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Dear Parishioners: 

 I am not able to define what Christmas spirit is all 

about but I do know what it is. Christmas spirit is cheerful 

kindness, unselfish generosity and exuberant joy.  

 Two persons who exemplify Christmas spirit are 

our Blessed Mother Mary and beloved St. Joseph. They did 

so in an eminent manner in the Gospel stories regarding the 

birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. All of us are familiar with 

the Annunciation account which is found in St. Luke’s 

Gospel that tells the story of a wonder-filled and trusting 

young maiden named Mary who accepted God’s invitation 

to become the mother of His Son Jesus. But on this Fourth 

Sunday of Advent of this year we hear an Annunciation 

account that gives us a different perspective and point of 

view. Today’s Gospel passage from St. Matthew tells the 

story of St. Joseph’s experience as he discovers that his 

beloved fiancée Mary is pregnant.  

 In ancient Jewish times an engagement was a 

formal process in which a couple was considered to be 

husband and wife although they did not live together. In 

order to break an engagement a divorce was necessary. 

Mary and Joseph were engaged when Joseph found out that 

Mary was pregnant and he knew he was not the father of 

the unborn child. Joseph was a righteous man, meaning that 

he was faithful to the observance of the Jewish law. 

According to Jewish law he could have done the acceptable 

and legal thing and had Mary put to death for committing 

adultery. However Joseph did not want to bring shame and 

pain upon Mary and her family so he decided to quietly 

divorce her, legally ending the engagement. Such was his 

intention when angel of God spoke to him in a dream and 

told him why and how Mary conceived this unborn child. It 

was through the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit that 

this child was conceived. This unborn child would receive 

the name Jesus which meant “God saves us from our sins.” 

All of this would then fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy: “Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel, meaning ‘God is with us.’” Being a 

man of deep faith and trusting in God’s word, Joseph 

submits to God’s plan and marries Mary and he becomes 

the legal guardian of Jesus.  

          “God is with us” is the truth that we know 

and experience in our daily lives. In these final days of 

Advent may we offer to God our praise and thanksgiving 

for this special time of anticipation and preparation for 

Christmas. May we be like Mary and Joseph always 

trusting in God’s plan for us. And may we exemplify their 

Christmas spirit by continually doing God’s will all the 

days of our lives. Merry Christmas and blessings to you 

and your families. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John  

 

 

 

Weekend Masses 
Sat Dec 21     4:00 p.m        Leonard & Sally Rieman,  

    Ann Wiechart 
 

Sun Dec 22     10:00 a.m.     Dennis Warren 

 
          

Sat Dec 28     4:00 p.m        In thanksgiving, George  

            Donaldson  

Sun Dec 29     10:00 a.m.     Dick & Tootie Schlumbohm 
          

  Communion Service 
 

Fri  Dec 27                      8:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $3,174.00         Loose $487.00 

Children               $28.65         Total $3,661.00 

 

 76 envelopes returned = 36% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for December 28 & 29, 2019 
 

Money Counters: Janet Begg and Barb Galvan 
 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Basil Meyer 

Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers: John Parinello and Chuck Niese 

Lector: Jenny Roby 

E.M.: Edna Conkling, Basil Meyer, Jeanne 

Parinello 

Servers:  Jacob Granger and Addison Businger 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Greeters: Lisa and Logan Welch 

Cantor:  Choir 

Ushers:  Cindy Bandish and Roger Brodman 

Lectors:  Joe Herrmann and Chris Denecker 

E.M.: John Schulte, Kim Garmatter, Mike Klima, 

Jerry Wehri, Kelly Yarnell 

Servers: Grace Yarnell, Ayla Grandey 
 

              
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Readings for December 29, 2019 

Feast of the Holy Family 
1

st
 Reading:  Sirach 3:2 – 6, 12 – 14  

2
nd

 Reading:  Colossians 3:12 – 21  

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 2:13–15, 19-23 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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Important Note: We will be decorating 

the church for Christmas tomorrow, 

December 23, beginning at 8:00 a.m.  

All are welcome!  Many hands will make 

light work.  When there are a lot of us, we can 

finish in an hour or so. 
 
 

Christmas Liturgical Ministers, December 24 & 25 
 

Money Counters – Deb Buck and Tonya Meyer 
 

4:00 p.m. Mass – December 24 

Greeters:  Mel and Sherry Heitmeyer 

Ushers:  Mike and Rhonda Maag 

Servers:  Conner Gerten, KJ Hohenbrink, Izzy 

Stechschulte, Nick Lovett 

Lectors:  Laura Jones and Anna Crisp 

E. M:  Wes Lovett, Betty Gerten, Larry Hoffman, 

___________, _____________ 

Bring in the Baby Jesus: Sunderhaus Family 
 

10:00 p.m. Mass – December 24 

Greeters:  Deb Buck and ____________ 

Ushers:  Colin and Trent Phillips 

Servers:  Elizabeth Honse, Jacob Granger, 

___________ 

Lectors:  Lisa Welch and Jenny Roby 

E. M.:  Rachel Welch, Amy Marcum, Basil Meyer, 

Edna Conkling 

              

10:00 a.m. Mass – December 25 

Greeters:  ____________ and ____________ 

Ushers:  _____________ and _____________ 

Servers:  _____________, _____________, 

__________, ___________ 

Lectors:  ___________ and _____________ 

E.M.:  Jennifer Tschour, _____________, and 

____________              

 

Please sign up to help! Sign-up sheets are on the shelf 

in the main entrance 
 

 

We will be hosting a listening session 

after Mass this weekend
 
in regards to our 

Lawn Ave rental property. We invite all to 

attend to hear what our options are.  
 

Thank you to those who have signed up to be a 

liturgical minister for the first quarter (Jan-Mar). If 

you have not yet done so, please see the sheet in the 

main entrance. If you cannot volunteer this 

quarter, please contact the office or email 

rawelch47@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Day of Obligation January 1, the Feast of 

Mary, Mother of God is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

We will have Mass on December 31
st
 at 4 p.m. and 

on January 1
st
 at 10 a.m. If you are able to be a 

liturgical minister for those Masses, please plan on 

helping!  

 

Thank You to everyone who supported the St. Nick 

Breakfast sponsored by our high school youth on 

December 8. We had a wonderful time and a great 

crowd! Thanks to your generous donations, we 

delivered lots of supplies and $475 to Heartbeat. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the 

youth group! 
 

The Community Supper is January 2nd. Please see the 
sign-up sheet in the main entrance to see how you can help! 
We ask that the donations be at the church before the 2nd so 
we can better prepare! Thank you!  
 

Please keep bringing in your Community Market 

receipts.  We received a check this week for 

$426.82 which will go to the Summer Camp fund. 
 

           

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume 

January 5
th

   
 

K-6: The next class is January 8
th

. Have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
 

Jr High: Class is January 5
th

 from 11 - 1 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet for class January 5! 
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