
For 68 years the Urban family has been a vital part of the Saint Rose of Lima community. It began
when Ray and Mary Urban purchased a home located so close that they could see the school from
their windows. It was the perfect place to raise and educate three children. Today their youngest son
Dave and his wife Katie carry on the family tradition of practicing their faith and serving the Saint
Rose parish.

They have been long-time regulars in the Adoration Chapel. “Our weekly visit is a very important
part of our lives,” says Katie. “We owe a debt of gratitude to an early generation of parishioners—
people like Dave’s parents, George Fox, John Klecker, the Houcks, and many others—who prayed
so hard along the way to begin and keep this powerful prayer ministry going for more than three
decades. During the past year we have really missed our time in Adoration and can hardly wait to
return, especially to the newly renovated chapel.

Katie taught Religious Education on Wednesday evening for more than 20 years. More recently
Dave and Katie joined five other couples on the Seminarian Student Teaching Parish Committee,
helping seminarian Brent Bowman as he learns about parish life.

Dave and Katie Urban

Other things to know about Dave and Katie: 
• Dave owned an auto repair shop in St. Paul for 35 years. After
selling the business he began a time that he calls “between jobs.”
He still helps family and friends repair and maintain their cars,
bikes, snowmobiles and more. Dave graduated from Cretin High
School and St. Paul Technical Vocational Institute (TVI).
• After growing up in St. Gregory parish, Katie went to Derham
Hall High School and the University of San Diego. She returned
home to get her M.A.T. degree and teaching license from the
University of St. Thomas. Her teaching career started at
Maternity of Mary School, followed by the American
Community School in Athens, Greece and the Bloomington
School District. After taking time off to stay at home with their

kids, Katie began working in an informal education system at the Minnesota Historical Society and the Science
Museum of Minnesota. Today she teaches religion at Frassati Catholic Academy in White Bear Lake. “My teaching
degree helped me experience a great deal of national and international travel,” says Katie. “I found faith-filling
opportunities in various educational settings, something many people never experience.”
• Katie played on a softball team sponsored by Dave’s Auto Service. That’s where the couple met, prompting the
running joke between the two of them that Dave invested in a team and got a wife out of the deal! They were married
at Saint Rose in 1991 and have two children—Sam and Molly—who went to the parish school.
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