
Mark and Amy Powers, both Michigan natives, at one time wondered how the lack of family in
Minnesota would affect their three children. That’s no longer a concern, thanks to the special
environment that is Saint Rose School.

“For our kids having a sense of an extended family in the school is really important to us,” says Mark.
“They are being loved in school every day. We want them to have a feeling that there is a larger group
that they belong to, and we have found that at Saint Rose School.”

Lia is in grade 7, Andrew grade 4 and Jillian kindergarten. “The school has more than met our
expectations; I don’t there has ever been a day when we regretted our choice,” says Mark.

“Not only are our children getting a fantastic education and being academically challenged, they are
also being loved,” says Amy. “All the teachers in the building know them. So, too, does the principal,
the office staff and all the specialists. The school is a place where our children are comfortable, where
they thrive, where they have friends and where they are excited to go each day.”

Both Amy and Mark have served on the School Advisory Committee. Amy has been involved in the
uniform room, the mom’s club and as a volunteer lunch aide. Mark is treasurer of the athletic
booster club.

Other things to know about the Powers family:
• Mark grew up in Troy, MI, belonged to Christ Our Light (formerly St. Alan’s)
parish where he was an altar server for four years. At the University of Michigan he
received a degree in accounting and business management (he also has an MBA from
the Carlson School of Management), and was commissioned as an Air Force officer
through the ROTC program. He was on active duty for four years, stationed at the
Los Angeles Air Force Base and Eglin Air Force Base in Florida. Color blindness kept
him from being a pilot so  so his assignments focused on managing financial services.
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A job at Boston Scientific brought him to the Twin Cities; today he works for Polaris managing the manufacturing
plant financial teams. 
• Amy was born and raised Methodist in Ypsilanti, MI. She received a BS in biology at the University of Michigan,
where the couple met, and later graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a MS in genetic counseling. She
worked in genetic counseling at Los Angeles Children’s Hospital. Married in 2004, the couple moved to the Twin
Cities where Amy, a certified genetic counselor, works at the University of Minnesota.
• The couple moved here in 2006 after simultaneously getting job offers. Amy, who lived in five states in four years
(Mark in four states), says “this is our home now.”


