
Dedicated Saint Rose volunteers and thoughtful parishioners regularly provide help and support to
address the needs and concerns of pregnant and parenting women, and family members and friends
mourning the loss of a loved one. During this time of Thanksgiving we want them to know how much
their faithful service is appreciated. 
 

Woman's Life Care Center
Each year the Women’s Life Care Center in Little Canada has seen the number of clients served and
the needs of pregnant and parenting women increase. “We have trusted in God’s providential care
to help us,” says Jacinta Lagasse, Executive Director. “We have walked in faith as we worked to meet
the needs of each client who has walked through our doors seeking help. Saint Rose of Lima parish
has stepped into the gap to help us provide life-affirming support in our community. God bless you
all for your generosity and prayerful support.”
 
Saint Rose has been helping the Women’s Life Care Center for many years and has been especially
active the past two. Those efforts have been led by parishioners Mary Kay Rudeen (and husband
Al) and Sherrie Lamb. Among the recent generous contributions from members of the parish:
· The 2022 Baby Bottle fundraiser gave $5,420 to the Center, the largest amount raised by Saint
Rose in nearly 10 years.
· The Girl Scouts Christmas Giving Tree collected a large amount of baby clothes.
· “Each month we usually deliver 50 bags of groceries, along with $10 Aldi gift cards,” says Mary
Kay. “There are more than 40 faithful parishioners who contribute food each month. We also have
people who donate cash through our Family-in-need program at church that we also use for
groceries.” In 2021, Jacinta says Saint Rose donated 600 bags of groceries and $1,670 in gift cards.
That helped more than 200 of their clients, she reports.
· At the end of last year Saint Rose sent the Center a check for almost $25,000 as part of the parish
Community Grant (Covid relief funds from the Federal government).
· “In addition, we were welcomed into the Saint Rose School grade two and grade five classrooms to
speak about our services and collected much needed baby items,” says Jacinta. 
 
“We rarely go a day without providing significant material assistance, education, pregnancy testing
or ultrasounds,” she adds. Here are two examples of help provided by the Women’s Life Care
Center to clients recently:
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An expectant mother:
“With my first visit here I had an ultrasound where I saw the baby at seven weeks. For the rest of my
pregnancy the Center sent me to classes to learn about nutrition, baby care and mental health. It was
great support and gave me a lot of hope and motivation for the future. As I got closer to giving birth
they gave me many things I needed, such as a car seat and crib. I am so thankful I found this place
when I needed the support. Thank you so much and may God bless you.”
 
A family in need:
While his wife was in the hospital with a very serious post-delivery infection, a father of three visited
the Center. He had lost his job because he needed to stay home to care for their children. They had
no food and nowhere to turn. He broke down in sobs as Jacinta and her team filled bags with
groceries and gave him gift cards for the perishable items he needed.

Funeral Luncheon
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! That message rings out loud and clear from grateful families
and friends as another funeral luncheon at Saint Rose concludes.
 
“They specifically comment on how thoughtful the parish is, and how nicely everything is organized
and set up,” says MaryEllen Mieure, lead coordinator of the funeral luncheon teams. “They are also
complimentary of the food, but since the meals are catered we can’t take credit. We do, however,
always make sure to mention the appropriate establishment.” 
 
In addition to being the leader of this ministry, which means ordering supplies, organizing the
inventory, updating the leaders and answering questions, MaryEllen is also one of the daily team
leaders. Other parishioners who are in charge on specific days of the week: Claudia Stepnick, Geri
Jaros, and Margaret Schlotfeldt.
 
Saint Rose currently has 23 dedicated volunteers who assist at funeral luncheons. Because of other
commitments—both expected and unexpected—at times the team leaders face a challenge to find
enough helpers. That’s why there is a need for more funeral luncheon volunteers (call the Parish
Center for more information—651-645-9389).
 
The volunteers work as a team for a total of 3 ½ to 4 hours setting tables, organizing the buffet
serving tables with the catered food items, setting up the dessert if needed, serving beverages and 
 



cleaning up. “We have fun and enjoy working together,” says MaryEllen.
 
She says the volunteers like this ministry for several reasons:
· They empathize with the grieving family as they have experienced the same sadness due to the loss
of a loved one and offer comfort.
· They understand the importance of support and sympathy to our parishioners and welcome them
with kind hospitality and proficient organization.
 
“The volunteers have plenty of flexibility,” says MaryEllen. “Some months are very busy and other
times we can go weeks without a funeral luncheon.”
 

Since January, 2019, there have been 79 funeral luncheons at Saint Rose. During that time there
were 15 months when they were not held because of the pandemic.


