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Dear Parishioners: 

 Do you like to go deep sea “fishing” or even dream 

of ever doing so?  What would you want to catch? I suppose 

those who enjoy deep sea “fishing” dream of catching an 

enormously large-mouth striped bass or perhaps an award 

winning size tuna or maybe even a great white shark. That 

would be awesome!  Did you ever think that you could 

become a “fisher” of people? Say, what? Did you ever 

consider that you could cast your net to gather and help 

people?  How so? Let me share a few examples with you. (1) 

Your teenager is experiencing a moment of angst that is part 

of growing up: failure with a school assignment or a broken 

relationship/friendship. By offering your sympathetic, caring 

listening ear you catch them in your net of affirmation and 

support and you get them through this storm in their life. (2) A 

person is new at a job, in a school, in a neighborhood or at 

your parish. You take time to introduce yourself to them and 

putting them at ease. You offer to show them around and 

introduce them to others. You may not realize it but you have 

gathered them in your net of kindness and welcoming. You 

help them begin a new start in their life. (3) Someone you 

know is on the verge of doing something destructive that 

could hurt others or themselves. They are angry, hurt, 

disappointed and ready to lash out.  You calmly and gently 

gather them into your net of wisdom and experience and talk 

them down and advise them on how best to deal with their 

violable dilemma.                 

Today’s Scriptural readings are intended to stir us 

into action. The prophet Isaiah reassures us that God’s light is 

always being offered to us as it was given to the Jewish people 

who suffered exile, oppression, fear and shame. We must 

“mirror” God’s light and share it with others. St. Paul 

reminds us that we are not to participate in factions and 

divisions within our Church. St. Matthew (in our Gospel 

passage) reminds us that the spread of Jesus’ kingdom 

depends upon us as much as it depended upon the early 

disciples in His time. But how do we do this?     

Jesus called His first disciples to follow Him, cast out 

their nets and become “fishers of people.”  Through our 

baptism Jesus calls each one of us to do the same exact thing 

that His disciples did. We all possess “nets” that can catch the 

falling, rescue the endangered, welcome the stranger and 

gather in the lost, the lowly, the disenfranchised and the 

forgotten.  Jesus calls each one of us to become “fishers of 

people” by using whatever “nets” we possess to continue 

doing His ministry and mission in our communities.  Jesus 

invites each of us to use our gifts, talents and expertise to 

“fish” for those who are working to build fulfilling and 

meaningful lives for their families; to dedicate out time and 

treasure to “fish” for those who are struggling to survive; and 

to “fish” for the lost, the forgotten, the hopeless, sharing the 

Good News of His Gospel with them. Our baptism was our 

acceptance of Jesus’ invitation to take on the work of 

discipleship in our homes, classrooms, workplaces and the 

neighborhoods where we live. So let us go out and continue to 

go “fishing”-doing Jesus’ ministry and mission. Have a 

blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John    

 

Weekend Masses 
Sat Jan 25         4:00 p.m      Deceased members of the 

Mark and Louise Schmersal Family 
           

Sun Jan 26    10:00 a.m.       For our parishioners  

 
          

Sat Feb 1         4:00 p.m       In Thanksgiving  
           

Sun Feb 2      10:00 a.m.      Special Intention  
          

  Communion Service 
 

Fri  Jan 24                       8:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $4,132.00         Loose $531.85 

Children               $16.80         Total $4,680.65 

76 envelopes returned = 36% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

 

Assignments for February 1 & 2, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford and Barb Galvan 
 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Basil Meyer 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers:Dave and Mary Hoffer 

Lector: Jenny Roby 

E.M.: Jennifer Tschuor, Brianna Atkins,   

Servers:  Adelyn Althaus,  
 

10:00 a.m. 

Greeters:  John and Sarah Schulte and family 

Cantor:  Choir 

Ushers:  John Schlumbohm and Debbie Bullman 

Lectors:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M.: Logan Welch, Lisa Welch, Cathy Hermiller, 

Linda Kinn, Rachel Welch  

Servers: Carson Meyer, Ty Meyer, Will Schulte 
 

              
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Readings for February 2, 2020 

The Presentation of the Lord 
1

st
 Reading:  Malachi 3:1 – 4         

2
nd

 Reading:  Hebrews 2:14 – 18      

Gospel Reading:  Luke 2:22 – 40  
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Preschool Registration is now OPEN to 

children ages 3-5 that are fully potty trained 

by August 1. There is a $35 non-refundable 

fee required. If you have any questions, please 

contact Katie Hohenbrink or Amanda Stechschulte.  

 

Eucharistic Ministers  Please remember that when 

you are scheduled, you should also do dishes after 

Mass in the sacristy. If you have any questions 

about how to fulfill your role, please contact the 

office for clarifications. We are so thankful for all 

of our volunteers and the dedication each of you 

show to this parish.  

 

Serendipity by Sarah will be having a 

trunk show with handmade First 

Communion Dresses, Veils, 

Communion and Confirmation Ties, 

Baptismal Outfits, Rosaries, Wedding 

Veils, and Sacramental Gifts. This 

company also does restoration work (cleaning and 

repair) of baptismal outfits, communion and 

wedding dresses and rosaries, as well as creating 

custom wedding dresses, veils, and flower girl 

dresses. Feel free to stop by and take a look. All 

items displayed are “one of a kind” items for sale, 

they are not order samples. Stop by and check them 

out on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 from 4 – 8 

p.m. After $150.00 in sales, 10% of the sales will be 

donated back to the church! Cash and checks are 

accepted. If you cannot make the sale, you can 

contact them at (419) 365 – 7111, (419) 722 – 3035, 

or serendipitybysarah@hotmail.com  

 
The second issue of Graceful Living, the 
Diocese of Toledo’s magazine, will be here soon! 
You may receive it in your mailbox at home or you 
can get a copy from the shelf in the main entrance 
in February! Can’t wait? You can see the magazine 
online now! Visit toledodiocese.org. 
 

Give Yourself the Gift of 
Time with Jesus and Your 
Sisters in Christ! 
Give yourself the gift of the 
Columbus Catholic 
Women’s Conference on Sat., Feb. 15, 2020, 
from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo 

Center. Come to pray, learn and rest with your 
sisters in Christ from around the state. Listen to 
multiple talks by great speakers and share in 
conversation and community with other 
women. For more information or to register for 
tickets, visit 
www.columbuscatholicwomen.com. Don’t miss 
this day of amazing grace! 
 

Travel with Fr. Charles Obinwa, pastor of St. 

Joseph’s Fort Jennings & Chaplain at St. Rita’s, from 

June 3 – 13th, 2020. Your trip will include a visit to 

Portugal (tour the city of Lisbon, Our Lady of 

Fatima), France (Our Lady of Lourdes), 

Switzerland (tour the city of Geneva; St. John 

Vianney place at Ars-Sur-Formans) and Poland 

(Auschwitz: Concentration Camps/Holocaust 

Memorial; Lagiewniki: Shrine of Divine Mercy, St. 

Faustina’s convent; Wadowice: Birthplace of Pope 

John Paul II; visit to Our Lady of Czestochowa, 

Poland’s greatest pilgrimage shrine). The cost for 

the trip is $4,699.00 and registration ends the after 

the first week in February. For more information 

and details on registration, contact Jennifer 

Wadsworth at (612) 730 – 2890 or 

jennifer@procatholictours.com. You can also visit 

the website at www.procatholictours.com  

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 

a.m. Mass 
 

K-6: Class will not meet this Wednesday, January 

29
th

. We will be having a Catechist In-service from 

6:30 – 7:30 that evening instead.  
 

Jr High: Class will meet on February 2
nd

 from 11 - 

1 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet for class on 
February 2nd from 11 - 1!  
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