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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                             February 23, 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners: 

 There is a story about an elderly 

Hindu man who would meditate every 

morning under a tree by the Ganges River in 

northern India. One morning after he completed his 

meditation he noticed a large scorpion entangled in the 

roots of a tree. The more the scorpion struggled to free 

itself, the more entangled it became in the twining roots. 

The elderly man reached out trying to save the scorpion 

by freeing it from its predicament. As soon as he tried to 

help it, the scorpion stung him. But the man continued 

trying to free the scorpion. A young man passed by and 

saw what was happening. He shouted out: “Old man, 

what’s wrong with you. Why bother helping that useless 

creature?” The elderly man turned towards the young 

man and replied: “Friend, because it is the nature of the 

scorpion to sting, why should I give up my own nature to 

save?” 

 This story raises a problem that we all do face: 

do I take my cue for action from the treatment I receive 

from others or do I continue in the way of graciousness 

even when I get stung? Today’s Scripture readings 

challenge us with similar questions: How do I conduct 

myself when faced with violence, hatred and hurt? How 

do I achieve holiness in spite of my natural desire and 

tendency to try and get even with someone who has done 

me wrong? How can I learn to let go of grudges and not 

seek revenge or retaliation. How can I learn to truly 

forgive someone? How can I learn to love my enemies 

and those who hurt me? 

 In our first reading from the Book of Leviticus 

God challenges us to become holy. How? We become 

holy by embracing God’s standard of showing His love 

for us. Many times we have experienced God’s 

forbearance and forgiveness. Therefore we should 

extend show our compassion and forgiveness towards 

others. Displaying our respect for another should come 

as readily as displaying our respect for God. And so we 

should love others as we love ourselves. 

 In today’s Gospel passage Jesus continues His 

Sermon on the Mount by speaking boldly against hatred, 

vengeance, and retaliation of any kind. He then follows 

that teaching by stressing his favorite theme of loving 

one’s neighbor. Jesus’ opposition to retaliation and his 

emphasis on loving one’s neighbor gets to the very heart 

of His Sermon on the Mount by showing what it means 

to surpass the scribes and Pharisees in righteousness. 

This means not taking revenge when we have been 

harmed. This means not bearing a grudge when 

someone burdens us. This also means loving our 

neighbors and our enemies as God loves us. 

(continued…) 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Feb 22         4:00 p.m      For our parishioners    
           

Sun Feb 23      10:00 a.m.     In thanksgiving 
          

Sat Feb 29         4:00 p.m      Kathy Sehlhorst    
           

Sun Mar 1      10:00 a.m.     Dolores Hermiller & James 

      Trenkamp, Lena Baderstcher 
 

   Ash Wednesday       

Wed Feb 26 Noon – Ash Service 

  6:30 p.m. – Stations of the Cross 

  7:00 p.m. – Mass  
 

  Communion Service 
 

Fri  Feb 28                       8:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $2,800.00         Loose $683.00 

Children               $32.51         Total $3,515.51 

75 envelopes returned = 36% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for February 29 & March 1, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Chad Wolford & Nick Recker 
 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Jan Emmert and Diana Sabater 

Cantor: Katie Hohenbrink 

Ushers: Bob Minto and John Parinello 

Lector: Jenny Roby 

E.M.: Kevin Vance, Basil Meyer 

Servers: Elizabeth Honse 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Greeters:  John and Sarah Schulte 

Cantor:  Karen Phillips 

Ushers:  John Schlumbohm and Debbie Bullman 

Lectors:  Caitlyn Couch 

E.M.: Logan Welch, Lisa Welch, Cathy Hermiller, 

Linda Kinn, Rachel Welch  

Servers: Carson and Ty Meyer, Will Schulte 
 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for March 1, 2020 

First Sunday of Lent 
1

st
 Reading:  Genesis 2:7 – 9, 3:1 – 7          

2
nd

 Reading:  Romans 5:12 – 19      

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 4:1 – 11  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…In the immortal words of the late great Catholic author 

G.K Chesterton: “The Bible tells us love our neighbors 

and also to love our enemies; probably because 

generally they are the same people.” 

 Jesus tells us that we must: “Be perfect, just as 

your heavenly Father is perfect.” Our willingness to 

forgive, not retaliate or hold grudges is a sign of the 

Holy Spirit at work within each of us. Our willingness to 

forgive others as God forgives us is a sign that we are 

becoming somewhat like God. Forgiveness may or may 

not bring healing to others but it always heals us as it 

sets us free. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John   
         

Rev. Denis Sweeney, C.Ss.R. was born in 
Brooklyn, New York on September 5, 
1953.He professed his Perpetual Vows as a 
Redemptorist on July 20, 1978. Fr. Denis 
was ordained a priest on May 23, 1981 

and celebrated his First Mass at his home parish of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Brooklyn on May 24, 1981.  
Fr. Denis has ministered as a parish Priest for 26 years 
serving in parishes in Baltimore, Maryland, St. Lucia, 
West Indies, North East, Pa, Annapolis, Maryland, Lima, 
Ohio and Bethpage, New York. For the past 12 years Fr. 
Denis has been the Formation Director for Redemptorist 
Seminarians in Washington, D.C. and Boston, 
Massachusetts. Presently Fr. Denis is the Vocation Director 
for the Redemptorists of the Baltimore Province. He is a 
long distance runner and has been known to sing an Irish 
tune or two when asked. He is also an avid Notre Dame 
and New York Sports fan. Fr. Denis will be preaching at 
our masses on the weekend of February 29-March 1. 
Welcome Fr. Denis to our St. Mary’s Bluffton Community.      

 
Sister Carol will be at St. Mary’s on Sunday, March 8, 
after coffee and donuts to speak about her work with 
asylum-seekers on both sides of the border.  This comes 
at the rein response to a number of persons who asked to 
hear about it. 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 26

th
. Don’t 

forget it is a day of fast and abstinence, and 

every Friday in Lent is a day of abstinence.   

 
Sign-up sheets for the “Partners in 
Prayer” prayer chain are on the shelf in 
the main hall this weekend. If you would 
like to join the group to pray for the needs 
of others, please provide your name, phone 
number, and email address.  

Anyone who would like to request prayer, please 
contact Shar Dunlap at (419) 236 – 7237 (call or 
text), (419) 643 – 5305, or 
dsdunlap@embarqmail.com, Pat Lugibihl at (419) 
358 – 0665, or Lois Kahle at ljkahle@hotmail.com. 
We will have commissioning of members on Ash 
Wednesday.  
 
Are you a Young Adult between the ages of 19-35 
(single or married) and you would like to deepen your 

relationship with Jesus and strengthen your Catholic 

faith? Would you like to meet and pray with other 

Young Adults in our St. Mary’s Community? Would 

you like to come to ask questions and discuss topics that 

are relevant in your personal faith journey and in our 

Catholic Church today? If so, then I invite you join our 

Young Adult Ministry Group that we will be starting up 

in our Parish in the near future. If you would like more 

information, please contact Fr. John or Rachel. If you are 

interested in joining our Young Adult Ministry Group 

please leave your name and phone number with Rachel 

in the Parish Office. Thank you and God bless.  

Peace, Fr. John    

 

Countless lives are touched by every contribution to 

the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal. Children, 

seminarians, the sick and aged—they all depend on our 

generosity. Faith, hope, and love come alive through the 

ACA, which in turn fosters the Holy Disciples, Holy 

Families, and Holy Vocations. Our parish goal is 

$11,500 which helps continue these programs and 

services. For more information, visit 

toldedodiocese.org/ACA  
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 

a.m. Mass 
 

K-6: Class is Wednesday, February 26
th

 at 6:30. 

Children will join the parish for Ash Wednesday 

Mass and ash distribution at 7p.m. Parents are 

encouraged to attend! 
 

Jr High: Class will meet March 1 from 11 - 1 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet March 1 from 11 - 1 

mailto:dsdunlap@embarqmail.com
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