
Transfiguration Parish 

 

17 South Main Street 
Schaghticoke, NY 12154 

Phone: 518-753-4554   Fax: 518-753-0456 

 

50 Hillview Drive 
Speigletown, Troy, NY 12182 

Administrative Offices 
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday -9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 

Phone: 518-235-0337   Fax: 518-235-8726 

 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

                                       Schaghticoke      Speigletown 

 

Saturday:                             4:00 p.m. 

Sunday:           8:30 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 

 

                                          Tuesday              Thursday                                
Communion Service:         9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Mass available on Livestream 
Visit Our Webpage:  TRANSFIGURATIONPARISH.NET 

 

Elizabeth Thayer 

Parish Life Coordinator 

E.thayer@transfigurationparish.net 

 
 

Fr.  Ed Kacerguis-Sacramental Minister 

 
 

Deacon Charles Valenti 

Parish Deacon  

         cgvalenti1@gmail.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We  are a Catholic community united by love, illuminated by the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We gather as a People 
of God seeking unity through the Holy Spirit to Worship through the Sacred Liturgy, Prayer and Sacraments, and to proclaim the 
Christian message which promotes Justice, Reconciliation and Service through Evangelization, Faith Formation and Discipleship. 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Saturday, December 17—Speigletown  4:00PM 

  Deceased Members of Elden & Peter & Debra Dziamba 

            Dziamba Families 

  Bob Gardner; Mr. & Mrs.  

                                               Harold Cone The Family 

  Mary Dorothy Lanoue The Lanoue Family 

  Pat Casale  Michael & Kathleen Stallmer 

  Bob Horn  Mary Agnes Arnold 

 
 

  Sunday, December 18—Schaghticoke  8:30AM 

  Helen Donovan Schroder Family 

  Joseph E. Smith Estate of Joseph E. Smith 

  Ed Whinnery  The Family 

  Adam Godzik Jr. The Chetwynd Family 

 
 

Sunday, December 18—Speigletown  10:15AM 

  Gail Robitaille  Nancy Bradley 

  Marion & Harold Gillespie The Family 

 
 

Saturday, December 24—Speigletown 4:00PM Schaghticoke 6:00PM 

  Family & Friends of the Parish  

 
 

Sunday, December 25—Schaghticoke 8:30AM 

  Family & Friends of the Parish 

 
 

Sunday, December 25—Speigletown 10:15AM 

  Family & Friends of the Parish 

4th Sunday of Advent      December 18 2022  

From the Desk of Deacon Charlie 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
 

As we know the Gospel for the Fourth Sun-
day of Advent discusses how the birth of Je-
sus Christ came about.  We find Joseph in an 
embarrassing situation because his betrothed, 
Mary, was with child. Being a man of honor, 
Joseph intended to divorce her quietly but 
decided not to do so since an angel appeared 
to him in a dream explaining that the child 
Mary would give birth to, Jesus, was the 
work of the Holy Spirit. As we know, Joseph 
took Mary into his home as his wife and 
adopted her child as his own.  
 
Joseph stands out as an excellent example for 
us to follow. As His disciples, we are called 
to receive Jesus into our hearts just as Joseph 
received Jesus into his home. Let the Jesus 
who is within us be reflected in how we treat 
others, not just at this time of the year but 
always. 
 
Peace and all good, 
Deacon Charlie 

Communion Services on: 

Tuesday,  December 20 9:00 a.m. Schaghticoke 

Thursday, December 22 9:00 a.m. Speigletown 

LIVESTREAMING MASS 

Transfiguration Parish will be Livestreaming the 4:00 pm Mass in 
Speigletown on Saturday December 24  The Livestream will be available 
on the Transfiguration Parish Facebook page and also on YouTube at:  

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65S8ALJ_rRdZ4en_MXDE7Q) , so 
those who are not able to attend Mass in person will be able to join us from 
their homes in the celebration of Holy Eucharist.  Masses will be recorded, 
and links will be available on our Parish Website for viewing anytime.  The 
addition of Livestreaming will allow us to give praise and glory to God as a 
parish community, even though we are not together in one place. 

Volunteers Needed:  We are still in 
need of volunteers to help with  

counting the Sunday Collection at 
both church sites.  Trainings will be  

available.  If interested, please call the Parish Office 
at 518-235-0337 Monday through Thursday 9-2.  
Thank you. 

WELCOME 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic 
Church; no matter what your current family and marital 
situation; no matter what your personal history, age, 
race, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, physical  

condition; no matter what your own self-image; you are 
invited,  welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here 
at Transfiguration Parish. 

Parish Christmas Schedule: 

 

December 18—Joyful Mysteries Presentation & 
Prayer 6pm-7:30pm Schaghticoke (Pizza, salad,  

beverages will be provided) 

 

December 24—Christmas Eve 4pm Mass Speigletown  

Christmas Pageant; 

 

Christmas Eve 6pm Schaghticoke 

 

December 25—Christmas Day 8:30am Schaghticoke;  

 

Christmas Day 10:15am Speigletown 

ACCESS THE BULLETIN  VIA  OUR WEBSITE 
 

The Transfiguration Parish website has been upgraded and 
has a 'new' look, with direct links to video, Facebook and 
much more.  The weekly bulletin continues to be available 
to read and refer to each week.  We invite Everyone to visit 
the website at www.transfigurationparish.net and then type 
into the search bar “Bulletin”.  Like us on Facebook. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65S8ALJ_rRdZ4en_MXDE7Q


4th Sunday of Advent  December 18 2022 

This Week’s Parish Announcements 

Thank you for your service.  

Schaghticoke Site: December 24/25 

 

LECTORS  

6:00pm  Pat Hebert       8:30am  Pat Rigney 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

         8:30am  Alicia McKinney 

ALTAR SERVERS 

        8:30am  None 

 

MONEY COUNTERS:  D. Carlo; J. Rowe; R. Lambertsen  

 

Speigletown Site: December 24/25 

 

LECTORS  

4:00 pm  Youth      10:15am  Barb Colangione 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

4:00pm  None      10:15am  Marge Brendese 

 

ALTAR SERVERS 

4:00pm  None                                10:15am None 

 

MONEY COUNTERS:  Maureen Filarecki; Mary Agnes 

    Arnold 

TRANSFIGURATION PARISH NURSE PROGRAM 

Pat Hebert, RN, MA, Faith Community Nurse  

(518) 753-4554, p.hebert@transfigurationparish.net.  Our mission 
is to model the healing ministry of Jesus Christ..  Our Goal is to promote health 

& wellness within the values, beliefs, practices of our faith community..  

NURSES NOTES:   Health Tips:  Sleep your way to holiday 
sanity.  The holidays are upon us. Your to-do list is most likely 
longer than usual, which means that your stress level may be  

higher than usual, too. You may be tempted to change some of 
your everyday routines in order to cross things off of that lengthy 

list. Before you push your bedtime later, though, know this:  

Getting good sleep during the holidays can be the difference be-
tween enjoying the season and enduring it. Do your best to stick 
to a consistent bedtime that allows for a minimum of 7 hours of 
sleep. Fit in a brisk walk, even if it’s a short one. Beware the open 

bar at holiday parties. Although, alcohol feels relaxing in the  

moment, but it can disrupt your sleep. 

 http://www.clevelandclinicwellness.co 

              Words to Live By:  

 

“It is Christmas every time you let God love others 

through you.”               St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Las Posadas 

 

Question: 

What is the Hispanic Advent custom of 
“Las Posadas”? 

Answer: 

“Posada” is the Spanish word for inn or lodging. “Las Posadas” 
refers to a traditional Advent custom in preparation for the birth 
of Jesus, beginning on December 16. For nine successive  

evenings, groups reenact the search of Mary and Joseph for  

shelter in Bethlehem.Two children dress as Mary and Joseph, 
sometimes with Mary riding on an actual donkey. They are  

usually accompanied by children dressed as angels and shepherds 
along with the Wise Men. Adults accompany them as they  

process to designated homes where they sing Christmas songs 
and request lodging. Part of the group enters the home and be-
comes the chorus that responds to the request for lodging. In the 
beginning the request is rebuffed. They move to several more 
homes where the ritual is repeated. Eventually, at the last home, 
their need is recognized, and they all enter the home where a  

party ensues. This is repeated in different neighborhoods and 
homes each of the nine days.While this custom teaches children 
an important aspect of the Christmas story, it also emphasizes the 
need for hospitality to strangers and the continual need we all 
have to make room for Jesus in our “posada.” As we struggle to 
arrive at a fair and just immigration policy, it would be good to 
recall the fact that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were also immigrants 
looking for a hospitable place to dwell.  ©LPi 

 Offertory Report December 3/4 

 Week 23 of the 2022-2023 Budget 

 

 Regular Collection=$5,898 

 Flowers=$1,054 

 
 

 Budgeted Weekly Collection=$4,993 

 Budget to date=$114,839 

 Collections to date=$100,235 

 Shortfall=$14,604 

 
 

Thank you for your on-going generosity and continued commitment 
to your parish.  Please consider increasing your weekly donation 

Notice for ON-LINE GIVING-Second Collections for: 

December 25—Christmas 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDER-
STANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

December 18, 2022 4th Sunday of Advent 

 

An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through  

several neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital and a 
sudden heart attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is  

unpredictable and dramatic. Many buy into the sad illusion that 
the securities and familiarities we see around us today will  

remain forever: our homes, our friends, our spouses, our  

churches, and even our health. We are stunned and shaken by a 
sudden change, finding ourselves bewildered, mortified, and even 
embittered. We do not like change, especially change driven by 
sources beyond our control. Are there any guarantees in life? We 
often live as if our lives come with lifetime warranties. When 
they break, they can be fixed or replaced. Such is not the case. 
Many things are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During 
life’s inevitable chaos, God says: “Do not be afraid.” Seriously? 
How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? Fear is 
normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and somewhat un-
healthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 
and can be a catalyst to discovering more profound things. What 
we do with fear and how we understand it is critical. Fear can 
either cripple us or move us forward. God does not want fear to 
cripple us. If we look around at all that can change in our lives 
and consider what we might have to do, we can easily wallow in 
the mire of self-misery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as 
Mary did, and do what needs doing! We can stand tall, as did 
Joseph, and do the right and just thing!  What gives us this cour-
age? Faith. God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent  

preparations. We need to be reminded that we are not in this 
alone. God not only made us and loves us, but God keeps us! In 
the person of Jesus Christ, God is the sign we need to persevere! 
Do not be afraid and do not be unbelieving! Hold fast to what 
God has done in giving us His only begotten Son. We do not 
have to anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredictability. God 
has blessed us with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us 
and will not abandon us, even in death.  ©LPi 

mailto:p.hebert@transfigurationparish.net


Transfiguration Parish   

Mark Your Calendar 

December 18—Joyful Mysteries Presentation & Prayer 6pm-
   7:30pm Schaghticoke  

December 24—Christmas Eve Mass & Children’s  

 Pageant 4pm Speigletown; Christmas Eve Mass 
            6pm Schaghticoke 

December 25—Christmas Day Mass 8:30am Schaghticoke; 
           Christmas Day Mass 10:15am Speigletown 

December 26—Parish Offices closed in observance of  

   Christmas; No Zumba 

                BACK PACK PROGRAM  

 Donation  boxes are at the church entrances
 for items for our area schools that send home 
 food with children in need, those who may go  

hungry on the weekend. Suggested items are those  

non-perishables in single serve containers that are easy for a 
child to use: mac n cheese, chili, pastas, cereals, fruits, 
snacks, etc. Items will be delivered to our local schools on a  

regular basis.  THE SCHOOLS ARE CONTINUING TO 
GET THE SUPPLIES TO NEEDY FAMILIES. 

BIRTHRIGHT is in dire need of diapers, baby wipes 
and diaper cream or ointment.  The needs of the 
young pregnant women we serve is ongoing. We are 
there for them because YOU are there for Birthright 
There is a list of ongoing needs for the mothers &  

children in crisis, in the baby bassinets. . Thank you for sharing 
your love for life with us.  If you wish to donate monetarily the 
mailing address is: Birthright, 1490 Saratoga Rd., PO Box 
661, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.   

Computer Ink Cartridges:  Just a reminder that Transfiguration 
Parish recycles computer ink cartridges.  We have a box out for  

parishioners to drop their ink cartridges off in the vestibule on the 
way into the church.  Please consider bringing your old ink  

cartridges in to be recycled.  Thank you!  

*PLEASE, check the expiration date on donations 
for the food pantry as they cannot accept expired 
products Thank you. 

 Messages for the YOUNG CHURCH  

                            Faith Formation Sessions 

  

 
 
 

Faith Formations Sessions December 25 

No Sessions—Merry Christmas 

If you have any questions please contact Toni Fogarty for K-5 at 
518-569-3383 toni.defilippo@gmail.com & Jim Johnson for  

6-10.at 518-788-8902 rket2122@gmail.com  Thank you 

Amazon Smile:  Amazon Smile is a program that donates 0.5% 
of your eligible purchase on Amazon to a charity of your choice.  
All you need to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  
The donation will be made at no extra cost to you.  
Follow this link: for Transfiguration Parish 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2513684 

Saint John of Kanty | December 23 

 
 
 
 

Saint John, sometimes called John Cantius, was 
born in the Polish town of Kanty in 1390. Not 

much is recorded about his early life, however, he 
was a bright young man who did well in his studies 
at the university in Krakow. He earned his doctorate in  

philosophy and went on to be ordained and earn a doctorate in 
theology as well. He began teaching at the university  

immediately following the conferring of his doctorate in  

philosophy. Unfortunately, his popularity worked against him, 
and he was dismissed from his post on false charges. Saint 
John was reassigned to a post as a parish priest in the town of 
Olkusz, Bohemia. His parishioners did not receive him with 
open arms, and he was unsettled in his new position. But John 
did not give up, his honest care for the people of his parish 

eventually endeared him to them. After a time, he was invited 
back to the university and he returned to teaching, filling  

leadership roles in the philosophy and theological areas until 
the end of his long life. Saint John deeply cared for the poor, 
giving everything but only what he needed to survive away. 
He lived an aesthetic life but was such an engaging man that 
he often dined with nobility. Saint John of Kanty died on  

December 24, 1473. He was canonized in 1767, by Pope 
Clement XIII. In 1998, a new religious community chose the 
saint for their patron and the Canons Regular of Saint John 
Cantius, was formed in Chicago, Illinois. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER  

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

Fourth Sunday Advent 2022 

A seminary professor of mine once said, “Don’t 

confuse enthusiasm for a virtue with the virtue  

itself.” How easy it’s been in my life as a priest to talk about 

the greatest of virtues —love —and totally fail to live up to 

its concrete demands! Fortunately, our religion is not mainly 

about ideas or virtues but about persons. The angel of the 

Lord says to Joseph, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the  

Holy Spirit” (Mt.1:20). We don’t know exactly why Joseph 

was scared to receive Mary and therefore Jesus. We do 

know the solution: take Mary home. It’s so concrete. Look 

at her. Listen to her. Talk to her. Protect her. Help her. 

Laugh with her. Eat with her. Rest with her. Christianity  

begins here for Joseph, so it must with us, too. New year 

challenge: This week I challenge you to choose a concrete 

way to “take Mary into your home.” Praying a weekly or 

daily Rosary is a proven way. Perhaps for you it’s making a 

little shrine with a statue or image. Maybe it’s praying a 

weekly Litany of Our Lady on Saturday night. Whatever it 

is, make sure it is a concrete action and do it. She will be 

there. Soon her virtues will follow, especially love.  

Father John Muir  ©LPi 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS FOR THE HOMEBOUND.  Thanks 
to all the Parish Christmas Elves who volunteered to help  

decorate the Christmas baskets going to our parishioners at 
home.  There is a lot of decorating talent among you all, even 
when you didn’t think so.  A special thanks to Mary Agnes  

Arnold, Sue Martin-Cipolla, Karen DellaRocco, Laurie Pollay, 
Pam Schmidt and Mark Murray for donating the greenery. 
Thanks to another Christmas Elf, their special donation 
that will also be delivered along with the baskets.  
Thanks again, Pat Hebert, Parish Nurse 

mailto:toni.defilippo@gmail.com
mailto:rket2122@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2513684


SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:30 in 
Speigletown Chapel prior to Vigil Mass 

Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the church office to 
make arrangements.  

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should call the church 
office at least 6 months in advance of the wedding date.  A 
marriage preparation program is required for all couples.  Please 
call the church office to make arrangements. 

PARISH STAFF 

Bookkeeper: Mary Oxaal 
 M.Oxaal@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Director of Religious Education:   Beth Thayer 
 E.Thayer@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Nursing: Pat Hebert 
 P.Hebert@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Fundraising/Administrative Asst.: Meghan Bornt 
 M.Bornt@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Bulletin:  Meghan Bornt 
 M.Bornt@transfigurationparish.net 

 

Cemetery:  Call main office at 518-235-0337 
 

Maintenance: 
 

Knights of Columbus,  
Grand Knight: Bryan Purtell 
 bryanp78@hotmail.com 
 

Prayer Tree  Jean Sullivan 
 (518) 235-3356 
 

Trustees  Teresa Beamish 
                 Margaret Rice 

VISION STATEMENT 
Transfiguration Parish is committed to continual growth in the 
Catholic Faith through a lifelong union with Jesus Christ, and 
in service to others through the ministry of the Church.  We 
spread the Good News of His love and promote His Word 
through evangelization, education, reflection, and daily wit-
ness.  As faithful stewards we pledge to direct and develop the 
spiritual, human, financial, and material resources of the 
Church.  We respond to His love with gratitude and prayer, 
with compassionate service, generous sharing, reconciliation 
and equality for all. 

STREAK FREE CLOTHS ARE BACK! 

Never Use Window Cleaners Again! 

 

STREAK FREE, SPOT FREE—LINT FREE CLOTHS 

Special!-2 Microfiber Cloths for $5.00 

 

You may pick up after the Masses on table in the gathering area.  
Payment is on the honor system .  Please put money in container 
provided.  Thank you! 

 Transfiguration Parish, Troy, NY 04-0527

Tesmans Service
STATION, INC

Rt. 40 | 175 Speigletown Rd. | Troy, NY

237-4456
Quality Repairs Always!

Elder Law • Wills • Trusts • Estates
Asset Protection • Medicaid Planning

Susan M. Spiess, Esq.
FOWLER,

DOYLE, SPIESS  
& FLORSCH, PLLC
317 Brick Church Road
Troy, New York 12180

www.fowlerdoyle.com
Phone: 518-279-1143

Fax: 518-279-4320
Parishioner

DEVITO
SALVADORE

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
39 South Main Street, Mechanicville, N.Y. 12118 

Phone 518-664-4500
THOMAS A. SALVADORE, MATTHEW SALVADORE, DIR.

WWW.DEVITO-SALVADOREFH.COM

Esposito’s Flowers
and Produce

Established 1938

Annuals-Perennials
Vegetable Bedding

Plants-Produce

518-669-5224
381 Broadway • Menands, NY

espo619@rocketmail.com

Contact Clare Colamaria 
to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6444

is now 

1003 Hudson RiveR Rd. | 518-664-9841
www.marchesefordofmechanicville.com

J&J Auto Sales
TROY, N.Y.

Barton Family 
Enterprises

G&D Commercial 
Refrigeration & 

Electrical Services Inc.
Buskirk, NY

518-441-0959 
518-753-9810

&

LaPosta’s Deli 
& Market

Speigletown, NY
518-237-5650

~Family Owned and 
Community Grown~
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Our family serving your needs

565 Fourth Avenue • Troy, NY 12182
Phone: 518-235-0952

sanvidgefuneralhome.com

www.connorsgroup.com

40 North Central Avenue, 
PO Box 71

Mechanicville, NY 12118

Phone:
(518) 664-7307

SITE DEVELOPMENT
COMMERCIAL &

INDUSTRIAL
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

HAULING

Warren W. Fane, Inc.
SAND • GRAVEL • STONE
TOP SOIL • TRENCHING

Troy - Mechanicville

62 LEVERSEE RD., TROY
(518) 235-5531

SARATOGA
BOMANITE

64 Hudson River Rd
Waterford, NY 12188

The Best Impression You Can Make On Concrete
NGC Concrete Masonry, LLC

Specializing
• Pool Decks • Patios • Sidewalks 

• Steps • Driveways
Stamped Concrete Specialists

Fully Insured - Free Estimates
Saratogabomanite@aol.com

PHONE: 518-233-7000

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

C AND H FLATWORK

518-858-4762
Stamped Concrete - Sidewalks

Driveways - Retaining Walls
Patio's - Footings

Contact Rich Harte for 
All Your Concrete Needs

518-753-0350
Valley Falls - Cambridge

Brunswick - Troy


