
Eight years ago when Chris and Derek Erlenbusch chose the pre-K program at Saint Rose School
for their son two factors stood out in their decision: Familiarity and convenience. Chris graduated
from the school. And they live in North St. Paul and both work in Minneapolis. Today, with their
three boys in the school, the parents appreciate the many traits that make a Saint Rose education
the perfect fit for their young family. 

“The teachers are so dedicated and caring,” says Chris. “The smaller class size allows for more
student-teacher interaction. The teachers are willing to put in extra time with kids if there are areas
where they think a little more attention is needed.”

At first the couple wondered if the size of the school would limit the opportunities for their sons.
”Not an issue at all,” says Chris. “Joey, our oldest, participates in band, soccer, swimming and
scouts, and has been an altar server. He really enjoys being involved—planning and participating in
school Masses, youth ministry, service projects and small group discussions. And in the last year,
getting together with other students on Zoom to play games on Friday nights.”

Derek is amazed at how kids at each grade level know and interact with each other. “It is so nice that
older kids are willing to help the younger ones. Everyone is so comfortable with students at each
grade level. The Saint Rose School experience has been wonderful for our family. A very loving and
safe place for our kids.” 

Chris and Derek Erlenbusch

Other things to know about the Erlenbusch family:
· Chris attended Holy Childhood parish and school. She enrolled at
Saint Rose School for grade 8, and then went on to Cretin-Derham
Hall High School and St. Norbert College (business and economics
major). For the past 19 years she has worked for UCare. Currently
she is the employee experience manager. 
· Derek is from Aberdeen, SD. He went to Catholic schools from
grade 7 through high school. After receiving a degree in business
administration from the University South Dakota he moved to the
Twin Cities. He has worked at Wells Fargo for 15 years as a       
 technology recruiter. Derek is a co-leader of one of the Cub Scout
groups. He headed up the Christmas wreath sales for the scouts the
past two years.
· Joey is in grade 6, William is in grade 2, a Cub Scout and is part of
this year’s First Communion class. Matthew, age 4, goes to pre-K
five days a week. 
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