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MASSES 
 

Sunday Anticipated: 
Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday:   8:30; 11:00 a.m.; 5:00 p.m. 
Nursery for 1 year - 4 year olds 
         8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Masses 
Weekdays:  
Monday & Wednesday       6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday & Thursday          5:30 p.m. 
Friday: (School Mass)        8:10 a.m.  
Saturday:                           7:30 a.m. 
Holy Days:    8:10 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 
 
 

FAITH ENRICHMENT  
Meets every Wednesday in  Moore 
Hall.  Family dinner is at 5:30pm and 
Faith Enrichment classes begin at 
6:30pm.   
 

RECONCILIATION: 
Tuesdays: 4:00 –5:00 p.m.  
Saturdays: 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  
Or by appointment 
 

ADORATION: 
See inside bulletin for Adoration times 
and information. 
 

BAPTISM:  Please call the office to 
schedule.  Baptism preparation class  
is required. 
 

MATRIMONY:  Call the office at least  
six months prior to wedding date. 
 

ANNULMENT PROCEDURE 
Lay Advocate Contact:   
Mary Ann Sims, 325-0264 

2510 Emerson Street Monroe Louisiana 71201 
(318) 325-7549  Fax (318) 322-6969 

www.jgschurch.org 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS - no longer closed for lunch 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm    Monday - Friday 

Welcome to  
JESUS THE 

GOOD  
SHEPHERD  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Consider Yourself Home!Consider Yourself Home!  

MISSION STATEMENT 
Jesus the Good Shepherd Catholic Church in Monroe of the Diocese of Shreveport is a 
loving, nurturing family of faith and prayer with the Eucharist as the center of parish life. 
With diverse gifts, we proclaim God’s healing love and presence in the world through the 

Word, worship and service. 

Fr. Keith Garvin 
Susan McKenzie 
Lisa Patrick 
Charles Sampognaro 
Kathi Savage 

J. Randy Smith 
Kelly B. Southern 
Justin Tarver 
Eric Thibodeaux 

Delle Tyler (VP) 
Andi Holyfield (Sec.) 
Tom Brock 
Kerri Frantz 
John Guerriero Jr. 

Scan with your smartphone to 
go directly to our website! 

If there is an emergency, please  
call the office number and tell 

the answering service.  They will 
be able to get in touch with the 

priest  or appropriate staff 
member 

WHAT IS FAMILY? 
by Catherine Fournier, www.domestic-church.com 

"What appears good only in comparison with evil would not be particu-
larly good. It is something better than what is admitted to be good, that 
is the most excellent good." St. John Chrysostom, Virginity, X:PG 48:540 
 

A few years ago, a popular saying was, "It 
takes a village to raise a child." The other 
night, I heard a character on a television pro-
gram say, "Forget it, honey, the village is 
closed." 

Both statements blithely overlook a histori-
cal reality. When a village did raise a child, the 
village was actually an extended family. It isn"t the village that isn"t work-
ing any more, it"s the family. As a society, we"ve forgotten how family 
was made, what kept it together, and Who created it in the first place. 
Most families today don"t follow the model God intended when He cre-
ated marriage and families. 

Nowadays, many families tend to be arrangements, 
kaleidoscopes of people, places and things, all moving 
by some whim or force they do not understand. 
Their families are explained as being better than the 
alternative, the alternatives being living on the street, 
or in single parent poverty, or on their own. 

But as St. John Chrysostom said, just because this is judged better than 
some alternatives, it is not yet "the most excellent good." 

"Christian marriage and the Christian family build up the Church: for in 
the family the human person is not only brought into being 
and progressively introduced by means of education into the 
human community, but by means of the rebirth of baptism 
and education in the Faith the child is also introduced into 
God"s family, which is the Church." (Familiaris Consortio, 
15.2) 

The sacrament of marriage is the only sacrament not admin-
istered by a priest. It is jointly administered by the couple, to each 
other. It could be mistaken as resembling the "comparative good" - a 
modern marriage, a private arrangement between consenting adults. 

But marriage vows are sworn in the presence of God and witnesses. In 
those vows, the soon-to-be husband and wife pledge lifelong commit-
ment, to become "one body in two persons", to be open to the transmis-

sion of life, to raise children in the light of faith, to be the 
other"s way to reach fulfillment in Christ. Marriage and 
family are more than permanent. They are an eternal 
joining of souls into a completely new creation, as new 
and unique as the children which will be its fruit. 
Family is also more than the biological ties between par-

ents and offspring. There are many families, just as there are many souls 
and many vocations. A generous family with two parents, spinster sisters 
sharing a home, a barren couple, an adult child living 
with a parent, husband, wife and grandpa living together, 
a widowed father raising the children alone. There is 
one trait necessary to all - a family has its origins in the 
sacrament of marriage, a life-long commitment between 
a man and woman. 

Every family has "its mission and role" in God"s plan. The real sacra-
mental presence of grace, the eternal vows of marriage and promises of 
baptism, and the presence of Christ living within each of us outlines that 
mission and role and gives the strength and confidence necessary to carry 

it out. 
Family can"t be a kaleidoscopic human arrangement, 
formed in private without regard for spiritual reali-
ties. It can only succeed as a God-designed institu-
tion to conceive and raise children in the light of 
faith and love, care for the sick and elderly, and for 

all to grow closer to God - to help each other get to Heaven. This, as the 
village knew, is the most excellent good. 

 
Peter and Catherine Fournier are the founders of www.domestic-
church.com the largest Catholic family web site on the Internet and au-
thors of the popular "In the Domestic Church" family resource series 
(Ignatius Press).  The couple draws on the writings of Pope John Paul II, 

especially Familiaris Consortio and the Theology of the Body, when writing and speak-
ing around the country.  Their experience as youth and adult educators and - last but 
not least - the raising and educating of their own six children in the Faith, help them 
to inspire, encourage and advise parents on how to create a Catholic culture of the 
home.  



ADORATION 
Traditional Adoration 
Tuesdays       8:00 a.m. to 5:20 pm.  
We will have the Benediction and Reposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 5:20 p.m. followed by the Holy 
Mass at 5:30 pm.  
Due to lack of participation, we will be canceling the Monday 
evening Family Adoration and Confession as well as the Thursday 
evening Adoration.  We will revisit it at a later date. 
  

COLLECTIONS  
Weekly Revenue Budget                                          $16,076.00 
Collection December 20 $47,538.01  
Variance      $31,462.01 

 
 
2015 CONTRIBUTIONS 
All contributions to the church need to be received by Dec. 31st in order to 
receive a tax deduction on your 2015 tax returns.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of JGS Parish. 

 
If you have moved or if your address on file with the church 

has changed, please let us know by calling the office, filling out 
a census form and dropping it in the Gathering Space mailbox, 

or filling out a form online. 
 

 

ATTENTION PARENTS: 
If your child attends Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) during the 
11:00am Mass and is disruptive or disrespectful to the volunteer teachers, 
they will be escorted back to the church for your assistance in the class or 
to sit with you.  Also, if you have not volunteered to help on a quarterly 
basis with CLOW and your child attends each week, please sign-up in the 
Gathering Space. 
 
RCIA:   We will start back on January 5th where we will be discussing 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) and Anointing of the 
Sick with Fr. Keith. 
EVERY TUESDAY 7:00PM  
PARISH HALL 
Please continue to pray for the RCIA ministry.  We have lost one partici-

pant and picked up another, so we still have 23 Candidates and a number 
of Catholics who join us from time to time for a “refresher.”    

We have begun a new phase that includes "how we live" as Catholics and 
will be diving deeper into learning about Jesus, The Sacraments, Salvation 
& Church History, Morality & Christian Ethics, Social Justice, Lent and 
Easter. 

The RCIA Team is preparing a poster with pictures and prayer cards for 
the Candidates which will be placed in the Gathering Space. Please be sure 
to greet our Candidates as you encounter them.  

 
LIFE CHOICES PREGNANCY CENTER 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER 
TUESDAY, JAN. 12, 2016 MONROE CIVIC CNTR 
It is truly a great experience, with  fun, food, fellowship, with the purpose of 
raising funds and awareness of the sancity of life of the unborn.  Everyone is 
invited, free of charge; however, you will be given an opportunity to give a donation 
to help secure the future of this center's blessings to others in our community!!  If 
you don't feel you can donate financially, there are many ways to become involved, 
and one of the most powerful ways is with your prayers!  You can even reserve a 
table for 8 free of charge, and have friends and family join you!  Please consider all 
of the above, and you can always contact Life Choices Pregnancy Center  at 2007 
(relatively new location) Roselawn Ave, Their phone Number is 323-2200, e-mail 
address is www.lifechoicesofmonroe.com.   Contact Laura Cooper @ 323-4826 or 
Tom Deal @ 381-6035 for more information 
 
READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
We will need readers and Eucharistic ministers for the New Year's 
masses. Sign up sheets are in the parlor. PLEASE SIGN UP ASAP. 
 
ANNULMENT WORKSHOP 
SAT., JAN. 16   9:00AM - 12:00PM 
MOORE HALL 
Fr. Peter Mangum will lead an Annulment Workshop for the Eastern Dean-
ery.  All those with questions regarding Annulments are encouraged to at-
tend.   More information to follow.   

JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US.          

 

Sunday,  December 27 
8:30 A.M…………………………………………..….……For the Parish 
11:00 A.M…………………………..………......…….. Gertrude Brezden 
5:00 P.M. …………………………..………….…...…Fr. Edmund Moore 
Monday, December 28 
6:30 A.M………………....………………....………….………Poor Souls 
Tuesday, December 29 
5:30 P.M………………………………………...…………… Lillian Marx 
Wednesday, December 30 
6:30 A.M……………………………………….…...…..Fr. David Richter 
Thursday, December 31      NEW YEAR’S EVE 
5:30 P.M………………………………………..………... In Thanksgiving 
Friday, January 1    MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
10:00 A.M. ……………………………………………….. For the Parish 
Saturday, January 2  
7:30 A.M……………………………………………..…Fr. David Richter 
4:30 P.M…………………….…….………………..... Fr. Edmund Moore 
Sunday,  January 3 
8:30 A.M….Deceased members of Costanza, Lewis, & Zagone Families 
11:00 A.M…………………………..………......…William “Bill” Russell 
5:00 P.M. …………………………..……...……….…...…For the Parish 

 

 

WE’VE GOT A NEW WAY TO CONNECT WITH YOU! 
 Get important updates from our church in a timely and convenient way. 
 Receive faith enriching tidbits and devotionals to encourage you on your faith journey. 
 Flocknote lets you choose what info you’d like to receive - via email and/or text message - from various 

ministries and groups at JGS Parish (the list of ministries will continue to grow!). 
 You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 

There are 2 easy ways to connect (pick one): 
Visit our church at: 
www.flocknote.com/JesusGoodShepherdCath 

…………………   OR   ………………… 

Visit our church website at: 
www.jgschurch.org 
and fill out the “FLOCKNOTE” subscribe link 
on the Home Page! 
 

There is no charge for this service, but your carrier message and data rates may apply.  
Text STOP to 84576 to stop txt notifications at any time.  Text HELP for help.  View full 

terms and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt 

God's Angels God's Angels God's Angels guard and keep youguard and keep youguard and keep you   
All the way that you must All the way that you must All the way that you must traveltraveltravel   

Till earth's days are pastTill earth's days are pastTill earth's days are past   
When blossoms fade andWhen blossoms fade andWhen blossoms fade and   

Time is fleeting fastTime is fleeting fastTime is fleeting fast   
In times of purest joyIn times of purest joyIn times of purest joy   

Or pain and fearOr pain and fearOr pain and fear   
God's Angels God's Angels God's Angels guardguardguard   

And keep you safe.And keep you safe.And keep you safe.   



The Parish Office will be closed 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
Thursday, Dec. 24 

Friday, Dec. 25 
& 

Thursday, Dec. 31 
Friday, Jan. 1 

  
We wish you a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Fr. Keith, Janell, Kelly, Missy, & Haley 

Members of the Costanza, Lewis, & Zagone Families 
By the Horne, Tarver, & Southern Families 

 

Benny Pourciau 
By Renee Wright 

 

Anne Breard 
By the Reneau Breard Family 

 

Josie, Charles, Joe, and Theresa Marsala 
By the Long & Marsala Families 

 

Fr. Richter, Msgr. Moore, John Livingston, and Rita Hahn 
By Tess & Troy Cash 

 

Margie & Gene Benoit and Jenny Harkey 
By their family 

                                            JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US. 

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Thursday, Dec. 24 4:00 p.m. (traditional) 
         7:00 p.m.  (contemporary) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday, Dec. 25       Midnight Mass 

    10:00 a.m. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 

Thursday, December 31 5:30 p.m. 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Holy Day of Obligation 

Friday, January 1  10:00 a.m. 

PARISH SMALL FAITH COMMUNITIES 
All groups are open, everyone is welcome! 

 

Small Faith Communities: Please join us in one of the following:   
Sunday Morning: …………………………..9:45 AM- 10:45 AM in Parish Hall 
Tuesday Morning: ……...Early Morning  Men’s Group 6:30 AM in Parish Hall 
Wednesday Lunch Hour: ………….Men’s Group In Parish Hall at 11:30 AM 
Wednesday Afternoon:  …………………1:30pm in Parlor (Scripture study) 
Wednesday Afternoon: ………………12:00pm at parishioners home  
                                                       (Women’s Bible Study) 
Wednesday Evening  : ……….In parishioners homes from 7:00 PM-8:30 PM.  
Thursday Evening  : ……………………………………7:00 PM in Parish Hall 
 

Call the church office if you have questions or would like more information: 325-7549 

The Diocese of Shreveport has set up an anonymous and completely confidential 
phone line for you to report instances of known or suspected misuse of parish, 
school or diocesan assets including fraud, excessive waste or fiscal abuse.  The 

telephone number is (318) 219-7222.  This line goes directly to a voicemail that is 
addressed only to Bishop Duca.  Should you need to call this number to report 

incidents of fiscal abuse, be assured that Bishop Duca will act on the information 
in a confidential manner to make positive changes.  This new phone line is being 
established now in order to increase our commitment to being transparent in our 
financial affairs and to maintain the “good practices” proposed by our insurance 
company to insure a responsible level of accountability.  It is not being established 
in response to any suspected problem present in any parish or Diocesan facility. 

 
PRO-LIFE?  AGAINST ABORTION?    
STAND UP & BE COUNTED! 
LOUISIANA LIFE MARCH - NORTH (in Shreveport/Bossier) 
Saturday, January 23, 2016 - 10 a.m. - Noon 
(March will begin promptly at 10 AM at the Boardwalk's North Lot. Be there 
by 9:45 AM!)  For more information:  Go to  Louisiana Right to Life http://
www.prolifelouisiana.org/events/lalifemarch/northmarch.html 

 
 

CHRISTMAS 2ND COLLECTION 
DIOCESAN INFIRM PRIESTS 

December 24 & 25 
Please give generously to those who have dedicated their 

lives to Him for us. 

 
 
 

PARISH FAMILY FAITH & 
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT! 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

EVENING! 
 

CHURCH FAMILY SUPPER               
 JGS Cafeteria                 5:30pm-6:30pm 

FAITH ENRICHMENT  
PK-9th gd & Confirmation Class            6:30pm-7:30pm 

 

JGS ADULT LIFE GROUPS will start back up in January!  Stay tuned for info about a NEW 
Mom’s Group and More! 

 

THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS 
In this inspiring talk, renowned preacher and re-
treat master Fr. Larry Richards illuminates how 
the true joy of Christmas is found in the greatest 
gift ever given – the gift of Jesus Christ to the 
whole world. With humor, compassion, and clari-
ty, Fr. Larry gets to the heart of the true meaning 

of Christmas and helps us to better appreciate the immensity of 
God's love for us as His children. 
CHRISTMAS TITLES AVAILABLE NOW:.   

Prepare the Way of the King  Dr. Scott Hahn 
The Mystery of Christmas   Fr. Larry Richards 
St. Joseph    Dr. Mark Miravalle 
Mary: Handmaid of the Lord  Bl. Mother Theresa 
Christmas   Vnbl. Fulton J. Sheen 
Glory to the New Born King  Lindsey Todd 
 

In addition, there is an audio dramatization of the New Testament and 
canvas images of the Divine Mercy to enjoy at home or work!  

 
The Lighthouse Catholic Media kiosk is a non-profit evangelization ministry of Jesus the Good 

Shepherd Church.  Suggested donations are appreciated to help cover costs.  

Suggested Donations unless otherwise marked 
Booklets: $2, CD: $3, Books: $4, DVD: $5 

“There are three ways  
people are won:  

truth, beauty, and goodness.” 
 

Quote taken from Matthew Kelly’s  
The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 



The Catholic Thing - http://www.thecatholicthing.org  
Posted By Fr. C. John McCloskey On Friday, December 26, 2014  
 
One of the delights of studying for the priesthood in Rome (many decades ago now) 
was the opportunity to experience the reality of the complete Christmas season: one 
that did not begin with a mass-market assault on Thanksgiving evening and build to a 
consuming crescendo on Christmas Day, but instead began with Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve and continued for eleven days after December 25. 
 
During this time – the “Twelve Days” of Christmas carol fame – the Church celebrates 
many significant feast days that help us to go deeper into the celebration of Our Lord’s 
nativity and our understanding of his coming to secure the means of our salvation. 
Through his birth of the Virgin Mary, the new Eve who by her Yes to God and His 
archangel became the means of ushering our Savior into the world, Christ began his 
earthly journey to his death for us on Cavalry some 33 years later, and his resurrection 
from the dead three days after that. 
 
But from Christmas to the Baptism of Our Lord we are still marking the infancy of Christ’s incarnation among us. The feast days that occur during this 
season have various things to say to us, some consistent with tidings of comfort and joy, and some more alarming. 
 
Let’s take a look at the Twelve Days of Christmas with a view to how families, our friends, and we can celebrate them and prolong them to our spiritual 
benefit – and maybe be the last person on your block this year to throw out the Christmas tree! 
 
Although the stores will be moving on as soon as they toss out the wreaths and tinsel after briefly shutting down for Christmas Day, we should use this 
time to prepare for a new year of joyful, heart-to-heart sharing of our faith with family, friends, and coworkers. Last but most important, our aim is to 
be alter Christus – another Christ – to all those who surround us day by day. 
 
The Christmas octave opens on December 25 each year. The second day of the octave celebrates St. Stephen, the first martyr, a vivid reminder that 
Christ came to earth to die and that we too must be ready to suffer and even surrender our lives if need be someday for our faith. In our own time, we 
are confronted with the knowledge of the great number of our fellow Christians who are actively undergoing persecution, particularly in parts of Africa 
and Asia. We pray for their steadfastness under threat of imprisonment, torture, and death, and we pray that, like Stephen, our embattled fellow-
Christians will also be capable of forgiving and willing the conversion and salvation of their persecutors. 
 
On December 27 we celebrate St. John the Evangelist, the “apostle whom Jesus loved,” and the only apostle who did not die a martyr’s death, although 
tradition tells us he was subjected to physical persecution and the setting for the Book of Revelation is the island of Patmos, to which he was exiled. Of 
course, we also know that St. John was the author of the fourth Gospel and the one to whom Our Lord entrusted the care of his mother. 
 
On the 28th, we shift back to contemplation of the Holy Family in those early days in Bethlehem. What a scene, as they prepare to take flight to Egypt 
to escape Herod’s attempt to slay the newborn King! This Feast of the Holy Innocents is also a reminder of how, in our country, marriage is under at-
tack and helpless babies are massacred daily through abortion throughout our country. 
 
The fifth day of the Christmas season marks the feast of another martyr, St. Thomas à Becket, archbishop of Canterbury, who was killed because he 
refused to give in to a king (Henry II) who defied the Church of Rome. As another Thomas (St. Thomas More) put it who defied another Henry (Henry 
VIII) some centuries later, he died “the king’s good servant, but God’s first.” Here is another all-too-relevant example of someone willing to bear the 
price of fidelity to his faith. 
 
On January 1, we celebrate the solemnity of the Holy Mother of God. As Chesterton wrote: “We serve a mother who seems to grow more 
beautiful as new generations rise up and call her blessed.” 
 
This year the Baptism of the Lord falls on January 4, 2015 (Jan. 3, 2016). This is a wonderful moment for us to give thanks for the sacrament of Baptism 
that makes us forever a child of God called to eternal glory with him in heaven. 
 
If you are a parent, you might explain to your children the significance of each day of the octave, so they can better experience the richness of our 
Church’s liturgical year. Perhaps you can also use online venues or EWTN (Ch. 243 on Xfinity) to see the various liturgies of the season taking place in 
Rome and presided over by our Holy Father Pope Francis. 
 
Make this Christmas the best ever by following day by day the various feast days during the twelve days of Christmas; as you enter 
into their meaning, they will help you grow deeper in love of that child in the manger who came to save us from Satan’s power. Re-
member, any Christmas, including this one, could be your last: We do not know the day or the hour when we will be called to our permanent home in 
heaven, so make the best of this opportunity to celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

 

Fr. C. John McCloskey, a Church historian and Non-Resident Research Fellow at the Faith and Reason Institute. 

8 Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night 
watch over their flock. 9The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were struck with great fear.d 10The angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11
* e For today in 

the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find an 
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with 

the angel, praising God and saying: 
14* “Glory to God in the highestf 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
The Visit of the Shepherds. 15When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went in 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known the message 
that had been told them about this child. 18All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. 

19And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. 20Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them. 

 
 

 

     
                       Fr. Tom Gibbons 

This morning, I had some pre-Christmas errands to run and I found myself on the corner of Bloor and Bay, for those of you who know the “ritzy” part 
of Toronto.  They have some great displays in the stores and I had already checked most of the items off of my list, so I decided to go for a Christ-
mas Eve walk, Egg Nog Latte in hand.  Along the way, I stumbled upon this sign in the middle of the sidewalk that said, “Give JOY.”  I got very excit-
ed—“JOY!”—so I went into the store and there was a clerk at the front door who said “welcome.”  So of course, I asked the clerk where I could find 
THE JOY and the man pointed me over to the shelf.  As I started perusing some of the items on the shelf, I began to realize that JOY in this part of 
town is very expensive. 
 
In fact, I would venture to say that most people in this church would say that Christmas itself is very ex-
pensive, no matter what part of town you are in.  There are all of the presents.  The special foods.  Travel 
costs.  Etc.  Etc.  Elton John has this pretty famous tune in which he sings, “Step Into Christmas… the 
admission is free.”  After all of the expenses from the past two months, I’m not sure most of us would 
agree with that.  Sometimes I think that our hearts are lighter during this time in our lives because there 
is less money in our wallets to hold them down. 
 
But then we read today’s gospel about the very First Christmas, a Christmas before the day began to be 
associated with immediate family, as good of a tradition as it is.  A Christmas before Mariah Carey and Wal-Mart elbowed their way into the sea-
son… as much of a, well, mixed, tradition as it is.  When we hear in the gospel of the “shepherds living in the fields and keeping the night watch 
over their flock,” we might see that Sir Elton has a point after all.  After all, the shepherds of that day were really just low-esteemed workers.  They 
were probably cold.  They were apart from their family.  They might have even been hungry. 
But it was to them that the angel of the Lord came to, “proclaim… good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”  It was to them that the 
angel of the Lord proclaim Emmanuel, “God with us.”  It was to them that the angel of the Lord said (essentially), “Step into Christmas, the admis-
sion is free.”  It was to them that the angel of the Lord said, “Welcome.” 
 
Of all of the things going on around Christmas time nowadays, one of the things that often gets put on the checklist is to go to church.  Sometimes 
we do this out of tradition.  Sometimes we do this to come to a place where we hear nice music and see things decorated nicely.  But I also think that 
we do this for a deeper reason… we do this so that we too, like the shepherds in the fields, can hear God say “Welcome” to us.  So that we can 
hear the good news that, no matter where we are in our lives, now matter how well or not well we have been living this thing called life, no matter 
how full or empty our wallets are, no matter where we come from, we can be given news of great JOY for all of the people—including all of us—
that we have a God who is with us.  A god who comes to walk among us and tell us “welcome.”  All we have to do when we hear that welcome is to 
walk through the door… the admission is free. 

The announcement of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds is in keeping with 
Luke’s theme that the lowly are singled out as the recipients of God’s fa-
vors and blessings (see also Lk 1:48, 52).                                     www.usccb.org 


