
When Jim and Heather Hawkins first walked into Saint Rose School they had an identical feeling:
It was the right place for their young family. “We instantly knew that our kids would be well taken
care of,” says Heather. Jim adds: “We recognized the staff was a caring group of faith-filled people.”
Today, after 13 years as school parents, they are even more sold on the parish school. “It has been a
great gift for our family,” says Jim. “We know the school is a special place; it has been such a
wonderful experience for all of us.”

The Hawkins’ children certainly agree with their parents. Amanda, a senior in high school, says
“The academics at Saint Rose are unrivaled, which allowed me to enter a  public high school
exceptionally well-prepared. Among the things I enjoyed was the chance to become a public
speaker, both at Mass and giving reports in the classroom. It has been so natural for me to speak in
front of groups.”

Dominic, who graduated two years ago, appreciated the chance to really get to know his teachers
and other students at Saint Rose. His younger brother, Morgan, enjoys playing and studying with
his classmates. He says the teachers are very helpful. His mother says the staff is exceptional. 
With a significant growth in enrollment this year, Jim has heard plenty of new parents comment
about the wonderful change the school has been for them. “Of course,” says Jim, “we knew that
since day one.”

Jim and Heather Hawkins

Other things to know about the Hawkins family:
· Heather grew up in southeast Minnesota on a family farm that raised hogs and started
their own greenhouse business. She graduated from Lewiston-Altura High School and
the University of Minnesota. With her   degree in horticulture science, she was a long-
time  employee of Linder’s Greenhouse and now works for a home remodeling
company.
· Jim was raised in the Holy Childhood Parish near Como Park. After graduating from
the parish school and Cretin-Derham Hall High School, he received a degree in
sociology from the University of Minnesota (where he and Heather met). He has
worked for Ramsey County Juvenile Corrections for 25 years, most of the time as a
probation officer. Currently Jim works closely with the court system, assessing teenagers
and guiding judges, attorneys and families with recommendations. 
· Three of the four children graduated from Saint Rose School, with one left to go.
Michaela attends North Dakota State University and is a member of the    women’s track
and field team (she was the 2019    Minnesota state champion in the discus). Amanda
and Dominic attend St. Anthony Village High School. She is captain of the volleyball
team, and he plays soccer and baseball. Morgan is in grade five at Saint Rose School.
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