
When Tom Gahler was in second grade and preparing for First Communion one of the class
assignments was to have each student draw their vision of receiving Communion. Unlike others,
Tom's drawing--which his parents saved-- focused mostly on what the church looked like. "The art
and environment ministry just clicked with me at that very young age," he says.

Today, Tom leads the Saint Rose Art and Environment Committee, bringing decades of experience
from the Church of St. Patrick. His father was a volunteer on the decorating crew and young Tom
tagged along, starting out as someone who could crawl into tight spaces and eventually being in
charge of all the decorating.

"One of the things that drew me to Saint Rose was that the designs of Lianne Anderson and Azela
Giese were similar to what I remember from St. Pat's," he says. "By looking at photos of what these
Art and Environment leaders did over the years I could see much the same thought process that I
remember from the parish where I grew up."

Tom's decorating philosophy includes" Spread the wealth. "The church is not the building, it's the
people. I am committed to extending the decorations so they enfold the entire church." He also
believes in not doing the same thing twice. "I try to find a slightly different way of using the materials
we have. Keep it fresh."

With a wedding scheduled for next Saturday Tom will not have enough time between that ceremony
and the start of the 4:30 Pentecost Mass to bring out a new design. "The Plan is to keep most of the
Easter decorations up and in the short Saturday afternoon timeframe add some traditional red," he
says. "It's important for the Art and Environment team to adhere to the wishes of the bride and
groom, and help make this day special for them."
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Other things to know about Tom and his family: 
• Tom graduated form St. Patrick's School, Hill-Murray High School and the
University of St. Thomas with a degree in computer science. He also received a degree in
landscape architecture from the University of Minnesota. Tom has worked at the
Minneapolis Farmers Market Annex for the past seven years handling social media, web
design, and managing the flower market. 
• Tom's wife of 15 years is Dr. Tara Kelly, a family practitioner at the Entira Family
Clinic on St. Paul's east side. She went to Blessed Sacrament School and then Hill-
Murray High School, the University of St. Thomas and received her medical degree
from the University of Minnesota. Tara has been a volunteer at Saint Rose School,
including the Home and School Association and the annual book fair. 
• Tom and Tara have three children- Sydney, (grade 6) and Jack (grade 3) who attend
the parish school, and Colin, age three. The family joined Saint Rose six years ago when
Sydney started at the school. 

Published May 16, 2021


