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Dear Parishioners: 

 Today we celebrate the 

feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph. We recall the 

birth of Jesus into a traditional 

family setting of a mother and 

“earthly” father whose love and 

care deeply influenced and shaped 

Him physically, emotionally and 

spiritually. Jesus’ divine mission 

will be discerned in and through daily life of a family. 

For many of us it is not easy relating to this feast since 

we cannot personally identify with the Holy Family’s 

life and their family experiences: (1) The Holy Spirit is 

responsible for the conception of the child Jesus, (2) the 

child Jesus is divine, and (3) the child’s parents get their 

instructions via angels and heavenly visions. Our 

everyday families do not operate this way! We also tend 

to think that our daily life experiences and situations are 

not the same as those of the Holy Family.  However, if 

we take a closer look, we will become well aware that 

our family life and our family experiences and situations 

do closely parallel the life and the situations and 

experiences of the Holy Family. 

 Today’s feast also provides us an opportunity to 

reflect upon the necessity of marriage and family life as 

it positively influences our communities. It is within the 

family structure that we all discover what it means to be 

human. The family is where we will experience love and 

forgiveness for the first time. Living in a good healthy 

family structure we will learn how to form lasting 

relationships. We will experience the values of sacrifice, 

unity, acceptance, generosity, respect, loyalty and 

kindness. We will also learn how to become a 

responsible person in society.  

Each of our scripture readings for today’s feast 

speaks to us of the importance of family life. The author 

of the Book of Sirach provides a beautiful reflection on 

the divine origin of family. The author explains to us 

what we must do to keep peace and unity in our 

individual families. If we want family peace and unity 

then we must keep God within the center of our family. 

The author also reminds children that they must always 

honor and respect their parents. St. Paul in his Letter to 

the Colossians explains what we must do in order to 

keep peace and unity in our Christian community. Paul 

urges all to treat each other as beloved; sharing the love, 

kindness, compassion forgiveness and the peace that 

Jesus offers. In our Gospel passage from St. Matthew we 

hear how Mary and Joseph deeply shaped Jesus’ human 

nature by protecting Him from King Herod and King 

Archelaus and finally bringing Jesus to settle in 

Nazareth… (continued) 

  
 

Weekend Masses 
Sat Dec 28     4:00 p.m        In thanksgiving, George  

            Donaldson  

Sun Dec 29     10:00 a.m.     Dick & Tootie Schlumbohm 

 
          

Sat Jan 4         4:00 p.m        Theda Hankish, George 

       Donaldson 

Sun Dec 29     10:00 a.m.     Sue Schlumbohm 
          

  Communion Service 
 

Fri  Jan 3                       8:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $3,076.00         Loose $1284.00 

Children               $19.00         Total $3,661.00 

 

 77 envelopes returned = 37% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for January 4 & 5, 2019 
 

Money Counters: Angie Wenger and Nick Recker 
 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Basil Meyer 

Cantor:  Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers: __________ 

Lector: ___________ 

E.M.: Jennifer Tschour 

Servers:  Adelyn Althaus 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Greeters: ___________ 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  _________ 

Lectors:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M.: Logan Welch, Lisa Welch, Cathy Hermiller, 

Linda Kinn, Rachel Welch  

Servers: Carson Meyer, Ty Meyer 
 

              
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Readings for January 5, 2019 

Epiphany of the Lord 
1

st
 Reading:  Isaiah 60:1 – 6    

2
nd

 Reading:  Ephesians 3:2 – 3, 5 – 6    

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 2:1 – 12 
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…Our passage tells us how the Holy Family (like our 

own families) was not spared from heartache, fear, 

doubts, misunderstandings, trials, pain and sufferings. 

As we celebrate today’s feast of the Holy Family 

we have an opportunity to reflect upon our own family 

life. How are we making the truth and love of Jesus 

present within our families? What must we do to make 

our Catholic faith more present in our families? What 

can we do to show one another that we care? As we 

begin 2020, as parents, spouses and children let us try to 

more fully incorporate the virtues of faith, hope and 

charity in our daily family living. If we do so then our 

families will become holy and blessed like the Holy 

Family.  

P.S. May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

watch over, protect and send many blessings upon our 

families and our parish in 2020!       
 

 

Thank you to those who have signed up to be a 

liturgical minister for the first quarter (Jan-Mar). If 

you have not yet done so, please see the sheet in the 

main entrance. If you cannot volunteer this 

quarter, please contact the office or email 

rawelch47@yahoo.com 

 

Thank you to Lisa Welch, Tom 

Schulte, Shar Dunlap, Mel and Sherry 

Heitmeyer, the Lovett Family, the 

Sunderhaus Family, Jeff Goldenetz, 

Eric Santomieri, Larry Hoffman, Beth 

Yarger, Caitlyn Couch, Rhonda 

Hohenbrink, Jonathan Hoorman for decorating the 

church for Christmas. It is beautiful!  

 

Holy Communion for the Sick at 

St. Rita’s   Visiting the sick is one 

of the corporal works of mercy, 

and bringing Holy Communion to 

people in the hospital is a great 

way to practice this. St. Rita’s 

Medical Center is looking for volunteer 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist to share 

the sacrament with patients. The Medical Center 

would provide orientation and training. If you are 

interested in serving the sick, please contact Matt 

Etzkorn, Spiritual Care Director at (419) 226 – 

9531. Thank you, Fr. Charles Obinwa and Matt 

Etzkorn  

 

 

 

Holy Day of Obligation January 1, 

the Feast of Mary, Mother of God is 

a Holy Day of Obligation. We will 

have Mass on December 31
st
 at 4 

p.m. and on January 1
st
 at 10 a.m. If 

you are able to be a liturgical 

minister for those Masses, please plan on helping!  
 

Community meal  It is St. Mary’s turn again to 

host the Community Supper on Thursday, January 

2.  We need donations of food and, we need helpers.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the shelf in the main 

entrance. We ask that donations be at the church 

ahead of time so that we can better prepare. Please 

help if you can.  

 

CARE, SHARE, and PRAYER     

 I would like to invite any individual or family join 

this program that will allow us to get to know each 

other better. I would be willing to come and visit 

you at your home so that we could have a chat and 

pray together. You can share your faith and family 

stories with me while I share mine and also share 

the story of the Redemptorists with you. Together 

we can discover and discuss ways in which we can 

empower our St. Mary’s Parish in becoming a more 

vibrant community in carrying Jesus’ Gospel 

Message and Mission to all. We can also pray 

together and bless your home. If you are interested 

in participating in this program please contact the 

Parish Office (419) 358-8631 so that we can set up 

a date and time for my visit. God bless you and your 

families.    Peace, Fr. John       
     

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume 

January 5
th

   
 

K-6: The next class is January 8
th

. Have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
 

Jr High: Class is January 5
th

 from 11 - 1 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet for class January 5! 
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