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Dear Parishioners, 

 Two brothers went to visit their beloved grandmother 

and stay at her home for a couple of days. On the first night of 

their visit they knelt by their beds to pray. The younger 

brother shouted rather loudly: “Dear God I need a new bike.” 

“Shhh! Not so loud. God isn’t deaf,” replied the older brother. 

To which the younger fella replied: “I know that. However, 

Grandma is practically deaf!” Technically the younger brother 

was praying but like the Pharisee in today’s Gospel passage he 

was doing so not to praise or thank God but rather to benefit 

himself. 

  How and when do we pray? What are our motives 

for turning to God in prayer? Do we take time and pray to give 

God thanks and praise or do we only turn to God and pray 

when we are desperately in need of something or a favor?  

 Today’s Scripture readings provide us with an 

important practical teaching on how we are to pray. Ben Sira, 

the author of the book of Sirach (formerly known as the Book 

of Ecclesiasticus) reminds us that our prayers must be 

connected with what is going on in our lives. We cannot 

separate our prayer-life from our daily living. We cannot pray 

one way and act another. Ben Sira also assures us that wealth 

and power do not make a person’s prayers more effective. Our 

God hears and answers everyone’s prayers including those of 

the down-trodden and rejected members of society because 

“the Lord is a God of justice, who knows no favorites.” The 

poor who are accustomed to being overlooked, forgotten, and 

ignored can always pray with confidence that they will be 

heard by God.     

 In today’s Gospel passage Jesus admonishes those 

people who were convinced of their own righteousness, 

priding themselves on their own virtues while despising and 

humiliating others. Using a parable about two men (a Pharisee 

and a tax collector) who go to pray in the Temple, Jesus 

contrasts the ways that each offer their prayers to God. The 

prayer of the so-called holy, observant Pharisee is revealed to 

be inauthentic and fraudulent since his words were merely a 

prideful recitation of a litany of his virtues. He has no sense of 

his need for God’s mercy and forgiveness. Prayer for him is 

merely an ego trip and so it is not effective. On the other hand, 

the words of the publican are a heartfelt plea for God’s mercy 

and forgiveness. The publican acknowledges his brokenness 

and sins. He begs for God’s forgiveness, mercy and healing. 

His prayer is genuine, authentic and effective and so he is 

forgiven. Jesus declares that the tax collector went home 

justified while the Pharisee did not. To be justified means to 

be in right relationship with God. The Pharisee left the Temple 

that day the same way he came in, unchanged. The tax 

collector left justified because he realized that he needed 

God’s grace in order to change and come closer to God. 

True authentic, genuine prayer is always honest, 

heartfelt, trusting, humble, and sincere. Prayer is offered for 

the needs of the world as well as for our own personal 

intentions. Prayer is our faith in action; not merely an exercise 

of piety. Although we may not see the outcome we can be 

assured that all our prayers are heard by our loving and 

gracious God. 

 Love and prayers, 

 Fr. John  

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Oct 26        4:00 p.m     Cassie and Gregory Kiene 
 

Sun Oct 27      10:00 a.m.    Fr. Gary Ferguson, Louis  

   Barth, Charles Vogel, William  

   Frideger, Ruth Badertscher, 

   Rosemary Meyer, Robert Blake,  

   George Donaldson, Rita Wenger 

   Tim Kahle 
 

Sat Nov 2       4:00 p.m         Mary Zaleskie 
 

Sun Nov 3      10:00 a.m.    In thanksgiving 
          

  Communion Service 
 

Fri  Nov 1                       9:00 a.m.  St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $3,017.00         Loose $757.00 

Children               $22.62         Total $3,796.62 
 

 71 envelopes returned = 35% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for November 2 & 3, 2019 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford and Courtney Gerten 
 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Basil Meyer 

Cantor:   
Ushers:  Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector:  Amy Tabler 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschour, Jim Tabler, Brianna 

Atkins 

Servers:  Grace Myers and Calvin Frideger 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Greeters:  John and Sarah Schulte family 

Cantor:   

Ushers:  Roger Brodman and John Schlumbohm 

Lectors:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M.:  Basil Meyer, Logan Welch, Wes Lovett, 

Cathy Hermiller, Becca Schlumbohm 

Servers: Carson Meyer, Ty Meyer 
              
 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for November 3, 2019 

31
st
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1
st
 Reading: Wisdom 11:22 – 12:2 

2
nd

 Reading:  2 Thessalonians 1:11 - 2:2 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 19:1 - 10 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Don’t forget to turn your clock back one 

hour on Saturday night. The time changes 

back from Daylight Savings Time in the 

wee hours of Sunday morning (2:00 a.m.) 

 

Remember that you can still make your offering 

to the priests’ retirement collection and/or to the 

collection for the missions. Just put your 

envelope(s) in the regular collection basket. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, November 2 is the Feast of all Souls. 
Please take the time to pray for all the souls in 

purgatory.  

 
Parents of children attending Catholic Youth 

Summer Camp: There will be a brief 

meeting on Wednesday, October 30
th

 

after PREP classes to discuss 

fundraising. Please attend if you are 

able! If you have any questions, please 

call the office.  

  

Today is our Memorial Mass for those 

parishioners who have died during the past year: 

Louis Barth Jr., Charles Vogel Jr., Ruth 

Badertscher, Rosemary Meyer, William Frideger, 

George Donaldson, Robert Blake, and Rita Wenger. 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers.  

 

Our Preschool is currently doing a faith 

shirt fundraiser. This is a great way to 

spread our faith as well as raise funds to 

supply the kids with center activities, 

fencing for the AC units so the kids can play in the 

parking lot, and gross motor equipment (hula hoops, 

balls, etc.) The shirts will be here in time for 

Christmas! Please see the order form insert and 

consider purchasing a shirt (or two!) to help our 

preschool continue to be a great success. Order 

forms are due by November 4
th

.  

 

 

Due to ever-changing schedules, we are working 

to implement a quarterly schedule for liturgical 

ministers, starting in November. Please see the 

signup sheet in the main entrance to see how you 

and your family can volunteer time at Mass. If roles 

are not filled, assignments will be made by the 

office. As always, if you cannot fulfill the role, 

please find a sub. If you have any questions, please 

contact the Parish Office. 

 

CARE, SHARE, and PRAYER     I 

would like to invite any individual or 

family who would like to join a special 

new program entitled CARE, SHARE, 

AND PRAYER. This program will allow and 

enable us to get to know each other better. I would 

be willing to come and visit you at your home so 

that we could have a chat and pray together. You 

can share your faith and family stories with me 

while I share mine and also share the story of the 

Redemptorists with you. Together we can discover 

and discuss ways in which we can empower our St. 

Mary’s Parish in becoming a more vibrant 

community in carrying Jesus’ Gospel Message and 

Mission to all. We can also pray together and bless 

your home. If you are interested in participating in 

this program please contact the Parish Office (419) 

358-8631 so that we can set up a date and time for 

my visit. God bless you and your families. Peace, 

Fr. John     
 
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 

10a.m. Mass  
 

K-6: Class is this Wednesday, October 30
th

, from 

6:30-7:30 p.m.  
 

Jr High: Class will meet Sunday, November 3, 

from 11:00 – 1:00 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet for class Sunday, 
November 3, from 11:00 – 1:00   

Friday, November 1 is the Feast of all Saints. 
It is a holy day of obligation. We will have Mass 

on the vigil, Thursday, October 31 at 7p.m. and 

Friday, November 1 at 9 a.m. This will take 

place of the communion service that day. 


