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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 

The virtue of humility is the key theme of today’s 

Scripture readings. The author C.S. Lewis describes it 

well in “Mere Christianity”: “Humility is not thinking 

less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.”  Humility 

is a very elusive gift that is vital for Christians. Just 

when we think we have this virtue, we lose it because we 

are proud of being humble. Real humility is about 

honesty and truth; truth about ourselves, our soul and our 

need for God’s grace in our lives.  Humility keeps us 

from fooling ourselves. And humility is the virtue that 

enables each of us to use our gifts and talents for the 

glory of God and for the benefit of our community 

without being prideful. 
 
 

Today’s first reading from the Old Testament Book of 

Sirach teaches us to live our life with humility, that is, 

without pretense, neither inflating or deflating our 

achievements. The author of Sirach calls us to be truly 

honest about ourselves as he writes, “Conduct your 

affairs with humility and you will be loved more than a 

giver of gifts.”  This challenges us to recognize what we 

can do and realize the things we cannot do. The call to 

act with humility in our affairs connects nicely with 

Jesus’ words in the Gospel passage: “For everyone who 

exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” Jesus is the perfect example 

and model of what true humility is all about. As stated in 

Philippians 2:6-8, “(Jesus) though he was in the form of 

God, he did not regard equality with God something to 

be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form 

of a slave….he humbled himself, becoming obedient to 

death, even death on a cross.”   Jesus had nothing to gain 

for himself by becoming like us. Although he was truly 

God, Jesus embraced humanity with all the limits of time 

and space, suffering, pain, hunger, rejection and even 

death. Jesus’ selfless reward secured our salvation and 

the salvation of all who accept it.   
 

 

The spirit of humility spoken about and taught by the 

author of Sirach and Jesus is the realization that we share 

with everyone the dignity of being created in the image 

and likeness of God. Christ-like humility is our ability to 

see each other as God sees us and to be able to rejoice in 

ministering to one another in the joys and struggles of 

our human experience. As Jesus’ followers, we are 

called to embrace a spirit of faith centered in the virtue 

of humility that enables each of us to see beyond 

appearances and labels so that we may welcome 

everyone as sisters and brothers and children of God.   

Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers,  

Fr. John         

 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Aug 31      4:00 p.m   Delores Ann Weichart 

Sun Sept 1    10:00 a.m.  Special Intention 

                                                  

Sat Sept 7      4:00 p.m      Murphy and Immele 

Families 

Sun Sept 8    10:00 a.m.   Dennis Warren  
 

Communion Service 
 

Wed   Sept 4         10:30 a.m.  Hilty Home 

Fri   Aug  30                      8:00 a.m.  St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $2,578.00         Loose $595.00 

Children               $16.00         Total $3,189.00 
 

70 envelopes returned = 33% 
 

   Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

  electronically!! 

 

Assignments for September 7 & September 8, 2019 
 

Money Counters: Courtney Gerten, Chad Wolford 
 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Greeters: Peg Murphy 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  Amy Tabler 

E.M.:  Jim Tabler, Brianna Atkins, Basil Meyer 

Servers:  Grace Myers and Calvin Frideger 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Greeters:  Mel and Sherri Heitmeyer 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:  Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Lectors: Joe Herrmann and Matt Ellerbrock 

E.M.:  Mark Zweibel, Tricia Herrmann, Larry 

Hoffman, Crystal Ellerbrock, Candace Meyer 

Servers:  Grace Yarnell, Ethan Hoffman, and Evan 

Grothause 
 

              
 
 

 

 

Readings for September 8, 2019 

23
rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1

st
 Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 

2
nd

 Reading:  Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 14:25-33 
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RCIA: RCIA is the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults into 

the Catholic Faith. RCIA is for 

anyone who: 

 is a non-baptized adult 

 was baptized in another 

Christian Church and is interested in knowing 

more about the Catholic Church, with or 

without the intention of becoming a member 

 is a baptized Catholic who never received 

Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation 

RCIA will be starting soon. If you have any questions, 

would like to go through our RCIA program, or 

would be willing to join the teaching team, please 

contact Father John at (419) 358 – 8631.  
 

Share & Care With Our Youth St. Mary’s Parish 

is blessed with an outstanding group of junior high 

and high school youth! From September-May we 

meet for class twice each month 

from 11:00-1:00, beginning with a 

meal and time of fellowship. If you 

are interested in donating a side 

dish or dessert for the youth, or if 

you would like to serve in the kitchen, please see 

the dates and sign-up information in the Narthex. 

We truly appreciate your support and prayers for 

our parish youth! 
 

Family Promise We will be hosting Family 

Promise this fall from Sunday, October 6 thru 

Saturday, the 12
th

. If you would like to help in any 

way, please contact Nancy Benroth at (419) 230-

0702. Look for more updates in the future! 
 

We are in need of Catechists for the following 

positions:  
- Children’s Liturgy of the Word for One 

Sunday each month 

- 6
th
 Grade Aide on Wednesday evenings  

- 8
th
 Grade Teacher for the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays 

of each month after Mass 

Our catechists do not have to be parents. This is 

open for any Catholic (grandparent, college student, 

or parishioner) with an open & loving heart willing 

to serve our youth! Reminder: Our catechist meeting 

and meal will be this Wed., Sept. 4, at 6:30 pm! 

The Cathedral Concert series kicks off on Sunday, 
September 15, 2019 at 3:00 P.M. with a free 
performance. A trio of outstanding Toledo 
musicians joins forces for a concert of solo works 
by Bieber and Bach concluding with the Brahms 
Piano Trio in B major. Merwin Siu (violin) and 
Damon Coleman (cello) are members of the Toledo 
Symphony Orchestra. Michael Boyd, a Steinway 
Artist, is professor of piano at the University of 
Toledo. All concerts are free except the Toledo 
Symphony presentation of Handel’s Messiah.  
 

It’s a ladies night out event! On 
Saturday, November 9, 2019, St. 
Anthony School will be hosting a 
BINGO FOR BAGS in the St. 
Anthony Church basement in 
Columbus Grove. All purses are designer bags: 
Coach, Kate Spade, Dooney & Bourke, Michael 
Kors, Tory Burch, and more. The doors open at 
6:00 p.m. with bingo beginning at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $30 each which includes 20 bingo games and 
light hors d’oeuvres. There will be drinks available, 
50/50, and raffle items. Must be 18 years old. 
Contact Kate Morman at 419-303-1198. 
 

P.R.E.P  
If you are interested in getting involved, please contact 

Kelly Honse at (419) 358 – 8631 or khski7@aol.com 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: During the 10a.m. 

Mass starting on September 15
th 

 

K-6: Classes begin Wednesday, September 11
th
 from 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m.   
 

Jr High: Classes begin Sunday, September 15
th 

from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., starting with a cookout 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet Sunday, 
September 15, from 11:00-1:00. Join us for a 
cookout and fellowship! 


Preschool is starting on Wednesday, September 4. Join 
us in praying for a blessed school year for the teachers 
and students!  We would again like to thank all for their 
support, we could not be here without you! 

In lieu of Labor Day, the parish office will be 

closed Monday, September 2
nd
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