take time to appreciate these God given beauties – beautiful sunsets. (I don’t see many sunrises.)  
That big buck deer I see each morning as I look out my bathroom window.  
The silhouettes of the trees in a sunset, unbelievable beauty.  
Those cute, little, tiny toes all in a row of our new precious baby.  
Our families so giving and caring. 
Yes, we have been so busy our past years raising family and all that goes with it. Now it is time to sit back and 
enjoy what God has so abundantly given us. Thank you, God. Remember, today is the oldest you have ever 
been, yet the youngest you will ever be, so enjoy this day while it lasts. 

When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, “Jesus, could you get that for me?” 

http://scienceofsainthood.com
http://amazon.com
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Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference...by Deb Popp 
 
Beauty in Christ, Holy Women of the Visitation: 2022 Archdioceses of Dubuque Women’s Conference was 
an on-line event again this year, with several of us distance seating in our church gathering area. The sun was 
shining, the fireplace was crackling, it was a tad chilly outside, there was plenty of coffee and snacks!  It was 
great to share the morning with others as Archbishop Jackels welcomed us and then Liz Kelly and Emily Ja-
minet shared their stories.  
 
Emily spoke on the four hearts of the Visitation, how Mary traveled to see Elizabeth, how John the Baptist 
leapt in her womb when Mary spoke, and the fourth heart, the one of Jesus.  I pondered on the miracle of 
conception, not just Elizabeth’s in her old age, Mary’s Immaculate Conception and the immaculate concep-
tion of Jesus, but my own miracles of conceptions of my 2 sons, which according to the doctor should not 
have occurred or at least not without help or years of trying. The wonder and awe of experiencing a growing 
baby in utero, this miracle taking place within me, under my mother’s heart, and when the baby would move 
at the sound of parent’s voices. I can only imagine how Elizabeth felt as John the Baptist leapt and as she 
prayed “blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus”. 
  
Emily also spoke on “Pondering Prayerfulness”, several phrases from the talk caught my attention: “be the 
best we can be”, “give God more time” asking “Jesus to join me in my (petition of the moment)”, “pray to 
the Holy Heart of Jesus”, pray the rosary to the Holy Wounds and one of my recent favorites “Jesus, I trust in 
You”. 
 
How my own challenges- like the loaves and the fishes- can be turned into a feast, if I let them. This one I 
am still pondering in my heart, trying to decide if I can put those feasts into words in a gratitude journal as 
suggested by Emily. This also brought to mind a friend, who is going through a cancer journey, losing a leg, 
whom I am going to share this, as I can see how he is turning it into a feast.   
 
Miracles with a small “m”, everyday happenings, that truly must be, well, miracles…. unusual or wonderful 
events or happenings that occur caused by the power of God. (Merriam-Webster).   Well, that brought forth a 
flood of memories, that just had to be miracles, the right place at the right time to see a spectacular sunrise, 
sunset, rainbow, eagle, a series of events: seemingly unrelated, that, after the fact, all of a sudden make sense 
in the timing….  And the list goes on….  
 
For me, it was much needed inspiriting day, filled with friends, prayer, quiet, sharing, ponderings and food, 
as our day ended with a chili-chicken noodle soup luncheon.  
 
I am looking forward to next year, and not sure which one is the best experience, (they have all been awe-
some,) having been in person a few years, last year was on-line in my living room and this year gathered 
with others locally, (I don’t miss the drive), I do miss the vendor booths and adoration chapel; whatever the 
venue, I plan to be there!  
 
 It was an awesome “Be still and know that I am God” day.  Psalm 46:10.  

“THE CHOSEN” Series    -    Season Two 
COME AND SEE Jesus through the eyes of 

those who knew Him! 
Watts Theatre—Osage 

Free Admission     Free small Popcorn     Door Prizes 
SUNDAYS: Doors open at 4:30, Show at 5:00 
MONDAYS: Doors open at 6:30, Show at 7:00 

Sunday and Monday, March 20 & 21 (Episodes 1 & 2) 
Sunday and Monday, March 27 & 28 (Episodes 3 & 4) 

Sunday and Monday, April 3 & 4 (Episodes 5 & 6) 
Sunday and Monday, April 10 & 11 (Episodes 7 & 8) 
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Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference...by Barbara Ann Brumm 
 
2022 Archdiocesan Women's Conference 
Beauty in Christ: Holy Women of the Visitation 
Saturday, January 29, 2022 
Time: 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
This teleconference event explored the Visitation between Mary and Elizabeth! This 
year's conference featured two national speakers: Liz Kelly and Emily Jaminet, prayer 
opportunities, music, blessed conversation with other holy women, and more! Because 
the conference was virtual, it enabled women to participate from the comfort of their 
own homes or to gather in parishes to experience the virtual event together!  
 
The 2022 Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference was a great success again this year through the benefit of tel-
econference. Seven ladies from St. Isidore registered and attended the teleconference either through a gather-
ing at the Sacred Heart Church gathering area or individually in their homes. The program began with prayer 
and then a welcome by Archbishop Michael O. Jackels. Following the talks there was a question and answer 
segment. Breakout sessions offered the participants an opportunity to speak directly with the guest speakers.  
Since this was teleconferenced, it was great to see groups of ladies gathered at different sites throughout the 
Archdiocese. These presentations left the participants reflecting on living daily with a heart like Jesus, Mary, 
John the Baptist and Elizabeth, as well as pondering how to transform our daily lives into an absolute loving 
relationship with God, after hearing the stories of the lives of Blessed Benedetta and Eve Lavalliere. May 
Mary always be our example of humble patient service, prayerful listening, and everlasting love for God and 
all of his people. We are looking forward to the next conference.  
The topics of the talks at the conference were: 
“Contemplating the Four Hearts of the Visitation” and “Pondering Prayerfulness” by Emily Jaminet 
“She Held Jesus in Her Palm: Meet Blessed Benedetta” and “A Modern Visitation: Meet Eve Lavalliere” by 
Liz Kelly 
 
Special thanks to the Archdiocesan Council of Women (ACCW) for sponsoring the Conference! You 
can find out more about ACCW by going to their website at https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-
women. 

Why Go To Church? 
     A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 
church every Sunday. 
     “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But 
for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are 
wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” 
     This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. 
     It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time, my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of 
me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this. They all nourished me 
and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physi-
cally dead today. 
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 
When you are DOWN to nothing…God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible 
and receives the impossible! 
Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment! 

March 16 & April 20 
Sacred Heart Church Hall 

Play Bingo from 10:30-11:30am          $.25 per card — 50% payout 
Following Bingo, there will be a light lunch at a cost of $5. 

Public is welcome! Bring your friends! Come for Coffee, Bingo, Lunch & Fun! 
We had 46 people attend on February 16. Fun was had by ALL!! 

https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=01ca8bdb6a&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d85416b592751b809eadab4da&id=798d195c03&e=22831551f6
https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women
https://dbqarch.org/council-of-catholic-women


 

Anniversaries 
 
25 years 
April 12   Jason & Christa Merten 
 
40 years 
May 8   Steven & Mary Jo Ruehlow 
 
45 years 
April 23   Gary & Jolene Hemann 
 
50 years 
April 29   James & Linda Wagner 
 
55 years 
May 13   Joel & Judy Voaklander 
 
60 years 
May 12   Lawrence & Karan Crilly 
 

Happy Birthday!  
 
Celebrate 85 years and older! 
 
March 1   Arlene Brown 
March 4   Darlene Hemann (SH) 
March 6   Leo Meitner 
March 24   Betty Clark 
March 27   Ruth Ginder 
March 30   Joan Hemann 
April 2   Herschel Fry 
April 9   Marcella Chrencik 
April 12   Marcella Voight 
April 15   Lucille Hultman 
April 22   Mary Ann O’Neill 
April 25   Dona Kubicek 
April 28   Delores Hemann 
April 29   Gary Mork 
May 5   John (Pete) Duren 
May 5   Montel Hernan 
May 26   Angela Werner 
 
March 13   Glen Mayer 
March 16   Mary Blake 
March 24   Wilbur Puettmann 
April 4   Mary Brumm 
May 1   Marcella Hackenmiller 
May 3   Esther Klapperich 
May 4   Joan Koenigs 
May 6   Betty Brumm 
May 19   Darlene Hemann (VIS) 
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Baptisms 
SH   1-1-22   Royal David, son of Jonathan Rogers & Tess Mayer 

VIS   2-26-22   Rigens Faye, daughter of Jason & Kayla Koenigs 

 

 

New Parishioners 
SH   Cindy Shank 
 

Deaths 
VIS   11-18-21   Terry Simon 
SH   12-5-21   Peter Hemann 
SH   12-8-21   Debra Baldus 
SH   1-9-22   Barbara Chisholm-Halladay 
SH   1-21-22   Clement Loecher 
SH   1-27-22   Roger Poohl 
VIS   2-2-22   Marian Pitzen  
VIS   2-7-22   Delores Theobald 
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