
An employment opportunity brought Nancy Veerkamp to the Twin Cities in 1984. That same
year she discovered plenty of additional opportunities by joining Saint Rose, a parish where a wide
range of ministries allowed her to grow spiritually. 

“I felt at home immediately because I grew up in a large parish,” she says. “But I also knew I needed
to become involved in the church to fully become part of it. After all these years I still believe if you
invest a little bit of time and energy to be involved in the ministries at Saint Rose you will be
rewarded with the payback many times over. Your experience at Saint Rose will be much different
if you are actively involved in the parish community.”

Nancy started as a lector (not currently active) and has been involved in the prayer shawl ministry,
as a projectionist, art and environment and small groups such as Renew and currently ChristLife.
Her main focus has been on music ministry. She is one of four original members still active in the
handbell choir. She also plays the saxophone at special Masses. 

“Being involved has helped me spiritually,” says Nancy. “I have gotten to know a number of other
parishioners and find peace knowing I am acquainted with others who understand my religion and
who will pray for me and with me as needed. I also find I want to do more to help others because I
have had the opportunity to do so in the past and, as many others have stated, you get back more
than you give.”

Other things to know about Nancy:
• Growing up in rural Rochester, Nancy and family belonged to St. Pius X parish. She
attended Byron public schools and a trio of colleges—Rochester Community College
(associate degree in business), Winona State University (BA in accounting and office and
business administration) and Mankato State University (MBA). Nancy moved to the
Twin Cities to begin her career in the accounting field. At least half of the organizations
she worked for were bought out/merged or are no longer in business. Nancy currently is
a forecast analyst for a locally-owned educational materials company. 
• Music is a big part of Nancy’s life, not only at Saint Rose, but as a member of the
Roseville Community Band for 36 years. She likes attending musical performances,
including professional concerts and plays as well as those put on by schools and
community groups.
• Nancy enjoys traveling and needlework. In addition to visiting several areas in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico, she has been to most of the countries in Europe. Her needlework
portfolio includes counted cross stitch, hardanger (Norweigen), huck (Swedish)
weaving, pulled and drawn thread, blackwork embroidery, counted canvas work,
crocheting and Ukrainian drawn thread embroidery.
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