
St. Mary’s Catholic Church                                              
Easter Sunday                                                                                                                                     April 12, 2020 
Dear Parishioners, 

 The Easter Story of Jesus’ 

Resurrection begins in the early 

morning as Mary Magdalene stands 

before an empty tomb. Mary senses both the predawn 

darkness surrounding her and the painful darkness 

within her as she mourns the death of her beloved 

Jesus. Mary is experiencing a void of hopelessness, a 

crushing sense of loss, and tremendous grief that 

cannot be articulated in words as she stands before an 

empty tomb. But in the midst of her pain and sorrow 

she continues to possess the faith and courage to 

continue hoping that the story of her Crucified Jesus 

is not over.  Mary’s hope and wish is eventually 

realized when she encounters the Risen Jesus.     

   Today, we too discover and encounter the 

Risen Jesus in the midst of darkness. For the past five 

weeks we all have been stumbling in and thru the 

darkness of the Coronavirus/COVID 19 pandemic 

crisis. Perhaps during the darkness of this health crisis 

some of us or maybe one of our loved ones has tested 

positive and now suffers from this illness. Maybe we 

have experienced financial difficulties as we were 

laid-off from our job and now worry about making 

ends meet. Perhaps some of us are feeling tremendous 

emotional distress, anxiety or depression because we 

are overwhelmed and have lost all sense of hope. 

Maybe we are feeling lonely and broken-hearted 

because we are isolated, quarantined and separated 

from loved ones. Or perhaps we feel disconnected and 

distant from God and our brothers and sisters because 

we cannot partake of Holy Mass and receive the Most 

Holy Eucharist. All this darkness has been depressing, 

overwhelming, frightening and very painful for every 

one of us. 

 Today the Risen Jesus calls each and every 

one of us out of the darkness that has shrouded our 

lives these past five weeks. The Risen Jesus invites us 

to follow Him into the light of possibility, healing, 

comfort, happiness, hope and re-creation.  Jesus’ 

Resurrection illuminates those dark places where we 

have been entombed. Jesus’ Resurrection focuses 

our attention and vision on what we have never seen 

before as it dares us to imagine possibilities beyond 

our limited understanding of what is possible. In 

rising from the dead, Jesus brings into our lives 

everything that He taught, lived and gave-love, 

compassion, hope, joy, healing, forgiveness and new 

life. We can and should rejoice and be glad because 

the Risen Jesus triumphs over all darkness: our sins, 

fears, disappointments, sufferings, grief, despair, 

loneliness, worries, depression, isolation, sickness, and 

death.   

 Like Mary Magdalene, we too stand before an 

empty tomb this Easter Sunday morning. We may 

wonder about the importance and significance of Jesus’ 

empty tomb. However, if we have Easter faith we will 

realize that the empty tomb is a sign of God’s love for 

us: that in Jesus all things are possible, that Jesus 

empowers us to live our lives with meaning and purpose, 

and that in listening to and following Jesus we are 

capable of becoming the person God created us to be. If 

we have Easter hope we will discover that the empty 

tomb is the bud of God’s spring of rebirth and re-

creation.               

Today as we remember and celebrate the joyous 

and glorious miracle of Jesus’ Resurrection, let’s not 

fear the darkness that surrounds us. Rather let us whole-

heartedly embrace the light and hope that Jesus offers to 

each one of us.  And like the faithful, courageous and 

zealous Mary Magdalene, let us rejoice and boldly go 

forth proclaiming to all that Jesus has truly been raised. 

Let us shout out to all that Jesus is very much alive and 

He is present in our midst. May the Risen Jesus continue 

to bless you and your loved ones all the days of your 

lives. I wish everyone a most blessed and joyful Easter. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Amen. 

Love & prayers, 

Fr. John 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sat Apr  11         8:30 p.m      Rosemary Meyer, Jim Alt,  

   Sue Schlumbohm & Kent Bullman  
           

Sun Apr 12      8:30 a.m.      Kathy Sehlhorst  

          11:00 a.m.    Carolyn Yeagle 
          

Sat Apr  18         5:00 p.m    Charley and Mim Shepler 
           

Sun Apr 19      8:30 a.m.      Tim and Imogene Kahle  

          

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you also to those who give 

electronically!! 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for April 19, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

1
st
 Reading:   Acts 2:42 – 47            

2
nd

 Reading:  1 Peter 1:3 – 9       

Gospel Reading: John 20:19 – 31 
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To participate in Mass via TV, Live Stream, or 

Radio Broadcast, please follow this link to see the 

various options around the Diocese: 

https://toledodiocese.org/Live-Stream-Masses-

Diocese-of-Toledo.pdf 

 

St. Gerard’s in Lima live streams Mass throughout 

the week at 8:30 a.m., on Saturday at 5 p.m., and on 

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. To view this live 

stream, go to their website: 

http://www.stgerardchurch.org/ and click on the 

icon on the right side of the page that says “Live 

Webcast Watch Here”  
 

Holy Week Schedule at St. Gerard’s: 

- Palm Sunday: Saturday at 5 p.m., Sunday at 

8:30 and 11 a.m. 

- Holy Thursday: 7 p.m. 

- Good Friday: 3 p.m. 

- Easter Vigil: 8 p.m. – Fr. John preaching 

- Easter Sunday: 8:30 – Fr. John and 11 a.m. 

Follow this link for resources on how to celebrate 

Holy Week at home: https://ec-prod-

sites.s3.amazonaws.com/2319/documents/2020/4/H

oly%20Week%20at%20Home.pdf 
 

Follow this link to access the Liturgies of Holy 

Week: https://ec-prod-

sites.s3.amazonaws.com/2319/documents/2020/4/Li

tugies%20of%20Holy%20Week%20-%202020.pdf 

 

Since we have to refrain temporarily from 

attending Holy Mass and the reception of the Most 

Holy Eucharist, I would like to share a simple 

prayer with you that you can pray on a daily basis. 

The prayer is from St. Alphonsus Liguori’s (founder 

of the Redemptorists) book entitled Visits To The 

Most Blessed Sacrament And The Blessed Virgin 

Mary:  

Spiritual Communion 

 My Jesus, I believe you are really present in the 

Blessed Sacrament. I love you more than anything 

in the world, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. But since I cannot receive Holy Communion at 

this moment, feed my soul at least spiritually. I unite 

myself to you now as I do when I actually receive 

you. Never let me drift away from you. Amen.  

 

New Parish Hours:  

In response to the Coronavirus/COVID-19, the church 

will be open for a limited amount of hours for individual 

private prayer on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 

9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Fr. John will celebrate the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation on Saturday from 3 – 4 p.m. or by 

appointment during the week. Please use your best 

judgment and refrain from coming if you, or anyone you 

have been in contact with, have symptoms.   
 
We know that this time may be a time of financial 

uncertainty for many, but if you are able, please continue to 

remember our parish. You can send your envelopes in the 

mail, or give online by following this link: 
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-

bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKl

g0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nF

x2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbTpChmfNbhzHx8xPU2s5sRX7s

m9wYZo2onRxYng5iCQvEEUgbepsAG1d1O5A7L11HEasY

eBPLeVLqkBUb4MjnA=&ver=3  Thank you for your 

continued support and generosity!  
 

Countless lives are touched by every contribution to the 

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal. Children, seminarians, the 

sick and aged—they all depend on our generosity. Our 

parish goal is $11,500, and we are currently 53% of the 

way there, which helps continue these programs and 

services! For more information or to donate online, visit 

toldedodiocese.org/ACA  
 

P.R.E.P  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is suspended 
 

K-6: Class is cancelled for the time being  
 

Jr High: Class schedule to be determined.  
 



God Squad--High School Youth Group 


God Squad High School Youth schedule TBD. Stay healthy! 
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