
Six years ago Molly Meyer was on a laser-focused mission to find the best elementary school for her
daughter who was about to enter kindergarten. “I got a little involved in that project,” she recalls.
Her husband David agrees: “You should have seen her elaborate chart comparing schools.” Molly
and David moved to their neighborhood home 15 years ago to be close to the Saint Rose parish and
all it had to offer, including the Perpetual Adoration Chapel. At that time, however, the school was
not a priority. That changed once their daughter Theresa was born. “When it came time to pick a
school we looked at a dozen,” says Molly. “I visited eight Catholic, two non-Catholic private and
two public schools. I went back two more times to check out the ones that made the first cut. It was
quite a process.”

 In the end, the best choice for the Meyers was clearly Saint Rose. “There were many good things
about the school that we did not know until we looked more closely, and until our daughter entered
kindergarten,” says Molly. “Initially I could see that the building was very well maintained, but we
soon learned that the teachers were exceptional. Great teachers, great support for each individual
student and great communication with parents. And a very prayerful environment.”

 The Meyers are very pleased with the level of student participation in parish life, such as helping
with and speaking at Mass. They are also impressed with the behavior of the students and how well
the older kids treat the younger ones.

A similar type of old-young relationship had a positive impact on the Meyers when they first arrived
at Saint Rose. “A group of parishioners, several decades older than us, especially Mary Ellen Porwoll
and her late husband Ken, took us under their wing,” says David. “They regularly invited us to join
them for breakfast after Mass; they were very welcoming.”

“The good community of people at Saint Rose have helped my faith grow,” says Molly. “The
church and the school have been such a blessing for our family.” 
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Some other things to know about the Meyer family:
• Molly graduated from Spring Hill College, a small Jesuit school in Mobile,
Alabama. She is currently attending the University of St. Thomas seminary
studying for her Master’s degree in theology.   
• Although David is not Catholic he has volunteered extensively in the parish
and school. “I have been blessed by the way the Saint Rose community has
accepted me,” he says. “I have never felt out of place at Mass.”
• Last August Theresa and her parents attended the World Meeting of Families
Congress in Dublin, Ireland. “We were in row six of the stadium so I was able
to get a close-up photo of Pope Francis,” says Theresa (who took the family
photo accompanying this article).
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