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Dear Parishioners: 

 Water is essential for all forms of life. 

Nothing can exist and grow without water; 

neither plants, animals or humans. Severe thirst 

and dehydration can be lethal for humans as we need 

clean drinking water to survive and sustain ourselves.  

 Today’s Scripture readings remind us how God 

shows His love for humans by quenching and satisfying 

our thirst; both physically and spiritually. These readings 

challenge us to always trust in God in spite of our lost 

and dry times.  

 Our first reading from Exodus tells the story of 

how God provided water in the desert for the parched 

and thirsty Israelites. As the tribes of Israel journeyed 

from Egypt to Sinai, God challenged them to grow in 

faith. In today’s passage they are encamped at Rephidim 

where they discover there is no drinking water. Ideally 

they should see this situation as an opportunity to 

display their faith by turning to God for assistance. But 

they don’t. Instead they get angry with God and Moses. 

They complain, wishing that they could return to Egypt. 

God hears their complaints and provides them with 

water from a rock. By doing so, God removes their fear 

of death and replaces it with the assurance of life.     

           In our second reading from the Letter to the 

Romans, Paul reminds us that we have become children 

of the light since we no longer live in darkness but rather 

we live in God’s light. Since we are children of the light 

we can be reassured that God will quench our spiritual 

thirst by providing us with His love and peace.    

In our Gospel passage, John tells the story of 

how Jesus satisfied a Samaritan woman’s spiritual thirst 

by providing her with “life-giving water” -His very self. 

The story of the encounter between Jesus and the 

Samaritan woman at the well is very creative as it is 

filled with high drama and extensive dialogue. On one 

level the story is about the process the Samaritan woman 

goes through to recognize who Jesus truly is. Her 

recognition of Jesus moves from referring to Him as 

simply “sir” to “prophet” and finally as “Messiah.” On 

another level the story is about Jesus’ identity as being 

“living water.” This term “living water” means much 

more than just ordinary natural fresh running water. This 

term as applied to Jesus means that Jesus is our “life-

giving water.” 

Water can be used as a parable for all who want 

to be like Jesus and be His true followers. If we want to 

be like Jesus and remain His followers then we must 

totally and completely surrender ourselves to doing 

God’s will. We also must be of service to others. This 

Lenten season provides us the time and opportunity to 

dedicate ourselves to doing God’s will and being of 

service to others.     (continued on next page…) 

            
Weekend Masses 

 

Sat Mar 14         4:00 p.m      Jose & Alvina Gutierrez, 

            Jim Alt, Ann Wiechart,George Donaldson 
           

Sun Mar 15   10:00 a.m.     Kathy Sehlhorst  
          

Sat Mar 21         4:00 p.m      Ellen, Lillian, and Richard 

     Von Lemden 
           

Sun Mar 22   10:00 a.m.      Rosemary Meyer 

 

Daily Mass 
 

Mon  Mar 16                       9:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 

Wed  Mar 18     7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s 

Fri  Mar  20     9:00 a.m. St. Mary’s 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Adults             $3,730.00         Loose $648.00 

Children               $17.25         Total $4,395.25 

71 envelopes returned = 34% 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

 

Assignments for March 21 & 22, 2020 
 

Money Counters: Courtney Gerten & Tonya Meyer 

4:00 p.m. – please sign the sheet in the main entrance 

Greeters: Jan Emmert and Diana Sabater 

Cantor: Steve McCullough 

Ushers: Chuck Niese and Dave Siefker 

Lector: Jim Kinn    

E.M.: Amy Marcum, Basil Meyer, Diana Bucher 

Servers:  
10:00 a.m. 

Greeters:  Deb Buck 
Cantor:  Steve McCullough 

Ushers:  Jeanne and Jerry Wehri 

Lectors:  Lisa Welch 

E.M.: Michelle Risner, John Schulte, Logan Welch, 

Jim Tabler, Rachel Welch   

Servers: Addison Businger, Makayla 

Schweingruber, Izzy Stechschulte  
 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for March 22, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
1

st
 Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1, 6 – 7, 10 – 13           

2
nd

 Reading:  Ephesians 5:8 – 14       

Gospel Reading:  John 9:1 – 41  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7sm9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasYeBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3
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…As we continue our Lenten journey may we continue 

to quench our thirst by drinking the “life-giving water” 

of Jesus. And as Jesus satisfies our thirst for meaning, 

purpose and hope may we then become water for others 

helping them quench their thirsts. May we become “life-

giving water” for a world that is parched by strife and 

division and drained of compassion, justice, love, 

generosity, mercy, transparency, peace and so much 

more. Have a blessed week. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John     

 
If you were inspired by Sister 

Carol’s presentation and want to 

support the work at the border, you can 

make checks out to Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande 

Valley and send them to 955 W. Price Rd. Brownsville, 

Texas  78520, with “Respite Center” in the memo line. 

For more information, to donate online, or to see what 

other items are needed, please visit the website at 

www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org and click on the 

“Donations” tab at the top of the page! 
                                       

ANOINTING of the SICK and ELDERLY 
Our healing service planned for March 21st and 

22nd will now be postponed and scheduled at a 

future date. God bless us all!  

 
Are you a Young Adult between the ages of 19-35 
(single or married) and you would like to deepen your 

relationship with Jesus and strengthen your Catholic 

faith? Would you like to meet and pray with other 

Young Adults in our St. Mary’s Community? Would 

you like to come ask questions about our Catholic 

Church today? If so, then I invite you to join our Young 

Adult Ministry Group. If you would like to join, please 

contact Fr. John or Rachel in the Parish Office.  

 
Remember to turn in your Community Market receipts for 

the 1% rebate. The money we receive will go towards 

Summer Camp. 

 

Public Health Concerns   In the spirit 

of the Governor’s recent executive order 

regarding the response to the 

Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, and in union with the 

bishops of Ohio, Bishop Daniel Thomas has dispensed 

the faithful of the Diocese of Toledo from the obligation 

to attend Sunday Mass for the next three weekends if 

you are sick, or have symptoms of the virus. Please stay 

at home if you are not feeling well and instead devote 

time in prayer.  We will also be omitting the invitation to 

the sign of peace and temporarily discontinuing the 

reception of the Precious Blood from the chalice until 

further notice.  Public health officials remind us that it is 

prudent to remain calm and practice good hygiene, 

including diligent hand washing. 

 Join us in prayer for all who are suffering from illness 

or disease of any kind, and for an easing of the tension 

caused by this situation. May Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Health of the Sick and Mother of Mercy, intercede for 

us, and may the Holy Spirit continue to guide and 

protect us all.  
 

Mass Intentions    Weekday Mass will be celebrated on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If you would want 

a Mass celebrated for your personal intention, please 

contact Rachel in the office. Thanks, Fr. John   

 

     

 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is during the 10 

a.m. Mass 
 

K-6: Class is Wednesday, March 18
th

 from 6:30 – 

7:30 p.m.  
 

Jr High: Class will meet today from 11 – 1 
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth will meet today from 11 – 1 
 

http://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/
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Countless lives are touched by every contribution to the 

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal. Children, seminarians, the 

sick and aged—they all depend on our generosity. Our 

parish goal is $11,500, and we are currently 33% of the 

way there, which helps continue these programs and 

services! For more information or to donate online, visit 

toldedodiocese.org/ACA  

 

https://toledodiocese.org/page/finance#_annual_catholic_appeal_aca

