
Transfiguration Parish 

 

17 South Main Street 
Schaghticoke, NY 12154 

Phone: 518-753-4554   Fax: 518-753-0456 

 

50 Hillview Drive 
Speigletown, Troy, NY 12182 

Administrative Offices 
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday -9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 

Phone: 518-235-0337   Fax: 518-235-8726 

 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

                                       Schaghticoke      Speigletown 

 

Saturday:                             4:00 p.m. 

Sunday:           8:30 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 

 

                                          Tuesday              Thursday                                
Communion Service:         9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Mass available on Livestream 
Visit Our Webpage:  TRANSFIGURATIONPARISH.NET 

 

Elizabeth Thayer 

Parish Life Coordinator 

E.thayer@transfigurationparish.net 

 
 

Fr.  Ed Kacerguis-Sacramental Minister 

 
 

Deacon Charles Valenti 

Parish Deacon  

         cgvalenti1@gmail.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We  are a Catholic community united by love, illuminated by the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We gather as a People 
of God seeking unity through the Holy Spirit to Worship through the Sacred Liturgy, Prayer and Sacraments, and to proclaim the 
Christian message which promotes Justice, Reconciliation and Service through Evangelization, Faith Formation and Discipleship. 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Saturday, December 31—Speigletown  4:00PM 

  Merton & Marie Thayer Beth Thayer 

 

  Sunday, January 1—Schaghticoke  8:30AM 

  Helen Donovan Mary Schroder 

  Dorothy Madigan Mary Ellen Schroder 

 

Sunday, January 1—Speigletown  10:15AM 

  Family & Friends of the Parish 
 

Saturday, January 7—Speigletown 4:00PM 

  Will Rowe  Rowe & Collins Families 

  Joseph E. Smith Estate of Joseph e. Smith 

  Marcella Fushs Love Mom 

  Cecilia Keane Vecchio Jerry & Kathleen Steele 

 

Sunday, January 8—Schaghticoke 8:30AM 

  Dorothy Madigan Schroder Family 

  Joseph E. Smith Estate of Joseph E. Smith 

 

Sunday, January 8—Speigletown 10:15AM 

  Rose Cosgrove  Shannon Sanvidge 

  Harold Humphrey Martha Cioffi 

Solemnity of Mary      January 1 2023  

ACCESS THE BULLETIN  VIA  OUR WEBSITE 
The Transfiguration Parish website has been upgraded and has a 'new' look, 
with direct links to video, Facebook and much more.  The weekly bulletin 
continues to be available to read and refer to each week.  We invite  

everyone to visit  the website at www.transfigurationparish.net and then 
type into the search bar “Bulletin”.   Like us on Facebook. 

From the Desk of Deacon Charlie 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary. It is the 
eighth day of Christmastide and is a feast to celebrate 
Mary’s motherhood of Jesus Christ. It is a reminder of 
the role she played in the salvation of mankind. It is 
also a reminder that Mary is the spiritual mother of all 
the faithful. 

When I think about Mary, I am reminded of the old 
saying “It’s not what you know, it is who you know.” 
Mary is a good person to know. She is a powerful  

intercessor for all of our needs here on earth. To put it 
simply, Mary has a lot of clout. As we will recall, in 
the gospel story of the Marriage Feast at Cana where 
there was a shortage of wine Mary was very concerned 
about the situation since running out of wine was not 
only a breach of courtesy but a violation of a sacred 
responsibility. .As we know, Jesus saved the day by 
performing the miracle of turning water into wine, not 
because He wanted to but because of Mary’s  

influence. 

We see Mary’s clout in the beautiful prayer known as 
the Memorare. “Remember, most compassionate  

Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought 
your intercession was left unaided.” Never was it 
known that anyone who turned to Mary was not 
helped. 

Today as we celebrate Mary’s special day, let it  

remind us to always pray to her and ask her to be  

actively involved in our daily lives. Remember it’s not 
what you know, but who you know.  

 

Peace and all good, 

Deacon Charlie 

Communion Services on: 

Tuesday,  January 3 9:00 a.m. Schaghticoke 

Thursday, January 5 9:00 a.m. Speigletown 

LIVESTREAMING MASS 

Transfiguration Parish will be Livestreaming the 4:00 pm Mass in 
Speigletown on Saturday January 7  The Livestream will be available on 
the Transfiguration Parish Facebook page and also on YouTube at:  

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65S8ALJ_rRdZ4en_MXDE7Q) , so 
those who are not able to attend Mass in person will be able to join us from 
their homes in the celebration of Holy Eucharist.  Masses will be recorded, 
and links will be available on our Parish Website for viewing anytime.  The 
addition of Livestreaming will allow us to give praise and glory to God as a 
parish community, even though we are not together in one place. 

Volunteers Needed:  We are still in need of  

volunteers to help with counting the Sunday  

Collection at both church sites.  Trainings will be  

available.  If interested, please call the Parish Office 
at 518-235-0337 Monday through Thursday 9-2.  
Thank you. 

WELCOME 

 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church; no matter what 
your current family and marital situation; no matter what your personal  

history, age, race, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, physical condition; no  

matter what your own self-image; you are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected here at Transfiguration Parish. 

Listen. Think. Act. 

That is a mantra or slogan for many different groups. 
Some seek to battle prejudice and bias. Other groups 
hope to eliminate poverty or reduce crime. I have even 
found some companies use it as a way of increasing  

engagement among their employees. In a nutshell, it is 
about taking in what you have heard and then reflecting 
on it before you act. The most fruitful actions are those 
that take place after careful reflection. This is an  

important thing to remember for those trying to live a 
stewardship way of life. If we are honest with ourselves, 
too often most of us jump to conclusions too quickly or 
act in ways that cause friction because we didn’t really 
think about the consequences of our actions. We are 
moving too fast in a world that seems to be moving ever 
faster. When the shepherds came to visit Jesus, the  

newborn King, they told Mary everything that the angels 
had told them. Luke tells us that after hearing all this, 
she “kept all these things, reflecting on them in her 
heart.” No response. No panic. No action. Her reflection 
was the appropriate response. In this New Year, you and 
I would do well to remember this Gospel account of 
Mary, the Mother of God. Let us resolve to listen more, 
reflect often, and then act accordingly. We are called to 
use our gifts wisely, sowing them in good soil. If we just 
throw them out, allowing them to simply fall wherever 
they may, have we really used them for God’s glory? 
We need to listen. Think. Then act. 

Thank you to everyone who donated generously to our  

Christmas Giving Tree and Wish Lists.  We provided gifts to 
a number of needy families in our community.  We would also 
like to thank those who helped decorate both of our Churches 
for the Advent and Christmas Season.  Everything looked beautiful..  
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65S8ALJ_rRdZ4en_MXDE7Q


Solemnity of Mary  January 1 2023 

This Week’s Parish Announcements 

Thank you for your service.  

Schaghticoke Site: January 8 

 

LECTORS  

        8:30am  Steven Keyes 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

         8:30am  Jen Chetwynd 

ALTAR SERVERS 

        8:30am  Anthony Fogarty;  

                       Laura Rice 

 

MONEY COUNTERS:  D. Carlo; J. Rowe; R. Lambertsen  

 

Speigletown Site: January 7/8 

 

LECTORS  

4:00 pm  Jerry Steele      10:15am  Mike Schongar 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

4:00pm  Paula Garneau      10:15am  Jack Mahoney 

 

ALTAR SERVERS 

4:00pm  None                                10:15am None 

 

MONEY COUNTERS:  Doug Wilkie; Robin Lambertsen 

TRANSFIGURATION PARISH NURSE PROGRAM 

Pat Hebert, RN, MA, Faith Community Nurse  

(518) 753-4554, p.hebert@transfigurationparish.net.  Our mission 
is to model the healing ministry of Jesus Christ..  Our Goal is to promote health 

& wellness within the values, beliefs, practices of our faith community..  

NURSES NOTES:   Health Tips:  
Changing any habit is hard. Try brushing your teeth with the 
opposite hand you usually use (extra credit: stand on one leg 
while you do it!). Changing ingrained lifestyle habits, whether 
a penchant for French fries or a preference for the couch over 
the gym, can be especially hard. A recent study offers a strategy 
for success when you’re trying to make multiple changes at 
once. Say, for example, that you’d like to start eating more 
vegetables, cut out soda, exercise more, and cut down on  

alcohol. According to the study, you may have better success 
in making changes if you focus on either starting habits (like 
more exercise and veggies) or stopping habits (soda and alco-
hol), but not on starting and stopping habits at the same time. 
Give this strategy a try and see how it works. But don’t bite off 
more than you can chew (so to speak). Whether there’s one 
change you’d like to make or a whole slew of them, start small 
and don’t fall into the “all or nothing” trap. If you’ve been  

sedentary, for instance, don’t expect yourself to start walking 
for an hour a day, six days a week. And if you eat fast food and 
frozen meals a lot, don’t expect yourself to transform into 
Chef Healthy overnight! Schedule your new habits on your 
calendar, and keep track of your progress. Once you have that 
down, build on it. Rome wasn’t built in a day, and neither are 
healthy lifestyles. Patience, persistence, and a positive attitude 
go a long way.   http://www.clevelandclinicwellness.co  

              Words to Live By:  

“Happy New Year! Always welcome the new morning with a 

new spirit, a smile on your face, love in your heart and good 

thoughts in your mind.”                      Anonymous 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY  

MOMENTS 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 

She Kept All of These Things in Her Heart 

 

“What was my first word? Who was there when I 
was born? When did I start to walk? Which toys 
did I play with? What made me cry when I was a baby?” My old-
est has reached the age where she has started to ask questions like 
this. As she grows up, she is realizing that, in order to understand 
the world around her, she must first understand herself. This 
makes her insatiably curious about her own identity, her history 
— her “origin story,” as they say in the movies. I’ve got most of 
it documented either in writing or in photos, but even if it’s a  

detail that wasn’t scribbled in a baby book or saved to my digital 
cloud, it’s a memory that I can quickly summon and make real for 
her as we snuggle and talk about who she was, who she is, and 
who she may become. I’m the mom. I have kept all of these 
things in my heart. The Blessed Mother knew more about God 
before opening a book than most of us could discover after a life-
time of study and prayer. There is no one whose knowledge of 
Christ was so intimate, so deep, so simultaneously ordinary and 
extraordinary, as the human woman who bore him, birthed him, 
nursed him, raised him and eventually gave him up. In the way 
that I can tell my daughter everything there is to know about the 
part of her life she cannot recall, Mary can tell us everything we 
need to know about Christ. All we have to do is ask.  

Mary kept all of these things in her heart. — Luke 2:19  ©LPi 

 Offertory Report December 17/18 

 Week 25 of the 2022-2023 Budget 

  
 

 Regular Collection=$4,141.82 

  Major Repairs=$729.00 

 
 

 Budgeted Weekly Collection=$4,993 

 Budget to date=$124,824 

 Collections to date=$109,838 

 Shortfall=$14,987  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you for your on-going generosity and continued commitment 
to your parish.  Please consider increasing your weekly donation 

Notice for ON-LINE GIVING-Second Collections for: 

January 8—Major Repairs 

January 15—Parish Nursing 

Unfortunately there is a delay in our 2023 contribution envelope 
delivery.  You will find some general offertory envelopes by the 
collection baskets at both sites that can be used for the time  

being.  Thank you for your patience. 

Baptism 

Catherine Joyce Watkins, daughter of Michael and Laura  

Watkins, was baptized on December 18, 2022. May the Holy 
Spirit guide Catherine on her journey as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 

mailto:p.hebert@transfigurationparish.net


Transfiguration Parish   

Mark Your Calendar 

January 2—Parish Offices closed in observance of  

   New Year's; No Zumba 

January 7—Book Nook open 9am-12pm Speigletown 

January 9—$5 Zumba 6pm-7pm Speigletown 

                BACK PACK PROGRAM  

 Donation  boxes are at the church entrances
 for items for our area schools that send home 
 food with children in need, those who may go  

hungry on the weekend. Suggested items are those  

non-perishables in single serve containers that are easy for a 
child to use: mac n cheese, chili, pastas, cereals, fruits, 
snacks, etc. Items will be delivered to our local schools on a  

regular basis.  THE SCHOOLS ARE CONTINUING TO 
GET THE SUPPLIES TO NEEDY FAMILIES. 

BIRTHRIGHT is in dire need of diapers, baby wipes 
and diaper cream or ointment.  The needs of the 
young pregnant women we serve is ongoing. We are 
there for them because YOU are there for Birthright 
There is a list of ongoing needs for the mothers &  

children in crisis, in the baby bassinets. . Thank you for sharing 
your love for life with us.  If you wish to donate monetarily the 
mailing address is: Birthright, 1490 Saratoga Rd., PO Box 
661, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.   

Computer Ink Cartridges:  Just a reminder that Transfiguration 
Parish recycles computer ink cartridges.  We have a box out for  
parishioners to drop their ink cartridges off in the vestibule on the 
way into the church.  Please consider bringing your old ink  
cartridges in to be recycled.  Thank you!  

*PLEASE, check the expiration date on donations 
for the food pantry as they cannot accept expired 
products Thank you. 

 Messages for the YOUNG CHURCH  

                          Faith Formation Sessions 

  

 
 
 

Faith Formations Sessions January 8  

 

K-5 9:30am-10:30am Schaghticoke 

6-10 6pm-7:30pm Speigletown 

 

If you have any questions please contact Toni Fogarty for K-5 at 
518-569-3383 toni.defilippo@gmail.com & Jim Johnson for  

6-10.at 518-788-8902 rket2122@gmail.com  Thank you 

Amazon Smile:  Amazon Smile is a program that donates 0.5% 
of your eligible purchase on Amazon to a charity of your choice.  
All you need to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  
The donation will be made at no extra cost to you.  
Follow this link: for Transfiguration Parish 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2513684 

St. John Neumann | January 5 

 
 

St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators, 
immigrants, and, due to the miracles that secured his 
canonization, sick children. This is a fitting patron-
age as he was a lover of education and learning from a very 
young age. In fact, when he was a child, his mother called him 
“my little bibliomaniac” due to his preoccupation with reading. 
Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic, he 
attended the university in Prague preparing for ordination.  

However, his local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the 
time because Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired 
about ordination all over Europe but received the same answer 
everywhere. Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several 
United States dioceses. Receiving no immediate responses, the 
saint took a leap of faith and decided to just immigrate to the 
United States in 1836, during his 25th year, with only $40 in his 
pocket. This risk paid off when he was ordained in New York a 
month later. Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a  

missionary to German immigrants in Buffalo. His missionary 
work also created an opportunity for him to spend time in Mary-
land, Virginia, Michigan, and Ohio. When he was 29, he joined 
the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), a 
congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to helping the poor 
and most abandoned. He was their first member to profess vows 
in the United States. In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became 
the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. During this time, he organized 
the individual parochial schools in his region into a diocesan  

system. This change allowed Catholic schools to quickly increase 
the number of pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. Over the 
course of his ministry, St. John expanded the number of Catholic 
schools in his diocese from 2 to 100! His passion for education 
extended to immigrants, like himself, and his love for learning 
languages made it possible for him to hear confessions in Eng-
lish, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic!  A man of the 
people, he could often be found outside the church walls visiting 
people who were sick, staying in taverns and public houses to 
teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s homes at their kitchen 
tables. He was canonized on June 19, 1977, following three  

miracles, two of which regarded the healing of youth from grave 
illnesses. St. John Neumann was the first American man to be 
canonized a saint. 

Rosary 

Question: 

What is the story behind the rosary? 

Answer: 

The rosary is a sacred and popular Catholic devotion, but 
its origins are mysterious. Prayer beads to facilitate  

meditation began in the early ages of the Church. In the 
early medieval period, bead strings were used to count Hail 
Marys or Our Fathers. A tradition has developed that the 
rosary in its current form was given to St. Dominic by the 
Blessed Mother. However, the earliest biographies of the 
saint do not include this story. In the Middle Ages, the  

prayers were grouped into 50 Hail Marys with verses from 
Psalms and vignettes from the lives of Jesus and Mary. By 
the 16

th
 century, the Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious  

Mysteries were established. The rosary rose to prominence 
in the late 1500s. The Turkish Empire was spreading 
across eastern Europe, and pirates were raiding Christian 
ships. The Christian nations of Europe rallied for a great 
battle at sea. Pope St. Pius V urged all Christians to pray 
the rosary for victory. While vastly outnumbered, the  

Christian fleet was victorious at the Battle of Lepanto. The 
pope established October 7

th
 as the feast of the Holy  

Rosary. Later, all of October would come to be known as 
the Month of the Rosary.  ©LPi 

mailto:toni.defilippo@gmail.com
mailto:rket2122@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2513684


SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:30 in 
Speigletown Chapel prior to Vigil Mass 

Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the church office to 
make arrangements.  

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should call the church 
office at least 6 months in advance of the wedding date.  A 
marriage preparation program is required for all couples.  Please 
call the church office to make arrangements. 

PARISH STAFF 

Bookkeeper: Mary Oxaal 
 M.Oxaal@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Director of Religious Education:   Beth Thayer 
 E.Thayer@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Nursing: Pat Hebert 
 P.Hebert@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Fundraising/Administrative Asst.: Meghan Bornt 
 M.Bornt@transfigurationparish.net 
 

Bulletin:  Meghan Bornt 
 M.Bornt@transfigurationparish.net 

 

Cemetery:  Call main office at 518-235-0337 
 

Maintenance: 
 

Knights of Columbus,  
Grand Knight: Bryan Purtell 
 bryanp78@hotmail.com 
 

Prayer Tree  Jean Sullivan 
 (518) 235-3356 
 

Trustees  Teresa Beamish 
                 Margaret Rice 

VISION STATEMENT 
Transfiguration Parish is committed to continual growth in the 
Catholic Faith through a lifelong union with Jesus Christ, and 
in service to others through the ministry of the Church.  We 
spread the Good News of His love and promote His Word 
through evangelization, education, reflection, and daily wit-
ness.  As faithful stewards we pledge to direct and develop the 
spiritual, human, financial, and material resources of the 
Church.  We respond to His love with gratitude and prayer, 
with compassionate service, generous sharing, reconciliation 
and equality for all. 

STREAK FREE CLOTHS ARE BACK! 

Never Use Window Cleaners Again! 

STREAK FREE, SPOT FREE—LINT FREE CLOTHS 

Special!-2 Microfiber Cloths for $5.00 

You may pick up after the Masses on table in the gathering area.  
Payment is on the honor system .  Please put money in container 
provided.  Thank you! 

 Transfiguration Parish, Troy, NY 04-0527

Tesmans Service
STATION, INC

Rt. 40 | 175 Speigletown Rd. | Troy, NY

237-4456
Quality Repairs Always!

Elder Law • Wills • Trusts • Estates
Asset Protection • Medicaid Planning

Susan M. Spiess, Esq.
FOWLER,

DOYLE, SPIESS  
& FLORSCH, PLLC
317 Brick Church Road
Troy, New York 12180

www.fowlerdoyle.com
Phone: 518-279-1143

Fax: 518-279-4320
Parishioner

DEVITO
SALVADORE

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
39 South Main Street, Mechanicville, N.Y. 12118 

Phone 518-664-4500
THOMAS A. SALVADORE, MATTHEW SALVADORE, DIR.

WWW.DEVITO-SALVADOREFH.COM

Esposito’s Flowers
and Produce

Established 1938

Annuals-Perennials
Vegetable Bedding

Plants-Produce

518-669-5224
381 Broadway • Menands, NY

espo619@rocketmail.com

Contact Clare Colamaria 
to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6444

is now 

1003 Hudson RiveR Rd. | 518-664-9841
www.marchesefordofmechanicville.com

J&J Auto Sales
TROY, N.Y.

Barton Family 
Enterprises

G&D Commercial 
Refrigeration & 

Electrical Services Inc.
Buskirk, NY

518-441-0959 
518-753-9810

&

LaPosta’s Deli 
& Market

Speigletown, NY
518-237-5650

~Family Owned and 
Community Grown~
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Our family serving your needs

565 Fourth Avenue • Troy, NY 12182
Phone: 518-235-0952

sanvidgefuneralhome.com

www.connorsgroup.com

40 North Central Avenue, 
PO Box 71

Mechanicville, NY 12118

Phone:
(518) 664-7307

SITE DEVELOPMENT
COMMERCIAL &

INDUSTRIAL
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

HAULING

Warren W. Fane, Inc.
SAND • GRAVEL • STONE
TOP SOIL • TRENCHING

Troy - Mechanicville

62 LEVERSEE RD., TROY
(518) 235-5531

SARATOGA
BOMANITE

64 Hudson River Rd
Waterford, NY 12188

The Best Impression You Can Make On Concrete
NGC Concrete Masonry, LLC

Specializing
• Pool Decks • Patios • Sidewalks 

• Steps • Driveways
Stamped Concrete Specialists

Fully Insured - Free Estimates
Saratogabomanite@aol.com

PHONE: 518-233-7000

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

C AND H FLATWORK

518-858-4762
Stamped Concrete - Sidewalks

Driveways - Retaining Walls
Patio's - Footings

Contact Rich Harte for 
All Your Concrete Needs

518-753-0350
Valley Falls - Cambridge

Brunswick - Troy


