
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 

“You, Lord,   are our 
father, our 
redeemer you are 
named forever. 
Why do you let us 

wander from your ways and 
harden our hearts so that we 
fear you not? Return for the 
sake of your servants, the tribes 
of your heritage. Oh, that you 
would rend the heavens and 
come down... would that you 
might meet us as doing right, 
that we were mindful of you in 
our ways!” 

A new and special time of prayer 
has begun. Silently and sneakily, 
an enemy has redirected our 
lives since early March. Our lives 
have been altered and we were 
summoned to consider what is 
of real importance – our family, 
our health, including our 
spiritual life. This is our advent 
infected by the virus. 

As we begin the period of hope 

and expectation, may we look 

to the Word of God, find a time 

for prayer and reflection each 

day. We ask, why is this advent 

to be different? The answer is 

found in the events of the past 

months. We need the Lord 

more than ever. We come as 

beggars, asking that the Lord 

come down to support and 

abide with us. Our mantra, the 

final words of the bible ‘Come, 

Lord Jesus.’ 

         ST.GABRIEL PARISH 

2917 DICKINSON ST. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA  

    Mass Intentions for the Week 

Daily Masses 8:30 AM Monday –Thursday on 
Sunday Masses are 4:30PM on Saturday and 
10:00 AM on Sunday  
 

4:30 PM SATURDAY, November 28 
Maria E. Robb RB Maria Robb 
 

10:00 AM SUNDAY, November 29  
Alexander Squillante RB Margaret Squillante 
 

8:30 AM Monday, November 30 
Iannetti & Cannizzalaro Families 
RB Kathleen Murphy 
 

8:30 AM Tuesday, December 01 
Michael Patrone RB Madelyn Amoriello 
 

8:30 AM Wednesday, December 02 
Chris Amoriello RB Madelyn Amoriello 
  

8:30 AM Thursday December 03 
Michael Amoriello RB Madelyn Amoriello 
 

8:30 AM FRIDAY  December 04 
No Mass 
 

4:30 PM SATURDAY, December 05 
Lt. Col. Michael White RB Evelyn Marcucci 
 

10:00 AM SUNDAY, December 06 
Kathy Burke RB Kay Rinick 
 
 

 
     Pray for those on the Sick List 
Grace Curran, April DeMatto. Tony Schriver, Joel 
Rivera, Cathy O’Brien, Catherine Kecko, Nicole 
Palandro, Claire Williamson, Donna Tafuri, 
Christopher Browne, Scott McDowell, Mary Kennedy, 
Lisa Ruggino, Steven Porter, Ed McCarron, Mary & 
Ann Bell, Tracy Cotter, Carol Mills, Grace Griffiths, 
Colleen Riddell, Greg Barrett, Margaret Doherty, Nan 
Mulligan Janet Valania Pat Stabb, Michaela Healy, 
Andrew Bennett, Dolores Masi, Joanne Gariffo, 
Connie Kilgarriff, Theresa Sherwin, Barbara Curran 
Williamson, for those suffering from the Coronavirus 
and for those suffering from addiction, especially 
young adults,  

 



 

 
The app is also available on 

www.stgabes.org 

The Rectory is open Monday – Thursday 

9:00 AM-3:00PM. If you would ever like to 
drop your envelopes in the mailbox it is 

located on the left side of the rectory door. 
God bless you and your families. 

 
 

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
Our Parish Religious Education Program for 
Grades 1-7, Sundays from 11:15 AM to 
12:30 PM, after the 10:00 Mass, in the 
Parish Rectory. Please call Sister Rose, at 
215-463-4060 or e-mail at 
sr.rose@stgabes.org to register 
 

Do you or someone you know want to 
become Catholic, need the Sacrament of 
Confirmation or want to grow deeper in 
your faith? 

Classes are on Thursday, 10:00-11:30. For 
any questions please call Sister Rose 

at 215-463-4060 or e-mail at 
sr.rose@stgabes.org Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

   Prayer for the     

Revitalization of Saint Gabriel Parish 
 

Lord, renew me, my family, and our parish 

in faith, hope, and love. Anoint us with the 

power of your Holy Spirit, to be transformed 

into your image, and to be your healing 

presence in Grays Ferry. 

Please join us at 4:30 PM Saturday evening 

or10:00 AM Sunday Mass and help St. 

Gabe’s to become stronger and a more 

visible sign of God’s presence in our 

neighborhood. 

Advent versus 

Christmas 

 
 

Many families and countries have 
different ideas and traditions on how to 
celebrate Advent versus 
Christmas. Some do not sing or listen to 
any Christmas carols until Christmas 
Eve, in order to make sure that Advent 
celebrations don’t become Christmas 
celebrations.  
But this doesn’t mean you have to 
pass up everything Christmas to 
make sure you are celebrating 
Advent properly. Instead, 
remember to keep the spirit of 
Advent in everything you do until 
Christmas Eve. This means having a 
spirit of hopeful longing, joyful 
expectation, prayerful penance and 

spiritual preparation. 

 

Come join us for an Advent 
Program 

-either face to face or virtual. 
 

When Wednesdays from 7:00 PM – 8:00 
PM, December 2, 9, 16 
 
To register or for more information 
contact Sr. Rose at sr.rose@stgabes.org 

Click the link below if you are joining 

virtually. 

 

http://www.stgabes.org/
mailto:sr.rose@stgabes.org
mailto:sr.rose@stgabes.org
mailto:sr.rose@stgabes.org


Greetings in the Lord!  

May God bless you and your families as we celebrate Thanksgiving this Thursday. We have may 

graces and gifts to be thankful for from our good and gracious God! 

Just the way we have a civil year which ends on December 31st and begins anew on January 1st, 

our Catholic Church liturgical year ends on the 34th Sunday of Ordinary time on the Feast of 

Christ the King. The new  year begins on the First Sunday of Advent, November 29th. 

During this past Liturgical Year, we read on most Sunday’s from the gospel of Saint Matthew 

(cycle A). In this new year, we will hear from the gospel of Saint Mark (cycle B) 

Mark’s gospel is the shortest of all four gospels. One of the features of Mark’s gospel is that it is 

action driven.  Mark wrote with much more pace than the other synoptic (Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke) gospel authors.  Mark seems to be in a hurry, so sometimes, many stories are crammed 

together.  He used words like “immediately” forty-two times in his gospel. I recommend that you 

read the entire gospel of Saint Mark. It can be done in only a few hours. 

Praying During Advent 

The following beautiful prayer, which begins on November 30 on the feast of Saint Andrew, is 

traditionally recited fifteen times a day until Christmas. This is a very meditative prayer that 

helps us increase our awareness of the real focus of Christmas and helps us prepare ourselves 

spiritually for His coming 

Hail and Blessed be the Hour 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was born of the most 

pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, I 

beseech Thee, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires, [here mention your request] 

through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen.  

Giving Trees 

 

We continue our St. Gabriel tradition of giving to Bethesda House for Christmas. Please consider 

taking a tag from the tree to enhance the lives of homeless people in the Philadelphia area. 

 

Advent Wreath 

 

On the first Sunday of Advent, November 29th, you will see the traditional 

Advent wreath. Each week candles will be lit beginning with one on the first 

Sunday and continuing until Christmas. You might consider making an 

Advent wreath yourself and placing it in a prominent place in your home. 

 

Daily prayers, Sister Rose 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


