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Dear parishioners, 

     Last weekend my 
sister and her husband celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary.   At the reception their eldest grandson 
who is 20 asked “Do you think Grandma and 
Grandpa feel like they did on their wedding day?”  
Those of us who heard the question all responded 
with “No.” 
     I don’t know this from experience.  I surmise it 
as an observer.  On your wedding day you feel the 
excitement of entering into a great unknown.   After 
50 years I think the trust and love are proven so the 
greater sentiment is gratitude:  gratitude for your 
own and your spouse’s fidelity, gratitude for your 
children and grandchildren, gratitude that they are 
well and are doing well, gratitude for the 
accomplishments and joys of 50 years, gratitude 
that heartbreaks and setbacks have been glue rather 
than a wedge,  gratitude that misunderstandings and 
slights and even meanness have been met with 
tolerance and forgiveness rather than unkindness 
and unforgiving bitterness and separation. 
     Pope Francis stresses family as the foundation 
stone of society and of faith.  That is because in a 
family we learn to support and help each other—
both when we are young and when we are grown 
and on our own.  In a family we bring our Christian 
morals into practice with kindness, understanding, 
and forgiveness because we know and believe that 
the greatest of gifts is love.  We learn sharing and 
generosity and looking out for others.  We learn 
how to have each other’s backs even when we know 
how to dish out the teasing. 
     In a family we hopefully learn that the fidelity is 
not staying together however awful it might be, but 
that the marriage vow is “to love you and honor you 
all the days of my life.”  When I succeed at this for 
50 years or for 50 minutes, I need to give thanks for 
the grace of God that has accompanied me.  When I 
fail, it’s just another opportunity to do better and to 
ask for still more grace.  

Sister Carol 

 
 

 
 

Weekend Masses 
Sat July 9      4:00 p.m.       Leonard & Sally Rieman 
           Murphy & Immele families 
Sun July 10  10:00 a.m.  Imajean Mathewson & 
          Gene Badertscher 
**Mon July 11  7:00 p.m. For peace and healing 
 
Sat July 16    4:00 p.m. Janet Maenle 
Sun July 17  10:00 a.m. Jerry Musser 
 

Communion Services 
Tue July 12  10:30 a.m.  Richland 
Fri July 15   8:00 a.m.  St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Adults $2,845.00   Loose $839.00 
Children $38.75   Total $3,722.75 

62 envelopes returned = 30% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Thank you also to those who give electronically!! 

 
Assignments for July 16 &17, 2016 

Money Counters:  Deb Buck and Deb Goldenetz 
4:00 p.m. 

Greeter:  Basil Meyer 
Cantor:  Steve McCullough 
Ushers:  John Parinello and Chuck Niese 
Lector:   Jim Kinn 
E.M.:  Diana Bucher and Jennifer Tschuor 
Servers:  Brayton and Addison Businger 

10:00 a.m. 
Greeters:  Steve and Kelly Yarnell family 
Cantor:  Steve McCullough 
Ushers:  Jerry and Jeanne Wehri 
Lectors:  Sophie Marcum and Joe Herrmann 
E.M.:  Amy Marcum, Mark Zweibel,  
           Tricia Herrmann, Hank Schroeder 
Servers:  Joel Siefker, Anthony Kiser,  
               Makayla Schweingruber 
 
 

Readings for July 17, 2016, 
the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
               1st Reading:  Genesis 18:1-10a 
               2nd Reading:  Colossians 1:24-28 
               Gospel Reading:  Luke 10:38-42 
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Year of Mercy practice for July  For 
this month the corporal work of mercy to 
which we will give our effort is “Clothe 
the naked.”  To do this we will collect 
disposable diapers for Heartbeat of Lima.   
There is a table in the social hall marked 
for this purpose.  Please be generous in 
your practice of mercy 

 
Mass for Peace and Healing  Aware of the many acts 
of terror that have been worked in our world recently 
and also aware of many among us who are sick, we will 
have a Mass Monday evening, July 10, 8-9 o’clock to 
pray for peace and healing.  Please join us in our pleas to 
God for health for our loved ones and for an end to 
terrorism in our world. 
 
Memorial stones  If you are interested in ordering a 
memorial stone to be engraved and added to our memory 
garden, NOW is the time to order it so that the work can 
be done at one time.  There are order forms on the shelf 
in the main entrance. 

 
Please help to save empty Gatorade bottles 
to use for crafts at the Community Vacation 
Bible School at the end of this month.  Please 
rinse them and put them in the box in the 
main entrance. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
The annual Community VBS will 
be held at Emmanuel United 
Church of Christ on Phillips Road 
from Sunday evening through 
Thursday evening, July 24-28, 
from 6-8 each evening.  
Registration forms are on the shelf in the main entrance.  
You can also register on-line.  Message them on their 
Facebook page “BlufftonVBS.”  Give your child’s 
name, date of birth, age, and grade just completed. 
You can sign the necessary release forms on the first 
evening of VBS. 
 
The annual Community Worship Service will be held 
in the Presbyterian Church lawn on Sunday, July 31, at 9 
o’clock.  You may bring offerings of money or non-
perishable food for the local food pantry.   
 
Community Supper  St. Mary’s turn to host the 
Community Supper is Thursday, August 4.  Watch “the 
shelf” for the sign-up list coming soon! 

 
 
School Supplies  The Bluffton Area Ministerial  
Association (BAMA) will again work together to 
provide school supplies for children in the Bluffton 
school district.  They will accept whatever you bring 
from the school supply list that the schools publish.  
They need in particular folders 
(with pockets) and three ring 
notebooks (1-inch, 1 ½ inch, and 
2 inch.)  We will also as a parish 
make a donation as part of our 
yearly charity.  The supplies will 
be distributed on Saturday, 
August 13.  That’s the day of our parish picnic--so think 
ahead!  Supplies may be brought to our social hall any 
time before Sunday, August 7. 
   
EXCLAIM 2016 
The EXCLAIM! Christian Music Festival returns this 
summer for its seventh year, on Sunday, July 31.  Guest 
performers will be Matt Hammitt, Josh Wilson, and Tori 
Harris.  The event is FREE and includes music on the 
main stage all day, kids’ activities, inflatables, and 
plenty of room to run around.  The day ends with Mass 
at 7 p.m.  The event is located at 555 S Holland-Sylvania 
Road in Toledo.  Details at www.exclaimtoledo.org 
 

Celebrate Your Parish!!   
Plan to attend the Parish Picnic here at 
St. Mary’s parking lot on Saturday, 
August 13, noon-3 p.m.  Food, bounce 
houses, games.  It’s all free for you to 

celebrate our parish, our feast day, and your generosity! 
 
 

P.R.E.P. 
 
 

Two things to remember: 
 
Community Vacation Bible School at Emmanuel United 
Church of Christ, Sunday – Thursday evenings, 6-8 
p.m., July 24-28.   
 
Save Gatorade bottles! 
 
Details above 


